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Second Sunday of EASTER

Theme of the day: The fact of Jesus’ resurrection is our assurance
that we have eternal life. Our faith, based on our risen Savior,
gives us what we need for this life and for the life to come.
Through his Word we receive our faith and the strength it needs.

In our risen Savior, we have the victory and want to live like people
who know that.

WELCOME

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.

All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall.

Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.

OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of "HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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The Service of the Word

OPENING HYMN: # 141 “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”

J At the Lamb’s high feast we sing
Praise to our victorious King,
Who has washed us in the tide
Flowing from his pierced side. Alleluia!

Mighty Victim from the sky,

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath you lie.

You have conquered in the fight;

You have brought us life and light. Alleluia!

Now no more can death appall,

Now no more the grave enthrall;

You have opened paradise,

And your saints in you shall rise. Alleluia!

Easter triumph, Easter joy!

This alone can sin destroy;

From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
Newborn souls in you to be. Alleluia!

Please stand for last verse:

Father, who the crown shall give,

Savior, by whose death we live,

Spirit, guide through all our days,

Three in One, your name we praise. Alleluia!

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you. (spoken)

CONFESSION OF SINS

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.



C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from
birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do
not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the per-
fect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has re-
moved your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

(The congregation will sing the refrain in bold. The verses
will be sung by the pastor) (CW #265)

4 This is the feast of victory for our God,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! (refrain)

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
Whose blood set us free to be people of God.

] This is the feast of victory for our God,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Blessing, honor, glory, and might
Be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

’@ This is the feast of victory for our God,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

For the Lamb who was slain
Has begun his reign. Alleluia!

J This is the feast of victory for our God,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!



PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears
with your word of peace. Come to us also by your Word and sacra-
ment, and banish our fears with the comforting assurance of your
abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: JJ Amen.

Please be seated.

FIRST LESSON: Acts 5:12,17-32

2 The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders
among the people. And all the believers used to meet together in
Solomon’s Colonnade.

" Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of
the party of the Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. '® They arrest-
ed the apostles and put them in the public jail. ' But during the
night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought
them out. 2° “Go, stand in the temple courts,” he said, “and tell the
?eople the full message of this new life.”

! At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been
told, and began to teach the people.
When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called togeth-
er the Sanhedrin—the full assembly of the elders of Israel—and
sent to the jail for the apostles. > But on arriving at the jail, the of-
ficers did not find them there. So they went back and reported,
“We found the jail securely locked, with the guards standing at the
doors; but when we opened them, we found no one inside.” ‘*On
hearing this report, the captain of the temple guard and the chief
?riests were puzzled, wondering what would come of this.

>Then someone came and said, “Look! The men you put in jail are
standing in the temple courts teaching the people.” *° At that, the
captain went with his officers and brought the apostles. They did
not use force, because they feared that the people would stone
them.
2" Having brought the apostles, they made them appear before the
Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high priest. ** “We gave you
strict orders not to teach in this name,” he said. “Yet you have
filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us
guilty of this man’s blood.”
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? Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather
than men! ** The God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead—
whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. *' God exalted him
to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might give re-
pentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel. ** We are witnesses of

these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those

who obey him.”

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 16

Refrain
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I will walk in the pres-ence of the Lord,
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Keep me safe, O God,*
for in you I take refuge.

I said to the LORD, “You are my Lord;*
apart from you I have no good thing.”

I have set the LORD always before me.*

Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.
Refrain

My heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;*

my body also will rest secure,

because you will not abandon me to the grave,*
nor will you let your Holy One see decay.



You have made known to me the path of life;*
you will fill me with joy in your presence.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

VERSE OF THE DAY

M: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christis risen! He is risen indeed! Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have believed. Alleluia.

C: JAlleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

SECOND LESSON: Revelation 1:4-18

4 John,

To the seven churches in the province of Asia:

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is

to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, >and from

Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the

dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, °

and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and

Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.
Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see

him, even those who pierced him;

and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall

it be! Amen.

