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                      Office:  805-937-0339 
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Pastor Michael Foley 

       
   Worship Service 

 
 

Sunday,  July 5, 2020   10:00 a.m. 
 

Fifth Sunday after  PENTECOST 
 

Theme of the day:  Christians must expect persecution for Jesus’  
   sake.  Nevertheless, we are sustained by the Word of our God.   
   His gospel makes us bold to confess him before the world.   
   Only the perfect life and death of our Savior make us willing  
   and able to make the confession and live the life of his people. 

WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you 
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are  
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking 
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the 
close of this worship service or at your convenience.   
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you 
need to step out with your children, the service can be 
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area. 
Feel free to enter and return at any time.  
 

 
OUR MISSION 

    Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING           
 OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully  
 preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and  
 administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by  
 Christ. 
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WE ENTER THE HOUSE OF THE LORD 
 
OPENING HYMN:  # 517  “Almighty Father, Strong to Save”     
 
  ♫  Almighty Father, strong to save,  
       Whose arm has bound the restless wave, 

Who bids the mighty ocean deep  
Its own appointed limits keep: 
Oh, hear our earnest, humble plea  
For those in peril on the sea. 
 
O Christ, the Lord of hill and plain  
O’er which our traffic runs amain 
By mountain pass or valley low;  
Wherever, Lord, your people go, 
Protect them by your guarding hand  
From ev’ry peril on the land. 
 
O Spirit, whom the Father sent  
To spread abroad the firmament; 
O Wind of heaven, by your might  
Save all who dare the eagle’s flight, 
And keep them by your watchful care  
From ev’ry peril in the air. 

 
  Please stand for last verse: 
 

O Trinity of love and pow’r,  
Your people shield in danger’s hour; 
From rock and tempest, fire and foe,  
Protect them all where’er they go; 
Thus evermore to you shall be  
Glad praise from air and land and sea. 

 

 
Minister:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and  
     the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
 

Congregation:  And also with you. (spoken)  
 
 

Confession of Sins 
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M: God invites us to come into his presence to worship him with     
       humble and penitent hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our        
       sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful,  
      and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and      
     actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.   
     For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.   
     But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior     
     Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given  
      his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as  
      a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all  
      your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy  
      Spirit.   
 

C:  Amen  
 

  
M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts  
      with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.   
C:    ♫  Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your  
      love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan  
      and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.  
C:     ♫  Christ, have mercy. 
 
M:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for  
      those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O  
      Lord.   
C:    ♫  Lord,  have mercy. 
 
M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power     
      and keep us in your tender care: 
C.    ♫  Amen. 
 
M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy  
      of praise. 
 
♫  O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.  
Al-might-y God, mer-ci-ful Father,  you crown our life with your 
love.  You take a-way our sin;  you com-fort our spir-it;  
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you make us pure and ho-ly in your sight. You did not spare your 
on-ly Son, but gave him up for us all. 
 
O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth. 
 
O Son of God, e-ter-nal Word of the Fa-ther, you came to live with 
us; you made your Fa-ther known; you washed us from our sins in 
your own blood. You are the King of glo-ry; you are the Lord! 
 
O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.  
 
 
 Prayer of the Day 
 

M: O Lord, our God, govern the nations on earth and direct the affairs 
of this world so that your Church may worship you in peace and joy; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

C: ♫   Amen 
 
 
Please be seated. 
 
FIRST LESSON:  Jeremiah 20:7-13 
 

7You persuaded me, Lord, and I agreed to it.  
You are stronger than I am, and you won out.  
I have become a laughingstock all day long,  
        and everyone is mocking me.  
8Whenever I speak, I cry out.  I cry out, “Violence and destruc-

tion!”   But the word of the Lord has brought scorn on me.  
      I am mocked all day long.  
9If I say, “I will not mention him or speak in his name any-

more,” then there is a burning fire in my heart, shut up in 
my bones, and I am weary of holding it in.  I cannot!  

10I hear many whispering, “Terror on every side!”  
All my close friends, those who are watching for my fall, say,  
“Denounce him! Let’s denounce him.  
Perhaps he can be pressured into making a mistake.  
Then we will have the upper hand against him,  
and we will take our revenge on him.”  
11But the Lord is with me like a terrifying warrior.  
So my persecutors will stumble,  
and they will not gain the upper hand.  
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They will be put to shame completely,  
because they have not been successful.  
Their eternal disgrace will never be forgotten.  
12Lord of Armies, you test the righteous.  
You see the heart and the mind.  
Let me see your vengeance on them,  
for I have laid out my case before you.  
13Sing to the Lord!  Praise the Lord, for he has delivered the 

life of the needy from the hand of the wicked.  
  

