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S ar of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

  

4465 South Blosser Road 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 

                      Office:  805-937-0339 
www.starlutheran.org 
Pastor Michael Foley 

    
  

                     Worship Service 
 
 

       Sunday,  February 28, 2021   10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Second Sunday in LENT 
 
Theme of the day:  Lent has to last a while and come around every  
  year if for no other reason than this, that it is so hard for us to get the  
  points made so strikingly in Lent.  This Sunday we see God’s seri- 
  ousness in Lent in this: Salvation and suffering go hand in hand, for  
  Jesus and for us too! 

WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you 
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are  
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking 
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the 
close of this worship service or at your convenience.   
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you 
need to step out with your children, the service can be 
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area. 
Feel free to enter and return at any time.  
 

 
OUR MISSION 

    Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING           
 OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully  
 preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and  
 administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by  
 Christ. 
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OPENING HYMN:  # 120   “What Wondrous Love Is This” 
 
  ♫  What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this That caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
 
When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down Beneath God’s righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 
To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb, Who is the great I Am, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

  
Please stand for last verse: 

 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing his love for me, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on. 

 
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and  
       the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation:  And also with you. (spoken)  

 
CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love 
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him 
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us  
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from    
birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do    
not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing 
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect 
       life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed  
       your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you  
       strength to live according to his will. 
 

C:  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 
OH, TASTE AND SEE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves.  
      Guard and keep us both outwardly and inwardly from all adversi- 
      ties that may happen to the body and all evil thoughts that may  
      assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives  
      and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C:  ♫ Amen. 
 
      Please be seated. 
 
 THE WORD 
 
 
FIRST LESSON:  Genesis 28:10-17 
 

10Jacob set out from Beersheba and traveled toward Haran. 
11He came to a certain place and decided to spend the night there, 
because the sun had set. He took one of the stones from that place, 
put it under his head, and lay down to sleep in that place. 12He had 
a dream in which he saw a stairway set up on the earth with its top 
reaching to heaven. There were angels of God ascending and de-
scending on it. 13There at the top stood the Lord, who said, “I am 
the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. 
The land on which you are lying, I give to you and to your descend-
ants. 14Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you 
will spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, 
and to the south. In you and in your seed all the families of the 
earth will be blessed. 15Now, I am with you and will watch over you 
wherever you go, and I will bring you back again into this land. In-
deed, I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised to 
you.”  

16Jacob woke up from his sleep, and he said, “Certainly the 
Lord is in this place, and I was not aware of it.” 17He was afraid 
and he said, “How awe-inspiring is this place! This is nothing other 
than the house of God, and this is the gate to heaven.”  
 
 
PSALM OF THE DAY:  Psalm 73 
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I am always with you, O LORD;* 
you hold me by my right hand. 
 
You guide me with your counsel,* 
and afterward you will take me into glory. 
 
Whom have I in heaven but you?* 
And earth has nothing I desire besides you. 
 
My flesh and my heart may fail,* 
but God is the strength of my heart 
and my portion forever. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
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VERSE OF THE DAY 
M: Let us keep our eyes on Jesus, who is the author of our faith and the  
       one who brings it to its goal. 
 

C: Jesus humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 
death — even death on a cross.     (Philippians 2:8)   

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL LESSON:  Mark 8:31-38 
 

31Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer 
many things; be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the ex-
perts in the law; be killed; and after three days rise again. 32He was 
speaking plainly to them. Then Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him. 33But after turning around and looking at his disciples, 
Jesus rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! You do not 
have your mind set on the things of God, but the things of men.”  

34He called the crowd and his disciples together and said to 
them, “If anyone wants to follow me, let him deny himself, take up 
his cross, and follow me. 35For whoever wants to save his life will 
lose it. But whoever loses his life for my sake, and for the sake of the 
gospel, will save it. 36After all, what good is it for a man to gain the 
whole world and yet forfeit his soul? 37Or what can a man give in 
exchange for his soul? 38In fact, whoever is ashamed of me and my 
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will 
also be ashamed of him when he comes in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels.”  
 
 
HYMN:  # 347   “Jesus! and Shall It Ever Be”   

      ♫  Jesus! and shall it ever be A mortal man ashamed of thee? 
Ashamed of thee, whom angels praise,  
Whose glories shine through endless days? 
 
Ashamed of Jesus? Just as soon  
Let midnight be ashamed of noon. 
’Tis midnight with my soul till he,  
Bright Morning Star, bids darkness flee. 
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Ashamed of Jesus, that dear friend  
On whom my hopes of heav’n depend? 
No; when I blush, be this my shame,  
That I no more revere his name. 
 
Ashamed of Jesus? Yes, I may  
When I’ve no guilt to wash away, 
No tear to wipe, no good to crave,  
No fear to quell, no soul to save. 
 
Till then—nor is my boasting vain— 
Till then I boast a Savior slain; 
And oh, may this my glory be:  
That Christ is not ashamed of me. 
 
   

 
 

SERMON:  Romans 5:1-11 
 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we also 
have obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand. 
And we rejoice confidently on the basis of our hope for the glory of 
God.  

