4465 South Blosser Road
Santa Maria, CA 93455
Office: 805-937-0339
S ar of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church www.starlutheran.org
Pastor Michael Foley
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Sunday, August 22, 2021

10:00 a.m.

Thirteenth Sunday after PENTECOST

Theme of the day: The lessons for today encourage us to
examine our spiritual diet. In order to stay alive
spiritually, a person needs the real Bread which
is Jesus Christ. The only way to receive this
special nourishment is through his Gospel in
Word and Sacraments.
WELCOME
A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellowship hall.
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.
OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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OPENING HYMN: # 475 “The Man Is Ever Blest”
♫ The man is ever blest Who shuns the sinners’ ways,
Among their counsels never stands,
Nor takes the scorners’ place,
But makes the law of God His study and delight
Amid the labors of the day And watches of the night.
He like a tree shall thrive With waters near the root.
Fresh as the leaf his name shall live;
His works are heav’nly fruit.
Not so the wicked man! He no such blessing finds.
His hopes shall flee like empty chaff Before the driving winds.
How will he bear to stand Before that judgment seat
Where all the saints at Christ’s right hand
In full assembly meet?
Please stand for last verse:

God knows and he approves The way the righteous go,
But sinners and their works shall meet A dreadful overthrow.
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you. (spoken)
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and
serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our
sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C:

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from
birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do
not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
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M:

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to his will.
C: Amen.
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

M: Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift of grace that we
come into your presence and offer true and faithful service. Grant
that our worship on earth may always be pleasing to you, and in the
life to come give us the fulfillment of what you have promised;
through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: ♫ Amen.
Please be seated.
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FIRST LESSON: Proverbs 9:1-6
1

Wisdom has built her house.
She has carved out her seven pillars.
2
She has prepared her meat.
She has mixed her wine.
She has already set her table.
3
She has sent out her servant girls.
She calls from the highest point in the city,
4
“Whoever is naïve, let him turn in here.”
To someone who lacks sense she says,
5
“Come, eat my food,
and drink the wine that I have mixed.
6
Abandon your naïve ways and live.
Travel the road to understanding.”

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 1

Blessed is the man
who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked*
or stand in the way of sinners.
But his delight is in the law of the LORD,*
and on his law he meditates day and night.
He is like a tree planted by streams of water,
which yields its fruit in season*
and whose leaf does not wither.
Whatever he does prospers.
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Refrain
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,*
nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.
For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,*
but the way of the wicked will perish.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain

Verse of the Day:
M: Alleluia. The Word of God is living and active, sharper than any
two-edged sword, discerning the thoughts and intentions of the
heart. Alleluia. (Hebrews 4:12)
C: ♫

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

GOSPEL LESSON: John 6:51-58
51

I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone
eats this bread, he will live forever. The bread that I will give for
the life of the world is my flesh.”
52
At that, the Jews argued among themselves, “How can this
man give us his flesh to eat?”
53
So Jesus said to them, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Unless you
eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not
have life in yourselves. 54The one who eats my flesh and drinks my
blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the Last Day. 55For
my flesh is real food, and my blood is real drink. 56The one who
eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him.
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57

Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father,
so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58This is the
bread that came down from heaven, not like your fathers ate and
died. The one who eats this bread will live forever.”

HYMN: # 431, verses 1-3 “I Walk in Danger All the Way”
♫ I walk in danger all the way; The thought shall never leave me
That Satan, who has marked his prey,
Is plotting to deceive me.
This foe with hidden snares May seize me unawares
If e’er I fail to watch and pray; I walk in danger all the way.
I pass through trials all the way, With sin and ills contending;
In patience I must bear each day
The cross of God’s own sending.
Oft in adversity I know not where to flee
When storms of woe my soul dismay;
I pass through trials all the way.
Grim death pursues me all the way; Nowhere I rest securely.
He comes by night, he comes by day,
And takes his prey most surely.
A failing breath, and I In death’s strong grasp may lie
To face eternity today. Grim death pursues me all the way.

SERMON: Ephesians 5:15-20
15

Consider carefully, then, how you walk, not as unwise people, but
as wise people. 16Make the most of your time, because the days are
evil. 17For this reason, do not be foolish, but understand what the
will of the Lord is. 18And do not get drunk on wine, which causes
you to lose control. Instead, be filled with the Spirit 19by speaking
to one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs (singing
and making music with your hearts to the Lord), 20by always giving
thanks for everything to God the Father, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
Please stand.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Please be seated.

HYMN: # 431, verses 5,6 “I Walk in Danger All the Way”
♫ I walk with Jesus all the way; His guidance never fails me.
He takes my ev’ry fear away When Satan’s pow’r assails me,
And, by his footsteps led, My path I safely tread.
In spite of ills that threaten may, I walk with Jesus all the way.
My walk is heav’nward all the way;
Await, my soul, the morrow,
When you farewell can gladly say To all your sin and sorrow.
All worldly pomp, begone! To heav’n I now press on.
For all the world I would not stay;
My walk is heav’nward all the way.

OFFERING
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious.
Your mercies are new every morning. Each day you open your
hand and provide for the needs of your children on earth.
C: We praise you for every grace and blessing.
M: Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting
message of salvation in Christ Jesus be proclaimed to troubled
souls everywhere.
C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and
your hope.
M: We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society.
Bless our national, state, and local governments.
C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect.
M: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers
a sense of fairness toward their workers, and employees a feeling
of joy and pride in their workmanship.
C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done.
M: Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that
helps students read, think, and communicate in ways that will promote an informed and responsible citizenry. Arouse curious minds
to discover the wonders of your created order.
C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence.
M: Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a
renewed commitment to be good parents. Give children and young
people the wisdom to regard their parents as your representatives.
C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us.
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you will hear and with the faith that you will respond
for our welfare.
C: Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
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C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
C: ♫ Amen. Amen. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: # 327 “God Be with You till We Meet Again”
♫ God be with you till we meet again,
By his counsels guide, uphold you,
With his sheep securely fold you—
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, Till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus’ feet.
Till we meet, Till we meet—
God be with you till we meet again.
God be with you till we meet again,
’Neath his wings protecting hide you,
Daily manna still provide you—
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, Till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus’ feet.
Till we meet, Till we meet—
God be with you till we meet again.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYERS: Remember to pray for: Gordon Hillberg, Shawn
Lozano, John Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Shawna
Bushey, Rose Marie Hillberg, Dennis Douglas, Julieanna
Saenz, Bob Ward, George Caravana, Don Fabian, Doris
Scheuffele, Molly Webb (and her brother Jim), Helen Marten,
Doug Ward, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas, Val Wheelock,
Linda Hill & Christina, and Wayne Chapman.
THIS WEEK

Thursday
Sunday

Bible Study, 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School & Bible Class 9:00 a.m.
Worship, 10:00 a.m.

I am

the bread of life.
- John 6:35
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