 
PSALM of the Day:   Psalm 31 

 
In you, O LORD, I have taken refuge;* 
deliver me in your righteousness. 
 
Be my rock of refuge,* 
a strong fortress to save me. 
 
Into your hands I commit my spirit;* 
redeem me, O LORD, the God of truth. 
 
Refrain 
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My times are in your hands;* 
save me in your unfailing love. 
 
How great is your goodness,* 
which you have stored up for those who fear you. 
 
You heard my cry for mercy* 
when I called to you for help. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
 
 

VERSE of the Day: 
 

M: Alleluia.  Because we are his children, God has sent the Spirit of his 
Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba!  Father!”  Alleluia. 

                                                                                          (Galatians 4:6) 
C:  ♫   Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
                These words are written that we may believe 
                 that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
    Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
 
 
SECOND LESSON:   Acts 23:1-11 
 

       Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and said, “Gentlemen, 
brothers, I have lived my life before God with a completely clear 
conscience to this very day.”  

2But the high priest Ananias ordered those who were standing 
near Paul to strike him on the mouth. 3Then Paul said to him, 
“God is going to strike you, you whitewashed wall! You sit there 
judging me according to the law, and then you order them to strike 
me contrary to the law!”  

4Those who were standing nearby said, “Do you dare to insult 
God’s high priest?”  

5Paul replied, “I did not know, brothers, that he is the high 
priest. Indeed, it is written, ‘You shall not speak evil about a ruler 
of your people.’ ”  
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6When Paul realized that some of them were Sadducees and the 

others were Pharisees, he shouted out in the Sanhedrin, 
“Gentlemen, brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. I am on 
trial concerning the hope for the resurrection of the dead!”  

7When he said this, a dispute broke out between the Pharisees 
and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. 8(For the Saddu-
cees say there is no resurrection or angel or spirit, but the Phari-
sees believe in them all.) 9Then there was a great uproar, and some 
of the experts in the law who belonged to the party of the Pharisees 
stood up and protested strongly: “We find nothing wrong with this 
man. What if a spirit or an angel spoke to him?”  

10The uproar became so great that the commander was afraid 
Paul would be torn to pieces by them. He commanded the soldiers 
to go down, take him away from them by force, and bring him into 
the barracks.  

11The following night the Lord stood next to Paul and said, 
“Take courage! As you have solemnly testified about me in Jerusa-
lem, so you must also testify in Rome.”   
 

 
 
 
 

HYMN: “His Eye Is on the Sparrow”   (LAtPPY  114) 
 
 ♫   Why should I feel discouraged,  

why should the shadows come, 
Why should my heart be lonely and long for Heav'n and home, 
When Jesus is my portion? My constant Friend is He: 
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me: 
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 
I sing because I'm happy, I sing because I'm free, 
For His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 
 
"Let not your heart be troubled," His tender word I hear, 
And resting on His goodness, I lose my doubts and fears: 
Though by the path He leadeth but one step I may see: 
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me; 
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 
I sing because I'm happy, I sing because I'm free, 
For His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 
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Whenever I am tempted, whenever doubts arise, 
When songs give place to sighing, when hope within me dies, 
I draw the closer to Him, from care He sets me free; 
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He cares for me; 
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He cares for me. 
I sing because I'm happy, I sing because I'm free, 
For His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 

 
 
 
 
SERMON:  Matthew 10:24-31 
 

24“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor is a servant above his 
master. 25It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher and the 
servant like his master. If the master of the house was called Beel-
zebul, how much more the members of his household!  

26“So do not be afraid of them, because there is nothing concealed 
that will not be revealed, and nothing hidden that will not be made 
known. 27What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; and what 
you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim from the housetops. 28Do 
not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, fear 
the one who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.  

29“Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not one of them 
will fall to the ground without the knowledge and consent of your Fa-
ther. 30And even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31So do not 
be afraid. You are worth more than many sparrows.”  
 
 
 
NICENE CREED 

 

   We believe in one God, the father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incar-
nate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death 
and was buried. 
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On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Fa-
ther. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord, the giver of life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son, Who in unity with the Father 
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. 
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the  world to come.  
Amen. 
 
