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S ar of

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

  

4465 South Blosser Road 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 

                      Office:  805-937-0339 
www.starlutheran.org 
Pastor Michael Foley 

      Worship Service 
 

Sunday,  February 3, 2019   10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 

Fourth SUNDAY after the EPIPHANY 
 
Theme of the day:  Our human inclination is to listen without faith.   
    This can only lead us to the brow of a cliff and throwing Jesus out  
    of our lives.  But the Savior of the nations comes with his gracious  
    words of redemption and membership in his body.  The Word of the  
    Lord is proclaimed through the revelation of his Anointed One.  In  
    him faith is rooted, love flourishes, and salvation is known from  
    generation to generation 

WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you 
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are  
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking 
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the 
close of this worship service or at your convenience.   
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you 
need to step out with your children, the service can be 
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area. 
Feel free to enter and return at any time.  
 

 
OUR MISSION 

    Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING           
 OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully  
 preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and  
 administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by  
 Christ. 
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OPENING HYMN:  # 492  “Son of God, Eternal Savior”     
 
  ♫  Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us,  
Honors all our human race, 
You our head, who, throned in glory,  
For your own will ever plead: 
Fill us with your love and pity;  
Heal our wrongs and help our need. 
 
Come, O Christ, and reign among us,  
King of love and Prince of Peace; 
Hush the storm of strife and passion;  
Bid its cruel discords cease. 
By your patient years of toiling, By your silent hours of pain, 
Quench our fevered thirst for pleasure;  
Stem our selfish greed for gain. 
 
Bind us all as one together In your Church’s sacred fold, 
Weak and healthy, poor and wealthy,  
Sad and joyful, young and old. 
Is there want or pain or sorrow? Make us all the burden share. 
Are there spirits crushed and broken? Teach us, Lord, to 
soothe their care. 

 
  Please stand for last verse: 
 

As you, Lord, have lived for others, So may we for others live. 
Freely have your gifts been granted;  
Freely may your servants give. 
Yours the gold and yours the silver,  
Yours the wealth of land and sea; 
We but stewards of your bounty Held in solemn trust will be. 

 

 
Minister:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and  
     the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
 

Congregation:  And also with you. (spoken)  
 
 
 

Confession of Sins 
 

 M: God invites us to come into his presence to worship him with     
       humble and penitent hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our        
       sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
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C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful,  
      and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and      
     actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.   
     For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.   
     But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior     
     Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given  
      his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.   Therefore, as  
      a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all  
      your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy  
      Spirit.   
 
C: Amen  
 

Prayer and Praise  
 
M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts  
      with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.   

C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your  
      love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan  
      and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.  

C:   Christ, have mercy. 
 
M:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for  
      those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O  
      Lord.   

C:  Lord,  have mercy. 
 
M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your  
       power and keep us in your tender care: 

C.  Amen. 
 
 
M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy  
      of praise. 
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  O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.  
Al-might-y God, mer-ci-ful Father,  you crown our life with your 
love. You take a-way our sin;  you com-fort our spir-it; you make 
us pure and ho-ly in your sight. You did not spare your on-ly Son, 
but gave him up for us all. 
 
O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth. 
 
O Son of God, e-ter-nal Word of the Fa-ther, you came to live with 
us; you made your Fa-ther known; you washed us from our sins in 
your own blood. You are the King of glo-ry; you are the Lord! 
 
O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.  
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 

M: Lord God, you know that we are surrounded by many dangers and  
      that we often stumble and fall.  Strengthen us in body and mind,  
      and bring us safely through all temptations; through Jesus Christ,  
      your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy  
      Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:    Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 
First Lesson:  1 Corinthians 12:27-13:13 
 

12   27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part 
of it. 28 And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, 
second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also 
those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with 
gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of 
tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do 
all work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in 
tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But eagerly desire the greater gifts.  

And now I will show you the most excellent way.  
 13 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not 
love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have 
the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have 
not love, I am nothing.  



6  

 

3 If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the 
flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.  

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, 
it is not proud. 5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in 
evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, 
always hopes, always perseveres. 
   8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will 
cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there     
is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we 
prophesy in part, 10 but when perfection comes, the imperfect dis-
appears. 11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a 
child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish 
ways behind me. 12 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; 
then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall 
know fully, even as I am fully known.  

