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Third Sunday of ADVENT
Theme of the day: In this season of Advent (Coming) we focus on
the three “comings” of Christ: his coming into this world as a baby
to put himself in our place and to pay for our sins, his coming in
glory at the last day to take us into the full enjoyment of our
salvation, and his coming into our hearts through the power of his
word which gives us faith and makes that salvation our own. And
all three of these comings lead us to REJOICE....
WELCOME
A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellowship hall.
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.
OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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OPENING HYMN: # 14 “Arise, O Christian People”
♫ Arise, O Christian people! Prepare yourselves today.
Prepare to greet the Savior, Who takes your sins away.
To us by grace alone The truth and light was given;
The promised Lord from heaven To all the world is shown.
Prepare the way before him; Prepare for him the best.
Cast out what would offend him,
This great, this heav’nly guest.
Make straight, make plain the way: The lowly valleys raising,
The heights of pride abasing, His path all even lay.
The humble heart and lowly God raises up on high;
Beneath his feet in terror The haughty soul shall lie.
The heart sincere and right, That heeds God’s invitation
And makes true preparation—It is the Lord’s delight.
Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus; Turn not from me aside,
And help me to receive you This blessed Adventtide.
From stall and manger low Come now to dwell within me;
I’ll sing your praises gladly And forth your glory show.
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you. (spoken)
Confession of Sins
M: God invites us to come into his presence to worship him with
humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our
sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
Song: CW #68 “Away in a Manger”
♫ Lord Jesus, I long to be cleansed and made whole;
Have pardon and mercy upon my ill soul.
By faith, for my cleansing, I see Thy blood flow,
Now wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
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Lord Jesus, have mercy, my burden is great,
Come now, and within me a new heart create;
Renew me and guide me; your mercy will show
Now wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful,
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and
actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given
his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as
a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen
ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING INTROIT
♫ Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes,
And see what in the manger lies.
Who is this child, so young and fair?
It is the Christchild lying there.
M: The darkness of sin and unbelief are shattered by the light of the
Gospel. The Prophecy Candle gives us the first flicker of hope
as we watch for the coming of the Lord.
C: Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will
come. (Mark 13:33)
The Prophecy Candle is lit.
M: The Bethlehem Candle calls us to repent. See in Jesus the Light
of the world. Change your hearts so that you may live as children
of the light.
C: “Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.”
(Matthew 3:3)
The Bethlehem Candle is lit.
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M: The Shepherd Candle points to our joy as God’s people. In Jesus
we have all that matters. In joy and peace we ask God to keep us
in the faith and faithful in our lives.
C: The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it.
(1 Thessalonians 5:24)
The Shepherd Candle is lit.

♫ Welcome to earth, O noble Guest,
Through whom the sinful world is blest!
You came to share my misery
That you might share your joy with me.
M: May the light of these candles call to mind the
glorious light of the
Gospel, shining in the birth of our Savior. May his grace enlighten
our lives, both now and forever.
♫ Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child,
Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled
Within my heart, made clean and new,
A quiet chamber kept for you.
THE WORD
FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 61:1-3, 10, 11
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has
anointed me to preach good news to the afflicted.
He sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom
for the captives and release for those who are bound,
2
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor and the day of
vengeance for our God, to comfort all who mourn,
3
to provide for those who mourn in Zion, to give them a
crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of
mourning, a cloak of praise instead of a faint spirit,
so that they will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting
of the Lord to display his beauty.
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I will rejoice greatly in the Lord. My soul will celebrate because of my God, for he has clothed me in garments of salvation. With a robe of righteousness he covered me,
like a bridegroom who wears a beautiful headdress like a priest,
and like a bride who adorns herself with her jewelry.
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For as the earth produces its growth, and as a garden causes
what has been sown to sprout up, so God the Lord will
cause righteousness and praise to sprout up in the presence
of all the nations.

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 71

In you, O LORD, I have taken refuge;*
let me never be put to shame.