     
Offering     
 
PRAYER for our Nation 
M: Almighty God, we acknowledge with thanks that all we have and 

enjoy is a gift from your gracious hand. We come before you today 
in heartfelt appreciation for our nation and its people. 

C: We thank you for enabling us to worship you in freedom and to 
serve you without fear. 

M: You have enriched us with the bounties of farm and factory,         
the beauty of forest and mountain, and the marvels of medicine and 
science. 

C: For all these blessings, we praise and glorify you. 
M: Look with favor upon our nation, and preserve our cherished liber-

ties. Enable our leaders to govern with wisdom, honesty, courage, 
and justice. Protect those who serve in the armed forces and those 
who maintain peace and safety in our communities. 

C: Give us willingness to obey our nation’s laws and to work for 
the common good. 

M: Keep our financial institutions secure and our economy strong. 
Bless our fields that they may produce abundant harvests. Guard us 
from calamities of nature and accident, and spare our land from the 
ravages of disease and epidemic. 

C: Teach us not to worry but to cast all our cares on you. 
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M: Strengthen the homes of our nation. By your Spirit lead husbands and 

wives to love each other, parents to nurture their children, young 
adults to assume responsibility, and children to show respect.      

      To you, O Lord, we bring our thanks and our requests. 
C:  Hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Holy Sacrament 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 
 

C:    ♫  And also with you.  
 
M: Lift up your hearts. 
 

C:   ♫  We lift them up to the Lord.  
 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

C:  ♫  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 

 

        Holy Communion, will be celebrated in today’s service. The Bible 
teaches us that Jesus offers us his body and blood for the forgiveness of      
our sins in the Lord’s Supper. The Bible also instructs us that receiving the 
Lord’s Supper together is a public expression of our complete “oneness,”     
or unity of faith. 
 

         Because the Lord’s Supper is an expression of our unity in faith, we 
invite to the Lord’s Supper only those who have expressed that unity with us 
through membership in our congregation or one of our sister congregations  
in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), or our sister church 
body, the ELS. 
 

          If you are a guest from another Christian church, we kindly ask that 
you simply refrain from participation in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
today. We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of    
declaring your agreement with our beliefs before you have had a chance to 
learn more. 
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M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he    
     has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. In the past he spoke to  
     us through the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us  
     by his Son, who is the radiance of his glory.       

    Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our  
     God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne  
     and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever  
     and ever. 
 
♫   Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.  The whole earth is full of 
your glory.  You are my God, and I will exalt you.  I will give you 
thanks for you have become my salvation.   Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord of hosts.  The whole earth is full of your glory.    
 
 
The WORDS of INSTITUTION 
 
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C: ♫  Amen.    
 
 
  ♫  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us.  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin  
of the world; have mercy on us.  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world grant us your peace.  Amen.   
 

 

HYMN during Communion:  # 349  “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” 

 ♫    Jesus, priceless treasure, Fount of purest pleasure,  
       Truest friend to me. 

Ah, how long in anguish Shall my spirit languish,  
Yearning, Lord, for thee? 
Thou art mine, O Lamb divine! 
I will suffer naught to hide thee, Naught I ask beside thee. 
 
In thine arms I rest me; Foes who would molest me  
Cannot reach me here. 
Though the earth be shaking, Ev’ry heart be quaking,  
Jesus calms my fear. 
Lightnings flash And thunders crash; 
Yet, tho’ sin and hell assail me, Jesus will not fail me. 
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Satan, I defy thee; Death, I now decry thee;  
Fear, I bid thee cease. 
World, thou shalt not harm me Nor thy threats alarm me 
While I sing of peace. 
God’s great pow’r Guards ev’ry hour; 
Earth and all its depths adore him, Silent bow before him. 
 
Hence, all earthly treasure! Jesus is my pleasure;  
Jesus is my choice. 
Hence, all empty glory! Naught to me thy story  
Told with tempting voice. 
Pain or loss Or shame or cross 
Shall not from my Savior move me  
Since he deigns to love me. 
 
Hence, all fear and sadness! For the Lord of gladness,  
Jesus, enters in. 
Those who love the Father, Though the storms may gather, 
Still have peace within. 
Yea, whate’er I here must bear,  
Thou art still my purest pleasure, 
Jesus, priceless treasure! 

 
 
 
 
Thanksgiving 
 
 

   Please stand. 
 
