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S ar of

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

  

4465 South Blosser Road 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 

                      Office:  805-937-0339 
www.starlutheran.org 
Pastor Michael Foley 

       
   Worship Service 

 
 

Sunday,  July 7, 2019   10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Fourth Sunday after  PENTECOST 
 
Theme of the day:  The journey from spiritual death to spiritual  
   life begins with a recognition of guilt.  We have sinned and fall  
   short of fulfilling the Law of the Lord.  Through contrition and  
   repentance God prepares the hearts to receive the gift of the  
   Gospel. 

WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you 
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are  
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking 
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the 
close of this worship service or at your convenience.   
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you 
need to step out with your children, the service can be 
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area. 
Feel free to enter and return at any time.  
 

 
OUR MISSION 

    Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING           
 OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully  
 preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and  
 administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by  
 Christ. 
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WE ENTER THE HOUSE OF THE LORD 
 
OPENING HYMN:  # 517  “Almighty Father, Strong to Save”     
 
  ♫  Almighty Father, strong to save,  
       Whose arm has bound the restless wave, 

Who bids the mighty ocean deep  
Its own appointed limits keep: 
Oh, hear our earnest, humble plea  
For those in peril on the sea. 
 
O Christ, the Lord of hill and plain  
O’er which our traffic runs amain 
By mountain pass or valley low;  
Wherever, Lord, your people go, 
Protect them by your guarding hand  
From ev’ry peril on the land. 
 
O Spirit, whom the Father sent  
To spread abroad the firmament; 
O Wind of heaven, by your might  
Save all who dare the eagle’s flight, 
And keep them by your watchful care  
From ev’ry peril in the air. 

 
  Please stand for last verse: 
 

O Trinity of love and pow’r,  
Your people shield in danger’s hour; 
From rock and tempest, fire and foe,  
Protect them all where’er they go; 
Thus evermore to you shall be  
Glad praise from air and land and sea. 

 

 
Minister:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and  
     the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
 

Congregation:  And also with you. (spoken)  
 
 
 

Confession of Sins 
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M: God invites us to come into his presence to worship him with     
       humble and penitent hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our        
       sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful,  
      and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and      
     actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.   
     For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.   
     But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior     
     Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given  
      his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.   Therefore, as  
      a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all  
      your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy  
      Spirit.   
 

C: Amen  
 

  
M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts  
      with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.   
C:    ♫  Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your  
      love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan  
      and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.  
C:     ♫  Christ, have mercy. 
 
M:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for  
      those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O  
      Lord.   
C:    ♫  Lord,  have mercy. 
 
M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power     
      and keep us in your tender care: 
C.    ♫  Amen. 
 
M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy  
      of praise. 
 
♫  O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.  
Al-might-y God, mer-ci-ful Father,  you crown our life with your 
love.  You take a-way our sin;  you com-fort our spir-it;  



 5 

 
you make us pure and ho-ly in your sight. You did not spare your 
on-ly Son, but gave him up for us all. 
 
O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth. 
 
O Son of God, e-ter-nal Word of the Fa-ther, you came to live with 
us; you made your Fa-ther known; you washed us from our sins in 
your own blood. You are the King of glo-ry; you are the Lord! 
 
O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.  
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 

M: O God, protector of all the faithful, you alone make strong; you 
alone make holy.  Show us your mercy and forgive our sins day by 
day.  Guide us through our earthly lives that we do not lose the 
things you have prepared for us in heaven; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  

C: ♫   Amen 
 
 
Please be seated. 
 
First Lesson:  Galatians 2:11-21 
 

11 When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, be-
cause he was clearly in the wrong. 12 Before certain men came from 
James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he 
began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because 
he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. 13 

The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypoc-
risy even Barnabas was led astray.  

14 When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of 
the gospel, I said to Peter in front of them all, “You are a Jew, yet 
you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you 
force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?  

15 “We who are Jews by birth and not ‘Gentile sinners’ 16 know 
that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Je-
sus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we 
may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, be-
cause by observing the law no one will be justified.  
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17 “If, while we seek to be justified in Christ, it becomes evident 
that we ourselves are sinners, does that mean that Christ promotes 
sin? Absolutely not! 18 If I rebuild what I destroyed, I prove that I 
am a lawbreaker. 19 For through the law I died to the law so that I 
might live for God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no 
longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 
21 I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be 
gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!” 