13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the 
greatest of these is love.  

 
 
 

Psalm of the Day:   Psalm 78 

O my people, hear my teaching;* 
listen to the words of my mouth. 
 
I will utter things from of old,* 
what we have heard and what our fathers have told us. 
 
We will not hide them from our children;* 
we will tell the next generation 
the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD. 
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Refrain 
 
The LORD decreed statutes for Jacob* 
and established the law in Israel, 
 
so the next generation would know them,* 
and they in turn would tell their children. 
 
Then they would put their trust in God* 
and would not forget his deeds but would keep his commands. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 

 
 
 
Verse of the Day: 
 

M: Alleluia.  Alleluia. The Spirit of the Lord is on me; he has anointed 
me to preach good news.  Alleluia.       (Luke 4:18) 

C:   Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
                These words are written that we may believe 
                 that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
    Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Lesson:   Luke 4:20-32 
 

20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and 
sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on 
him, 21 and he began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is ful-
filled in your hearing.”  

22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words 
that came from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked.  



8  

 

23 Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: 
‘Physician, heal yourself! Do here in your hometown what we have 
heard that you did in Capernaum.’ ”  

24 “I tell you the truth,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted 
in his hometown. 25 I assure you that there were many widows in 
Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half 
years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 26 Yet Eli-
jah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the 
region of Sidon. 27 And there were many in Israel with leprosy in 
the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—
only Naaman the Syrian.”  

28 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard 
this. 29 They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the 
brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him 
down the cliff. 30 But he walked right through the crowd and went 
on his way.  

31 Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on 
the Sabbath began to teach the people. 32 They were amazed at his 
teaching, because his message had authority.  

  
 

 
 
Hymn: # 353  “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” 
 
  ♫  Praise the one who breaks the darkness  
       With a liberating light; 

Praise the one who frees the pris’ners,  
Turning blindness into sight. 
Praise the one who preached the gospel,  
Healing ev’ry dread disease, 
Calming storms and feeding thousands  
With the Father’s word of peace. 
 
Praise the one who blessed the children  
With a strong, yet gentle, word; 
Praise the one who drove out demons  
With the piercing, two-edged sword. 
Praise the one who brings cool water  
To the desert’s burning sand; 
From this well comes living water,  
Quenching thirst in ev’ry land. 
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Let us praise the Word incarnate,  
Christ, who suffered in our place; 
Jesus died and rose victorious That we may know God by grace. 
Let us sing for joy and gladness, Seeing what our God has done; 
Let us praise the true Redeemer,  
Praise the one who makes us one. 
 
 
 
 

Sermon:  Jeremiah 1:4-10 
 

4 The word of the Lord came to me, saying,  
5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,  

before you were born I set you apart;  
I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”  

6 “Ah, Sovereign Lord,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am 
only a child.”  

7 But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a child.’ You 
must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. 8 

Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” de-
clares the Lord.  

9 Then the Lord reached out his hand and touched my mouth and 
said to me, “Now, I have put my words in your mouth. 10 See, today I 
appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to 
destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.”  
  
 
 
 
Nicene Creed 

 
We believe in one God, the father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incar-
nate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death 
and was buried. 
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On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Fa-
ther. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord, the giver of life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son, Who in unity with the Father 
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the  world to come.  
Amen. 
 
 
Offering     
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
M: Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless bless-

ings, which we receive from your hand: the beauties of creation 
and the bounties of the earth, the joy of life and the pleasure of 
friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the privilege to 
share happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all we praise 
and thank you for your saving Word and for your Son’s body and 
blood, which you give us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. 
Through these means of grace, you send the Holy Spirit into our 
hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole Christian Church on 
earth. 

C: Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust 
in Christ and our love for one another. 

M: Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily wa-
ver in our faith, lose courage, and grow careless in our watchful-
ness. The times and days are perilous. Give us strength to face the 
evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips to speak of 
your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give us to share 
your Word of salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the 
family, the school, the government, and all good institutions that 
you have established for the benefit of society. Remember in mer-
cy those who are sick and suffering, and bring your healing to 
troubled homes and lives. 
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C: Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds 

of kindness.  
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
Silent prayer. 
M: Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so 

enable us to overcome all things through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy  
      kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
      Give  us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
      as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
      temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom  
      and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.   
 

