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S ar of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

  

4465 South Blosser Road 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 

                      Office:  805-937-0339 
www.starlutheran.org 
Pastor Michael Foley 

 
        Worship Service 

 
Sunday,  May 24, 2020   10:00 a.m. 

   
 

  The Seventh Sunday of EASTER 
 
Theme of the day:  The love of God who lives in us leads to a life of  
  obedience.  Jesus’ promise of another Counselor is a loaded one: the  
  Holy Spirit gives us the ability to do what Jesus asks.  Today’s les- 
  sons teach that love for our risen Lord means obedience to his com- 
  mands.  Only Jesus’ promises make that possible. 

WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you 
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are  
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking 
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the 
close of this worship service or at your convenience.   
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you 
need to step out with your children, the service can be 
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area. 
Feel free to enter and return at any time.  
 

 
OUR MISSION 

    Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING           
 OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully  
 preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and  
 administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by  
 Christ. 
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OPENING HYMN:  # 343   “Christ Is the World’s Light” 
 
  ♫  Christ is the world’s light, Christ and none other; 

Born in our darkness, he became our brother. 
If we have seen him, we have seen the Father: 
Glory to God on high! 
 
Christ is the world’s peace, Christ and none other; 
No one can serve him and despise another. 
Who else unites us, one with God the Father? 
Glory to God on high! 
 
Christ is the world’s life, Christ and none other; 
Sold once for silver, murdered here, our brother. 
He who redeemed us reigns with God the Father: 
Glory to God on high! 
 
Give God the glory, God and none other; 
Give God the glory, Spirit, Son, and Father; 
Give God the glory, God with us, my brother: 
Glory to God on high! 

 
  
 

Minister:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and  
     the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
 

Congregation:  And also with you. (spoken)  
 
 

Confession of Sins 
 

 M: God invites us to come into his presence to worship him with     
       humble and penitent hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our        
       sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 
 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful,  
      and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and      
      actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.   
      For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.   
      But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior     
      Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given  
      his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as  
      a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all  
      your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy  
      Spirit.   
 

C: Amen  
 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts  
      with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.   
C:  ♫  Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your  
      love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan  
      and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.  
C:  ♫  Christ, have mercy. 
 
M:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for  
      those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O  
      Lord.   
C:  ♫  Lord,  have mercy. 
 
M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your  
       power and keep us in your tender care: 
C. ♫  Amen. 
 
M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy  
      of praise. 
 
 ♫  O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.  
Al-might-y God, mer-ci-ful Father,  you crown our life with your 
love. You take a-way our sin;  you com-fort our spir-it; you make 
us pure and ho-ly in your sight. You did not spare your on-ly Son, 
but gave him up for us all. 
 

O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth. 
 

O Son of God, e-ter-nal Word of the Fa-ther, you came to live with 
us; you made your Fa-ther known; you washed us from our sins in 
your own blood. You are the King of glo-ry; you are the Lord! 
 

O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.  
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FIRST LESSON:  Acts 17:22-31 
 

22Then Paul stood up in front of the council of the Areopagus 
and said, “Men of Athens, I see that you are very religious in every 
way. 23For as I was walking around and carefully observing your 
objects of worship, I even found an altar on which had been in-
scribed, ‘To an unknown god.’ Now what you worship as un-
known—this is what I am going to proclaim to you.  

24“The God who made the world and everything in it is the 
Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples made with 
hands. 25Neither is he served by human hands, as if he needed any-
thing, since he himself gives all people life and breath and every-
thing they have. 26From one man, he made every nation of man-
kind to live over the entire face of the earth. He determined the ap-
pointed times and the boundaries where they would live. 27He did 
this so they would seek God and perhaps reach out for him and 
find him, though he is not far from each one of us. 28‘For in him we 
live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets 
have said, ‘Indeed, we are also his offspring.’  

29“Therefore, since we are God’s offspring, we should not think 
that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed 
by human skill and planning. 30Although God overlooked the times 
of ignorance, he is now commanding all people everywhere to re-
pent, 31because he has set a day on which he is going to judge the 
world in righteousness by the man he appointed. He provided 
proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.”  
 
 

 
PSALM OF THE DAY:  Psalm 66 
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Shout with joy to God, all the earth!* 
Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious! 
 
Praise our God, O peoples,* 
let the sound of his praise be heard. 
 
He has preserved our lives* 
and kept our feet from slipping. 
 
Refrain 
 
Come and listen, all you who fear God;* 
let me tell you what he has done for me. 
 
