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Third Sunday in LENT
Theme of the day: At its heart, our Lenten journey must be one
of Spirit-wrought repentance. Here is the Lenten invitation:
turn from sin fully confident of the Lord’s deliverance.
WELCOME
A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellowship hall.
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.
OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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OPENING HYMN: # 339 “Today Your Mercy Calls Us”
♫ Today your mercy calls us To wash away our sin.
However great our trespass, Whatever we have been,
However long from mercy Our hearts have turned away,
Your precious blood can wash us And make us clean today.
Today your gate is open, And all who enter in
Shall find a Father’s welcome And pardon for their sin.
The past shall be forgotten, A present joy be giv’n,
A future grace be promised: A glorious crown in heav’n.
Today our Father calls us; His Holy Spirit waits.
His blessed angels gather Around the heav’nly gates.
No question will be asked us How often we have come;
Although we oft have wandered, It is our Father’s home.
Please stand for last verse:

O all-embracing Mercy, O ever-open Door,
What should we do without you When heart and eye run o’er?
When all things seem against us, To drive us to despair,
We know one gate is open, One ear will hear our prayer.
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you. (spoken)
Confession of Sins
M: God invites us to come into his presence to worship him with
humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our
sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful,
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and
actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given
his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as
a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen
M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts
with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.
C: ♫ Lord, have mercy.
M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your
love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan
and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.
C: ♫ Christ, have mercy.
M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for
those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O
Lord.
C: ♫ Lord, have mercy.
M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power
and keep us in your tender care:
C: ♫ Amen.
M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy
of praise.
♫ O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.
Almighty God, merciful Father,
you crown our life with your love.
You take away our sin; you comfort our spirit;
you make us pure and holy in your sight.
You did not spare your only Son, but gave him up for us all.
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.
O Son of God, eternal Word of the Father,
you came to live with us;
you made your Father known;
you washed us from our sins in your own blood.
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You are the King of glory; you are the Lord!
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.
M: O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all
who have gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with
repentant hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever
C: ♫ Amen
Please be seated.

FIRST LESSION: Exodus 3:1-8, 10-15
Now Moses was shepherding the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law,
a priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2The Angel of the
Lord appeared to him in blazing fire from within a bush. Moses
saw that the bush was on fire, but the bush was not burning up. 3So
he said, “I will go over and look at this amazing sight—to find out
why the bush is not burning up.”
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When the Lord saw that Moses had gone over to take a look,
God called to him from the middle of the bush and said, “Moses!
Moses!”
Moses said, “I am here.”
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The Lord said, “Do not come any closer. Take your sandals
off your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.”
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He then said, “I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”
Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.
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The Lord said, “I have certainly seen the misery of my people
in Egypt, and I have heard their cry for help because of their slave
drivers. Yes, I am aware of their suffering. 8So I have come down
to deliver them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them
up out of that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing
with milk and honey.
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Come now, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the
Israelites, out of Egypt.”
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But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”
5

12

So he said, “I will certainly be with you. This will be the sign
to you that I have sent you: When you have brought the people out
of Egypt, you will serve God on this mountain.”
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But Moses said to God, “If I go to the Israelites and say to
them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask
me, ‘What is his name?’ what should I say to them?”
14
So God replied to Moses, “I am who I am.” He also said, “You
will say this to the Israelites: I am has sent me to you.”
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God also told Moses, “Say this to the Israelites: ‘The Lord,
the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you. This is my name forever, and this is how I am to be remembered from generation to generation.’
PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 38

O LORD, do not rebuke me in your anger*
or discipline me in your wrath.
For your arrows have pierced me,*
and your hand has come down upon me.
My guilt has overwhelmed me*
like a burden too heavy to bear.
Refrain
All my longings lie open before you, O LORD;*
my sighing is not hidden from you.
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I wait for you, O LORD;*
you will answer, O Lord my God.
Come quickly to help me,*
O Lord my Savior.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain
Verse of the Day:
M: Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith;
C: Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of
Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may
have eternal life. (John 3:14,15)

SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13
For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers
were all under the cloud and all passed through the sea, 2and they
were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 3They all
ate the same spiritual food 4and all drank the same spiritual drink,
for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them—
and that rock was Christ! 5Nevertheless, God was not pleased with
most of them. He had them die in the wilderness.
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Now these things took place as examples to warn us not to desire evil things the way they did. 7Do not become idolaters like
some of them—as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and
drink, and got up to celebrate wildly.” 8And let us not commit sexual immorality, as some of them did, and in one day twenty-three
thousand fell. 9Let us not put Christ to the test, as some of them
did, and so were being destroyed by the serpents. 10And do not
grumble, as some of them grumbled, and were destroyed by the
destroyer.
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All these things that were happening to them had meaning as
examples, and they were written down to warn us, to whom the end
of the ages has come.
12
So let him who thinks he stands be careful that he does not
13
fall. No testing has overtaken you except ordinary testing. But
God is faithful. He will not allow you to be tested beyond your ability, but when he tests you, he will also bring about the outcome that
you are able to bear it.

