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Pastor Michael Foley 

  
        Worship Service 

 
 

Sunday,  April 18, 2021   10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 

Third Sunday of EASTER 
 
 
 Theme of the day:   With his perfect life, innocent  
    death and glorious resurrection, Christ paid for all  
    our sins and won for us eternal life.  Therefore, it  
    is our privilege to share this good news with the  
    rest of the world. 

WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you 
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are  
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking 
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the 
close of this worship service or at your convenience.   
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you 
need to step out with your children, the service can be 
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area. 
Feel free to enter and return at any time.  
 

 
OUR MISSION 

    Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING           
 OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully  
 preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and  
 administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by  
 Christ. 
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OPENING HYMN:  # 225   “This Is the Day the Lord Has Made”     
 
  ♫  This is the day the Lord has made; He calls the hours his own. 

Let heav’n rejoice; let earth be glad  
And praise surround the throne. 
 
Today he rose and left the dead, And Satan’s empire fell; 
Today the saints his triumphs spread And all his wonders tell. 
 
Hosanna to the anointed King, To David’s holy Son! 
Help us, O Lord; descend and bring Salvation from the throne. 
 
Blessed is Jesus Christ, who came With messages of grace, 
Who came in God the Father’s name To save our sinful race. 

 
  Please stand for last verse: 
 

Hosanna in the highest strains  
The Church on earth shall raise; 
The highest heav’ns, in which he reigns,  
Shall give him nobler praise. 

 

 
Minister:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and  
     the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
 

Congregation:  And also with you. (spoken)  
 
 

Confession of Sins 
 

M:  God invites us to come into his presence to worship him with     
       humble and penitent hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our        
       sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful,  
      and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and      
     actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.   
     For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.   
     But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior     
     Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given  
      his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.   Therefore, as  
      a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all  
      your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy  
      Spirit.   
 

C:  Amen  
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  Prayer and Praise  
 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts  
      with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.   
C:  ♫  Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your  
      love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan  
      and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.  
C:  ♫  Christ, have mercy. 
 
M:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for  
      those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O  
      Lord.   
C:  ♫  Lord,  have mercy. 
 
M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your  
       power and keep us in your tender care: 
C. ♫  Amen. 
 
M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy  
      of praise. 
 
 
 

 ♫  O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.  
Al-might-y God, mer-ci-ful Father,  you crown our life with your 
love. You take a-way our sin;  you com-fort our spir-it; you make 
us pure and ho-ly in your sight. You did not spare your on-ly Son, 
but gave him up for us all. 
 

O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth. 
 

O Son of God, e-ter-nal Word of the Fa-ther, you came to live with 
us; you made your Fa-ther known; you washed us from our sins in 
your own blood. You are the King of glo-ry; you are the Lord! 
 

O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.  
 
 
 

M: Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed  
      your will and bore the cross for our salvation that through his     
      anguish, pain, and death we may receive forgiveness of sins and  
      inherit eternal life; through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who  
      lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
      forever. 
 

C:  ♫  Amen   Please be seated. 
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FIRST LESSON:  2 Corinthians 2:12-3:6 
 

12When I came to Troas to proclaim the gospel of Christ and a 
door was opened for me by the Lord, 13I had no rest in my spirit, 
because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I said good-bye to 
them and went on to Macedonia.  

14But thanks be to God, who always causes us to triumph in 
Christ and reveals the fragrance of his knowledge through us in 
every place. 15Yes, we are the fragrance of Christ for God among 
those who are being saved and among those who are perishing. 
16To some we are the odor of death that is a prelude to death, to the 
others the fragrance of life that is a prelude to life. And who is 
qualified for these things? 17To be sure, we are not like many who 
peddle the word of God for profit. Instead, in Christ we speak with 
sincerity in the sight of God, as men from God.  
3 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, 
like some people, letters of recommendation to you or from you? 
2You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known and 
read by everyone. 3It is clear that you are a letter from Christ, de-
livered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living 
God, not on stone tablets but on tablets that are hearts of flesh.  

4Such is the confidence we have through Christ before God. 
5Not that we are competent by ourselves to claim that anything 
comes from us; rather, our competence is from God. 6He also made 
us competent as ministers of a new testament (not of letter, but of 
spirit). For the letter kills, but the spirit gives life.  

 
PSALM OF THE DAY:   Psalm 118 
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The LORD is my strength and my song;* 
he has become my salvation. 
 
The LORD’S right hand is lifted high;* 
the LORD’S right hand has done mighty things! 
 
I will not die but live,* 
and will proclaim what the LORD has done. 
 
Refrain 
 
I will give you thanks, for you answered me;* 
you have become my salvation. 
 
The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone;* 
the LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 
This is the day the LORD has made;* 
let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 

 
 

 
VERSE OF THE DAY: 
 

M: Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Were not 
our hearts burning within us while he was speaking to us along the 
road and while he was explaining the Scriptures to us?  Alleluia. 