If I had cherished sin in my heart,* 
the Lord would not have listened; 
 
but God has surely listened* 
and heard my voice in prayer. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
 

 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
M: Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
      If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching.  My Father will  
      love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.   
      Alleluia!    (John 14:23) 
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C:   ♫ Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
These words are written that we may believe  
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 

SECOND LESSON:  John 14:15-21 
 

15“If you love me, hold on to my commands. 16I will ask the Fa-
ther, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forev-
er. 17He is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive be-
cause it does not see him or know him. You know him because he 
stays with you and will be in you.  

18“I will not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you. 19In a 
little while the world will see me no longer, but you will see me. Be-
cause I live, you also will live. 20In that day you will know that I am 
in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21The one who has my 
commands and holds on to them is the one who loves me. And the 
one who loves me will be loved by my Father. I too will love him 
and show myself to him.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HYMN: # 355  “Take the World, but Give Me Jesus”   
   ♫ Take the world, but give me Jesus! 

All its joys are but a name. 
But his love abides forever, 
Through eternal years the same. 
 Oh, the height and depth of mercy; 
 Oh, the length and breadth of love! 
 Oh, the fullness of redemption, 
 Pledge of endless life above! 
 
Take the world, but give me Jesus, 
Sweetest comfort of my soul. 
With the Savior watching o’er me, 
I can sing, though thunders roll. 
 Oh, the height and depth of mercy; 
 Oh, the length and breadth of love! 
 Oh, the fullness of redemption, 
 Pledge of endless life above! 
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Take the world, but give me Jesus! 
In his cross my trust shall be 
Till with clearer, brighter vision 
Face to face my Lord I see. 
 Oh, the height and depth of mercy; 
 Oh, the length and breadth of love! 
 Oh, the fullness of redemption, 
 Pledge of endless life above! 

 
 
 

SERMON:  1 Peter 3:15-22 
 
  15But regard the Lord, the Christ, as holy in your hearts. Always 
be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give a 
reason for the hope that is in you. 16But speak with gentleness and 
respect, while maintaining a clear conscience, so that those who  
attack your good way of life in Christ may be put to shame because 
they slandered you as evildoers.  

17Indeed, it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good 
than for doing evil, 18because Christ also suffered once for sins in 
our place, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. 
He was put to death in flesh but was made alive in spirit, 19in which 
he also went and made an announcement to the spirits in prison. 
20These spirits disobeyed long ago, when God’s patience was wait-
ing in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In this ark a 
few, that is, eight souls, were saved by water. 21And corresponding 
to that, baptism now saves you—not the removal of dirt from the 
body but the guarantee of a good conscience before God through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 22He went to heaven and is at the 
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made sub-
ject to him.  
 
 
 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

      We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eter-
nally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Fa-
ther. Through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incar-
nate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death 
and was buried. 
 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
 

     We believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord, the giver of life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son, Who in unity with the Father and 
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the  world to come.  Amen. 
 
 
Hymn:  # 551 (vv. 1,2,4,5)   “For All the Saints”  
 ♫   For all the saints who from their labors rest, 

All who their faith before the world confessed, 
Your name, O Jesus, be forever blest.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
You were their rock, their fortress, and their might; 
You, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight 
And in the darkness drear their one true light.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine! 
We feebly struggle; they in glory shine, 
Yet all are one within your grand design.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long, 
Steals on the ear the distant triumph-song, 
And hearts are brave again and arms are strong.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

  
OFFERING 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-

dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  
       Live in harmony with one another.  
       Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

C: ♫ Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
HYMN # 619   “God Bless Our Native Land” 
♫    God bless our native land! 

Firm may she ever stand 
Through storm and night! 
When the wild tempests rave, 
Ruler of wind and wave, 
Do thou our country save 
By thy great might. 
 
For her our prayers shall rise 
To God above the skies; 
On him we wait. 
Thou who art ever nigh, 
Guarding with watchful eye, 
To thee aloud we cry, 
God save the state! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
PRAYERS  Remember to pray for: Gordon Hillberg, Shawn  
  Lozano, John Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Albert Nunez,  
  Jim Moore, Shawna Bushey, Rose Marie Hillberg, Atalia 
  (Moores’ grand-daughter), Dennis Douglas, Julieanna Saenz,  
  Rylie Lopez, Molly Webb (and her brother Jim), Jim Moore (Jr.)  
  and family, Bob Ward, George Caravana, Alice Taubman, Don  
  Fabian, and Doris Scheuffele. 
 
“Hi, We’re Your Neighbors at Star” - Big, fun, promotional,  
     fellowship, outreach day at Waller Park, Saturday, August 22.   
     Start thinking about it now.  
 
 
             Remember Jesus Christ …  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         risen from the dead. 
 
                                                                     -  2 Timothy 2:8 
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