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Worship Service
Sunday, October 10, 2021 10:00 a.m.

Twentieth Sunday after PENTECOST

Theme of the day: The closest we can get to a mirror of the love of
God for us is the mirror of the love that he wants us to have for one
another in the family. The goal of family members is to reflect the
love of God for us in self-giving love for one another. How tragic
that in our society such a mirror is so clouded! There is much to
repent of and much to strive toward.

WELCOME

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.

All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall.

Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.

OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of "HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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OPENING HYMN: #217 “The Head that Once Was Crowned”

4/ The head that once was crowned with thorns
Is crowned with glory now;
A royal diadem adorns
The mighty victor’s brow.

The highest place that heav’n affords
Is his, is his by right,

The King of kings and Lord of lords
And heav’n’s eternal light,

The joy of all who dwell above,
The joy of all below

To whom he manifests his love
And grants his name to know.

To them the cross, with all its shame,
With all its grace, is giv’n;

Their name, an everlasting name;
Their joy, the joy of heav’n.

They suffer with their Lord below;
They reign with him above,

Their profit and their joy, to know
The myst’ry of his love.

Please stand for last verse:

The cross he bore is life and health,
Though shame and death to him;

His people’s hope, his people’s wealth,
Their everlasting theme.

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you. (spoken)

CONFESSION OF SINS

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.



: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In

countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to
be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.

: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect

life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed
your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you
strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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M: Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness keep us safe from every
evil of body and soul. Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do
whatever pleases you; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C: 7 Amen. Please be seated.

FIRST LESSON: Hebrews 2:9-11

’But we look to Jesus (the one who was made lower than the angels
for a little while, so that by God’s grace he might taste death for
everyone), now crowned with glory and honor, because he suffered
death.

Certainly it was fitting for God (the one for whom and
through whom everything exists), in leading many sons to glory, to
bring the author of their salvation to his goal through sufferings.
"For he who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified all have
one Father. For that reason, he is not ashamed to call them broth-
ers.

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 139b

Refrain
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O LORD, you created my inmost being;*
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.

I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;*
your works are wonderful, I know that full well.



My frame was not hidden from you;*
your eyes saw my unformed body.

Refrain

All the days ordained for me*
were written in your book before one of them came to be.

How precious to me are your thoughts, O God!*
How vast is the sum of them!

Were I to count them,*
they would outnumber the grains of sand.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

VERSE OF THE DAY

M: Alleluia. I will proclaim your name to my people; in the midst of
the congregation I will praise you. Alleluia! (Hebrews 2:12)

C: J Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

GOSPEL LESSON: Mark 10:2-16

’Some Pharisees came to test him and asked, “Is it lawful for a man
to divorce his wife?”

‘He replied, “What did Moses command you?”

*They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of di-

vorce and send her away.”
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But Jesus told them, “He wrote this command for you because
of your hard hearts. “But from the beginning of creation, God
made them male and female. "For this reason a man will leave his
father and mother and be joined to his wife, *and the two will be-
come one flesh. So they are no longer two but one flesh. *Therefore,
what God has joined together, let no one separate.”

In the house his disciples asked him about this again. ''He said
to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits
adultery against her. '*If she divorces her husband and marries an-
other, she commits adultery.”

BSome people began bringing little children to Jesus so that he
would touch them. But the disciples rebuked them. '*When Jesus
saw this, he was indignant. He said, “Let the little children come to
me! Do not hinder them, because the kingdom of God belongs to
such as these. " Amen I tell you: Whoever will not receive the king-
dom of God like a little child will never enter it.” '°And he took the
little children in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed
them.

HYMN: # 500 “For Christian Homes, O Lord, We Pray”
(To the tune of CW: 233)

& For Christian homes, O Lord, we pray,
That you might dwell with us each day.
Make ours a place where you are Lord,
Where all is governed by your Word.

We are the children of your grace;

Our homes are now your dwelling-place.
In you we trust and daily live;

Teach us to serve and to forgive.

United in a bond of love,

We lift our eyes to you above.

From you we gain the strength to live,
The wish to share, the joy to give.

Protect us and our loved ones dear
From pain and sorrow, want and fear;
Yet when we must our burdens bear,
“Your will be done” shall be our prayer.



And when you call us all to rest,

Then will we have a home more blest,
See all our care and sorrow cease,
And find with Christ eternal peace.

SERMON: Genesis 2:18-24

®The Lorp God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I
will make a helper who is a suitable partner for him.” ’Out of the
soil the LorDp God had formed every wild animal and every bird of
the sky, and he brought them to the man to see what he would call
them. Whatever the man called every living creature, that became
its name. *The man gave names to all the livestock, and to the
birds of the sky, and to every wild animal, but for Adam no helper
was found who was a suitable partner for him. *'The Lorp God
caused the man to fall into a deep sleep. As the man slept, the Lorp
God took a rib and closed up the flesh where it had been. **The
LoRrD God built a woman from the rib that he had taken from the
malzlsand brought her to the man.

