4465 South Blosser Road
Santa Maria, CA 93455
S ar of
Office: 805-937-0339
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
www.starlutheran.org
Pastor Michael Foley
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Fourth Sunday after PENTECOST
Theme of the day: The work of the gospel is invisible, but real. It is
hidden, but with results that can be seen — even if the power behind
those visible results remains a mystery. That is the truth of the kingdom of God hidden within the heart. Has faith made a difference in
life, or is it something apart? Faith that is the result of the living seed
of the Word is alive and gives evidence of its life.
WELCOME
A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellowship hall.
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.
OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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OPENING HYMN: # 188 “Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid”
♫ Creator Spirit, by whose aid
The world’s foundations first were laid,
Come, visit ev’ry humble mind;
Come, pour your joys on humankind.
From sin and sorrow set us free;
May we your living temples be.
O Source of light, our Counselor,
The Father’s help to us assure.
Come down, as promised, with your fire,
And hearts with heav’nly love inspire.
Your sacred, healing message bring
To sanctify us when we sing.
Giver of grace, descend from high
In answer to our earnest cry.
Help us eternal truths receive
And practice all that we believe.
Give us your wisdom that we see
The glory of the Trinity.
Please stand for last verse:

Immortal honor, endless fame,
Attend th’ almighty Father’s name;
The Savior-Son be glorified,
Who for all humankind has died;
And equal adoration rise
To you, O Spirit, in the skies.
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you. (spoken)
Confession of Sins
M: God invites us to come into his presence to worship him with
humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our
sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
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C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful,
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and
actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given
his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as
a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.
Prayer and Praise
M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts
with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.
C: ♫ Lord, have mercy.
M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your
love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan
and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.
C: ♫ Christ, have mercy.
M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for
those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O
Lord.
C: ♫ Lord, have mercy.
M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power
and keep us in your tender care:
C: ♫ Amen.
M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy
of praise.
♫ O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.
Al-might-y God, mer-ci-ful Father,
you crown our life with your love.
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You take a-way our sin; you com-fort our spir-it;
you make us pure and ho-ly in your sight.
You did not spare your on-ly Son,
but gave him up for us all.
O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.
O Son of God, e-ter-nal Word of the Fa-ther,
you came to live with us;
you made your Fa-ther known;
you washed us from our sins in your own blood.
You are the King of glo-ry; you are the Lord!
O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: O God, protector of all the faithful, you alone make strong; you
alone make holy. Guide us through our earthly lives that we do not
lose the things you have prepared for us in heaven; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: ♫ Amen.
Please be seated.

FIRST LESSON: Ezekiel 17:22-24
22

This is what the Lord God says. I myself will take part of the tip
of the cedar and plant it. From the topmost of its shoots I will pluck
off a tender sprig, and I myself will plant it on a high and lofty
mountain. 23On the high mountain of Israel I will plant it. It will
produce branches, bear fruit, and become a magnificent cedar. Flying birds of every kind will live under it. In the shelter of its branches they will nest. 24Then all the trees in the countryside will know
that I, the Lord, bring down the high tree and raise up the low tree,
that I make the green tree dry up, and I make the dried-up tree
blossom. I, the Lord, have spoken, and I will carry it out.
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PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 92

How great are your works, O LORD,*
how profound your thoughts!
The senseless man does not know,*
fools do not understand,
that though the wicked spring up like grass*
and all evildoers flourish,
they will be forever destroyed.*
But you, O LORD, are exalted forever.

Refrain
The righteous will flourish like a palm tree,*
they will flourish in the courts of our God.
They will still bear fruit in old age,*
they will stay fresh and green,
proclaiming, “The LORD is upright;*
he is my rock, and there is no wickedness in him.”
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
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VERSE OF THE DAY:

M: Alleluia. May your priests be clothed with righteousness. May
your favored ones shout for joy. Alleluia. (Psalm 132:9)
C: ♫ Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

GOSPEL LESSON: Mark 4:26-34
26

He said, “The kingdom of God is like this: A man scatters seed on
the ground, 27and while he sleeps and rises, night and day, the seed
sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. 28The ground
produces fruit on its own: first the blade, then the head, then the
full grain in the head. 29When the crop is ready, he swings the sickle without delay, because the harvest has come.”
30
Then he said, “To what should we compare the kingdom of God?
Or with what parable may we picture it? 31It is like a mustard seed,
which when sown on the ground is one of the smallest of all the
seeds planted in the ground. 32Yet when it is planted, it grows up
and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large
branches so that the birds of the sky can nest under its shade.”
33
With many similar parables he continued to speak the word to
them, as much as they were able to hear. 34He did not speak to
them without a parable. But when he was alone with his disciples,
he explained everything to them.

