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S ar of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

  

4465 South Blosser Road 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 

                      Office:  805-937-0339 
www.starlutheran.org 
Pastor Michael Foley 

       

                              Worship Service 
 
 

Sunday,     August 11, 2019   10:00 a.m. 
   
 

  Ninth Sunday after PENTECOST 
 

 

Theme of the day:  The believer hears the Word of God and  
   listens with a trusting heart.  So many things in this world  
   can distract us from that simple privilege and duty of  
   believers!  Living according to God’s will means giving  
   the Word of God central place in our lives as the one thing  
   needful. 

WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you 
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are  
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking 
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the 
close of this worship service or at your convenience.   
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you 
need to step out with your children, the service can be 
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area. 
Feel free to enter and return at any time.  
 

 
OUR MISSION 

    Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING           
 OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully  
 preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and  
 administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by  
 Christ. 
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OPENING HYMN:  # 255   “Speak, O Lord” 
 
  ♫  Open now thy gates of beauty; Zion, let me enter there, 

Where my soul in joyful duty  
Waits for him who answers prayer. 
Oh, how blessed is this place,  
Filled with solace, light, and grace! 
 
Gracious God, I come before thee; Come thou also unto me. 
Where we find thee and adore thee,  
There a heav’n on earth must be. 
To my heart, oh, enter thou; Let it be thy temple now! 
 
Here thy praise is gladly chanted; Here thy seed is duly sown. 
Let my soul, where it is planted,  
Bring forth precious sheaves alone, 
So that all I hear may be Fruitful unto life in me. 
 
Thou my faith increase and quicken;  
Let me keep thy gift divine, 
Howsoe’er temptations thicken;  
May thy Word still o’er me shine 
As my guiding star through life, As my comfort in all strife 
  

Please stand for last verse: 
 
Speak, O God, and I will hear thee;  
Let thy will be done indeed. 
May I undisturbed draw near thee  
While thou dost thy people feed. 
Here of life the fountain flows; Here is balm for all our woes. 

 
 
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and  
       the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation:  And also with you. (spoken)  

 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love 
and serve him as his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him 
and deserve only his wrath and punishment.  Therefore, let us  
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 
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C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from    
birth.  In countless ways I have sinned against you and do    
not deserve to be called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing 
love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 
 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the per-
fect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has re-
moved your guilt forever.  You are his own dear child.  May God 
give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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M: Grant us, Lord, the spirit to think and do what is right that we, who  
      cannot do anything that is good without you, may by your help be  
      enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus Christ, your  
      Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
      one God, now and forever. 
 

C: ♫ Amen. 

Please be seated. 

  

 THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON:  Genesis 18:1–14    
 

The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he 
was sitting by the door to his tent during the heat of the day. 
2Abraham looked up, and he saw three men standing in front of 
him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them, 
and he bowed down to the ground. 3He said, “My lord, if I have 
now found favor in your sight, please do not pass your servant by. 
4Now let me get a little water so that all of you can wash your feet 
and rest under the tree. 5Let me get some bread so that you can re-
fresh yourselves. After that you may go your way. That is why you 
have come to your servant.”  

They said, “Yes, do as you have said.”  
6Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quickly 

prepare twenty quarts of fine flour, knead it, and make some 
loaves of bread.” 7Abraham ran to the herd, brought a good, ten-
der calf, and gave it to the servant. He hurried to prepare it. 8He 
took cheese curds, milk, and the calf that he had prepared and set 
it before them. He stood beside them under the tree while they ate.  

9They asked him, “Where is Sarah, your wife?”  He said, “She 
is over there in the tent.”   10One of the men said, “I will certainly 
return to you when this season comes around next year.    Then  
Sarah your wife will have a son.” Sarah was listening to this from 
the tent door, which was behind him. 11Now Abraham and Sarah 
were old, well into old age. Sarah was past the age for childbearing. 
12Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I am worn out, will I 
have pleasure, since my lord is also old?”  

13The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, 
‘Will I really give birth to a child though I am old?’ 14Is anything 
impossible for the Lord? At the set time next year I will return to 
you, and Sarah will have a son.”  
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PSALM OF THE DAY:  Psalm 119a 

Blessed are they whose ways are blameless,* 
who walk according to the law of the LORD. 
 
Blessed are they who keep his statutes* 
and seek him with all their heart. 
 
You have laid down precepts* 
that are to be fully obeyed. 
 
Refrain 
 
Oh, that my ways were steadfast* 
in obeying your decrees! 
 
Then I would not be put to shame* 
when I consider all your commands. 
 
I will praise you with an upright heart* 
as I learn your righteous laws. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
M: Alleluia.  Alleluia.  My Word will not return to me empty, but will  
      accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent  
      it.  Alleluia!    (Isaiah 55:11) 
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C:   ♫Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

These words are written that we may believe  
    that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

 
SECOND LESSON:  Colossians 1:21–29    
 

21At one time, you were alienated from God and hostile in your 
thinking as expressed through your evil deeds. 22But now Christ 
reconciled you in his body of flesh through death, in order to pre-
sent you holy, blameless, and faultless before him— 23if you contin-
ue steadfast and firm in faith, without being moved away from the 
hope of the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard, which has 
been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, 
have become a minister.  