Rescue me and deliver me in your righteousness;*
turn your ear to me and save me.
Be my rock of refuge to which I can always go;*
For you are my rock and my fortress.
Refrain
Since my youth, O God, you have taught me,*
and to this day I declare your marvelous deeds.
Even when I am old and gray,*
do not forsake me, O God,
till I declare your power to the next generation,*
your might to all who are to come.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. Alleluia. I will send my messenger ahead of you, who
will prepare your way before you. Alleluia! (Matthew 11:10)

C: ♫ Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
GOSPEL LESSON: John 1:6-8, 19-28
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There was a man, sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came
as an eyewitness to testify about the light so that everyone would
believe through him. 8He was not the light, but he came to testify
about the light.
19
This is the testimony John gave when the Jews from Jerusalem
sent priests and Levites to ask him, “Who are you?”
20
He confessed and did not deny. He confessed, “I am not the
Christ.”
21
And they asked him, “Who are you then? Are you Elijah?”
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” “No,” he answered.
22
Then they asked him, “Who are you? Tell us so we can give an
answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”
23
He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ just as Isaiah the prophet
said.”
24
They had been sent from the Pharisees. 25So they asked John,
“Why then do you baptize, if you are not the Christ, or Elijah, or
the Prophet?”
26
“I baptize with water,” John answered. “Among you stands
one you do not know. 27He is the one coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.”
28
These things happened in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where
John was baptizing.
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HYMN: # 12 “Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes”

♫ Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes,
The Savior promised long;
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne
And ev’ry voice a song.
He comes the captives to release,
In Satan’s prison held.
The gates of brass before him burst;
The iron fetters yield.
He comes the broken heart to bind,
The bleeding soul to cure,
And with the treasures of his grace
To enrich the humble poor.
Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
Your welcome shall proclaim,
And heav’n’s eternal arches ring
With your beloved name.

SERMON: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
16

Rejoice always. 17Pray without ceasing. 18In everything give
thanks. For this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 19Do not extinguish the Spirit. 20Do not treat prophecies with contempt. 21But
test everything. Hold on to the good. 22Keep away from every kind
of evil.
23
May the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and
may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN: # 34 “Now Sing We Now Rejoice”
♫ Now sing we, now rejoice, Now raise to heav’n our voice;
He from whom joy streameth Poor in a manger lies;
Not so brightly beameth The sun in yonder skies.
Thou my Savior art! Thou my Savior art!
Come from on high to me; I cannot rise to thee.
Cheer my wearied spirit, O pure and holy Child;
Through thy grace and merit, Blest Jesus, Lord most mild,
Draw me unto thee! Draw me unto thee!
Now through his Son doth shine The Father’s grace divine.
Death o’er us had reigned Through sin and vanity;
He for us obtained Eternal joy on high.
May we praise him there! May we praise him there!
Oh, where shall joy be found? Where but on heav’nly ground?
Where the angels singing With all his saints unite,
Sweetest praises bringing In heav’nly joy and light.
Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there!
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OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
C: ♫ Amen. Amen. Amen.

HYMN: # 416 “How Firm a Foundation”
♫ How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word!
What more can he say than to you he has said
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?
In ev’ry condition, in sickness, in health,
In poverty’s vale, or abounding in wealth,
At home and abroad, on the land, on the sea—
The Lord, the Almighty, your strength e’er shall be.

“Fear not, I am with you. Oh, be not dismayed,
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.
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“When through the deep waters I call you to go,
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow,
For I will be with you your troubles to bless
And sanctify to you your deepest distress.
“Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove
My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love,
And then, when gray hair shall their temples adorn,
Like lambs they shall still on my shoulders be borne.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FLOWERS for today’s service are given to the glory of God by the
Gowins on the occasion of Michael’s birthday.
PRAYERS Remember to pray for: Gordon Hillberg, Shawn Lozano,
John Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Shawna Bushey, Rose Marie
Hillberg, Atalia (Moores’ granddaughter), Dennis Douglas, Julieanna
Saenz, Bob Ward, George Caravana, Don Fabian, Doris Scheuffele,
Molly Webb (and her brother Jim), Helen Marten, Doug Ward, Rev. &
Mrs. Redlin, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas, Val Wheelock, Linda Hill &
Christina.

THIS WEEK
Thursday Bible Class, 10:00 a.m.
Saturday
Catechism Class, 10:00 a.m.
Sunday
Bible Class (Zoom) 9:00 a.m.
Worship, 10:00 a.m.
COMING UP
Christmas Eve - Candlelight Service, 7:00 p.m.
Christmas Day - Festival Worship, 10:00 a.m.
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