HYMN: # 417 “I’m But a Stranger Here”
♫ I’m but a stranger here; Heav’n is my home.
Earth is a desert drear; Heav’n is my home.
Danger and sorrow stand Round me on ev’ry hand.
Heav’n is my fatherland; Heav’n is my home.
What though the tempest rage, Heav’n is my home.
Short is my pilgrimage; Heav’n is my home.
And time’s wild, wintry blast Soon shall be overpast;
I shall reach home at last; Heav’n is my home.
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There at my Savior’s side—Heav’n is my home—
I shall be glorified; Heav’n is my home.
There are the good and blest, Those I love most and best,
And there I, too, shall rest; Heav’n is my home.
Therefore I murmur not; Heav’n is my home.
Whate’er my earthly lot, Heav’n is my home.
And I shall surely stand There at my Lord’s right hand.
Heav’n is my fatherland; Heav’n is my home.

MESSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:1-10
Now we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed,
we have a building from God, an eternal home in heaven, which is
not made by human hands. 2In fact, the reason we groan is that we
long to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven. 3If we do indeed
put it on, we will certainly not be found naked. 4To be sure, while
we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not
want to be unclothed, but to be clothed, so that what is mortal may
be swallowed up by life. 5Now the one who prepared us for this
very purpose is God, who gave us the Spirit as the down payment.
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Therefore we are always confident and know that while we are at
home in the body, we are away from the Lord, 7for we walk by
faith, not by sight. 8But we are confident and would much prefer to
be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9And for this
reason we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home
or away. 10For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he did
while in the body, whether good or bad.

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death
and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who in unity with the Father
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious.
Your mercies are new every morning. Each day you open your
hand and provide for the needs of your children on earth.
C: We praise you for every grace and blessing.
M: Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting
message of salvation in Christ Jesus be proclaimed to troubled
souls everywhere.
C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and
your hope.
M: We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society.
Bless our national, state, and local governments.
C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect.
M: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers
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a sense of fairness toward their workers, and employees a feeling
of joy and pride in their workmanship.
C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done.
M: Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that
helps students read, think, and communicate in ways that will promote an informed and responsible citizenry. Arouse curious minds
to discover the wonders of your created order.
C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence.
M: Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a
renewed commitment to be good parents. Give children and young
people the wisdom to regard their parents as your representatives.
C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us.
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you will hear and with the faith that you will respond
for our welfare.
C: Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Holy Sacrament
M: The Lord be with you.
C: ♫ And also with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.
C: ♫ We lift them up to the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: ♫ It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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Holy Communion, will be celebrated in today’s service. The Bible
teaches us that Jesus offers us his body and blood for the forgiveness of
our sins in the Lord’s Supper. The Bible also instructs us that receiving the
Lord’s Supper together is a public expression of our complete “oneness,”
or unity of faith.
Because the Lord’s Supper is an expression of our unity in faith, we
invite to the Lord’s Supper only those who have expressed that unity with us
through membership in our congregation or one of our sister congregations
in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), or our sister church
body, the ELS.
If you are a guest from another Christian church, we kindly ask that
you simply refrain from participation in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper
today. We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of
declaring your agreement with our beliefs before you have had a chance to
learn more.

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he
has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit
to testify that we are his children and to strengthen us when we are
weak.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our
God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne
and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever
and ever.

♫ Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.
The whole earth is full of your glory.
You are my God, and I will exalt you.
I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation.
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.
The whole earth is full of your glory.