     ♫  Thank the Lord and sing his praise. 
 Tell ev’ryone what he has done. 
 Let all who seek the Lord rejoice 
    and proudly bear his name. 
 He renews his promises and leads  
 his people forth in joy 
 With shouts of thanksgiving. 
  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
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M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have 

praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which 
have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, 
and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge 
of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

C: ♫   Amen 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony  
      with one another.  Serve the Lord with gladness.   
 

      The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his  
      face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord  
      look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 
C. ♫   Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN:  # 617  “Christ, by Heav’nly Hosts Adored” 
 
  ♫  Christ, by heav’nly hosts adored,  

Gracious, mighty, sov’reign Lord, 
God of nations, King of kings, Head of all created things, 
By the Church with joy confessed, God o’er all, forever blest— 
Pleading, at your throne we stand:  
Save your people, bless our land. 
 
On our fields of grass and grain Send, O Lord, the kindly rain; 
O’er our wide and goodly land Crown the labors of each hand. 
Let your kind protection be O’er our commerce on the sea. 
Open, Lord, your bounteous hand;  
Bless your people, bless our land. 
 
Give us rulers who will be Known for love and honesty; 
Let the pow’rs that you ordained  
Be in righteousness maintained. 
In the people’s hearts increase Love of piety and peace. 
Thus united, we shall stand One wide, free, and happy land. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

FLOWERS for today’s service were given to the glory of God by  
   the Oberg family in gratefulness for the blessings of Eric & Kristi’s  
   wedding. 
 

PRAYERS  Remember to pray for: Gordon Hillberg, Shawn Lozano,  
  John Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Albert Nunez, Shawna  
  Bushey, Rose Marie Hillberg, Atalia (Moores’ granddaughter),  
  Dennis Douglas, Julieanna Saenz, Rylie Lopez, Bob Ward, George  
  Caravana, Alice Taubman, Don Fabian, Doris Scheuffele, Molly  
  Webb (and her brother Jim), and Helen Marten.   

 
THIS WEEK   

   Tuesday Elders, 10:00 a.m.  
   Thursday Bible Class, 10:00 a.m. 
     Sunday Bible Class, 9:00 a.m. 
   Worship, 10:00 a.m. 
   Voters’ Meeting, 11:15 a.m. 
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Q: What does God tell me about myself in his holy Word? 
A: He says that I am a sinner and deserve only his punishment. 

Q: What should I do if I am not aware of my sins or am not troubled by them? 
A: I should examine myself according to the Ten Commandments and ask how well 
I have carried out my responsibilities as a husband or wife or single person, as a 
parent or child, an employer or employee, a teacher or student. Have I loved God 
with all my heart, gladly heard his Word, and patiently endured affliction? Have I 
been disobedient, proud, or unforgiving?  Have I been selfish, lazy, envious, or 
quarrelsome? Have I lied or deceived, taken something not mine, or given anyone a 
bad name? Have I abused my body or permitted indecent thoughts to linger in my 
mind? Have I failed to do what is right and good? 

Q: When I realize that I have sinned against God and deserve his punishment,    
      what should I do? 

A: I will confess before God all my sins, those which I remember as well as those of 
which I am unaware. I will pray to God for his mercy and forgiveness. 

Q: How do I receive his gracious forgiveness? 
A: His Word assures me that Jesus led a pure and holy life for me and died on the 
cross for me to pay the full price for all my sins. Through faith in Jesus, I have been 
clothed in my Savior's perfect righteousness and holiness. 

Q: What further assurance do I have that Jesus is mine and I am his? 
A: In Holy Communion he gives me his body and blood together with the bread and 
wine as a truly life-giving food and drink to unite me with him and my fellow 
believers. By means of this sacrament, Jesus not only forgives my sins but sweeps 
away all my doubts about his love for me, gives me his own strength to live a God-
pleasing life, and grants me a joyful foretaste of heaven. 

Q: How can I be sure that I receive all these blessings in the Lord's Supper? 
A: I have his own word spoken as his last will and testament on the night before he 
died. There he tells me: "Take and eat; this is my body. Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my blood which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in 
remembrance of me." 

Q: How will I respond to this priceless gift from Jesus? 
A: I will daily thank and praise him for his love to me. With his help I will fight 
temptation, do my best to correct whatever wrongs I have done, and serve him and 
those around me with love and good works. 

 
 
Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the precious food 
of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as you remain 
in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of kindness to 
others. Amen. 

PERSONAL PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
(cf. page 156 in the front of Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal) 
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