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Worship Service
Sunday, February 23,2020 10:00 a.m.

Last Sunday after the Epiphany
TRANSFIGURATION of our LORD

Theme of the day: Jesus appears in glory as the Son of God. Before
he suffers as man’s substitute, Jesus gives his Church a glimpse of
the glory that he set aside to be our Savior. See how he loves us!
The Majestic Glory became a man to suffer and die for us, just as
Moses and the Prophets had foretold. How good to be here!

WELCOME

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.

All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall.

Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.

OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of "HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and

administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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OPENING HYMN: # 242 “Oh, that I Had a Thousand Voices”

J Oh, that I had a thousand voices
To praise my God with thousand tongues!
My heart, which in the Lord rejoices,
Would then proclaim in grateful songs
To all, wherever I might be,
What great things God has done for me.

O forest leaves, so green and tender,
That dance for joy in summer air,

O meadow grasses, bright and slender,
O flow’rs, so wondrous sweet and fair,
You live to show his praise alone;
With me now make his glory known.

All creatures that have breath and motion,
That fill the earth, the sea, and sky,

Now join me in my heart’s devotion;

Help me to raise his praises high.

My utmost pow’rs can never quite
Express the wonders of his might.

Please stand for last verse:

Lord, I will tell, while I am living,

Your love and grace with ev’ry breath
And greet each morning with thanksgiving
Until my heart is still in death,

And, when at last my lips grow cold,

Your praise shall in my sighs be told.

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you. (spoken)

CONFESSION OF SINS

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.



C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from
birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do
not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the per-
fect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has re-
moved your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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M: Lord God, before the suffering and death of your one and only Son,
you revealed his glory on the holy mountain. Grant that we who
bear his cross on earth may behold by faith the light of his heavenly
glory and so be changed into his likeness; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C: JJ Amen.
Please be seated.
THE WORD

FIRST LESSON: Exodus 24:12,15-18

”The Lorb said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain.
Wait there, and I will give you the stone tablets with the law and
the commands that I have written, so that you can teach them.”

“Moses went up onto the mountain, and the cloud covered the
mountain. '°The Glory of the LoRD settled on Mount Sinai, and the
cloud covered the mountain for six days. On the seventh day the
LORD called to Moses out of the middle of the cloud. '"The appear-
ance of the Glory of the LORD looked like a devouring fire on the
top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. '*Moses en-
tered into the middle of the cloud and climbed up the mountain.
Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights.

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 148
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Praise the LORD from the heavens,*
praise him in the heights above.

Praise him, all his angels,*
praise him, all his heavenly hosts.



Praise him, sun and moon,*
praise him, all you shining stars.
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Praise the LORD from the earth,*
lightning and hail, stormy winds that do his bidding,

you mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars,*
wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds,

kings of the earth and all rulers on earth,*
young men and maidens, old men and children.

Let them praise the name of the LORD,*
for his splendor is above the earth and the heavens.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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VERSE OF THE DAY

M: Alleluia. Alleluia. A voice came from the cloud: This is my Son,
whom I love. Listen to him.” Alleluia! (Mark 9:7)

C: J Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



SECOND LESSON: 2 Peter 1:16-21

1°To be sure, we were not following cunningly devised fables
when we made known to you the powerful appearance of our Lord
Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. '"For he re-
ceived honor and glory from God the Father, when the voice came
to him from within the Majestic Glory, saylng, “This is my Son,
whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” '*We heard this voice,
which came out of heaven when we were with him on the holy
mountain.

“We also have the completely reliable prophetic word. You do
well to pay attention to it, as to a lamp shlnlng in a dark place, until
the day dawns and the Morning Star rises in your hearts, *’since
we know this above all else: No prophecy of Scripture comes about
from someone’s own interpretation. Tn fact, no prophecy ever
came by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were
being carried along by the Holy Spirit.

HYMN: # 712 (to tune of 255) “Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain”

J Jesus, take us to the mountain
Where, with Peter, James and John,
We are dazzled by Your glory,
Light as blinding as the sun.
There prepare us for the night
By the vision of that sight.

