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Sixth Sunday in LENT — Palm Sunday
Theme of the day: Lent began with an almost equal focus on the
sinner and the Savior. But increasingly and now in Holy Week the
focus is on Christ. The readings for today want us to understand
once and for all who it really is who has come to save us, so that with
all confidence we may do as the Prayer for the Day suggests, follow
him from Holy Week to Easter, from earth to heaven.
WELCOME
A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellowship hall.
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.
OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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Hands of Praise

OPENING HYMN: # 93 (vv. 1,2,4) “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”
♫ Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, Great David’s greater Son!
Hail, in the time appointed, His reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression, To set the captive free,
To take away transgression, And rule in equity.
He comes with rescue speedy To those who suffer wrong,
To help the poor and needy And bid the weak be strong,
To give them songs for sighing, Their darkness turn to light
Whose souls, condemned and dying, Are precious in his sight.
O’er ev’ry foe victorious, He on his throne shall rest,
From age to age more glorious, All blessing and all-blest.
The tide of time shall never His covenant remove;
His name shall stand forever—That name to us is Love.
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you. (spoken)
CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C:

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from
birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do
not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect
life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed
your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you
strength to live according to his will.
C: Amen.
PRAYER AND PRAISE
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

OH, TASTE AND SEE
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M: We praise you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you
redeemed us through your Son, Jesus Christ. As he was acclaimed
by those who scattered their garments and branches in his path, so
may we always hail him as our King and follow him with perfect
confidence; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: ♫ Amen.

FIRST LESSON: Zechariah 9:9,10
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Rejoice greatly, Daughter of Zion!
Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem!
Look! Your King is coming to you.
He is righteous and brings salvation.
He is humble and is riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
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I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the horse from Jerusalem.
The battle bow will be taken away,
and he will proclaim peace to the nations.
His kingdom will extend from sea to sea,
from the River to the ends of the earth.

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 24

The earth is the LORD’S, and everything in it,*
the world, and all who live in it;
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for he founded it upon the seas*
and established it upon the waters.
Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?*
Who may stand in his holy place?
He who has clean hands and a pure heart,*
he will receive blessing from God his Savior.
Refrain
Lift up your heads, O you gates;
be lifted up, you ancient doors,*
that the King of glory may come in.
Who is this King of glory?*
The LORD strong and mighty,
the LORD mighty in battle.
Lift up your heads, O you gates;
lift them up, you ancient doors,*
that the King of glory may come in.
Who is he, this King of glory?*
The LORD Almighty—he is the King of glory.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain

VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith;
C: The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.
(John 12:23)
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SECOND LESSON: Philippians 2:5-11
5

Indeed, let this attitude be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.
Though he was by nature God, he did not consider equality with
God as a prize to be displayed, 7but he emptied himself by taking
the nature of a servant. When he was born in human likeness, and
his appearance was like that of any other man, 8he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross.
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Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that
is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee will
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every
tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.
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HYMN: # 133 “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty”
♫ Ride on, ride on in majesty!
Hark! All the tribes hosanna cry.
O Savior meek, pursue your road,
With palms and scattered garments strowed.
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die.
O Christ, your triumphs now begin
O’er captive death and conquered sin.
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
The angel armies of the sky
Look down with sad and wond’ring eyes
To see th’ approaching sacrifice.
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
Your last and fiercest strife is nigh.
The Father on his sapphire throne
Awaits his own anointed Son.
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die.
Bow your meek head to mortal pain,
Then take, O Christ, your power and reign.
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SERMON: Mark 11:1-10
As they approached Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, on the
Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples 2and told them, “Go
into the village ahead of you. As soon as you enter it, you will find a
colt tied there, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it
here. 3If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The
Lord needs it, and he will send it back here without delay.’ ”
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They left and found a colt on the street, tied at a door; and
they untied it. 5Some who were standing there asked them, “What
are you doing, untying that colt?” 6The disciples answered them
just as Jesus had instructed them, and the men let them go.
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They brought the colt to Jesus, threw their garments on it, and
Jesus sat on it. 8Many people spread their garments on the road.
Others spread branches that they had cut from the fields. 9Those
who went in front and those who followed were crying out,
Hosanna!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
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Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!
Hosanna in the highest!
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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HYMN: # 130 “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”

♫ Hosanna, loud hosanna, The little children sang;
Through pillared court and temple The lovely anthem rang.
To Jesus, who had blessed them, Close folded to his breast,
The children sang their praises, The simplest and the best.
From Olivet they followed Mid an exultant crowd,
The victor palm branch waving And chanting clear and loud.
The Lord of saints and angels Rode on in lowly state
Nor scorned that little children Should on his bidding wait.
“Hosanna in the highest!” That ancient song we sing,
For Christ is our Redeemer, The Lord of heav’n, our King.
Oh, may we ever praise him With heart and life and voice
And in his royal presence Eternally rejoice.

THANKSGIVING
OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one
another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
C: ♫ Amen. Amen. Amen.
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HYMN: # 242 “O, that I Had a Thousand Voices”
♫ Oh, that I had a thousand voices
To praise my God with thousand tongues!
My heart, which in the Lord rejoices,
Would then proclaim in grateful songs
To all, wherever I might be,
What great things God has done for me.
O forest leaves, so green and tender,
That dance for joy in summer air,
O meadow grasses, bright and slender,
O flow’rs, so wondrous sweet and fair,
You live to show his praise alone;
With me now make his glory known.
All creatures that have breath and motion,
That fill the earth, the sea, and sky,
Now join me in my heart’s devotion;
Help me to raise his praises high.
My utmost pow’rs can never quite
Express the wonders of his might.
Lord, I will tell, while I am living,
Your love and grace with ev’ry breath
And greet each morning with thanksgiving
Until my heart is still in death,
And, when at last my lips grow cold,
Your praise shall in my sighs be told.
The WELS Connection
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
FLOWERS for today’s service were given to the glory of God
by the Evers for Janetta’s birthday.
PRAYERS Remember to pray for: Gordon Hillberg, Shawn
Lozano, John Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Shawna
Bushey, Rose Marie Hillberg, Atalia (Moores’ granddaughter),
Dennis Douglas, Julieanna Saenz, Bob Ward, George Caravana,
Don Fabian, Doris Scheuffele, Molly Webb (and her brother
Jim), Helen Marten, Doug Ward, Rev. & Mrs. Redlin, Kathy
Jones, Art Amarillas, Val Wheelock, Linda Hill & Christina,
Wayne Chapman, and Fred Oberg.
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