                 (Luke 24:32) 
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C:   ♫  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 These words are written that we may believe  
    that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
    Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 
GOSPEL LESSON:   Luke 24:36-49 
 

36As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood 
among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.”  

37But they were terrified and frightened and thought they were 
looking at a ghost.  

38He said to them, “Why are you troubled? Why do doubts 
arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself. 
Touch me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as 
you see that I have.” 40When he had said this, he showed them his 
hands and his feet. 41While they still did not believe it (because of 
their joy), and while they were still wondering, he said to them, 
“Do you have anything here to eat?”  

42They gave him a piece of broiled fish and some honeycomb. 
43He took it and ate in front of them. 44He said to them, “These are 
my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you: Everything 
must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the 
Prophets, and the Psalms.”  

45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 
46He said to them, “This is what is written and so it must be: The 
Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47and 
repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to 
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these 
things. 49Look, I am sending you what my Father promised. But 
stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”  

  
 
 
 

 
HYMN:  # 153   “Alleluia!  Jesus Lives” 
 
  ♫  Alleluia! Jesus lives! He is now the living one;  

From the gloomy house of death  
Forth the conqueror has gone,  
Bright foreruner to the skies  
Of his people, yet to rise. 
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Jesus lives! Let all rejoice;  
Praise him, ransomed ones of earth. 
Praise him in a nobler song, Cherubim of heav’nly birth. 
Praise the Victor-King, whose sway  
Sin and death and hell obey. 
 
Jesus lives! Why do you weep?  
Why that sad and frequent sigh? 
He who died our brother here Lives our brother still on high, 
Lives forever to bestow  
Blessings on his Church below. 
 
Jesus lives! And thus, my soul, Life is yours eternally; 
Joined to him, your living head, Where he is, you too shall be; 
You with him at his right hand  
Victor over death shall stand. 

 
 
 
SERMON:  Acts 12:1-17 
 

At about that time, King Herod laid violent hands on some who be-
longed to the church, in order to mistreat them. 2He had James, the 
brother of John, put to death with the sword. 3When he saw that 
this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter during the days 
of Unleavened Bread.  

4After arresting Peter, Herod put him in prison and handed 
him over to four squads of four soldiers each to guard him. Herod 
intended to bring him before the people for trial after the Passover. 
5So Peter was kept in prison, but the church earnestly offered up 
prayer to God for him.  

6The very night before Herod was going to bring him out for 
trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers. He was bound with 
two chains, while sentries were in front of the door, guarding the 
prison.  

7Suddenly an angel of the Lord stood near him, and a light 
shone in the cell. The angel woke Peter up by striking him on the 
side, saying, “Quick, get up!” The chains fell from his wrists.  

8Then the angel said to him, “Get dressed and put on your san-
dals.” So he did so. Then the angel told him, “Put on your cloak 
and follow me.” 9Peter went out, following the angel, but he did not 
realize that what the angel was doing was really happening. He 
thought he was seeing a vision. 10When they had passed through 
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the first and second guard posts, they came to the iron gate that leads 
into the city. It opened all by itself for them. They went outside, 
walked down one street, and immediately the angel left him.  

11When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I know for sure that 
the Lord sent his angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and 
from everything the Jewish people were expecting.”  

12When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother 
of John, who is also called Mark. Many had gathered there and were 
praying. 13When Peter knocked at the entrance gate, a servant girl 
named Rhoda came to answer. 14She recognized Peter’s voice and was 
so overjoyed, she did not open the gate. Instead she ran in and an-
nounced that Peter was standing in front of the gate.  

15They told her, “You are out of your mind!” But she kept on in-
sisting it was so, and they started saying, “It’s his angel.”  

16Meanwhile, Peter kept on knocking. When they opened the door 
and saw him, they were astonished. 17Peter motioned to them with his 
hand to be silent and described to them how the Lord had brought 
him out of prison. He said, “Tell these things to James and to the 
brothers.” Then he left and went on to another place.  
 
 
 
 
NICENE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, the father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incar-
nate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death 
and was buried. 
 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord, the giver of life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son, Who in unity with the Father and 
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. 
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We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
OFFERING  
 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

M:  O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled  
      your promises by the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from  
      the dead.  
 

C: Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord  
      Jesus Christ.  
 

M: In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid  
      down his life to rescue the lost. 
 

C: Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your  
      glorious triumph. 
 

M: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make interces- 
      sion for the saints, and grant us confidence in the greatness of his 
      power. Keep before us the vision of your redeemed people standing  
      before your throne and singing the song of victory: 
 

C: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and  
      power and honor and glory and praise. 
 

M: Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of  
      hope and new life to those around us. Guide us in the use of all that  
      you have entrusted to us: our time, our talents, and our treasures. 
 

