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LENTEN Vespers Lent 1

Evening Prayer
Vespers

OPENING HYMN: # 98 “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”

J4 Jesus, I will ponder now On your holy passion;
With your Spirit me endow For such meditation.
Grant that I in love and faith May the image cherish
Of your suff’ring, pain, and death That I may not perish.

Make me see your great distress, Anguish, and affliction,
Bonds and stripes and wretchedness And your crucifixion;
Make me see how scourge and rod,

Spear and nails did wound you,

How for them you died, O God,

Who with thorns had crowned you.

Yet, O Lord, not thus alone Make me see your passion,
But its cause to me make known And its termination.
Ah! I also and my sin Wrought your deep affliction;
This indeed the cause has been Of your crucifixion.

Please stand for last verse:

Graciously my faith renew; Help me bear my crosses,
Learning humbleness from you, Peace mid pain and losses.
May I give you love for love! Hear me, O my Savior,

That I may in heav’n above Sing your praise forever.
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M: O Lord, o -pen my lips.
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C: And my mouth

shall de-clare your praise.
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Has-ten to save me, O God.
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C: O Lord, come quick-ly to help me.
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M: The Lord be with you.
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C: And al - so with you.

Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of evening
prayer. We thank you for providing all that we need for body and
life. Bless us who have gathered in your name. Forgive our sins.
Speak to our hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the comfort of your
Word, and receive our hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus
Christ, our living Savior, who reigns with you and the Holy Spir-
1t, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.




Please be seated.
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C: Let my prayer rise be - fore you as in - cense, the lift-ing
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up of my hands as the eve-ning sac -ri - fice. O Lord, I
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call to you; come to me quick - ly; hear my voice when I
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cry to you. Let my prayer rise be - fore you as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri - fice.

M: Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us in
time of need that we may sing your praise in holy joy now and
forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.
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Be mer - ci-ful, O Lord,

Psalm tone

for we
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sinned.



Have mercy on me, O God,*
according to your unfailing love.

Wash away all my iniquity,*
and cleanse me from my sin.

For I know my transgressions,*
and my sin is always before me.

Refrain

Against you, you only, have I sinned*
and done what is evil in your sight.

Surely I was sinful at birth,*
sinful from the time my mother conceived me.

Hide your face from my sins,*
and blot out all my iniquity.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation,*
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

M: Lord God, grant us your Holy Spirit that we may hear and believe
your Word. Cleanse our minds and renew our hearts that we may

live for you here and hereafter; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.



PASSION READING 1 - PASSOVER AND LORD'S SUPPER

MINISTER: Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover,
was approaching. Jesus said to his disciples,

CONGREGATION: "As you know, the Passover is two days away
and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.”

MINISTER: Then the chief priests, the teachers of the law, and the el-
ders of the ge_ople assembled in the palace of the High Priest, whose
name was Caiaphas. They plotted to arrest Jesus in some sly way and
kill him. They said, "But not during the feast, among the people, or
there may be a riot.” .

Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. Judas
went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and dis-
cussed with them how he might betray Jesus. They were deh%hted and
agreed to give him money. They counted out for him thirty silver coins,
and he watched for an opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no
crowd was present. .

On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when it was.
customary to sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus sent two of his disci-
ples, Peter and John, saying, "Go into the city. As you enter the city, a
man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him into the house
that he enters. Say to its owner, "The Teacher says, my appointed time
1s near. Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my
disciples?' He will show you a large upper room, furnished and ready.
Make preparations for us there." . o

The disciples left, went into the city and found things just as Jesus
had told them. So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them and pre-
pared the Passover. . .

In the evening at the proper hour, Jesus and his apostles reclined at
the table. And he said to them,

CONGREGATION: "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover
with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it
finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God."

MINISTER: Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the
world, he now showed them the full extent of his love. He got up from
the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his
waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his
disciples' feet, dr?:mf them with the towel that was wrapped around
him.. When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes
and returned to his place. He asked them, "Do you understand what I
have done for you? You call me "Teacher' and Lord,' and rightly so, for
that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. I have set you an
example that you should do as I have done for you. I tell you the truth
no servant 1s %fgater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the
one who sent him. Once you know these things, you will be blessed if
you do them." o .

After Jesus had said this, he was deeply troubled and testified,



CONGREGATION: "I tell you the truth, one of you will betray
me.”

MINISTER: His disciples were very sad. They stared at one another, at
a loss to know which of them he meant, and began to question amon
themselves which of them it might be who would do this. One after the
other they began to say to him,

CONGREGATION: "Surely not I, Lord?"

MINISTER: Jesus replied, "The Son of Man will go just as it is written
about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would
be better for him if he had not been born. It is the one to whom I will
give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish."

Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, son
of Simon. As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. Je-
sus told him, "What you are about to do, do quickly," but no one at the
meal understood why Jesus said this to him. Since Judas had charge of
the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed
for the Feast, or to give something to the poor. As soon as Judas had
taken jcge bread, he went out. And it was night. When he was gone, Je-
sus said,

CONGREGATION: "Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is
§loriﬁed in him. If God is glorified in him, then God will glorify the
on in himself, and will %lorif him at once.

'""My little children, I will be with you only a little longer. You
will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now:
Where I am going, Kou cannot come. A new commandment I give
you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one
another. All men will know that you are my disciples if you love
one another."

MINISTER: Simon Peter asked him, "Lord, where are you going?"
_Jesus replied, "Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you
will follow later."

CONGREGATION: While they were eating, Jesus took bread,
gave thanks, and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,

MINISTER: "Take and eat: this is my body given for you; do this in
remembrance of me."

CONGREGATION: In the same way, after the supper he took the
cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying,

MINISTER: "Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the new
covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. For I
tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine from now until
that day when I drink it anew with Jyou in my Father's kingdom.”

When they had sung a hymn, Jesus went out as usual to the Mount
of Olives, and his disciples followed him.



HYMN # 104 “Go to Dark Gethsemane”

4 Go to dark Gethsemane, All who feel the tempter’s pow’r;
Your Redeemer’s conflict see. Watch with him one bitter hour;
Turn not from his griefs away; Learn of Jesus Christ to pray.

Follow to the judgment hall; View the Lord of life arraigned.
Oh, the wormwood and the gall!

Oh, the pangs his soul sustained!

Shun not suff’ring, pain, or loss; Learn of him to bear the cross.

Calv’ry’s mournful mountain climb; There, adoring at his feet,
Mark that miracle of time, God’s own sacrifice complete.
“It is finished!” hear him cry; Learn of Jesus Christ to die.

Early hasten to the tomb Where they laid his breathless clay;
All is solitude and gloom. Who has taken him away?
Christ is ris’n! He meets our eyes. Savior, teach us so to rise.

MESSAGE: John 18:10,11

Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the
high priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name
was Malchus.)

Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not
drink the cup the Father has given me?”

Hymn: # 355 “Take the World, but Give Me Jesus”

7 Take the world, but give me Jesus!
All its joys are but a name.
But his love abides forever,
Through eternal years the same.

Refrain: Oh, the height and depth of mercy;
Oh, the length and breadth of love!
Oh, the fullness of redemption,
Pledge of endless life above!



Take the world, but give me Jesus,
Sweetest comfort of my soul.

With the Savior watching o’er me,

I can sing, though thunders roll.  Refrain

Take the world, but give me Jesus!

In his cross my trust shall be

Till with clearer, brighter vision

Face to face my Lord I see.  Refrain

OFFERING

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie
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M: In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O Lord:
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C: Lord, have mer - cy.

M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your
church in all the world, and for the strengthening of all who serve
and worship here, we pray, O Lord:
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C: Christ, have mer - cy.

M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with
every stage of life, and for joy in doing your will, we pray, O
Lord:
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C: Lord, have mer - cy.



M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring protect-
tion, justice, learning, and health to this and every place, we pray
to you, O Lord:
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C: Lord, hear our prayer.

M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food,
for health of body, mind, and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin
and every form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord:
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C: Lord, hear our prayer.
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M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with
us your good news, whose souls are now at rest in your heavenly
kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord:
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C: Thanks be to God.

M: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now
commend ourselves to your care. Be our shield and strength, O

Lord.
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C: A - men.
LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works
come from you. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the
world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your com-
mandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies that we
may live in peace and quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ
our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and forever. Amen.
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C: In peace, Lord, you let your ser-vant now de - part
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M: The grace of our Lord + Je - sus Christ and the love of God
0
[2Y ] ‘ |
L ]
P o - FE

be with you all.

and the fellowship of the Holy Spir - it
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CLOSING HYMN: #587 “Now the Day Is Over”

J4 Now rest beneath night’s shadow
The woodland, field, and meadow;
The world in slumber lies.

But you, my heart, awaken,
With prayer and song be taken;
Let praise to your Creator rise.

The rule of day is over

And shining jewels cover

The heaven’s boundless blue.
Thus I shall shine in heaven,
Where crowns of gold are given
To all who faithful prove and true.

Lord Jesus, since you love me,
Oh, spread your wings above me
And shield me from alarm.
Though Satan would assail me,
Your mercy will not fail me;

I rest in your protecting arm.

My loved ones, rest securely,

For God this night will surely

From peril guard your heads.

Sweet slumbers may he send you

And bid his hosts attend you

And through the night watch o’er your beds.




