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Bethlehem Lutheran Church www.starl.utheran.org
Pastor Michael Foley

Worship Service
Sunday, November 8, 2020 10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of End Time - Last Judgment

Theme of the day: Lord, keep us mindful of the Judgment! He will
come to judge the living and the dead. We confess it every Sunday,
but often live like those are empty words. Number your days aright,
and gain a heart of wisdom. Today the Church prays that God keep
us ever mindful of the Last Judgment that we might be found in faith,
fruitful in word and deed. Then there is no need to fear the judgment,
but rather look forward to the day of our redemption.

WELCOME

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.

All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall.

Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.

OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of "HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and

administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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OPENING HYMN: #779 “I Sing as I Arise Today”

(sung to the melody of CW 125)

7 Ising as I arise today,

I call on my Creator’s might:
The will of God to be my guide,
The eye of God to be my sight,

The word of God to be my speech,
The hand of God to be my stay,

The shield of God to be my strength,
The path of God to be my way,

The work of God to be my joy,

The house of God to be my rest,
The grace of God to be my song,
The praise of God to be my best.

Please stand for last verse:

I sing as I arise today;

I cry out my Redeemer’s name;
Lord Jesus Christ, my hope, my all,
Today and evermore the same.

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation: And also with you. (spoken)

M:

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In

countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to
be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.



M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the per-
fect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has re-
moved your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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Bless - ed are they who take ref - uge im  him.

M: Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by
your Holy Spirit that we may always look forward to the end of this
present evil age and to the day of your righteous judgment. Keep
us steadfast in true and living faith and present us at last holy and
blameless before you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C: JJ Amen.
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FIRST LESSON: Daniel 7:9,10

’I continued to watch until thrones were set up, and the Ancient of
Days was seated. His clothing was white as snow, and the hair on
his head was like pure wool. His throne was flames of fire. Its
wheels were blazing fire. '’A river of fire flowed out from his pres-
ence. Thousands upon thousands served him, and ten thousand
times ten thousand stood before him. The court was seated, and
books were opened.

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 90

Refrain
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Lord, you have been our dwelling place*
throughout all generations.

Before the mountains were born
or you brought forth the earth and the world,*
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

For a thousand years in your sight are like a day
that has just gone by,*
or like a watch in the night.

Refrain

You have set our iniquities before you,*
our secret sins in the light of your presence.

You turn mortals back to dust.”
You sweep them away in the sleep of death.




The length of our days is seventy years—
or eighty, if we have the strength;*
yet their span is but trouble and sorrow.

Teach us to number our days aright,*
that we may gain a heart of wisdom.

Refrain

Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love,*
that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

VERSE OF THE DAY

M: Alleluia. Alleluia. Watch, therefore, for you do not know on what
day you Lord is coming. Alleluia! (Matthew 24:42)

C: J Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

SECOND LESSON: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

Concerning the times and dates, brothers, there is no need to write
to you, “for you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord
will come like a thief in the night. *When people are saying, “Peace
and security,” destruction will suddenly come on them, like labor
!)ains on a pregnant woman, and they will certainly not escape.
But you, brothers, are not in the dark so that this day takes you

by surprise like a thief, *for you are all sons of the light and sons of
the day. We do not belong to the night or the darkness. *So then let
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us not sleep like everyone else, but rather let us remain alert and
sober.

"To be sure, those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get
drunk, get drunk at night. *But since we belong to the day, let us be
sober, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of
salvation as a helmet. *You see, God did not appoint us for wrath,
but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. '"He
died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we may live
together with him. 'Therefore, encourage one another and build
each other up, just as you are also doing.

HYMN: #376 ¢“Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness”

J Jesus, your blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
Mid flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head.

Bold shall I stand in that great day—
Who can a word against me say?

Fully through you absolved I am

From sin and fear, from guilt and shame.

Lord, I believe your precious blood,
Which at the very throne of God
Forever will for sinners plead,

For me—e’en for my soul—was shed.

Lord, I believe were sinners more
Than sands upon the ocean shore,
You have for all a ransom paid, For all a full atonement made.

When from the dust of death I rise
To claim my mansion in the skies,

E’en then this shall be all my plea:
Jesus has lived and died for me.

Jesus, be worshiped endlessly!

Your boundless mercy has for me,
For me and all your hands have made,
An everlasting ransom paid.



