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S ar of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

  

4465 South Blosser Road 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 

                      Office:  805-937-0339 
www.starlutheran.org 
Pastor Michael Foley 

 

               Worship Service 
 

Sunday,  April 26, 2020   10:00 a.m. 
   

  The Third Sunday of EASTER 
 

Theme of the day:  The certain hope of eternal life with God is founded  
  on the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  God had carried this hope  
  in his Word through the ages.  How did the disciples fail to anticipate  
  the resurrection?  How did the people of his day fail to see the Messiah  
  God had promised?  They let their wants and cultural expectations color  
  their view of Scripture, and hope was lost.  But God restored hope by  
  raising Jesus and pointing his people back to his promises. 

WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you 
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are  
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking 
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the 
close of this worship service or at your convenience.   
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you 
need to step out with your children, the service can be 
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area. 
Feel free to enter and return at any time.  
 

 
OUR MISSION 

    Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING           
 OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully  
 preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and  
 administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by  
 Christ. 
 
 

 



 3 

 

 

 The Service of the Word     
 
OPENING HYMN:  # 752   “In Christ Alone” 
 
♫   In Christ alone my hope is found;  
       He is my light, my strength, my song; 
        This cornerstone, this solid ground,  

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace,  
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 
My comforter, my all in all—   
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 
In Christ alone, Who took on flesh,  
Fullness of God in helpless babe! 
This gift of love and righteousness,  
Scorned by the ones He came to save. 
Till on that cross as Jesus died,  
The wrath of God was satisfied; 
For ev'ry sin on Him was laid—  
Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 
There in the ground His body lay,  
Light of the world by darkness slain; 
Then bursting forth in glorious day,  
Up from the grave He rose again! 
And as He stands in victory,  
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me; 
For I am His and He is mine—  
Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
 
No guilt in life, no fear in death—  
This is the pow'r of Christ in me; 
From life's first cry to final breath,  
Jesus commands my destiny. 
No pow'r of hell, no scheme of man,  
Can ever pluck me from His hand; 
Till He returns or calls me home—  
Here in the pow'r of Christ I'll stand. 

 
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and  
       the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation:  And also with you. (spoken)  
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M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love 
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him 
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us  
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from    
birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do    
not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing 
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the per-
fect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has re-
moved your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God 
give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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M: O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen 

world from the despair of death.  By his resurrection to life, grant 
your faithful people gladness of heart and the hope of eternal joys; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C:  ♫ Amen. 

  
 
 
FIRST LESSON:  1 Peter 1:17-21 
 
17If you call on the Father who judges impartially, according to the 
work of each person, conduct yourselves during the time of your 
pilgrimage in reverence, 18because you know that you were re-
deemed from your empty way of life handed down to you from 
your forefathers, not with things that pass away, such as silver or 
gold, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, like a lamb without 
blemish or spot. 20He was chosen before the foundation of the 
world but revealed in these last times for your sake. 21Through him 
you are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave 
him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 
 
 
 
PSALM OF THE DAY:  Psalm 67 
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May God be gracious to us and bless us* 
and make his face shine upon us; 
 
may your ways be known on earth,* 
your salvation among all nations. 
 
May the nations be glad and sing for joy,* 
for you rule the peoples justly 
and guide the nations of the earth. 
 

Refrain 
 

Then the land will yield its harvest,* 
and God, our God, will bless us. 
 
God will bless us,* 
and all the ends of the earth will fear him. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
M: Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
      Our hearts were burning within us while he talked with us on the  
      road and opened the Scriptures to us.  Alleluia.    (Luke 24:32) 
 
C:   ♫Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
GOSPEL LESSON:  Luke 24:13-35 
 

13Now, on that same day, two of them were going to a village 
named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14They were 
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talking with each other about all of these things that had happened.    

   15While they were talking and discussing this, Jesus himself 
approached and began to walk along with them. 16But their eyes 
were kept from recognizing him. 17He said to them, “What are you 
talking about as you walk along?” Saddened, they stopped.  

18One of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the  
only visitor in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have 
happened there in these days?”  

19“What things?” he asked them.  
They replied, “The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man 

who was a prophet, mighty in deed and word before God and all 
the people. 20The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to 
be condemned to death. And they crucified him. 21But we were 
hoping that he was going to redeem Israel. Not only that, but be-
sides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened. 
22Also some women of our group amazed us. They were at the tomb 
early in the morning. 23When they did not find his body, they came 
back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said 
that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us went to the 
tomb. They found it just as the women had said, but they did not 
see him.”  

25He said to them, “How foolish you are and slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26Did not the Christ have 
to suffer these things and to enter his glory?” 27Then beginning 
with Moses and all the prophets, he explained to them what was 
said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.  

28As they approached the village where they were going, he act-
ed as if he were going to travel farther. 29But they urged him 
strongly, saying, “Stay with us, since it is almost evening, and the 
day is almost over.”  

So he went in to stay with them. 30When he reclined at the table 
with them, he took the bread, blessed it, broke it, and began giving 
it to them. 31Suddenly their eyes were opened, and they recognized 
him. Then he vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, 
“Were not our hearts burning within us while he was speaking to 
us along the road and while he was explaining the Scriptures to 
us?” 33They got up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem. 

