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S ar of

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

  

4465 South Blosser Road 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 

                      Office:  805-937-0339 
www.starlutheran.org 
Pastor Michael Foley 

       
           Worship Service 

 
 

    Sunday,  May 19, 2019   10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Fifth Sunday of EASTER 
 
 

Theme of the day:  The risen Lord prepares his  
  followers for his visible departure by giving a  
  new command: Love one another. 

WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you 
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are  
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking 
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the 
close of this worship service or at your convenience.   
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you 
need to step out with your children, the service can be 
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area. 
Feel free to enter and return at any time.  
 

 
OUR MISSION 

    Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING           
 OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully  
 preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and  
 administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by  
 Christ. 
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OPENING HYMN:  # 214   “Jerusalem the Golden” 
 

 ♫   Jerusalem the golden, With milk and honey blest— 
The sight of it refreshes The weary and oppressed. 
I know not, oh, I know not What joys await us there, 
What radiancy of glory, What bliss beyond compare. 
 
They stand, those halls of Zion, All jubilant with song 
And bright with many an angel And all the martyr throng. 
The Prince is ever in them; The daylight is serene; 
The pastures of the blessed Are ever rich and green. 
 
There is the throne of David, And there, from care released, 
The shout of them that triumph, The song of them that feast; 
And they who with their leader Have conquered in the fight 
Forever and forever Are clad in robes of white. 

 

Please stand for last verse: 
 

Oh, sweet and blessed country, The home of God’s elect! 
Oh, sweet and blessed country That eager hearts expect! 
Jesus, in mercy bring us To that dear land of rest; 
You are with God the Father And Spirit ever blest. 

 
 
 

Minister:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 
 

Congregation:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Confession of Sins 
 

M: Beloved in the Lord:  let us draw near with a true heart and confess  
       our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord  
       Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  
 
 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful,  
      and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and      
     actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.   
     For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.   
     But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior     
     Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given  
      his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.   Therefore,     
      as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all  
      your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy  
      Spirit.   

 
 
 
 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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M: O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single 
will.  Make us love what you command and desire what you prom-
ise, that among the many changes of this world, our hearts may ever 
yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  

 
 
 
              Please be seated. 

 
 
First Lesson:  Acts 13:44-52 
 

44 On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear 
the word of the Lord. 45 When the Jews saw the crowds, they were 
filled with jealousy and talked abusively against what Paul was 
saying.  

46 Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to 
speak the word of God to you first. Since you reject it and do not 
consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gen-
tiles. 47 For this is what the Lord has commanded us:  

“ ‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles,  
that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’”  

48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored  
the word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life 
believed.  
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49 The word of the Lord spread through the whole region. 50 But 
the Jews incited the God-fearing women of high standing and the 
leading men of the city. They stirred up persecution against Paul 
and Barnabas, and expelled them from their region. 51 So they 
shook the dust from their feet in protest against them and went to 
Iconium. 52 And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy 
Spirit.    

 
 

 
Psalm of the Day:   Psalm 145 
 

Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise;* 
his greatness no one can fathom. 
 
One generation will commend your works to another;* 
they will tell of your mighty acts. 
 
The LORD upholds all those who fall* 
and lifts up all who are bowed down. 
 
Refrain 
 
The eyes of all look to you, 
and you give them their food at the proper time.* 
You open your hand 
and satisfy the desires of every living thing. 
 
The LORD is near to all who call on him,* 
to all who call on him in truth. 



 7 

 
He fulfills the desires of those who fear him;* 
he hears their cry and saves them. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 

 
 
 
Verse of the Day: 
 

M: Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia.   
      I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord.   Alleluia.    
                                                                                              (John 14:6) 

 

 
Gospel Lesson:   John 13:31-35 
 

31 When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glori-
fied and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God 
will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once.  

33 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will 
look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I 
am going, you cannot come.  

34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have 
loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this all men will 
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  
 
 
 
Nicene Creed 

 
We believe in one God, the father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
 

           We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the 
Father. Through him all things were made. 
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    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 
human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered death and was buried. 
 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the    
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
        We believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord, the giver of life,    
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who in unity with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the  world to come.  
Amen. 
 
 
Hymn: # 215  “Jerusalem, My Happy Home” 
 

  ♫  Jerusalem, my happy home, When shall I come to thee? 
When shall my sorrows have an end?  
Thy joys when shall I see? 
 
When shall these eyes thy heav’n-built walls  
And pearly gates behold, 
Thy bulwarks with salvation strong  
And streets of shining gold? 
 
Oh, when, thou city of my God, Shall I thy courts ascend? 
Where evermore the angels sing, The Sabbath has no end. 
 
Apostles, martyrs, prophets, there  
Around my Savior stand, 
And soon my friends in Christ below  
Will join the glorious band. 
 
O Christ, do thou my soul prepare  
For that bright home of love 
That I may see thee and adore  
With all thy saints above. 
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Sermon:  Revelation 21:1-6 
 

 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven 
and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 
2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling 
of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his peo-
ple, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 He will 
wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed 
away.”  

5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything 
new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustwor-
thy and true.”  

6 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink 
without cost from the spring of the water of life. 
 

 
Offering     
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-

dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

  The Sacrament 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all 

places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-
lasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, and we praise you 
especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son, the true  
Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away the sins of the 
world and by his resurrection restored everlasting life  

        Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we  
         praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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The Words of Institution 
 
M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.       
 
 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

C:  ♫ O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;     
              have mercy on us. 