SERMON: Matthew 25:31-46

3l«“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels
with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. **All the nations will be
gathered in his presence, and he will separate them one from an-
other, as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. **He will
put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. **Then the King
will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world. **For I was hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink. I was a stranger and
you welcomed me. *°I was lacking clothes and you clothed me. I
was sick and you took care of me. I was in prison and you visited
me.’
3“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see
you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you a drink? **When
did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or lacking clothes and
clothe you? **When did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’

“«The King will answer them, ‘Amen I tell you: Just as you did
it for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did it for me.’

*1«Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you
who are cursed, into the eternal fire, which is prepared for the
Devil and his angels. **For I was hungry and you did not give me
food to eat. I was thirsty and you did not give me anything to
drink. ©’T was a stranger and you did not welcome me, lacking
clothes and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did
not take care of me.’

“«Then they will also answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hun-
gry or thirsty or a stranger or lacking clothes or sick or in prison
and did not serve you?’

#«At that time he will answer them, ‘Amen I tell you: Just as
you did not do it for one of the least of these, you did not do it for
me.’ **And they will go away to eternal punishment, but the right-
eous to eternal life.”

Please stand.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.



I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated.

HYMN: #486 “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”

7 Lord of glory, you have bought us
With your lifeblood as the price,
Never grudging for the lost ones That tremendous sacrifice,
And with that have freely given Blessings countless as the sand
To th’ unthankful and the evil With your own unsparing hand.

Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give you

Gladly, freely, of your own.

With the sunshine of your goodness

Melt our thankless hearts of stone

Till our cold and selfish natures,

Warmed by you, at length believe

That more happy and more blessed Tis to give than to receive.

Wondrous honor you have given To our humblest charity

In your own mysterious sentence, “You have done it unto me.”
Can it be, O gracious Master, That you need what we can do,
Saying by your poor and needy, “Give as I have giv’n to you”?



Yes, the sorrow and the suff’rings

Which on ev’ry hand we view

Channels are for gifts and off’rings

Due by solemn right to you,

Right of which we may not rob you,

Debt we may not choose but pay

Lest that face of love and pity Turn from us another day.

Lord of glory, you have bought us

With your lifeblood as the price,

Never grudging for the lost ones That tremendous sacrifice.
Give us faith to trust you boldly,

Hope, to stay our souls on you;

But, oh, best of all your graces, With your love our love renew.

OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M:
C:
M:
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Out of the depths we cry to you, O Lord; O Lord, hear our voices.
Let your ears be attentive to our cries for mercy.

Around us we see the birth pangs of the last days: war, famine,
earthquakes, false prophets, spiritual apathy.

: Use these signs to remind us that we do not know the day

or hour when Christ will come again.

: Keep us faithful to your Word; send your Spirit to strengthen our

faith so that we are always prepared for your Son’s return as judge.

: Make us faithful in sharing your Word, and cause many more

to put their hope in you before the end comes.

: Build our fellowship of love as brothers and sisters in faith.

: Help us support one another when trials and troubles come our

way.



M: Heavenly Father, we eagerly wait for Jesus to come again and make
all things new. May he find us, whose names are written in the
Lamb’s book of life, faithfully enduring to the end, through the
power of your Holy Spirit.

C: Come, Lord Jesus. May your grace be with us. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one
another. Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: 7 Amen. Amen. Amen.

HYMN: #213 “Forever with the Lord”

J4 Forever with the Lord! Amen! So let it be.
Life from the dead is in that word, My immortality.

While time on earth is spent, Absent from him I roam,
Yet nightly pitch my moving tent A day’s march nearer home.

My Father’s house on high, Home of my soul, how near
At times, to faith’s foreseeing eye The golden gates appear!

Lord, be at my right hand, Then can I never fail.
If you uphold me, I shall stand; With you I shall prevail.

11



So when my dying breath Shall rend the veil in two,
By death I shall escape from death To endless life with you.

I’ll know as I am known; How shall I love that word
And oft repeat before the throne, “Forever with the Lord!”

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FLOWERS for today’s service are given to the glory of God
by the Lyons in celebration of Vicky’s birthday.

PRAYERS Remember to pray for: Gordon Hillberg, Shawn
Lozano, John Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Shawna
Bushey, Rose Marie Hillberg, Atalia (Moores’ granddaughter),
Dennis Douglas, Julieanna Saenz, Bob Ward, George Caravana,
Don Fabian, Doris Scheuffele, Molly Webb (and her brother
Jim), Helen Marten, and Doug Ward.

COMING UP

Thanksgiving Day Service, November 26, 10:00 a.m.

Advent Worship - Wednesday, Dec. 2

Living Nativity and Las Posadas - December 20,
beginning at 4:00 p.m.

www.starlutheran.org