 They found the Eleven and those who were with them assem-
bled together. 34They were saying, “The Lord really has been 
raised! He has appeared to Simon.” 35They themselves described 
what had happened along the road, and how they recognized him 
when he broke the bread.  
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HYMN: # 532  “God Is Here!  As We His People”   

  ♫  God is here! As we his people Meet to offer praise and prayer, 
May we find in fuller measure What it is in Christ we share. 
Here, as in the world around us, All our varied skills and arts 
Wait the coming of his Spirit Into open minds and hearts. 
 
Here are symbols to remind us Of our lifelong need of grace. 
Here are table, font, and pulpit;  
Here the cross has central place. 
Here, in honesty of preaching, Here, in silence as in speech, 
Here, in newness and renewal, God the Spirit comes to each. 
 
Here our children find a welcome  
In the Shepherd’s flock and fold; 
Here, as bread and wine are taken, Christ sustains us as of old. 
Here the servants of the Servant Seek in worship to explore 
What it means in daily living To believe and to adore. 
 
Lord of all, of Church and Kingdom,  
In an age of change and doubt, 
Keep us faithful to the gospel; Help us work your purpose out. 
Here, in this day’s dedication, All we have to give, receive; 
We who cannot live without you, We adore you! We believe! 

 
 
SERMON:  Acts 2:14a, 36-47 
 
14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and spoke 
loudly and clearly to them: 
36“Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God 
has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”  
37Now when the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and 
said to Peter and the other apostles, “Gentlemen, brothers, what 
should we do?”  
38Peter answered them, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for 
you and for your children and for all who are far away, as many as 
the Lord our God will call.”  
40He testified solemnly with many other words and was appealing 
to them, saying, “Escape from this crooked generation.”  
41Those who accepted his message were baptized, and that day 
about three thousand people were added.  
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42They continued to hold firmly to the apostles’ teaching and to the 
fellowship, to the breaking of the bread, and to the prayers. 43Awe 
came over every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done 
through the apostles. 44All the believers were together and had every-
thing in common. 45They were selling their possessions and property 
and were distributing the proceeds according to what anyone needed.  
46Day after day, with one mind, they were devoted to meeting in the 
temple area, as they continued to break bread in their homes. They 
shared their food with glad and sincere hearts, 47as they continued 
praising God and being viewed favorably by all the people. Day after 
day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.  
 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 
     The third day he rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
     From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit; 

the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Hymn:  # 538   “The Church’s One Foundation”  
 ♫   The Church’s one foundation Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

She is his new creation By water and the Word. 
From heav’n he came and sought her To be his holy bride; 
With his own blood he bought her, And for her life he died. 
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Elect from ev’ry nation, Yet one o’er all the earth; 
Her charter of salvation: One Lord, one faith, one birth. 
One holy name she blesses, Partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses, With ev’ry grace endued. 
 
The Church shall never perish. Her dear Lord, to defend, 
To guide, sustain, and cherish, Is with her to the end. 
Though there be those that hate her And strive to see her fail, 
Against both foe and traitor She ever shall prevail. 
 
Though with a scornful wonder The world sees her oppressed, 
By schisms rent asunder, By heresies distressed, 
Yet saints their watch are keeping;  
Their cry goes up, “How long?” 
And soon the night of weeping Shall be the morn of song. 
 
Mid toil and tribulation And tumult of her war 
She waits the consummation Of peace forevermore 
Till with the vision glorious Her longing eyes are blest 
And the great Church victorious Shall be the Church at rest. 

 
 
OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-

dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one an-

other. Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

C: ♫ Amen. Amen. Amen. 
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HYMN # 783   “Stay With Us, Lord, the Sun Descends” 
                                    (sung to the tune of CW: 360) 
  ♫  Stay with us, Lord, the sun descends 

And night is drawing near. 
The shadows lengthen on the land; 
The stars will soon appear. 
 
Stay with us, Lord, and share the weight 
Of sorrow, guilt, or pain 
That robs our weary hearts of rest —  
Christ, make us whole again. 
 
Stay with us, Lord, and be the light 
That shines when day departs, 
Whose rays can pierce the starless night 
And reach the darkest heart. 
 
Stay with us, Lord, till morning comes 
And, through the silent hours, 
Renew in us the strength we need 
To serve with all our pow’rs. 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God by Jim and  
  Ryan Moore on the occasion of Judy’s birthday. 

 
PRAYERS  -  Remember to pray for: Gordon Hillberg, Shawn    
  Lozano, John Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Albert  
  Nunez, Jim Moore, Shawna Bushey, Rose Marie Hillberg,  
  Atalia (Moores’ grand-daughter), Dennis Douglas, Julieanna  
  Saenz, Rylie Lopez, Molly Webb (and her brother Jim), Jim  
  Moore (Jr.) and family, Bob Ward, George Caravana, Alice  
  Taubman, Don Fabian, Doris Scheuffele, Marie Cole, and  
  Kenny Kuhnhoffer. 
 
“Hi, We’re Your Neighbors at Star” - Big, fun, promotional,  
    fellowship, outreach day at Waller Park, Saturday, August   
    22.  Start thinking about it now.  
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    “Were not our hearts burning within us 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   while he was speaking to us along the road and   
    while he was explaining the Scriptures to us?”  

www.starlutheran.org 


