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4465 South Blosser Road
Santa Maria, CA 93455
Ao of Office: 805-937-0339

Bethlehem Lutheran Church WWW.Starl.utheran.org
Pastor Michael Foley

Worship Service
Sunday, April 8, 2018  10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of EASTER

Theme of the day: The fact of Jesus’ resurrection is our assurance
that we have eternal life. Our faith, based on our risen Savior,
gives us what we need for this life and for the life to come.
Through his Word we receive our faith and the strength it needs.

In our risen Savior, we have the victory and want to live like people
who know that.

WELCOME

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.

All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall.

Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.

OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of "HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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The Service of the Word

OPENING HYMN: # 143 “He’s Risen, He’s Risen”

J He’s risen, he’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord;
He opened death’s prison, the incarnate Word.
Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song
And earth, sea, and mountain the praises prolong.

The foe was triumphant when on Calvary

The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree.

In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer,
For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear.

But short was their triumph; The Savior arose,
And death, hell, and Satan he vanquished, his foes.
The conquering Lord lifts his banner on high;

He lives, yes, he lives, and will nevermore die.

Oh, where is your sting, death? We fear you no more;
Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door.

For all our transgressions his blood does atone;
Redeemed and forgiven, we now are his own.

Please stand for last verse:

Then sing your hosannas and raise your glad voice;
Proclaim the blest tidings that all may rejoice.
Laud, honor, and praise to the Lamb that was slain,
Who now sits in glory and ever shall reign.

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you. (spoken)

CONFESSION OF SINS

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.



C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from
birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do
not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the per-
fect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has re-
moved your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

(The congregation will sing the refrain in bold. The verses
will be sung by the pastor) (CW #265)

‘Q This is the feast of victory for our God,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! (refrain)

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
Whose blood set us free to be people of God.

‘Q This is the feast of victory for our God,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Blessing, honor, glory, and might
Be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

Q This is the feast of victory for our God,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

For the Lamb who was slain
Has begun his reign. Alleluia!

‘@ This is the feast of victory for our God,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!



PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears
with your word of peace. Come to us also by your Word and sacra-
ment, and banish our fears with the comforting assurance of your
abiding presence;for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: JJ Amen.
Please be seated.

THE WORD

FIRST LESSON: Acts 3:12-20

2When Peter saw this, he said to them: “Men of Israel, why does
this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own power
or godliness we had made this man walk? "> The God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant
Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him
before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. '* You disowned
the Hol}r and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released
to you.  You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the
dead. We are witnesses of this. '° By faith in the name of Jesus, this
man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name
and the faith that comes through him that has given this complete
healing to him, as you can all see.

17«Now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did
your leaders. '* But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold
through all the prophets, saying that his Christ would suffer.

! Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be
wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, *’ and
that he may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you—
even Jesus.



PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 16
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Keep me safe, O God,*
for in you I take refuge.

I said to the LORD, “You are my Lord;*
apart from you I have no good thing.”

I have set the LORD always before me.*
Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.

Refrain

My heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;*
my body also will rest secure,

because you will not abandon me to the grave,*
nor will you let your Holy One see decay.

You have made known to me the path of life;*
you will fill me with joy in your presence.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain



VERSE OF THE DAY

M: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christis risen! He is risen indeed! Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have believed. Alleluia.

C: JAlleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

GOSPEL LESSON: John 20:19-31

” On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disci-
ples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” *’ Af-
ter he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples
were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.

21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent
me, I am sending you.” ** And with that he breathed on them and
said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. > If you forgive anyone his sins, they
are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

*Now Thomas (called Didymus)i one of the Twelve, was not
with the disciples when Jesus came. *° So the other disciples told
him, “We have seen the Lord!”

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands
and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his
side, I will not believe it.”

%6 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thom-
as was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” ?’ Then he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”

28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”

» Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have
believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have be-
lieved.”

3 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his
disciples, which are not recorded in this book. *' But these are writ-
ten that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that by believing you may have life in his name.