  
 
Psalm of the Day:   Psalm 32 

Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven,* 
whose sins are covered. 
 
When I kept silent, your hand was heavy upon me;* 
my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer. 
 
Then I acknowledged my sin to you* 
and did not cover up my iniquity. 
 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”* 
and you forgave the guilt of my sin. 
 
Refrain 
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You are my hiding place;* 
you will protect me from trouble. 
 
Many are the woes of the wicked,* 
but the LORD’S unfailing love surrounds those who trust in 
him. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
 
 

Verse of the Day: 
 

M: Alleluia.  May your priests be clothed with righteousness; may  
       your saints sing for joy.   Alleluia.      (Psalm 132:9) 
C:  ♫   Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
                These words are written that we may believe 
                 that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
    Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 

Second Lesson:   Luke 7:36-50 
 

36 Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with 
him, so he went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37 

When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that 
Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster 
jar of perfume, 38 and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, 
she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with 
her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them.  

39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to 
himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touch-
ing him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.”  

40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.”  
“Tell me, teacher,” he said. 
41 “Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed 

him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.  
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42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he can-
celed the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?”  

43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt 
canceled.” 

“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said.  
44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do 

you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me 
any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped 
them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, 
from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did 
not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 

Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—for she 
loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little.”  

48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”  
49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this 

who even forgives sins?”  50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith 
has saved you; go in peace.”  

  
 

 
 
 

Hymn: # 617 “Christ, by Heavenly Hosts Adored” 
 
  ♫  Christ, by heav’nly hosts adored,  
       Gracious, mighty, sov’reign Lord, 

God of nations, King of kings, Head of all created things, 
By the Church with joy confessed, God o’er all, forever blest— 
Pleading, at your throne we stand:  
Save your people, bless our land. 
 
On our fields of grass and grain Send, O Lord, the kindly rain; 
O’er our wide and goodly land Crown the labors of each hand. 
Let your kind protection be O’er our commerce on the sea. 
Open, Lord, your bounteous hand;  
Bless your people, bless our land. 
 
Give us rulers who will be Known for love and honesty; 
Let the pow’rs that you ordained  
Be in righteousness maintained. 
In the people’s hearts increase Love of piety and peace. 
Thus united, we shall stand One wide, free, and happy land. 
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Sermon:  2 Chronicles 33:1-6, 10-16 
 

Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned 
in Jerusalem fifty-five years. 2 He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, fol-
lowing the detestable practices of the nations the Lord had driven out 
before the Israelites. 3 He rebuilt the high places his father Hezekiah 
had demolished; he also erected altars to the Baals and made Asherah 
poles. He bowed down to all the starry hosts and worshiped them. 4 

He built altars in the temple of the Lord, of which the Lord had said, 
“My Name will remain in Jerusalem forever.” 5 In both courts of the 
temple of the Lord, he built altars to all the starry hosts. 6 He sacri-
ficed his sons in the fire in the Valley of Ben Hinnom, practiced sor-
cery, divination and witchcraft, and consulted mediums and spiritists. 
He did much evil in the eyes of the Lord, provoking him to anger.  

 10 The Lord spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they paid no 
attention. 11 So the Lord brought against them the army commanders 
of the king of Assyria, who took Manasseh prisoner, put a hook in his 
nose, bound him with bronze shackles and took him to Babylon. 12 In 
his distress he sought the favor of the Lord his God and humbled 
himself greatly before the God of his fathers. 13 And when he prayed 
to him, the Lord was moved by his entreaty and listened to his plea; 
so he brought him back to Jerusalem and to his kingdom. Then Ma-
nasseh knew that the Lord is God.  