The Words of Institution
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: ♫ Amen.
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♫ O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin
of the world; have mercy on us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take
away the sin of the world grant us your peace. Amen.
COMMUNION HYMN: # 255 “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”
♫ Open now thy gates of beauty;
Zion, let me enter there,
Where my soul in joyful duty
Waits for him who answers prayer.
Oh, how blessed is this place,
Filled with solace, light, and grace!
Gracious God, I come before thee;
Come thou also unto me.
Where we find thee and adore thee,
There a heav’n on earth must be.
To my heart, oh, enter thou;
Let it be thy temple now!
Here thy praise is gladly chanted;
Here thy seed is duly sown.
Let my soul, where it is planted,
Bring forth precious sheaves alone,
So that all I hear may be
Fruitful unto life in me.
Thou my faith increase and quicken;
Let me keep thy gift divine,
Howsoe’er temptations thicken;
May thy Word still o’er me shine
As my guiding star through life,
As my comfort in all strife.
Speak, O God, and I will hear thee;
Let thy will be done indeed.
May I undisturbed draw near thee
While thou dost thy people feed.
Here of life the fountain flows;
Here is balm for all our woes.
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Thanksgiving
Please stand.
♫ Thank the Lord and sing his praise.
Tell ev’ryone what he has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice
and proudly bear his name.
He renews his promises and leads
his people forth in joy
With shouts of thanksgiving.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Prayer of Thanks
M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have
praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes
which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and
blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a
new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: ♫ Amen
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony
with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his
face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord
look on you with favor and give you peace.
C: ♫ Amen. Amen. Amen.
CLOSING HYMN: # 322 “On What Has Now Been Sown”
♫ On what has now been sown
Your blessing, Lord, bestow;
The pow’r is yours alone
To make it spring and grow.
O Lord, in grace the harvest raise
And you alone shall have the praise!
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To you our wants are known;
From you are all our pow’rs.
Accept what is your own
And pardon what is ours.
Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive
And to your Word a blessing give.
Oh, grant that each of us
Now met before you here
May meet together thus
When you and yours appear
And follow you to heav’n, our home.
E’en so, Amen! Lord Jesus, come!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FLOWERS for today’s service were given to the glory of God
by the Obergs on the occasion of Fathers’ Day.
PRAYERS Remember to pray for: Gordon Hillberg, Shawn
Lozano, John Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Shawna
Bushey, Rose Marie Hillberg, Atalia (Moores’ granddaughter),
Dennis Douglas, Julieanna Saenz, Bob Ward, George Caravana,
Don Fabian, Doris Scheuffele, Molly Webb (and her brother
Jim), Helen Marten, Doug Ward, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas,
Val Wheelock, Linda Hill & Christina, Wayne Chapman, Gwen
Reuter, Ilene Trevarrow, and Lynn Oberg.
Good Shepherd Bible Camp: July 11-17, grades 4-10. See
Pastor Foley for more information and registration forms.
Or check out: goodshepherdbiblecamp.com
THIS WEEK
Sunday
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No Sunday School & Bible Class
Worship, 10:00 a.m.

PERSONAL PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION
(cf. page 156 in the front of Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal)

Q: What does God tell me about myself in his holy Word?
A: He says that I am a sinner and deserve only his punishment.
Q: What should I do if I am not aware of my sins or am not troubled by them?
A: I should examine myself according to the Ten Commandments and ask how
well I have carried out my responsibilities as a husband or wife or single person,
as a parent or child, an employer or employee, a teacher or student. Have I loved
God with all my heart, gladly heard his Word, and patiently endured affliction?
Have I been disobedient, proud, or unforgiving? Have I been selfish, lazy, envious, or quarrelsome? Have I lied or deceived, taken something not mine, or given
anyone a bad name? Have I abused my body or permitted indecent thoughts to
linger in my mind? Have I failed to do what is right and good?
Q: When I realize that I have sinned against God and deserve his punishment,
what should I do?
A: I will confess before God all my sins, those which I remember as well as those
of which I am unaware. I will pray to God for his mercy and forgiveness.
Q: How do I receive his gracious forgiveness?
A: His Word assures me that Jesus led a pure and holy life for me and died on the
cross for me to pay the full price for all my sins. Through faith in Jesus, I have
been clothed in my Savior's perfect righteousness and holiness.
Q: What further assurance do I have that Jesus is mine and I am his?
A: In Holy Communion he gives me his body and blood together with the bread
and wine as a truly life-giving food and drink to unite me with him and my fellow
believers. By means of this sacrament, Jesus not only forgives my sins but
sweeps away all my doubts about his love for me, gives me his own strength to
live a God-pleasing life, and grants me a joyful foretaste of heaven.
Q: How can I be sure that I receive all these blessings in the Lord's Supper?
A: I have his own word spoken as his last will and testament on the night before he
died. There he tells me: "Take and eat; this is my body. Drink from it, all of you;
this is my blood which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in
remembrance of me."
Q: How will I respond to this priceless gift from Jesus?
A: I will daily thank and praise him for his love to me. With his help I will fight temptation, do my best to correct whatever wrongs I have done, and serve him and
those around me with love and good works.
Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the precious
food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as
you remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts
of kindness to others. Amen.
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