HYMN: #537 “Onward, Christian Soldiers”

Onward, Christian soldiers, Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus Going on before.

Christ, the royal master, Leads against the foe;
Forward into battle See his banners go!

Refrain:

Onward, Christian soldiers, Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus Going on before.

Like a mighty army Moves the Church of God;
Brothers, we are treading Where the saints have trod.
We are not divided, All one body we,

One in hope and doctrine, One in charity.

Refrain

Crowns and thrones may perish, Kingdoms rise and wane,
But the Church of Jesus Constant will remain.

Gates of hell can never ’Gainst that Church prevail;

We have Christ’s own promise, And that cannot fail.
Refrain

Onward, then, ye faithful; Join the happy throng,
Blend with ours your voices In the triumph song:
Glory, laud, and honor Unto Christ the King;

This through countless ages Saints and angels sing.
Refrain

MESSSAGE: 1 John 5:1-6

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of

God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well.
This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving
God and carrying out his commands. * This is love for God: to obey
his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, * for every-
one born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has
overcome the world, even our faith. > Who is it that overcomes the
world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.

® This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ.
He did not come by water only, but by water and blood. And it is
the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.



Please stand.
APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father al-
mighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated.

HYMN # 449: “Children of the Heav’nly Father”

Children of the heav’nly Father
Safely in his bosom gather;
Nestling bird or star in heaven
Such a refuge ne’er was given.

God his own doth tend and nourish;
In his holy courts they flourish.
From all evil things he spares them;
In his mighty arms he bears them.

Neither life nor death shall ever
From the Lord his children sever;
Unto them his grace he showeth,
And their sorrows all he knoweth.



Though he giveth or he taketh,
God his children ne’er forsaketh;
His the loving purpose solely

To preserve them pure and holy.

THANKSGIVING
OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled
your promises by the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from
the dead.

C: Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.

M: In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid
down his life to rescue the lost.

C: Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your
glorious triumph.

M: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make interces-
sion for the saints, and grant us confidence in the greatness of his
power. Keep before us the vision of your redeemed people standing
before your throne and singing the song of victory:

C: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and
power and honor and glory and praise.

M: Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of
hope and new life to those around us. Guide us in the use of all that
you have entrusted to us: our time, our talents, and our treasures.

C: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you.

M: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the
faith of the suffering and the dying. Assure them of your abiding
presence, and comfort them with the hope of eternal life.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation.
With happy hearts, we come before you and say:
C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen.
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C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one
another. Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: JAmen. Amen. Amen.

HYMN: #160 “This Joyful Eastertide”

This joyful Eastertide Away with sin and sorrow!
My love, the Crucified,
Has sprung to life this morrow.
Refrain: Had Christ, who once was slain,
Not burst his three-day prison,
Our faith had been in vain:
But now is Christ arisen, arisen, arisen;
But now is Christ arisen.

Death’s flood has lost its chill
Since Jesus crossed the river;
Lover of souls, from ill

My passing soul deliver.
Refrain

My flesh in hope shall rest

And for a season slumber

Till trump from east to west
Shall wake the dead in number.
Refrain
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

LWMS SPRING RALLY: April 21st, 9:00 a.m.-2:15 p.m. at
Gethsemane Lutheran Church, 3734 S. Centinela, L. A.
(310) 397-1201 Registration begins at 8:15 a.m.

FELLOWSHIP/GAME NIGHTS - Beginning Wednesday,
April 11, 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
Bring your favorite game or learn to play someone else’s
favorite.
Popcorn will be provided and any other snack you prefer will
be happily accepted.

LADIES GET-TOGETHER: Saturday, May 26. Mark your
calendars now.

VBS - Seeking interested parties for helping with this major
event for the end of June.

CALLING ALL BAKERS: Cookies needed for coffee time
after church...

THIS WEEK

Monday Circuit Meeting, Tarzana.
Tuesday  Voters’ Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Game Night - 7:00 p.m.
Thursday Bible Class, 10:00 a.m.
Bible Information Class, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
Worship, 10:00 a.m.




