


2  

 

S ar of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

  

4465 South Blosser Road 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 

                      Office:  805-937-0339 
www.starlutheran.org 
Pastor Michael Foley 

    
                     Worship Service 

 

Sunday,  March 29, 2020   10:00 a.m. 
 

Fifth Sunday in LENT   

Theme of the day:  Jesus will raise us from death to life.  The crown  
   jewel of the coming kingdom is the resurrection of the dead.  One  
   day, Jesus will defeat the last enemy and life will reign in our new  
   Eden with God.  On our Lenten walk to Calvary, the Church sees the  
   Savior who came face to face with death and defeated it.  God help  
   us remember that Jesus, the Life, has made us heirs of eternal life. 

WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you 
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are  
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking 
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the 
close of this worship service or at your convenience.   
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you 
need to step out with your children, the service can be 
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area. 
Feel free to enter and return at any time.  
 

 
OUR MISSION 

    Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING           
 OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully  
 preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and  
 administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by  
 Christ. 
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OPENING HYMN:  # 181 (vv. 1-3)    
  “Come, Oh, Come Life-Giving Spirit” 
 
  ♫  Come, oh, come, life-giving Spirit, God from all eternity! 

May your power never fail us; Dwell within us constantly. 
Then shall truth and life and light  
Banish all the gloom of night. 
 
Show us, Lord, the path of blessing;  
When we trespass on our way, 
Cast, O Lord, our sins behind you And be with us day by day. 
Should we stray, O Lord, recall;  
Work repentance when we fall. 
 
With our spirit, Lord, bear witness  
That we are the saints of God 
Who rely upon him solely When we’re chastened by the rod; 
For we know, as children should,  
That the cross is for our good. 

 
 
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and  
       the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
 

Congregation:  And also with you. (spoken)  
 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love 
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him 
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us  
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from    
birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do    
not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing 
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect 
       life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed  
       your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you  
       strength to live according to his will. 
 

C:  Amen. 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

M:  Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed  
      your will and bore the cross for our salvation that through his  
      anguish, pain, and death we may receive forgiveness of sins and  
      inherit eternal life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who  
      lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
      forever. 
 

C:  ♫ Amen. 
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FIRST LESSON:  Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

The hand of the Lord was upon me. He brought me out by the 
Spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley, which 
was full of bones. 2He had me pass through them and go all over 
among them. There were very many on the valley floor, and they 
were very dry.  

3He said to me, “Son of man, can these dry bones live?” I an-
swered, “Lord God, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to 
these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lord.’ ”    

5This is what the Lord God says to these bones.  
I am about to make breath enter you so that you will 

live. 6I will attach tendons to you. I will put flesh back on 
you. I will cover you with skin and put breath in you, and 
you will live. Then you will know that I am the Lord.  

7So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I was prophesy-
ing there was a noise, a rattling, as the bones came together, one 
bone connecting to another. 8As I watched, tendons were attached 
to them, then flesh grew over them, and skin covered them. But 
there was no breath in them.  

9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the wind. Prophesy, son of 
man, and say to the wind that this is what the Lord God says. 
From the four winds, come, O wind, and breathe into these slain so 
that they may live.”  

10So I prophesied as he commanded me. Breath entered them, 
and they came back to life. They stood on their feet, a very, very 
large army.   11Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are 
the whole house of Israel. They are saying, ‘Our bones are dried 
up. Our hope is lost. We have been completely cut off.’ 12Therefore, 
prophesy and say to them that this is what the Lord God says. My 
people, I am going to open your graves and raise you up from your 
graves and bring you back to the soil of Israel. 13Then you will 
know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and raise you 
up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my Spirit in you, 
and you will live. I will settle you on your own land, and you will 
know that I, the Lord, have spoken, and I have done it, declares 
the Lord.”  

 
PSALM OF THE DAY:  Psalm 116 
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I love the LORD, for he heard my voice;* 
he heard my cry for mercy. 
 
Because he turned his ear to me,* 
I will call on him as long as I live. 
 
The LORD is gracious and righteous;* 
when I was in great need, he saved me. 
 
Refrain 
 
For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death,* 
my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 
 
How can I repay the LORD* 
for all his goodness to me? 
 
I will lift up the cup of salvation* 
and call on the name of the LORD. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
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VERSE OF THE DAY 
M:  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 
 

C: The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.     (Mark 10:45)   

 

 

 

 

SECOND LESSON:  Romans 8:11-19 
 
11And if the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells 
in you, the one who raised Christ from the dead will also make your 
mortal bodies alive through his Spirit, who is dwelling in you.  

12So then, brothers, we do not owe it to the sinful flesh to live in 
harmony with it. 13For if you live in harmony with the sinful flesh, 
you are going to die. But if by the Spirit you put to death the actions 
of the body, you will live.  