  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
      have mercy on us. 
  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
       grant us your peace. Amen. 
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Hymn Verses during Communion:  # 551 

  ♫   For all the saints who from their labors rest, 
All who their faith before the world confessed, 
Your name, O Jesus, be forever blest. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
You were their rock, their fortress, and their might; 
You, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight 
And in the darkness drear their one true light.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Oh, may your soldiers, faithful, true, and bold 
Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old 
And win with them the victor’s crown of gold.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine! 
We feebly struggle; they in glory shine, 
Yet all are one within your grand design. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long, 
Steals on the ear the distant triumph-song, 
And hearts are brave again and arms are strong.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

 

        Holy Communion, will be celebrated in today’s service. The Bible 
teaches us that Jesus offers us his body and blood for the forgiveness of      
our sins in the Lord’s Supper. The Bible also instructs us that receiving the 
Lord’s Supper together is a public expression of our complete “oneness,”     
or unity of faith. 
 

         Because the Lord’s Supper is an expression of our unity in faith, we 
invite to the Lord’s Supper only those who have expressed that unity with us 
through membership in our congregation or one of our sister congregations  
in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), or our sister church 
body, the ELS. 
 

          If you are a guest from another Christian church, we kindly ask that 
you simply refrain from participation in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
today. We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of    
declaring your agreement with our beliefs before you have had a chance to 
learn more. 
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 The golden evening brightens in the west; 
Soon, soon, to faithful warriors comes their rest. 
Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
But then there breaks a yet more glorious day: 
The saints triumphant rise in bright array; 
The King of glory passes on his way. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
From earth’s wide bounds to ocean’s farthest coast 
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 
Thanksgiving 
 

   Please stand. 

M:  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer of Thanks 
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M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness 

you sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through 
him you have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also 
pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds 
by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and  

      the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

M:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
CLOSING HYMN:  # 327   “God Be with You till We Meet Again”  
 

   ♫ God be with you till we meet again, 
By his counsels guide, uphold you, 
With his sheep securely fold you— 
God be with you till we meet again. 
 Till we meet, Till we meet, 
 Till we meet at Jesus’ feet. 
 Till we meet, Till we meet— 
 God be with you till we meet again. 
 
God be with you till we meet again, 
’Neath his wings protecting hide you, 
Daily manna still provide you— 
God be with you till we meet again. 
 Till we meet, Till we meet, 
 Till we meet at Jesus’ feet. 
 Till we meet, Till we meet— 
 God be with you till we meet again. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

FLOWERS for today’s service were given to the glory of    
   God by the Sandy Murphy (birthday). 
  

PRAYERS  Pray for: Gordon Hillberg, Shawn Lozano, John   
     Velasques, Douglas Ward, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Albert  
     Nunez, Judy Moore, and Don (Turk) Oberg. 
 

Good Shepherd Bible Camp:  July 14-20, grades 4-10.  See  
     Pastor Foley for more information and registration forms. 
 
 

“Hi, We’re Your Neighbors at Star” - Big, fun, promotional,  
     fellowship, outreach day at Waller Park, Saturday, August 24.   
     Watch for sign-up poster, coming soon.  

 
 
 
 

THIS WEEK 
  

Tuesday ESL, 6:00 p.m. 
Thursday Bible Study, 10:00 a.m. 
  ESL, 6:00 p.m. 
 Sunday Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. 
  Worship, 10:00 a.m.  
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 PERSONAL PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
(cf. page 156 in the front of Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal) 

 

Q: What does God tell me about myself in his holy Word? 
A: He says that I am a sinner and deserve only his punishment. 

Q: What should I do if I am not aware of my sins or am not troubled by them? 
A: I should examine myself according to the Ten Commandments and ask how 
well I have carried out my responsibilities as a husband or wife or single person, 
as a parent or child, an employer or employee, a teacher or student. Have I loved 
God with all my heart, gladly heard his Word, and patiently endured affliction? 
Have I been disobedient, proud, or unforgiving?  Have I been selfish, lazy, envi-
ous, or quarrelsome? Have I lied or deceived, taken something not mine, or given 
anyone a bad name? Have I abused my body or permitted indecent thoughts to 
linger in my mind? Have I failed to do what is right and good? 

Q: When I realize that I have sinned against God and deserve his punishment,    
      what should I do? 

A: I will confess before God all my sins, those which I remember as well as those 
of which I am unaware. I will pray to God for his mercy and forgiveness. 

Q: How do I receive his gracious forgiveness? 
A: His Word assures me that Jesus led a pure and holy life for me and died on the 
cross for me to pay the full price for all my sins. Through faith in Jesus, I have 
been clothed in my Savior's perfect righteousness and holiness. 

Q: What further assurance do I have that Jesus is mine and I am his? 
A: In Holy Communion he gives me his body and blood together with the bread 
and wine as a truly life-giving food and drink to unite me with him and my fellow 
believers. By means of this sacrament, Jesus not only forgives my sins but 
sweeps away all my doubts about his love for me, gives me his own strength to 
live a God-pleasing life, and grants me a joyful foretaste of heaven. 

Q: How can I be sure that I receive all these blessings in the Lord's Supper? 
A: I have his own word spoken as his last will and testament on the night before he 
died. There he tells me: "Take and eat; this is my body. Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my blood which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in 
remembrance of me." 

Q: How will I respond to this priceless gift from Jesus? 
A: I will daily thank and praise him for his love to me. With his help I will fight temp-
tation, do my best to correct whatever wrongs I have done, and serve him and 
those around me with love and good works. 

 
Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the precious  
    food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as  
    you remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts  
    of kindness to others. Amen. 