14 Afterward he rebuilt the outer wall of the City of David, west of 
the Gihon spring in the valley, as far as the entrance of the Fish Gate 
and encircling the hill of Ophel; he also made it much higher. He sta-
tioned military commanders in all the fortified cities in Judah.      
15 He got rid of the foreign gods and removed the image from the tem-
ple of the Lord, as well as all the altars he had built on the temple hill 
and in Jerusalem; and he threw them out of the city. 16 Then he re-
stored the altar of the Lord and sacrificed fellowship offerings and 
thank offerings on it, and told Judah to serve the Lord, the God of 
Israel.   
 

 
Nicene Creed 

 

   We believe in one God, the father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was in-
carnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 
human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered death and was buried. 
 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Fa-
ther. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord, the giver of life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son, Who in unity with the Father 
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. 
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the  world to come.  
Amen. 
 
     
Offering     
 
Prayer for our Nation 
M: Almighty God, we acknowledge with thanks that all we have and 

enjoy is a gift from your gracious hand. We come before you today 
in heartfelt appreciation for our nation and its people. 

C: We thank you for enabling us to worship you in freedom and to 
serve you without fear. 

M: You have enriched us with the bounties of farm and factory,         
the beauty of forest and mountain, and the marvels of medicine and 
science. 

C: For all these blessings, we praise and glorify you. 

M: Look with favor upon our nation, and preserve our cherished liber-
ties. Enable our leaders to govern with wisdom, honesty, courage, 
and justice. Protect those who serve in the armed forces and those 
who maintain peace and safety in our communities. 

C: Give us willingness to obey our nation’s laws and to work for 
the common good. 
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M: Keep our financial institutions secure and our economy strong. Bless 

our fields that they may produce abundant harvests. Guard us from 
calamities of nature and accident, and spare our land from the ravages 
of disease and epidemic. 

C: Teach us not to worry but to cast all our cares on you. 

M: Strengthen the homes of our nation. By your Spirit lead husbands and 
wives to love each other, parents to nurture their children, young 
adults to assume responsibility, and children to show respect. 

M: To you, O Lord, we bring our thanks and our requests. 
C: Hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-

dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Holy Sacrament 

M: The Lord be with you. 
 

C:    ♫  And also with you.  
 

 

        Holy Communion, will be celebrated in today’s service. The Bible 
teaches us that Jesus offers us his body and blood for the forgiveness of      
our sins in the Lord’s Supper. The Bible also instructs us that receiving the 
Lord’s Supper together is a public expression of our complete “oneness,”     
or unity of faith. 
 

         Because the Lord’s Supper is an expression of our unity in faith, we 
invite to the Lord’s Supper only those who have expressed that unity with us 
through membership in our congregation or one of our sister congregations  
in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), or our sister church 
body, the ELS. 
 

          If you are a guest from another Christian church, we kindly ask that 
you simply refrain from participation in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
today. We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of    
declaring your agreement with our beliefs before you have had a chance to 
learn more. 
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M: Lift up your hearts. 
 

C:   ♫  We lift them up to the Lord.  
 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

C: ♫  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 
 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he    
     has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. In the past he spoke to  
     us through the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us  
     by his Son, who is the radiance of his glory.       

    Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our  
     God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne  
     and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever  
     and ever. 
 
  Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.  The whole earth is full of 
your glory.  You are my God, and I will exalt you.  I will give you 
thanks for you have become my salvation.   Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord of hosts.  The whole earth is full of your glory.    
 
 
The Words of Institution 
 
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C: ♫  Amen.    
 
 
  ♫  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us.  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin  
of the world; have mercy on us.  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world grant us your peace.  Amen.   
 

 

Hymn Verses during Communion:  “Battle Hymn of the Republic” 

 ♫   Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord; 
       He is trampling out the vintage 

where the grapes of wrath are stored; 
He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword; 
His truth is marching on. 
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 Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! 
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! His truth is marching on. 

I have read a fiery Gospel writ in burnished rows of steel; 
“As ye deal with My contemners, so with you  
My grace shall deal”; 
Let the Hero, born of woman,  
crush the serpent with His heel, 
Since God is marching on. 
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! 
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! Since God is marching on. 
 
He has sounded forth the trumpet  
that shall never call retreat; 
He is sifting out the hearts of men before His judgment seat; 
Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer Him! be jubilant, my feet; 
Our God is marching on. 
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! 
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! Our God is marching on. 
 
