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S ar of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

  

4465 South Blosser Road 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 

                      Office:  805-937-0339 
www.starlutheran.org 
Pastor Michael Foley 

     
                 Worship Service 

 

     Sunday,  October 13, 2019   10:00 a.m. 
 

Eighteenth Sunday after PENTECOST 
 

Theme of the day:   Our attitude about material possessions and  
  the way we handle them reflect our relationship with God.  Jesus  
  teaches that the way we deal with things today shows where our  
  priorities lie for “tomorrow.”  And, as Paul relates to Timothy, our  
  use of time (for example, in prayer) centers on the most valuable  
  thing we have, the ransom Christ paid to reconcile us with God. 

WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you 
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are  
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking 
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the 
close of this worship service or at your convenience.   
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you 
need to step out with your children, the service can be 
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area. 
Feel free to enter and return at any time.  
 

 
OUR MISSION 

    Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING           
 OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully  
 preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and  
 administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by  
 Christ. 
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OPENING HYMN:  # 537   “Onward, Christian Soldiers” 
 
  ♫  Onward, Christian soldiers, Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus Going on before. 
Christ, the royal master, Leads against the foe; 
Forward into battle See his banners go! 
 Onward, Christian soldiers, Marching as to war, 
 With the cross of Jesus Going on before. 
 
Like a mighty army Moves the Church of God; 
Brothers, we are treading Where the saints have trod. 
We are not divided, All one body we, 
One in hope and doctrine, One in charity. 
 Onward, Christian soldiers, Marching as to war, 
 With the cross of Jesus Going on before. 
 
Crowns and thrones may perish, Kingdoms rise and wane, 
But the Church of Jesus Constant will remain. 
Gates of hell can never ’Gainst that Church prevail; 
We have Christ’s own promise, And that cannot fail. 
 Onward, Christian soldiers, Marching as to war, 
 With the cross of Jesus Going on before. 

 
Please stand for last verse: 

 
Onward, then, ye faithful; Join the happy throng, 
Blend with ours your voices In the triumph song: 
Glory, laud, and honor Unto Christ the King; 
This through countless ages Saints and angels sing. 
 Onward, Christian soldiers, Marching as to war, 
 With the cross of Jesus Going on before. 

 
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and  
       the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation:  And also with you. (spoken)  
 
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love 

and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him 
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us  
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from    
birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do    
not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing 
love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the per-

fect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has re-
moved your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God 
give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

M: Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and leave no one 
standing idle.  Help us to order our lives by your wisdom and to 
serve you in willing obedience; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 

C: ♫ Amen.      
Please be seated. 
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FIRST LESSON:  1 Timothy 2:1–8    
 

First of all, then, I urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions, 
and thanksgivings be made for all people, 2for kings and all those 
who are in authority, in order that we might live a quiet and peace-
ful life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is good and pleasing in the 
sight of God our Savior, 4who wants all people to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God and one 
mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 6who 
gave himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper 
time. 7For this testimony, I was appointed a herald and an apos-
tle—I speak the truth; I am not lying—a teacher of the Gentiles in 
faith and truth.  

8Therefore, I want the men in every place to pray, lifting up  
holy hands without anger or argument.   
 
 

PSALM OF THE DAY:  Psalm 38 

 

O LORD, do not rebuke me in your anger* 
or discipline me in your wrath. 
 
For your arrows have pierced me,* 
and your hand has come down upon me. 
 
My guilt has overwhelmed me* 
like a burden too heavy to bear. 

 
       Refrain 
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All my longings lie open before you, O LORD;* 
my sighing is not hidden from you. 
 
I wait for you, O LORD;* 
you will answer, O Lord my God. 
 
Come quickly to help me,* 
O Lord my Savior. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
M: Alleluia, alleluia.  Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; they  
     will tell of the power of your awesome works, and I will proclaim  
     your great deeds.   Alleluia.  (Psalm 145) 
 
C: My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in  
      weakness.      (2 Corinthians 12:9) 
 
 
 
SECOND LESSON:  Luke 16:1–13    
 

Jesus also said to his disciples, “There was a rich man who had 
a manager who was accused of wasting his possessions. 2The rich 
man called him in and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about 
you? Give an account of your management, because you can no 
longer be manager.’  

3“The manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, since my mas-
ter is taking away the management position from me? I am not 
strong enough to dig. I am ashamed to beg. 4I know what I will do, 
so that when I am removed from my position as manager, people 
will receive me into their houses.’  
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5“He called each one of his master’s debtors to him. He asked 
the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He said, ‘Six hun-
dred gallons of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down 
quickly, and write three hundred.’ 7Then he said to another, ‘How 
much do you owe?’ And he said, ‘Six hundred bushels of wheat.’ 
He said to him, ‘Take your bill and write four hundred and eighty.’  

8“The master commended the dishonest manager because he 
had acted shrewdly. For the children of this world are more 
shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the children of 
the light are. 9I tell you, make friends for yourselves with unright-
eous mammon, so that when it runs out, they will welcome you into 
the eternal dwellings. 10The person who is faithful with very little is 
also faithful with much. And the person who is unrighteous with 
very little is also unrighteous with much. 11So if you have not been 
faithful with unrighteous mammon who will entrust you with what 
is really valuable? 12If you have not been faithful with what belongs 
to someone else, who will give you something to be your own? 13No 
servant can serve two masters. Indeed, either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve both God and mammon.”  

 
HYMN: # 469  “Take My Life and Let It Be”   
    ♫   Take my life and let it be Consecrated, Lord, to thee. 

