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Worship Service
Sunday, February 7,2021 10:00 a.m.
Fifth Sunday after the EPIPHANY

Theme of the day: Because of sin, there are sufferings and
struggles in our lives. But Jesus shows his authority over
sickness, Satan and sin. His good news heals our most
serious disease (sin) and frees us to serve our Savior in a
life with real meaning.

WELCOME

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.

All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall.

Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.

OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of "HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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OPENING HYMN: #405 “Oh, for a Faith that Will Not Shrink”

Jd Oh, for a faith that will not shrink
Though pressed by many a foe,
That will not tremble on the brink Of poverty or woe,

That will not murmur nor complain
Beneath the chast’ning rod,
But in the hour of grief or pain Can lean upon its God,

A faith that shines more bright and clear
When tempests rage without,

That, when in danger, knows no fear,

In darkness feels no doubt,

That bears unmoved the world’s dread frown
Nor heeds its scornful smile,
That sin’s wild ocean cannot drown Nor Satan’s arts beguile,

A faith that keeps the narrow way Till life’s last spark is fled
And with a pure and heav’nly ray Lights up the dying bed.

Lord, give us such a faith as this,
And then, whate’er may come,
We’ll taste e’en now the hallowed bliss Of an eternal home.

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation: And also with you. (spoken)

Confession of Sins

M: God invites us to come into his presence to worship him with
humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our
sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful,
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and
actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 3
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: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given

his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as
a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen

: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts

with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.
& Lord, have mercy.

: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your

love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan
and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.
5 Christ, have mercy.

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for
those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O
Lord.

: & Lord, have mercy.

: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your

power and keep us in your tender care:
& Amen.

: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy

of praise.

O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.

Al-might-y God, mer-ci-ful Father, you crown our life with your

love. You take a-way our sin; you com-fort our spir-it; you make
us pure and ho-ly in your sight. You did not spare your on-ly Son,
but gave him up for us all.

O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.

O Son of God, e-ter-nal Word of the Fa-ther, you came to live with

us;

you made your Fa-ther known; you washed us from our sins in

your own blood. You are the King of glo-ry; you are the Lord!

O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.
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FIRST LESSON: 2 Kings 5:1-14

Na’aman, the commander of the king of Aram’s army, was a great
man in the opinion of his master. He was highly honored because
the LorDp had provided victory for Aram through him. Although
he was a powerful warrior, he had leprosy.

’Raiding parties had once gone out from Aram and brought
back a young girl. She served Na’aman’s wife. *She said to her mis-
tress, “I wish my master stood before the prophet who is in Samar-
ia, because he would cure him of his leprosy.”

“So Na’aman went and told his master what the servant girl
from the land of Israel had said.

>Then the king of Aram said, “Go there. I will send a letter to
the king of Israel.” So Na’aman went, and he took ten talents of
silver and six thousand shekels of gold and ten sets of clothing.
Then he took the letter to the king of Israel. The letter said, “Now,
when you receive this letter, you will know that I am sending my
officer Na’aman to you so that you can cure him of his leprosy.”

"When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothing and
said, “Am I God that I can kill and make alive? Why is he sending
a man to me for me to heal him from his leprosy? See how he is
looking for a pretext to fight against me.”

’But when Elisha, the man of God, heard that the Kking of Israel
had torn his clothes, he sent a message to the king: “Why have you
torn your clothes? Let him come to me, and he will know that there
isa 9prophet in Israel.”

So Na’aman went with his horses and chariots and stopped in
front of the door of Elisha’s house. '"But Elisha sent a messenger
out to him to say, “Go and wash seven times in the Jordan. Then
your flesh will be restored and you will be clean.”

"But Na’aman was angry and he left, saying, “Look, I said to
myself, ‘He will certainly come out and stand and call on the name
of the Lorp his God and wave his hand over the place, and I will
be cured of the leprosy!” '>Aren’t the Abana and the Pharpar, the
rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Couldn’t I
wash in them and be cleansed?” So he turned and went away in a
burning rage.

But his servants approached and spoke to him. They said,
“My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great thing,
would you not do it? How much more when he says to you, ‘Wash
and be clean’?” '*So he went down and dipped in the Jordan sev-
en times, just as the man of God had said. Then his flesh was re-
stored like the flesh of a small child, and he was clean.



PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 32
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Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven,*
whose sins are covered.

When I kept silent, your hand was heavy upon me;*
my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.

Then I acknowledged my sin to you*
and did not cover up my iniquity.

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”*
and you forgave the guilt of my sin.

Refrain

You are my hiding place;*
you will protect me from trouble.