What do you want us to see there
That Your close companions saw?
Your divinity revealed there
Fills us with the self-same awe.
Clothed in flesh like ours You go,
Matched to meet our deadliest foe.

What do You want us to hear there
That Your dear disciples heard?
Once again the voice from heaven
Says of the incarnate Word:
"Listen, listen ev'ryone;
This is My beloved Son!"



Take us to that other mountain
Where we see You glorified.
Where You shouted, "It is finished!"
Where for all the world You died.
Hear the stunned centurion:
"Truly this was God's own Son!"

We who have beheld Your glory,
Risen and ascended Lord,
Cannot help but tell the story,
All that we have seen and heard,
Say with Peter, James, and John:
"You are God's beloved Son!"

SERMON: Matthew 17:1-9

Six days later Jesus took with him Peter, James, and John the
brother of J ames; and he led them up onto a high mountain by
themselves. *There he was transfigured in front of them. His face
was shining like the sun. His clothing became as white as the light.

3] ust then, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Jesus.
*Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you
want, I will make three shelters here: one for you, one for Moses,
and one for Elijah.”

*While he was still speaklng, suddenly a bright cloud overshad-
owed them. Just then, a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This
is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him.”

When the disciples heard this, they fell face down and were
terrified. 'Jesus approached and as he touched them, he said, “Get
up, and do not be afraid.” When they opened their eyes, they saw
no one except Jesus alone. ’As they were coming down the moun-
tain, Jesus commanded them, “Do not tell anyone what you have
seen until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”

Please stand.

APOSTLES’ CREED



I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated.

Hymn: #95 “How Good, Lord, to Be Here”

7 How good, Lord, to be here!
Your glory fills the night;
Your face and garments, like the sun,
Shine with unborrowed light.

How good, Lord, to be here
Your beauty to behold,

Where Moses and Elijah stand,
Your messengers of old.

Fulfiller of the past,
Promise of things to be,

We hail your body glorified
And our redemption see.

Before we taste of death,

We see your kingdom come;

We long to hold the vision bright
And make this hill our home.



How good, Lord, to be here!

Yet we may not remain;

But since you bid us leave the mount,
Come with us to the plain.

THANKSGIVING

OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER

C:

C:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one an-
other. Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

JJ Amen. Amen. Amen.

HYMN # 370 “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”

/4 All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall;
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Bring forth the royal diadem And crown him Lord of all.
Bring forth the royal diadem And crown him Lord of all.

Hail him, ye heirs of David’s line, Whom David Lord did call,
The God incarnate, Man divine, And crown him Lord of all.
The God incarnate, Man divine, And crown him Lord of all.



Sinners whose love can ne’er forget The wormwood and the gall,
Go, spread your trophies at his feet And crown him Lord of all.
Go, spread your trophies at his feet And crown him Lord of all.

Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe On this terrestrial ball
To him all majesty ascribe And crown him Lord of all.
To him all majesty ascribe And crown him Lord of all.

Oh, that with yonder sacred throng We at his feet may fall!
We’ll join the everlasting song And crown him Lord of all.
We’ll join the everlasting song And crown him Lord of all.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FLOWERS for today’s service were given to the glory of God by
the Obergs on the occasion of Terry’s birthday.

PRAYERS Remember to pray for: Gordon Hillberg, Shawn Lozano,
John Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Albert Nunez, Jim Moore,
Shawna Bushey, Rose Marie Hillberg, Atalia (Moores’ grand-
daughter), Dennis Douglas, Julieanna Saenz, Rylie Lopez, Molly
Webb (and her brother Jim), Jim Moore (Jr.) and family, Bob Ward,
Kathryn Pereira, George Caravana, Alice Taubman, Crisanna Terrell,
and Don Fabian.

THIS WEEK

Tuesday ESL (English as a Second Language), 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Ash Wednesday Communion Service, 7:00 p.m.
Thursday Bible Class, 10:00 a.m.
ESL, 6:00 p.m.
Saturday Catechism, 10:00 a.m.
Sunday  Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
Worship with Communion, 10:00 a.m.

COMING UP

CLHS BELLS AND WORSHIP BAND, Sunday March 15.
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