14Indeed, those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 
15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery so that you are afraid 
again, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we call out, 
“Abba, Father!” 16The Spirit himself joins our spirit in testifying 
that we are God’s children.  

17Now if we are children, we are also heirs—heirs of God and 
fellow heirs with Christ, since we suffer with him, so that we may 
also be glorified with him.  

18For I conclude that our sufferings at the present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory that is going to be revealed to us. 
19In fact, creation is waiting with eager longing for the sons of God 
to be revealed. 

  
 
HYMN: # 214  “Jerusalem the Golden”   

      ♫  Jerusalem the golden, With milk and honey blest— 
The sight of it refreshes The weary and oppressed. 
I know not, oh, I know not What joys await us there, 
What radiancy of glory, What bliss beyond compare. 
 
They stand, those halls of Zion, All jubilant with song 
And bright with many an angel And all the martyr throng. 
The Prince is ever in them; The daylight is serene; 
The pastures of the blessed Are ever rich and green. 
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There is the throne of David, And there, from care released, 
The shout of them that triumph, The song of them that feast; 
And they who with their leader Have conquered in the fight 
Forever and forever Are clad in robes of white. 
 
Oh, sweet and blessed country, The home of God’s elect! 
Oh, sweet and blessed country That eager hearts expect! 
Jesus, in mercy bring us To that dear land of rest; 
You are with God the Father And Spirit ever blest. 

  
 
 

SERMON:  John 11:1-6,17-27 
 

Now a certain man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, 
the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2This Mary, whose 
brother Lazarus was sick, was the same Mary who anointed the 
Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair.  

3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, saying, “Lord, the one 
you love is sick!”  

4When Jesus heard it, he said, “This sickness is not going to re-
sult in death, but it is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God 
may be glorified through it.”  

5Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6Yet when he 
heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed in the place where he was 
two more days.  

17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been 
in the tomb for four days.  

18Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles away. 19Many 
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them concerning 
their brother.  

20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet 
him, while Mary was sitting in the house.  

21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. 22But even now I know that whatever you ask 
from God, God will give you.”  

23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”  
24Martha replied, “I know that he will rise in the resurrection 

on the Last Day.”  
25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever 

believes in me will live, even if he dies. 26And whoever lives and be-
lieves in me will never perish. Do you believe this?”  

27“Yes, Lord,” she told him. “I believe that you are the Christ, 
the Son of God, who was to come into the world.”  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of God  
     the Father almighty.  

   From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit; 

the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN:  # 607   “How Blest Are They” 
   ♫ How blest are they who trust in Christ 

When we and those we love must part. 
We yield them up, for go we must, 
But do not lose them from our heart. 
 
In ripened age, their harvest reaped, 
Or gone from us in youth or prime, 
In Christ they have eternal life, 
Released from all the bonds of time. 
 
In Christ, who tasted death for us, 
We rise above our natural grief 
And witness to a stricken world 
The strength and splendor of belief. 
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OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-

dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one an-
other. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

C: ♫  Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN # 440   “On Eagles’ Wings”  
  ♫  You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, 

Who abide in his shadow for life, 
Say to the Lord: “My refuge, 
My rock in whom I trust!” 
 And he will raise you up on eagles’ wings, 
 Bear you on the breath of dawn, 
 Make you to shine like the sun, 
 And hold you in the palm of his hand. 
 
Snares of the fowler will never capture you, 
And famine will bring you no fear; 
Under his wings your refuge, 
His faithfulness your shield. 
 And he will raise you up on eagles’ wings, 
 Bear you on the breath of dawn, 
 Make you to shine like the sun, 
 And hold you in the palm of his hand. 
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For to his angels he’s given a command 
To guard you in all of your ways; 
Upon their hands they will bear you up, 
Lest you dash your foot against a stone. 
 And he will raise you up on eagles’ wings, 
 Bear you on the breath of dawn, 
 Make you to shine like the sun, 
 And hold you in the palm of his hand. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

FLOWERS for today’s service were given to the glory of God by  
   the Evers in celebration of Janetta’s birthday. 
 

PRAYERS  Remember to pray for: Gordon Hillberg, Shawn Lozano,  
  John Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Albert Nunez, Jim Moore,  
  Shawna Bushey, Rose Marie Hillberg, Atalia (Moores’ grand- 
  daughter), Dennis Douglas, Julieanna Saenz, Rylie Lopez, Molly  
  Webb (and her brother Jim), Jim Moore (Jr.) and family, Bob Ward,  
  George Caravana, Alice Taubman, Don Fabian, and Doris Scheuffele. 
 
 
 
THIS WEEK 
  

Wednesday   Lenten Service - 7:00 p.m. 
 Sunday Worship, 10:00 a.m.  
 

 
Holy Week: 
    Palm Sunday -  April 5, 10:00 a.m. 
   Maundy Thursday - April 9, 7:00 p.m. 
    Good Friday - April 10, 7:00 p.m. 
    Easter Sunday - April 12, 10:00 a.m. 
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