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Fourteenth Sunday after PENTECOST
Theme of the day: It is not only the outsider who turns aside
from the Wisdom which is Christ. Many who have
heard the Word with us also go away when some part
of it conflicts with their own thinking. God, keep us
always from the ignorant arrogance that thinks our
wisdom is greater than yours!
WELCOME
A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellowship hall.
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.
OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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OPENING HYMN: # 768 “How Firm a Foundation”
♫ How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word!
What more can he say than to you he has said
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?
“Fear not, I am with you. Oh, be not dismayed,
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.
“The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose
I will not, I will not, desert to his foes.
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake!
“When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie,
My grace all-sufficient shall be your supply.
The flames will not hurt you; I only design
Your dross to consume and your gold to refine.
Please stand for last verse:

“Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove
My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love,
And then, when gray hair shall their temples adorn,
Like lambs they shall still on my shoulders be borne.”
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you. (spoken)
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and
serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our
sins to him and plead for his mercy.
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C:

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from
birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do
not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect
life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed
your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you
strength to live according to his will.
C: Amen.

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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M: Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope,
and love; and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love
what you command; through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C: ♫ Amen.
Please be seated.
FIRST LESSON: Exodus 7:8-13
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The Lord said to Moses and to Aaron, 9“When Pharaoh says
to you, ‘Give us a warning sign,’ then you are to tell Aaron, ‘Take
your staff and throw it down in front of Pharaoh, and it will become a snake.’ ”
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Then Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh. They did just as the
Lord had commanded. Aaron threw down his staff in front of
Pharaoh and his officials, and it became a snake. 11But then Pharaoh also called for his wise men and sorcerers. Those magicians of
Egypt did the same thing by their occult practices. 12They each
threw down their staffs, and those staffs became snakes. However,
Aaron’s staff swallowed up their staffs. 13But Pharaoh’s heart was
hard, and he did not listen to them, just as the Lord had said.
Psalm of the Day: Psalm 71

In you, O LORD, I have taken refuge;*
let me never be put to shame.
5

Rescue me and deliver me in your righteousness;*
turn your ear to me and save me.
Be my rock of refuge to which I can always go;*
For you are my rock and my fortress.
Refrain
Since my youth, O God, you have taught me,*
and to this day I declare your marvelous deeds.
Even when I am old and gray,*
do not forsake me, O God,
till I declare your power to the next generation,*
your might to all who are to come.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain

Verse of the Day:
M: Alleluia. Jesus Christ has destroyed death and brought life and
immortality to light through the Gospel. Alleluia. (2 Timothy 1:10)
C: ♫
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Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

GOSPEL LESSON: John 6:60-69
60

When they heard it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard
teaching! Who can listen to it?”
61
But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, asked them, “Does this cause you to stumble in
your faith? 62What if you would see the Son of Man ascending to
where he was before? 63The Spirit is the one who gives life. The
flesh does not help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are
spirit and they are life. 64But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning those who would not believe and the one who would betray him. 65He said, “This is why I
told you that no one can come to me unless it is given to him by my
Father.”
66
After this, many of his disciples turned back and were not
walking with him anymore. 67So Jesus asked the Twelve, “You do
not want to leave too, do you?”
68
Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom will we go? You
have the words of eternal life. 69We have come to believe and know
that you are the Holy One of God.”

HYMN: # 756 “We walk by Faith and Not by Sight” (back page)
♫ We walk by faith and not by sight
No gracious words we hear
Of Him who as none e'er spoke
But we believe Him near.
We may not touch His hands and side
Nor follow where He trod,
But in His promise we rejoice
And cry "My Lord and God!"
Help then, O Lord, our unbelief
And may our faith abound
To call on you when you are near
And seek where you are found.
For you, O resurrected Lord,
Are found in means divine:
Beneath the water and the Word,
Beneath the bread and wine.
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Lord, when our life of faith is done,
In realms of clearer light,
We may behold you as you are
With full and endless sight.

SERMON: Hebrews 11:24-26
24

By faith Moses refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter
when he grew up. 25He chose to be mistreated with God’s people
rather than enjoy sin for a little while. 26He considered disgrace for
the sake of Christ as greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt,
because he was looking ahead to his reward.
Please stand.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Please be seated.
8

HYMN: # 355 “Take the World, but Give me Jesus”
♫ Take the world, but give me Jesus!
All its joys are but a name.
But his love abides forever,
Through eternal years the same.
Oh, the height and depth of mercy;
Oh, the length and breadth of love!
Oh, the fullness of redemption,
Pledge of endless life above!
Take the world, but give me Jesus,
Sweetest comfort of my soul.
With the Savior watching o’er me,
I can sing, though thunders roll.
Oh, the height and depth of mercy;
Oh, the length and breadth of love!
Oh, the fullness of redemption,
Pledge of endless life above!
Take the world, but give me Jesus!
In his cross my trust shall be
Till with clearer, brighter vision
Face to face my Lord I see.
Oh, the height and depth of mercy;
Oh, the length and breadth of love!
Oh, the fullness of redemption,
Pledge of endless life above!

OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
C: ♫ Amen. Amen. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: # 752 “In Christ Alone”
♫ In Christ alone my hope is found;
He is my light, my strength, my song;
This cornerstone, this solid ground,
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My comforter, my all in all—
Here in the love of Christ I stand.
In Christ alone, Who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe!
This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save.
Till on that cross as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied;
For ev'ry sin on Him was laid—
Here in the death of Christ I live.
There in the ground His body lay,
Light of the world by darkness slain;
Then bursting forth in glorious day,
Up from the grave He rose again!
And as He stands in victory,
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me;
For I am His and He is mine—
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.
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No guilt in life, no fear in death—
This is the pow'r of Christ in me;
From life's first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No pow'r of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from His hand;
Till He returns or calls me home—
Here in the pow'r of Christ I'll stand.
The WELS Connection

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYERS: Remember to pray for: Gordon Hillberg, Shawn
Lozano, John Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Shawna
Bushey, Rose Marie Hillberg, Dennis Douglas, Julieanna
Saenz, Bob Ward, George Caravana, Don Fabian, Doris
Scheuffele, Molly Webb (and her brother Jim), Helen Marten,
Doug Ward, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas, Val Wheelock,
Linda Hill & Christina, and Wayne Chapman.
THIS WEEK
Thursday Bible Study, 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Sunday School & Bible Class 9:00 a.m.
Worship with Holy Communion, 10:00 a.m.
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