Take my moments and my days;  
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
Take my hands and let them move At the impulse of thy love. 
Take my feet and let them be Swift and beautiful for thee. 
 
Take my voice and let me sing Always, only for my King. 
Take my lips and let them be Filled with messages from thee. 
 
Take my silver and my gold; Not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my intellect and use Ev’ry pow’r as thou shalt choose. 
 
Take my will and make it thine; It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart—it is thine own; It shall be thy royal throne. 
 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour At thy feet its treasure store. 
Take myself, and I will be Ever, only, all for thee. 
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SERMON:  Genesis 14:8-24 
 

      The king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, 
the king of Zeboim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) went out 
and line up for battle in the Valley of Siddim against Kedorlaomer 
king of Elam, Tidal king of Goyim, Amraphel king of Shinar, and 
Arioch king of Ellasar – four kings against five.  Now the Valley 
Siddim was full of tar pits.  When the kings of Sodom and Gomor-
rah fled, they fell there.  Those who survived fled to the hills.  The 
raiders took all the possessions of Sodom and Gomorrah and all 
their food, and then they went on their way.  Because he had been 
living in Sodom, they took also Lot, the son of Abram’s brother, 
and his possessions and went on their way. 

 One person escaped and came and told Abram the 
Hebrew, who was living by the oaks that belonged to Mamre the 
Amorite, the brother of Eshcol and Aner.  They were allies of 
Abram.  When Abram heard that his relative was taken captive, he 
led out all his trained men who were born in his house, three hun-
dred eighteen of them, and pursued them as far as Dan.  During 
the night he divided his servants into groups to attack them.  He 
struck them and pursued them to Hobah, north of Damascus.  He 
brought back all the possessions.  He also brought back his relative 
Lot, and his possessions, and the women also, and the rest of the 
people. 

After Abram’s return from the defeat of Kedorlaomer and 
the kings who were with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet 
him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley).  Melchize-
dek king of Salem brought out bread and wine.  He was a priest of 
God Most High.  He blessed Abram and said, “Blessed be Abram 
by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth, and blessed be 
God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your hand.” 

Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 
The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the people and 

take the goods for yourself.” 
 Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have lifted up 

my hand to swear to the Lord, God Most High, Creator of heaven 
and earth, that I will not take a thread of a sandal strap or any-
thing that is yours, so that you cannot say, ‘I have made Abram 
rich.’  I will take nothing except that which the young men have 
eaten and the share belonging to the men who went with me, name-
ly, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre.  Let them take their share.” 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of God  
     the Father almighty.  

   From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Hymn:  # 485   “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 
   ♫ We give thee but thine own, Whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from thee. 
 
May we thy bounties thus As stewards true receive 
And gladly, as thou blessest us, To thee our firstfruits give. 
 
Oh, hearts are bruised and dead, And homes are bare and cold, 
And lambs for whom the shepherd bled  
Are straying from the fold. 
 
To comfort and to bless, To find a balm for woe, 
To tend the lone and fatherless, Is angels’ work below. 
 
The captives to release, To God the lost to bring, 
To teach the way of life and peace—It is a Christlike thing. 
 
And we believe thy Word Though dim our faith may be: 
Whate’er for thine we do, O Lord, We do it unto thee. 
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OFFERING 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one an-
other. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
 

C: ♫Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 
 
HYMN “Am I a Soldier of the Cross”  (sung to tune of CW: # 259)  
 
   ♫ Am I a soldier of the cross, 
      A follow’r of the Lamb? 
      And shall I fear to own His cause, 
      Or blush to speak His name? 

 
Must I be carried to the skies 
On flow’ry beds of ease, 
While others fought to win the prize, 
And sailed through bloody seas? 
 
Are there no foes for me to face? 
Must I not stem the flood? 
Is this vile world a friend to grace, 
To help me on to God? 
 
Sure I must fight if I would reign; 
Increase my courage, Lord; 
I’ll bear the toil, endure the pain, 
Supported by Thy Word. 
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Thy saints in all this glorious war 
Shall conquer though they die; 
They see the triumph from afar 
With faith’s discerning eye. 
 
When that illustrious Day shall rise 
And all thine armies shine 
In robes of vict’ry through the skies, 
The glory shall be thine. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 

FLOWERS for today’s service are given to the glory of God  
       by Pat Hollum.  
 

PRAYERS  Pray for: Gordon Hillberg, Shawn Lozano, John   
     Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Albert Nunez, Judy  
     Moore, Shawna Bushey, Rose Marie Hillberg, Atalia (Moores’  
     grand-daughter), Austin Barnard, Dennis Douglas, Julieanna  
     Saenz, Rylie Lopez, Molly Webb, Jim Moore (Jr.) and family. 
 
 
 

THIS WEEK   

    Monday Voters’ Meeting, 7:30 p.m. 
 Tuesday ESL, 6:00 p.m.  
    Wednesday Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. 
   Thursday Bible Class, 10:00 a.m. 
   ESL, 6:00 p.m. 
       Friday  Atascadero Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. 
      Saturday Catechism Class, 10:00 a.m.  
      Sunday Sunday School & Bible Class, 9:00 a.m. 
   Worship, 10:00 a.m. 
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LWMS MISSION CALENDARS will be ordered soon.  Let us  
       know if you want in. 
 

AREA REFORMATION SERVICE, November 3, 4:00 p.m. 
      It is Star of Bethlehem’s turn to provide the luncheon. 

 

 Special Mission Offering for this season is the Central Africa  
             Medical Mission. 

 
  
 

        
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
First of all, then, I urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions,   
   and thanksgivings be made for all people… 
                                                                                                 - 1 Timothy 2:1 

 
 

www.starlutheran.org 