C:  Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 
 

M: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the  
      faith of the suffering and the dying. Assure them of your abiding  
      presence, and comfort them with the hope of eternal life. 
      Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
      Silent prayer. 
      Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation.    
      With happy hearts, we come before you and say: 
 

C:  Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen. 
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C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
    

The Holy Sacrament 
 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. (spoken) 
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord.  
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he    
      has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He raised Christ from  
      the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms  
      and placed all things under his feet for the benefit of the Church.      

     Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our  
     God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne  
     and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever  
     and ever. 

 

        Holy Communion, will be celebrated in today’s service. The Bible 
teaches us that Jesus offers us his body and blood for the forgiveness of      
our sins in the Lord’s Supper. The Bible also instructs us that receiving the 
Lord’s Supper together is a public expression of our complete “oneness,”     
or unity of faith. 
 

         Because the Lord’s Supper is an expression of our unity in faith, we 
invite to the Lord’s Supper only those who have expressed that unity with us 
through membership in our congregation or one of our sister congregations  
in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), or our sister church 
body, the ELS. 
 

          If you are a guest from another Christian church, we kindly ask that 
you simply refrain from participation in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
today. We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of    
declaring your agreement with our beliefs before you have had a chance to 
learn more. 
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   ♫   Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.  
         The whole earth is full of your glory. 

You are my God, and I will exalt you.  
I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation. 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.  
The whole earth is full of your glory. 

 
 
 
The Words of Institution 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    
 

C:  ♫ Amen.    
 
 
     ♫ O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;    
             have mercy on us. 

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
    have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
    grant us your peace. Amen. 

 
 

 
HYMN VERSES DURING COMMUNION:  # 145 
 
  ♫  Jesus lives! The vict’ry’s won! 

Death no longer can appall me. 
Jesus lives! Death’s reign is done! 
From the grave Christ will recall me. 
Brighter scenes will then commence; 
This shall be my confidence. 
 
Jesus lives! To him the throne  
High o’er heav’n and earth is given. 
I shall go where he is gone, 
Live and reign with him in heaven. 
God is faithful; doubtings, hence! 
This shall be my confidence. 
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Jesus lives! For me he died; 
Hence will I, to Jesus living, 
Pure in heart and act abide, 
Praise to him and glory giving. 
All I need God will dispense; 
This shall be my confidence. 
 
Jesus lives! I know full well 
Nothing me from him shall sever, 
Life nor death nor pow’rs of hell 
Part me now from Christ forever. 
God will be a sure defense; 
This shall be my confidence. 
 
Jesus lives! And now is death  
But the gate to life immortal;  
This shall calm my trembling breath  
When I pass its gloomy portal.  
Faith shall cry, as fails each sense:  
“Jesus is my confidence!” 

 
 

 

THANKSGIVING 
 

   Please stand. 
 
    ♫  Thank the Lord and sing his praise.  
         Tell ev’ryone what he has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. 
He renews his promises and leads his people forth in joy  
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
   

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have 
praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which 
have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, 
and that all who have received in his true body and blood the 
pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy 
life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

C:  ♫ Amen 
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  
       Live in harmony with one another.   
       Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

C: ♫ Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN:  # 528   “Christ Is Our Cornerstone” 
 

  ♫   Christ is our cornerstone; On him alone we build. 
With his true saints alone The courts of heav’n are filled. 
On his great love Our hopes we place 
Of present grace And joys above. 
 
Oh, then, with hymns of praise  
These hallowed courts shall ring! 
Our voices we will raise The Three in One to sing 
And thus proclaim In joyful song, 
Both loud and long, That glorious name. 
 
Here, gracious God, do now And evermore draw near; 
Accept each faithful vow And all your children hear, 
And more and more On those who pray 
Each holy day Your blessing pour. 
 
Here may we gain from heav’n The grace which we implore, 
And may that grace, once giv’n, Be with us evermore 
Until that day When all the blest 
To endless rest Are called away! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

FLOWERS for today’s service were given to the glory of  God by  
   Ilene Trevarrow on the occasion of her granddaughter’s birthday. 
 

PRAYERS  Remember to pray for: Gordon Hillberg, Shawn  
   Lozano, John Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Shawna  
   Bushey, Rose Marie Hillberg, Atalia (Moores’ granddaughter),  
   Dennis Douglas, Julieanna Saenz, Bob Ward, George Caravana,  
   Don Fabian, Doris Scheuffele, Molly Webb (and her brother  
   Jim), Helen Marten, Doug Ward, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas,  
   Val Wheelock, Linda Hill & Christina, Wayne Chapman, Gwen  
   Reuter, Lynn Oberg, Louise Perry, Ilene Trevarrow, and Lynn & 
   Anne Oberg.  
 
 
 
THIS WEEK 
  

Thursday Bible Study, 10:00 a.m.  (Zoom) 
 Saturday Catechism Class, 10:00 a.m., SLO 
  Sunday Bible Class & Sunday School,  9:00 a.m. 
  Worship, 10:00 a.m.  
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