3Not only this, but we also rejoice confidently in our sufferings, 
because we know that suffering produces patient endurance, 4and 
patient endurance produces tested character, and tested character 
produces hope. 5And hope will not put us to shame, because God’s 
love has been poured out into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, who 
was given to us.  

6For at the appointed time, while we were still helpless, Christ 
died for the ungodly. 7It is rare indeed that someone will die for a 
righteous person. Perhaps someone might actually go so far as to 
die for a person who has been good to him. 8But God shows his own 
love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

9Therefore, since we have now been justified by his blood, it is 
even more certain that we will be saved from God’s wrath through 
him. 10For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by 
the death of his Son, it is even more certain that, since we have 
been reconciled, we will be saved by his life. 11And not only is this 
so, but we also go on rejoicing confidently in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received this reconcilia-
tion.  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of God  
     the Father almighty.  

   From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit; 

the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN:  # 453 (vv. 1,4,5)   “Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spoke” 
  ♫  “Come, follow me,” the Savior spoke, “All in my way abiding. 

Deny yourselves; the world forsake; Obey my call and guiding. 
Oh, bear the cross, whate’er betide;  
Take my example for your guide. 
 
“I teach you how to shun and flee  
What harms your souls’ salvation, 
Your hearts from ev’ry guile to free, From sin and its temptation. 
I am the refuge of the soul And lead you to your heav’nly goal.” 
 
Then let us follow Christ our Lord And take the cross appointed 
And, firmly clinging to his Word, In suff’ring be undaunted. 
For those who bear the battle’s strain  
The crown of heav’nly life obtain. 
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   THANKSGIVING 

 

OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-

dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one an-

other. Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

C: ♫  Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

HYMN:  # 452   “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”  
  ♫  Let us ever walk with Jesus, Follow his example pure, 

Flee the world which would deceive us  
And to sin our souls allure. 
Ever in his footsteps treading, Body here, yet soul above, 
Full of faith and hope and love, Let us do the Father’s bidding. 
Faithful Lord, abide with me. Savior, lead; I follow thee. 
 
Let us suffer here with Jesus, To his image e’er conform; 
Heaven’s glory soon will please us,  
Sunshine follow on the storm. 
Though we sow in tears of sorrow,  
We shall reap in heav’nly joy, 
And the fears that now annoy  
Shall be laughter on the morrow. 
Christ, I suffer here with thee;  
There, oh, share thy joy with me. 
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Let us also die with Jesus. His death from the second death, 
From our soul’s destruction, frees us,  
Quickens us with life’s glad breath. 
Let us mortify, while living, Flesh and blood and die to sin, 
And the grave that shuts us in  
Shall but prove the gate to heaven. 
Jesus, here I die to thee, There to live eternally. 
 
Let us gladly live with Jesus; Since he’s risen from the dead, 
Death and grave must soon release us.  
Jesus, thou art now our head. 
We are truly thine own members;  
Where thou livest, there live we. 
Take and own us constantly,  
Faithful Friend, as thy dear brethren. 
Jesus, here I live to thee, Also there eternally. 

 
 
WELS CONNECTION 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

FLOWERS for today’s service were given to the glory of God by the  
   Evers on the occasion of Matthew’s birthday. 
 

PRAYERS  Remember to pray for: Gordon Hillberg, Shawn Lozano,  
   John Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Shawna Bushey, Rose  
   Marie Hillberg, Atalia (Moores’ granddaughter), Dennis Douglas,  
   Julieanna Saenz, Bob Ward, George Caravana, Don Fabian, Doris  
   Scheuffele, Molly Webb (and her brother Jim), Helen Marten, Doug  
   Ward, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas, Val Wheelock, Linda Hill &  
   Christina, Wayne Chapman, Gwen Reuter, and Lynn Oberg.  
 

LWMS SPRING RALLY, March 13, 9:00 a.m. on Zoom.    

HOLY WEEK DEVOTIONS by Martin Luther College will only be  
   available online this year.  You can also order previous years’ devo- 
   tions at: https://mlc-wels.edu/publications/seasonal-devotions/ 
 

EASTER FLOWERS (and MEMORY GARDEN):  Forms are availa- 
   ble in the narthex to provide flowers for Easter. 
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THIS WEEK 
  

Wednesday Lenten Service, 7:00 p.m. 
  Thursday Bible Class, 10:00 a.m.  (Zoom)  
  Saturday Catechism, 10:00 a.m. 
   Sunday Bible Class 9:00 a.m. 
   Worship, 10:00 a.m.  

 
 

COMING UP 
 

Work Day:  Saturday, March 27, 9:00-12:00 
 
 

Holy Week: 
    Palm Sunday -  March 28, 10:00 a.m. 
   Maundy Thursday - April 1, 7:00 p.m. 
    Good Friday - April 2, 7:00 p.m. 
    Easter Sunday - April 4, 10:00 a.m. 

  
 

www.starlutheran.org 

     
    Midweek Lenten Services 
      Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Ash Wednesday, February 17 ......... Hands of Repentance  
Midweek 2,  February 24 ................. Hands of Betrayal  
Midweek 3,   March 3 ..................... Hands of Misguided Zeal 
Midweek 4,   March 10  .................... Hands of Hypocrisy  
Midweek 5,   March 17 ..................... Hands of Brutality  
Midweek 6,   March 24 ..................... Hands of Self-Preservation 