Many are the woes of the wicked,*

but the LORD’S unfailing love surrounds those who trust in
him.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*

and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain



VERSE OF THE DAY

M: Alleluia. Alleluia. Lord, to whom will we go? You have the
words of eternal life. Alleluia! (John 6:68)

C: J Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

SECOND LESSON: 2 Corinthians 1:3-7

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, *‘who comforts us in
all our trouble, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with
the same comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.
>For just as the sufferings of Christ overflow to us, so through
Christ our comfort also overflows. °If we are troubled, it is for your
comfort and salvation. If we are comforted, it is for your comfort,
which produces in you the ability to endure the same sufferings
that we are also suffering. ’Our hope for you is sure, since we know
that just as you share in our sufferings, so you also share in our
comfort.

HYMN: # 520 “Your Hand, O Lord, in Days of Old”

57 Your hand, O Lord, in days of old
Was strong to heal and save;
It triumphed o’er disease and death,
All darkness and the grave.
To you they came, the blind, the dumb,
The paralyzed and lame,
The lepers in their misery, The sick with fevered frame.

Your touch then, Lord, brought life and health,

Gave speech and strength and sight;

And youth renewed and frenzy calmed

Revealed you, Lord of light.

And now, O Lord, be near to bless, Almighty as before,

In crowded street, by beds of pain, As by Gennes’ret’s shore.
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Oh, be our great deliv’rer still, The Lord of life and death;
Restore and quicken, soothe and bless,

With your life-giving breath.

To hands that work and eyes that see

Give wisdom’s healing pow’r

That whole and sick and weak and strong

May praise you evermore.

SERMON: Mark 1:40-45

*A leper came to Jesus. He knelt down and begged him, “If you
are willing, you can make me clean.”

*'Moved with compassion, Jesus stretched out his hand and
touched him. “I am willing,” he told him. “Be clean.” *Immediate-
ly the leprosy left him, and he was healed. “Then Jesus gave him a
stern warning and immediately sent him away. **He told him, “See
that you do not say anything to anyone. Instead go, show yourself
to the priest, and offer the sacrifices for your cleansing that Moses
commanded, as a testimony to them.”

“But after the man left, he began to proclaim it widely. He
spread the word so much that Jesus was no longer able to enter a
town openly but stayed outside in deserted places. Yet people kept
coming to him from all directions.

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eter-
nally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Fa-
ther. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salva-
tion, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was bur-
ied. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scrip-
tures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord, the giver of life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son, Who in unity with the Father and
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn: #491 “O Master of the Loving Heart”

& O Master of the loving heart,
The friend of all in need,
We pray that we may be like you
In thought and word and deed.

Your days were full of kindly acts;
Your speech was true and plain;
Of those who ever sought you, Lord, None came to you in vain.

Your face was warm with sympathy;
Your hand God’s strength revealed;
Who saw your face or felt your touch
Were comforted and healed.

Oh, grant us hearts like yours, dear Lord,
So joyous, free, and true,

That all your children, ev’rywhere,

Be drawn by us to you.

OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.



M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one
another. Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: 77 Amen. Amen. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: # 562 “I Love to Tell the Story”

/4 Ilove to tell the story Of unseen things above,
Of Jesus and his glory, Of Jesus and his love.
I love to tell the story Because I know it’s true;
It satisfies my longings As nothing else can do.
I love to tell the story; >Twill be my theme in glory
To tell the old, old story Of Jesus and his love.

I love to tell the story, For those who know it best

Seem hungering and thirsting To hear it like the rest.

And when in scenes of glory I sing the new, new song,

’Twill be the old, old story That I have loved so long.
I love to tell the story; *Twill be my theme in glory
To tell the old, old story Of Jesus and his love.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYERS Remember to pray for: Gordon Hillberg, Shawn Lozano,
John Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Shawna Bushey, Rose
Marie Hillberg, Atalia (Moores’ granddaughter), Dennis Douglas,
Julieanna Saenz, Bob Ward, George Caravana, Don Fabian, Doris
Scheuffele, Molly Webb (and her brother Jim), Helen Marten, Doug
Ward, Rev. & Mrs. Redlin, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas, Val Whee-
lock, Linda Hill & Christina, Wayne Chapman, and Fred Oberg.
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Of the e Midweek Lenten Services
pass.on Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m.

Ash Wednesday, February 16 ...... Hands of Repentance

Midweek 2, February 24 .............. Hands of Betrayal
Midweek 3, March3 ..................... Hands of Misguided Zeal
Midweek 4, March10 .................. Hands of Hypocrisy
Midweek 5, March 17 .................. Hands of Brutality
Midweek 6, March 23 ................... Hands of Self-Preservation

I am willing.

Be clean!

- Mark 1:41
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