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4465 South Blosser Road
Santa Maria, CA 93455
= of Office: 805-937-0339

Bethlehem Lutheran Church WWW.starlutheran.org
Pastor Michael Foley

Worship Service
Sunday, February 11,2018 10:00 a.m.

Last Sunday after the Epiphany
TRANSFIGURATION of our LORD

Theme of the day: Jesus Christ, who humbled himself to come into
this world to save us, never lost the glory he has as the Son of God.
We see his glory shining in his saving message of salvation, and that
glory reflects off us and shines to others as we share the Good News.

WELCOME

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.

All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall.

Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.

OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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The Service of the Word
OPENING HYMN: #336 “Come Unto Me, Ye Weary”

4 “Come unto me, ye weary, And I will give you rest.”

O blessed voice of Jesus, Which comes to hearts oppressed!
It tells of benediction, Of pardon, grace, and peace,

Of joy that has no ending, Of love that cannot cease.

“Come unto me, ye wand’rers, And I will give you light.”

O loving voice of Jesus, Which comes to cheer the night!

Our hearts were filled with sadness, And we had lost our way;
But thou hast brought us gladness And songs at break of day.

“Come unto me, ye fainting, And I will give you life.”

O cheering voice of Jesus, Which comes to aid our strife!
The foe is stern and eager; The fight is fierce and long;

But thou hast made us mighty And stronger than the strong.

Please stand for last verse:

“And whosoever cometh, I will not cast him out.”

O patient love of Jesus, Which drives away our doubt,
Which, though we be unworthy Of love so great and free,
Invites us very sinners To come, dear Lord, to thee!

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you. (Spoken)

CONFESSION OF SINS

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from
birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do
not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 3



C:

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the per-
fect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has re-

moved your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

OH, TASTE AND SEE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to
be the Light of the world. Grant that your people, illumined by
your Word and sacraments, may shine with the radiance of
Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and believed to
the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever.

C: 7 Amen.

Please be seated.
THE WORD
FIRST LESSON: 2 Kings 2:1-12

When the LorD was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirl-
wind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said
to Elisha, “Stay here; the LoRD has sent me to Bethel.”

But Elisha said, “As surely as the Lorp lives and as you live, I
will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel.

3 The company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and
asked, “Do you know that the LORD is going to take your master
from you today?”

“Yes, I know,” Elisha replied, “but do not speak of it.”

*Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, Elisha; the LORD has sent
me to Jericho.”

And he replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I
will not leave you.” So they went to Jericho.

> The company of the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and
asked him, “Do you know that the LORD is going to take your mas-
ter from you today?”

“Yes, I know,” he replied, “but do not speak of it.”

®Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the LorD has sent me to
the Jordan.”

And he replied, “As surely as the Lorbp lives and as you live, I
will not leave you.” So the two of them walked on.

" Fifty men of the company of the prophets went and stood at a
distance, facing the place where Elijah and Elisha had stopped at
the Jordan. ®Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and struck the water
with it. The water divided to the right and to the left, and the two
of them crossed over on dry ground.

’When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what
can I do for you before I am taken from you?”

“Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied.



1«you have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see
me when I am taken from you, it will be yours—otherwise not.”

' As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a
chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared and separated the two of
them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. '* Elisha saw
this and cried out, “My father! My father! The chariots and horse-
men of Israel!” And Elisha saw him no more.

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 148
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Praise the LORD from the heavens,*
praise him in the heights above.

Praise him, all his angels,*
praise him, all his heavenly hosts.

Praise him, sun and moon,*
praise him, all you shining stars.

Refrain

Praise the LORD from the earth,*
lightning and hail, stormy winds that do his bidding,

you mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars,*
wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds,

kings of the earth and all rulers on earth,*
young men and maidens, old men and children.

Let them praise the name of the LORD,*
for his splendor is above the earth and the heavens.



Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

VERSE OF THE DAY

M: Alleluia. Alleluia. A voice came from the cloud: This is my Son,
whom I love. Listen to him.” Alleluia! (Isaiah 49:3)

C: JAlleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

GOSPEL LESSON: Mark 9:2-9

? After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and
led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There he
was transfigured before them. 3 His clothes became dazzllng white,
whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. * And there ap-
peared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus.

> Peter said to J esus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us
put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Eli-
Jah ” 7 (He did not know what to say, they were so frlghtened )

"Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came
from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”

® Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw any-
one w1th them except Jesus.

’ As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them or-
ders not to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had
risen from the dead.

HYMN: # 95 “How Good, Lord, to Be Here”

& How good, Lord, to be here!
Your glory fills the night;
Your face and garments, like the sun,
Shine with unborrowed light.



How good, Lord, to be here
Your beauty to behold,

Where Moses and Elijah stand,
Your messengers of old.

Fulfiller of the past,
Promise of things to be,

We hail your body glorified
And our redemption see.

Before we taste of death,

We see your kingdom come;

We long to hold the vision bright
And make this hill our home.

How good, Lord, to be here!

Yet we may not remain;

But since you bid us leave the mount,
Come with us to the plain.

SERMON: 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2

2 Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. Bwe
are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to keep the
Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance was fading away. '
But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil re-
mains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, be-
cause only in Christ is it taken away. > Even to this day when Mo-
ses is read, a veil covers their hearts  But whenever anyone turns
to the Lord, the veil is taken away. " Now the Lord is the Spirit,
and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. '® And we,
who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being
transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which
comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.

4 Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this minis-
try, we do not lose heart. Rather, we have renounced secret and
shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the
word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we
commend ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.



Please stand.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father al-
mighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated.

Song: “The Light of the Word Is Jesus”

7 The whole world was lost
In the darkness of sin,
The Light of the world is Jesus!
Like sunshine at noonday,
His glory shone in.
The Light of the world is Jesus!

Refrain:  Christ, be my light and shine within me;
Be at my side and lead me to thee.
Once I was blind, but now I can see:
The Light of the world is Jesus!



No darkness have we

Who in Jesus abide;

The Light of the world is Jesus!

We walk in the light

When we follow our Guide!

The Light of the world is Jesus! Refrain

No need of the sunlight

In Heaven we’re told;

The Light of the world is Jesus!

The Lamb is the Light

In the city of gold,

The Light of the world is Jesus! Refrain

THANKSGIVING
OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one an-
other. Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: FJAmen. Amen. Amen.
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HYMN # 341 “Crown Him with Many Crowns”

& Crown him with many crowns, The Lamb upon his throne;
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns All music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing Of him who died for thee,

And hail him as thy matchless King Through all eternity.

Crown him the Lord of love—Behold his hands and side,

Rich wounds, yet visible above, In beauty glorified.

No angel in the sky Can fully bear that sight,

But downward bends his wond’ring eye At mysteries so bright.

Crown him the Lord of life, Who triumphed o’er the grave
And rose victorious in the strife For those he came to save.
His glories now we sing Who died and rose on high,

Who died eternal life to bring And lives that death may die.

Crown him the Lord of heav’n, Enthroned in worlds above;

Crown him the King to whom is giv’'n The wondrous name of Love.
Crown him with many crowns As thrones before him fall;

Crown him, ye kings, with many crowns For he is King of all.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FLOWERS for today’s service are given to the glory of
God by Doris Scheuftele.

THIS WEEK

Tuesday Elders -10:00 a.m.; Voters, 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Ash Wednesday Service - 7:00 p.m.
Thursday Bible Class, 10:00 a.m.
Bible Information Class, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
Worship, 10:00 a.m.
Pot Luck Lunch Fellowship - after service
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