The man said,

Now this one is bone of my bones

and flesh of my flesh.

She will be called “woman,”

because she was taken out of man.

*For this reason a man will leave his father and his mother

and will remain united with his wife,

and they will become one flesh.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.



He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN: #506 ¢“Oh, Blest the House, Whate’er Befall”

J Oh, blest the house, whate’er befall,
Where Jesus Christ is all in all!
A home that is not wholly his—
How sad and poor and dark it is!

Oh, blest that house where faith you find
And all within have set their mind

To trust their God and serve him still
And do in all his holy will.

Oh, blest the parents who give heed
Unto their children’s foremost need
And weary not of care or cost.

May none to them and heav’n be lost!

Blest such a house; it prospers well.
In peace and joy the parents dwell,
And in their children’s lives is shown
How richly God can bless his own.

Then here will I and mine today

A solemn promise make and say:
Though all the world forsake his Word,
I and my house will serve the Lord!

OFFERING



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M: Eternal God and Father, we give you thanks for the blessings we
share as members of your holy Church, for your gracious Word and
sacraments, for opportunities to worship and to grow in faith and
knowledge, for occasions to serve and be served, for fellowship with
believers in our congregation and in our synod.

C: Help us to rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and to use them
faithfully.

M: Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, you give grace to your people by
calling us to be your witnesses in the world. Open our eyes to see the
great and noble mission that lies before us. In the hurting eyes of the
lonely, in the pained eyes of the sick, and in the searching eyes of the
lost, help us to see your face, O Jesus, and to serve others as we
would serve you.

C: Awaken us to the opportunities you give to proclaim your mes-
sage of love.

M: Holy Spirit, giver of life, through Word and sacrament bestow on
us the wisdom and power we need to witness clearly and to act
boldly. Help us to speak the truth in love, to give the reason for the
hope we have, and to conduct ourselves with gentleness and respect.

C: Set our hearts on fire as we work and witness for Christ.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we pray for a family member, an acquaintance, a
neighbor, or a friend who does not believe in you, or whose faith is
weak or troubled.

Silent prayer.

M: Bless the Church with men and women who are willing to proclaim
your Word in places where we cannot go. Keep them and their
loved ones in your care, and let nothing hinder their work. By the
power of the gospel, restore their spirits each day, so that they do
not lose heart as they serve us and others.

C: Move us to support them with our sincere prayers and gener-
ous offerings.

M: Wherever your Word is proclaimed, O Lord, grant it success. Let
your kingdom come to us and others, so that we and many more
might join the assembly of saints and angels to sing your praise
forever.

C: Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our mission. Amen.
Hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

C:

C:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.

Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

JJ Amen. Amen. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN # 341 “Crown Him with Many Crowns”

Jd Crown him with many crowns, The Lamb upon his throne;

Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns All music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing Of him who died for thee,
And hail him as thy matchless King Through all eternity.

Crown him the Lord of love—Behold his hands and side,

Rich wounds, yet visible above, In beauty glorified.

No angel in the sky Can fully bear that sight,

But downward bends his wond’ring eye At mysteries so bright.

Crown him the Lord of life, Who triumphed o’er the grave
And rose victorious in the strife For those he came to save.
His glories now we sing Who died and rose on high,

Who died eternal life to bring And lives that death may die.

Crown him the Lord of heav’n, Enthroned in worlds above;

Crown him the King to whom is giv’n

The wondrous name of Love.

Crown him with many crowns As thrones before him fall;

Crown him, ye kings, with many crowns For he is King of all.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

FLOWERS for today’s service were given to the glory of God by the
Evers in celebration of Shayleen’s birthday.

PRAYERS: Remember to pray for: Gordon Hillberg, Shawn
Lozano, John Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Shawna Bushey,
Rose Marie Hillberg, Dennis Douglas, Julicanna Saenz, Bob Ward,
George Caravana, Don Fabian, Doris Scheuffele, Molly Webb (and
her brother Jim), Helen Marten, Doug Ward, Kathy Jones, Art
Amarillas, Linda Hill & Christina, Wayne Chapman, Terry Oberg,
and Roger Brunssen.

STAR CHURCH DIRECTORY: Please fill out and return the
blue information sheets (in the narthex) as soon as possible.

To view and use the directory online, go to:
members.instantchurchdirectory.com
Follow the prompts under “Sign In” to “Create a login now.”

To view and use the directory on your smartphone:
download the App for “Instant Church Directory”

**% You will need to use your e-mail address as listed in our
directory to create a log-in the first time you use the directory
online and via the mobile app.

THIS WEEK
Thursday Bible Study, 10:00 a.m.
Friday Atascadero Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.

Saturday Catechism Class, 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Sunday School & Bible Class 9:00 a.m.
Worship with Lord’s Supper, 10:00 a.m.
Fellowship Lunch
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