In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea, 
With a glory in His bosom that transfigures you and me: 
As He died to make men holy, let us live to make men free; 
While God is marching on. 
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! 
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! While God is marching on. 

 
 
 
Thanksgiving 
 
 

   Please stand. 
 
     ♫  Thank the Lord and sing his praise. 
 Tell ev’ryone what he has done. 
 Let all who seek the Lord rejoice 
    and proudly bear his name. 
 He renews his promises and leads  
 his people forth in joy 
 With shouts of thanksgiving. 
  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
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Prayer of Thanks 
 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have 
praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which 
have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, 
and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge 
of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: ♫   Amen 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony  
      with one another.  Serve the Lord with gladness.   
 

      The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his  
      face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord  
      look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
C. ♫   Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN:  # 619  “God Bless Our Native Land” 
 
  ♫   God bless our native land! 

Firm may she ever stand 
Through storm and night! 
When the wild tempests rave, 
Ruler of wind and wave, 
Do thou our country save 
By thy great might. 
 
For her our prayers shall rise 
To God above the skies; 
On him we wait. 
Thou who art ever nigh, 
Guarding with watchful eye, 
To thee aloud we cry, 
God save the state! 
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Q: What does God tell me about myself in his holy Word? 
A: He says that I am a sinner and deserve only his punishment. 

Q: What should I do if I am not aware of my sins or am not troubled by them? 
A: I should examine myself according to the Ten Commandments and ask how well 
I have carried out my responsibilities as a husband or wife or single person, as a 
parent or child, an employer or employee, a teacher or student. Have I loved God 
with all my heart, gladly heard his Word, and patiently endured affliction? Have I 
been disobedient, proud, or unforgiving?  Have I been selfish, lazy, envious, or 
quarrelsome? Have I lied or deceived, taken something not mine, or given anyone a 
bad name? Have I abused my body or permitted indecent thoughts to linger in my 
mind? Have I failed to do what is right and good? 

Q: When I realize that I have sinned against God and deserve his punishment,    
      what should I do? 

A: I will confess before God all my sins, those which I remember as well as those of 
which I am unaware. I will pray to God for his mercy and forgiveness. 

Q: How do I receive his gracious forgiveness? 
A: His Word assures me that Jesus led a pure and holy life for me and died on the 
cross for me to pay the full price for all my sins. Through faith in Jesus, I have been 
clothed in my Savior's perfect righteousness and holiness. 

Q: What further assurance do I have that Jesus is mine and I am his? 
A: In Holy Communion he gives me his body and blood together with the bread and 
wine as a truly life-giving food and drink to unite me with him and my fellow 
believers. By means of this sacrament, Jesus not only forgives my sins but sweeps 
away all my doubts about his love for me, gives me his own strength to live a God-
pleasing life, and grants me a joyful foretaste of heaven. 

Q: How can I be sure that I receive all these blessings in the Lord's Supper? 
A: I have his own word spoken as his last will and testament on the night before he 
died. There he tells me: "Take and eat; this is my body. Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my blood which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in 
remembrance of me." 

Q: How will I respond to this priceless gift from Jesus? 
A: I will daily thank and praise him for his love to me. With his help I will fight 
temptation, do my best to correct whatever wrongs I have done, and serve him and 
those around me with love and good works. 

 
 
Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the precious food 
of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as you remain 
in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of kindness to 
others. Amen. 

PERSONAL PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
(cf. page 156 in the front of Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYERS  Pray for: Gordon Hillberg, Shawn Lozano, John   
     Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Albert Nunez, Judy  
     Moore, Don (Turk) Oberg, Andrew Alba, and Shawna  
     Bushey (Carol Powell’s daughter). 
 
 
 

“Hi, We’re Your Neighbors at Star” - Big, fun, promotional,  
  fellowship, outreach day at Waller Park, Saturday, August 24.     

 
THIS WEEK   

   Monday Voters’ Meeting, 7:30 p.m. 
  Tuesday ESL, 6:00 p.m.  
   Thursday Bible Class, 10:00 a.m. 
   ESL, 6:00 p.m.  
        Friday Atascadero Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. 
      Sunday Worship, 10:00 a.m. 

 
 
 
 


