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LENTEN Vespers       Lent Midweek 2 

Evening Prayer 
 

Vespers 
 
OPENING HYMN: # 108 “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary”   
 
  ♫  Jesus, Refuge of the weary, Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 

Fountain in life’s desert dreary,  
Savior from the world above, 
Oh, how oft your eyes, offended, Gaze upon a sinner’s fall! 
Yet, upon the cross extended, You endured the pain of all. 
 
Dare we pass that cross unheeding,  
Breathing no repentant vow, 
As we see you wounded, bleeding,  
See your thorn-encircled brow? 
Since your sinless death has brought us  
Life eternal, peace, and rest, 
Only what your grace has taught us  
Calms the sinner’s deep distress. 

 

  Please stand for last verse: 
 

Jesus, may our hearts be burning  
With more fervent love for you! 
May our eyes be ever turning  
To behold your cross anew, 
Till in glory, parted never  
From the blessed Savior’s side, 
Graven in our hearts forever,  
Dwell the cross, the Crucified! 



 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
M: Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of evening 

prayer. We thank you for providing all that we need for body and 
life. Bless us who have gathered in your name. Forgive our sins. 
Speak to our hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the comfort of your 
Word, and receive our hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus 
Christ, our living Savior, who reigns with you and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, now and forever.         C:   Amen. 
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     Please be seated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
M: Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us in 

time of need that we may sing your praise in holy joy now and 
forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C:   Amen. 
 
PSALM 16 
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Keep me safe, O God,* 
for in you I take refuge. 
 
I said to the LORD, “You are my Lord;* 
apart from you I have no good thing.” 
 
I have set the LORD always before me.* 
Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 
 
Refrain 
 
My heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;* 
my body also will rest secure, 
 
because you will not abandon me to the grave,* 
nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 
 
You have made known to me the path of life;* 
you will fill me with joy in your presence. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 

 
M: Lord Jesus, keep our minds fixed on your precious Word and our 

thoughts on your glorious victory over death so that we may know 
the joy of your resurrection and share the pleasures of the saints at 
your right hand, where you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

C: Amen. 
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THE PASSION HISTORY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
 

LESSON ONE 
 
 
 

Minister:  The Festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the  
                  Passover, was approaching. Jesus said to his disciples,  
 

MEN:  “You know that after two days it will be the Passover, and    
               the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.” 
Minister:    Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assem- 
       bled in the palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas.  
 

WOMEN:  They plotted together how to arrest Jesus in some  
                    deceitful way and kill him.  
 

CONGREGATION:  But they said, “Not during the Festival, or  
                                 else there might be a riot among the people.” 
 

Minister:  Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, who was one of the  
     Twelve. He went away and spoke with the chief priests and officers  
     of the temple guard about how he could betray Jesus to them. They  
     were glad and agreed to give him money. He promised to do it and  
     was looking for an opportunity to betray Jesus to them away from  
     the crowd. 
 

WOMEN:  On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread,  
       when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, his disciples asked him,  
 

MEN:  “Where do you want us to go and prepare for you to eat the  
             Passover?”  
 

Minister:  He sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the  
    city, and there a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow  
    him. Wherever he enters, tell the owner of the house that the Teacher  
    says, ‘Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with  
    my disciples?’ He will show you a large upper room, furnished and  
    ready. Make preparations for us there.” 
 

WOMEN:  They went and found things just as he had told them,  
                     and they prepared the Passover.  
 

Minister:  When the hour had come, Jesus reclined at the table with the  
                  twelve apostles.  
 

MEN:  He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover  
     with you before I suffer, for I tell you, I will not eat it again until  
     it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”  
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CONGREGATION:  A dispute arose among the disciples about  
      which of them was considered to be greatest.  
 

Minister:  But he told them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over  
   them, and those who have authority over them are called Benefactors.  
   But it is not to be that way with you. Instead, let the greatest among  
   you become like the youngest, and the one who leads like the one  
   who serves. For who is greater, one who reclines at the table or one  
   who serves? Isn’t it the one who reclines at the table?  
     But I am among you as one who serves. You are those who have  
     remained with me in my trials. I am going to grant a kingdom to  
     you, just as my Father granted to me, so that you may eat and drink  
     at my table in my kingdom. And you will sit on thrones, judging the  
     twelve tribes of Israel.” 
 

WOMEN:  Before the Passover Festival, Jesus knew that the time  
     had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father.  
 

CONGREGATION:  Having loved those who were his own in the  
     world, he loved them to the end. 
 

MEN:  By the time the supper took place, the Devil had already  
     put the idea into the heart of Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, to  
     betray Jesus. 
 

CONGREGATION:  Jesus knew that the Father had given all  
     things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was  
     going back to God.  
 

Minister:  He got up from the supper and laid aside his outer garment.  
     He took a towel and tied it around his waist.  
 

WOMEN:  Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash  
     his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped  
     around him. 
 

MEN:  He came to Simon Peter, who asked him, “Lord, are you  
     going to wash my feet?” 
 