 
The Holy Sacrament 

 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. (spoken) 
M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord.  
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

 

        Holy Communion, will be celebrated in today’s service. The Bible 
teaches us that Jesus offers us his body and blood for the forgiveness of      
our sins in the Lord’s Supper. The Bible also instructs us that receiving the 
Lord’s Supper together is a public expression of our complete “oneness,”     
or unity of faith. 
 

         Because the Lord’s Supper is an expression of our unity in faith, we 
invite to the Lord’s Supper only those who have expressed that unity with us 
through membership in our congregation or one of our sister congregations  
in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), or our sister church 
body, the ELS. 
 

          If you are a guest from another Christian church, we kindly ask that 
you simply refrain from participation in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
today. We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of    
declaring your agreement with our beliefs before you have had a chance to 
learn more. 
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M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he    
     has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He protects and pre- 
     serves his Church in every age and gives us confidence to lift up  
     our heads and watch for Jesus with joy.  
     Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our  
     God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne  
     and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever  
     and ever. 
 

 

  Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.  The whole earth is full of 
your glory.  You are my God, and I will exalt you.  I will give you 
thanks for you have become my salvation.   Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord of hosts.  The whole earth is full of your glory.    
The Words of Institution 

M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  Amen.    
 
 

  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us.  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin  
of the world; have mercy on us.  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world grant us your peace.  Amen.   

 
Hymn Verses during Communion:  # 384 
 
   ♫  By grace I’m saved, grace free and boundless;  
       My soul, believe and doubt it not. 

Why waver at this word of promise?  
Has Scripture ever falsehood taught? 
So then this word must true remain:  
By grace you, too, shall heav’n obtain. 
 
By grace God’s Son, our only Savior,  
Came down to earth to bear our sin. 
Was it because of your own merit  
That Jesus died your soul to win? 
No, it was grace, and grace alone,  
That brought him from his heav’nly throne. 
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By grace! Oh, mark this word of promise  
When you are by your sins oppressed, 
When Satan plagues your troubled conscience,  
And when your heart is seeking rest. 
What reason cannot comprehend  
God by his grace to you did send. 
 
By grace to timid hearts that tremble,  
In tribulation’s furnace tried— 
By grace, despite all fear and trouble,  
The Father’s heart is open wide. 
Where could I help and strength secure  
If grace were not my anchor sure? 
 
By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying;  
In Jesus’ promise I rejoice. 
For though I know my heart’s condition,  
I also know my Savior’s voice. 
My heart is glad; all grief has flown  
Since I am saved by grace alone. 

 
 
 

Thanksgiving 
 

   Please stand. 

     Thank the Lord and sing his praise. 
 Tell ev’ryone what he has done. 
 Let all who seek the Lord rejoice 
    and proudly bear his name. 
 He renews his promises and leads  
 his people forth in joy 
 With shouts of thanksgiving.   Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
Prayer of Thanks 
 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have 
praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the   eyes 
which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming 
again, and that all who have received in his true body   and blood 
the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and 
holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C.   Amen 
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 M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony  
      with one another.  Serve the Lord with gladness.   
 
      The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his  
      face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord  
      look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
 

C.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN:  # 564  “There Is a Balm in Gilead” 
 
 ♫   Refrain:  There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole; 
           There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul. 
 
Sometimes I feel discouraged And think my work’s in vain, 
But then the Holy Spirit Revives my soul again. 
Refrain 
 
If you cannot preach like Peter, If you cannot pray like Paul, 
You can tell the love of Jesus And say he died for all. 
Refrain 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

FLOWERS for today’s service were given to the glory of    
     God by Noreen and John. 
 

PRAYERS  Pray for: Shawn Lozano, Bob & Carol Munk,  
    John Velasques, Douglas Ward, Ruth Fabian, and Elias. 
 
 
THIS WEEK 
  

  Monday Circuit Meeting, Tarzana 
  Tuesday Elders, 10:00 a.m. 
  ESL, 6:00 p.m. 
  Thursday Bible Class, 10:00 a.m.  
  ESL, 6:00 p.m. 
   Sunday Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. 
   Worship, 10:00 a.m.  
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