24Now I rejoice in my sufferings on your behalf, and in my flesh 
I am filling up what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ on behalf 
of his body, which is the church. 25I became a minister of the 
church for your benefit when God gave me the task of fully pro-
claiming the word of God, 26namely, the mystery that was hidden 
for past ages and generations, but now has been revealed to his 
saints. 27God wanted to make known to them what is the wealth of 
the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles—this mystery, which 
is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  

28We proclaim him as we admonish and teach everyone with all 
wisdom, so that we might present everyone perfect in Christ. 29This 
is the goal I am laboring to reach, striving with his strength, which 
is powerfully at work in me.  
 

 
HYMN: # 735   “Speak, O Lord”     (music on p. 12) 
 
  ♫  Speak, O Lord, as we come to you    
       To receive the food of your Holy Word. 

Take you truth, plant it deep in us;   
Shape and fashion us in your likeness 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us      
All your purposes   for your glory. 
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Teach us, Lord, full obedience,  Holy reverence, true humility. 
Test our thoughts and our attitudes    
In the radiance of your purity. 
Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see 
Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of pow’r that can never fail, 
Let their truth prevail   over unbelief. 
  
Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;  
Help us grasp the heights of your plan for us. 
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
That will echo down through eternity. 
And by grace we’ll stand on your promises, 
And by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us. 
Speak, O Lord, as your Church is built 
And you fill the earth   with your glory.  
 

 
SERMON:  Luke 10:38–42    
 

38As they went on their way, Jesus came into a village, and a 
woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 39She had a 
sister named Mary, who was sitting at the Lord’s feet and was lis-
tening to his word. 40But Martha was distracted with all her serv-
ing. She came over and said, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister 
has left me to serve alone? Tell her to help me.”  

41The Lord answered and told her, “Martha, Martha, you are 
worried and upset about many things, 42but one thing is needed. In 
fact, Mary has chosen that better part, which will not be taken 
away from her.”  
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
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     He descended into hell. 
     The third day he rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
     From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit; 

the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Hymn:  # 290   “One Thing’s Needful” 
   ♫ One thing’s needful; Lord, this treasure  
       Teach me highly to regard. 

All else, though it first give pleasure, Is a yoke that presses hard. 
Beneath it the heart is still fretting and striving, 
No true, lasting happiness ever deriving. 
This one thing is needful; all others are vain— 
I count all but loss that I Christ may obtain. 
 
How were Mary’s thoughts devoted Her eternal joy to find 
As intent each word she noted, At her Savior’s feet reclined. 
How kindled her heart, how devout was its feeling, 
While hearing the lessons that Christ was revealing; 
All earthly concerns she forgot for her Lord 
And found her contentment in hearing his Word. 
 
Wisdom’s highest, noblest treasure, Jesus, can be found in you. 
Let me find in you my pleasure; Make my will and actions true, 
Humility there and simplicity reigning, 
In paths of true wisdom my steps ever training. 
If I learn from Jesus this knowledge divine, 
The blessing of heavenly wisdom is mine. 
  
 

  
THANKSGIVING 

OFFERING 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
       thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
       Give us this day our daily bread;  
           and forgive us our trespasses,  
           as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
       and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
       For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever  
        and ever. Amen. 
 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one an-

other. Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

C: ♫   Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 

HYMN # 745   “May the Peace of God”  

     ♫    May the peace of God our heav’nly Father, 
            And the grace of Christ the risen Son, 
 And the fellowship of God the Spirit 
 Keep our hearts and minds within his love, 
  And to him be praise for his glorious reign 
  From the depths of earth to the heights of heav’n. 
  We declare the name of the Lamb once slain —  
  Christ eternal, the King of kings. 
 
 May this peace which passes understanding, 
 And this grace which makes us what we are, 
 And this fellowship of his Communion 
 Make us one in spirit and in heart. 
  And to him be praise for his glorious reign 
  From the depths of earth to the heights of heav’n. 
  We declare the name of the Lamb once slain —  
  Christ eternal, the King of kings. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
FLOWERS for today’s service are given to the glory of God by  
     the Evers in thankfulness for many blessings. 
 
PRAYERS  Pray for: Gordon Hillberg, Shawn Lozano, John   
     Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Albert Nunez, Judy  
     Moore, Don (Turk) Oberg, Shawna Bushey, Rose Marie  
     Hillberg, Atalia (Moores’ grand-daughter), Austin Barnard,  
     and Dennis Douglas. 
 
“Hi, We’re Your Neighbors at Star” - Big, fun, promotional,  
  fellowship, outreach day at Waller Park, Saturday, August 24.   
 
 
 

THIS WEEK   

   Monday Voters Meeting, 7:30 p.m. 
  Tuesday ESL, 6:00 p.m.  
   Thursday Bible Class, 10:00 a.m. 
   ESL, 6:00 p.m.  
      Sunday Sunday School & Bible Class, 9:00 a.m. 
   Worship with Communion, 10:00 a.m. 
                                Fellowship Luch & Congregational Meeting 

 
 
 

COMING UP 
 

 
 

 NEW ESL SESSION, Tuesdays & Thursdays, 6:00-7:30 p.m., 
      beginning September 3. 
 
 

 AREA REFORMATION SERVICE, November 3, 4:00 p.m. 
      It is Star of Bethlehem’s turn to provide the luncheon 
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                             “...but one thing is needed…” 

www.starlutheran.org 