Minister:  Jesus answered him, “You do not understand what I am  
     doing now, but later you will understand.” 
 

MEN:  Peter told him, “You will never, ever, wash my feet!” 
 

Minister: Jesus replied, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with  
     me.” 
 

MEN:  “Lord, not just my feet,” Simon Peter replied, “but also my  
     hands and my head!” 
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CONGREGATION:  Jesus told him, “A person who has had a  
     bath needs only to wash his feet, but his body is completely  
     clean. And you are clean, but not all of you.” Indeed, he knew  
     who was going to betray him. That is why he said, “Not all of  
     you are clean.” 
 

WOMEN:  After Jesus had washed their feet and put on his outer   
     garment, he reclined at the table again.  
 

Minister:  “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked  
     them. “You call me Teacher and Lord. You are right, because I am.  
     Now if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also  
     ought to wash one another’s feet. Yes, I have given you an example  
     so that you also would do just as I have done for you. Amen, Amen,  
     I tell you: A servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messen- 
     ger greater than the one who sent him. If you know these things, you  
     are blessed if you do them.” 
 
CONGREGATION:  He took a cup, gave thanks, and said, “Take  
     this and divide it among yourselves, for I tell you, from now on I  
     will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God  
     comes.” 
 
 

HYMN # 98 (vv. 1-4)   “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” 
 
 ♫  Jesus, I will ponder now On your holy passion; 

With your Spirit me endow For such meditation. 
Grant that I in love and faith May the image cherish 
Of your suff’ring, pain, and death That I may not perish. 

 
Make me see your great distress, Anguish, and affliction, 
Bonds and stripes and wretchedness And your crucifixion; 
Make me see how scourge and rod,  
Spear and nails did wound you, How for them you died, O God,  
Who with thorns had crowned you. 
 
Yet, O Lord, not thus alone Make me see your passion, 
But its cause to me make known And its termination. 
Ah! I also and my sin Wrought your deep affliction; 
This indeed the cause has been Of your crucifixion. 
 
If my sins give me alarm And my conscience grieve me, 
Let your cross my fear disarm; Peace of conscience give me. 
Help me see forgiveness won By your holy passion. 
If for me he slays his Son, God must have compassion! 
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MESSAGE:   Luke 22:47,48 
 

While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd appeared, 
and the man called Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading 
them. He came near to Jesus to kiss him.  But Jesus said to 
him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a 
kiss?” 
 
Hymn:  # 112  “There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood” 
 ♫ There is a fountain filled with blood—Immanuel was slain— 

And sinners who are washed therein  Lose ev’ry guilty stain, 
Lose ev’ry guilty stain. 
 
The dying thief rejoiced to see That fountain in his day; 
And there have I, as vile as he,  Washed all my sins away, 
Washed all my sins away. 
 
Dear dying Lamb, your precious blood Shall never lose its pow’r 
Till all the ransomed Church of God  Be saved and sin no more, 
Be saved and sin no more. 
 
E’er since by faith I saw the stream Your flowing wounds supply, 
Redeeming love has been my theme  And shall be till I die, 
And shall be till I die. 
 
When this poor lisping, stamm’ring tongue  
Lies silent in the grave, 
Then in a nobler, sweeter song   I’ll sing your pow’r to save, 
I’ll sing your pow’r to save. 

 
OFFERING 
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M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your 

church in all the world, and for the strengthening of all who serve 
and worship here, we pray, O Lord: 

 

 
 

M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with 
every stage of life, and for joy in doing your will, we pray, O 
Lord: 

 
 
 
 

M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring protect-  
tion, justice, learning, and health to this and every place, we pray  
to you, O Lord: 

 
 
 
 
 

M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, 
for health of body, mind, and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin 
and every form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord: 

 
 

 
M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us 

your good news, whose souls are now at rest in your heavenly king-
dom, we give you thanks, O Lord: 
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M: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now com-
mend ourselves to your care. Be our shield and strength, O Lord.  

 
 
 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
      kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
      Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
      as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
      temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom  
      and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works 

come from you. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the 
world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your com-
mandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies that we 
may live in peace and quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ 
our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.       C:  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN:  # 587    “Now Rest Beneath Night’s Shadow” 
             ♫ Now rest beneath night’s shadow  

The woodland, field, and meadow; 
The world in slumber lies. 
But you, my heart, awaken,  
With prayer and song be taken; 
Let praise to your Creator rise. 
 
The rule of day is over  
And shining jewels cover 
The heaven’s boundless blue. 
Thus I shall shine in heaven,  
Where crowns of gold are given 
To all who faithful prove and true. 
 
Lord Jesus, since you love me,  
Oh, spread your wings above me 
And shield me from alarm. 
Though Satan would assail me,  
Your mercy will not fail me; 
I rest in your protecting arm. 
 
My loved ones, rest securely,  
For God this night will surely 
From peril guard your heads. 
Sweet slumbers may he send you  
And bid his hosts attend you 
And through the night watch o’er your beds. 

 