8«T am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is,

and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.”

’1, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and king-

dom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the is-

land of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of

Jesus. ' On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind

me a loud voice like a trumpet, ' which said: “Write on a scroll

what you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus,

Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”
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21 turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And
when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, " and among the
lampstands was someone “like a son of man,” dressed in a robe
reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest.
“His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his
eyes were like blazing fire. '* His feet were like bronze glowing in a
furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. '°In his
right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp
double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its bril-
liance.

7 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed
his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First
and the Last. "*T am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am
alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.

HYMN: # 165 (verses 2-8) “O Sons and Daughters of the King”

& On that first morning of the week,
Before the day began to break,
The Marys went their Lord to seek.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

An angel bade their sorrow flee,
For thus he spoke unto the three,
“Your Lord will go to Galilee.”
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

That night th’ apostles met in fear;
Among them came their Lord most dear
And said, “Peace be unto you here.”
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

When Thomas afterwards had heard
That Jesus had fulfilled his word,

He doubted if it were the Lord.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

“Thomas, behold my side,” said he,
“My hands, my feet, my body see;
And doubt not, but believe in me.”
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



No longer Thomas then denied;

He saw the feet, the hands, the side;
“You are my Lord and God,” he cried.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Blesséd are they that have not seen
And yet whose faith has constant been;
In life eternal they shall reign.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

MESSSAGE: John 20:19-31

% On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were
together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” ?’ After he said this,
he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed
when they saw the Lord.

21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I
am sending you.” ** And with that he breathed on them and said,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. > If you forgive anyone his sins, they are
forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

24 Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the
disciples when Jesus came. *° So the other disciples told him, “We
have seen the Lord!”

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put
my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will
not believe it.”

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was
with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you!” ?’ Then he said to Thom-
as, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put
it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”

*8 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”

?»* Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have be-
lieved; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

3 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disci-
ples, which are not recorded in this book. *' But these are written that
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by
believing you may have life in his name.

Please stand.



APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated.

HYMN # 160 “This Joyful Eastertide”
J This joyful Eastertide
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Away with sin and sorrow!
My love, the Crucified,
Has sprung to life this morrow.
Refrain: Had Christ, who once was slain,
Not burst his three-day prison,
Our faith had been in vain:
But now is Christ arisen, arisen, arisen;
But now is Christ arisen.

Death’s flood has lost its chill
Since Jesus crossed the river;
Lover of souls, from ill

My passing soul deliver.
Refrain

My flesh in hope shall rest



And for a season slumber

Till trump from east to west
Shall wake the dead in number.
Refrain

OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER

C:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one
another. Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

: JJAmen. Amen. Amen.

HYMN: #322 “On What Has Now Been Sown”

JJ On what has now been sown

Your blessing, Lord, bestow;

The pow’r is yours alone

To make it spring and grow.

O Lord, in grace the harvest raise
And you alone shall have the praise!

To you our wants are known;

From you are all our pow’rs.

Accept what is your own

And pardon what is ours.

Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive
And to your Word a blessing give.
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Oh, grant that each of us

Now met before you here

May meet together thus

When you and yours appear

And follow you to heav’n, our home.
E’en so, Amen! Lord Jesus, come!

The WELS Connection

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of the risen Christ
by Ilene Trevarrow in honor of her granddaughters.

PRAYERS Pray for: Gordon Hillberg, Shawn Lozano, John
Velasques, Douglas Ward, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Albert
Nunez, Judy Moore, and Lynn (Carp) Oberg.

“Hi, We’re Your Neighbors at Star” - Big, fun, promotional,
fellowship, outreach day at Waller Park, Saturday, August 24.
Start thinking about it now.

THIS WEEK

Tuesday ESL, 6:00 p.m.
Thursday Bible Study, 10:00 a.m.
ESL, 6:00 p.m.
Sunday Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
Worship with Holy Communion, 10:00 a.m.

www.starlutheran.org