HYMN: # 423 “Not in Anger, Mighty God”
♫ Not in anger, mighty God, Not in anger smite us.
We must perish if your rod Justly should requite us.
We are naught; Sin has brought,
Lord, your wrath upon us. Yet have mercy on us!
Show me now a Father’s love And his tender patience.
Heal my wounded soul; remove These too sore temptations.
I am weak; Father, speak
Now of peace and gladness; Comfort me in sadness.
My dear Savior comes in grace; He will always hear me.
I may come before his face; He is ever near me.
He o’erthrows All my foes;
Death and hell are vanquished, In whose bonds I languished.
Father, hymns to you we raise With sincere thanksgiving
And the Son and Spirit praise With repentant living.
Evermore We adore
You whose love has stirred us And whose pity heard us.
MESSAGE: Luke 13:1-9
At that time there were some present who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2He answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered these
things? 3I tell you, no. But unless you repent, you will all perish too.
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Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower in Siloam fell on
them—do you think that they were worse sinners than all the peo8

ple living in Jerusalem? 5I tell you, no. But unless you repent, you will
all perish too.”
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He told them this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his
vineyard. He came looking for fruit on it, but he did not find any. 7So
he said to the gardener, ‘Look, for three years now I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and I have found none. Cut it down. Why
even let it use up the soil?’ 8But the gardener replied to him, ‘Sir,
leave it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put fertilizer on
it. 9If it produces fruit next year, fine. But if not, then cut it down.’ ”

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Holy Communion, will be celebrated in today’s service. The Bible
teaches us that Jesus offers us his body and blood for the forgiveness of
our sins in the Lord’s Supper. The Bible also instructs us that receiving the
Lord’s Supper together is a public expression of our complete “oneness,”
or unity of faith.
Because the Lord’s Supper is an expression of our unity in faith, we
invite to the Lord’s Supper only those who have expressed that unity with us
through membership in our congregation or one of our sister congregations
in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), or our sister church
body, the ELS.
If you are a guest from another Christian church, we kindly ask that
you simply refrain from participation in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper
today. We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of
declaring your agreement with our beliefs before you have had a chance to
learn more.

The Holy Sacrament
M: The Lord be with you.
C: ♫ And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: ♫ We lift them up to the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: ♫ It is right to give him thanks and praise.
M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he
has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He made his Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for
the sins of the whole world.
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Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our
God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne
and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever
and ever.
♫ Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.
The whole earth is full of your glory.
You are my God, and I will exalt you.
I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation.
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.
The whole earth is full of your glory.

The Words of Institution
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: ♫ Amen.
♫

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us your peace. Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN: # 303 “With Broken Heart”
♫ With broken heart and contrite sigh,
A trembling sinner, Lord, I cry.
Your pard’ning grace is rich and free—
O God, be merciful to me!
I smite upon my troubled breast,
With deep and conscious guilt oppressed,
Christ and his cross my only plea—O God, be merciful to me!
Far off I stand with tearful eyes
Nor dare uplift them to the skies,
But you can all my anguish see—O God, be merciful to me!
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No gifts, no deeds that I have done
Can for a single sin atone.
To Calvary alone I flee—
O God, be merciful to me!
And when, redeemed from sin and hell,
With all the ransomed souls I dwell,
My joyous song shall ever be:
God has been merciful to me!

THANKSGIVING - Hymn 277, verses 1,3
Please stand.

♫

God, we praise you! God, we bless you!
God, we name you sov’reign Lord!
Mighty King whom angels worship,
Father, by your Church adored:
All creation shows your glory;
Heav’n and earth draw near your throne,
Singing, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord of hosts and God alone!”

Jesus Christ, the King of glory,
Everlasting Son of God,
Humble was your virgin mother,
Hard the lonely path you trod:
By your cross is sin defeated, Hell confronted face to face,
Heaven opened to believers, Sinners justified by grace.
M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have
praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which
have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again,
and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge
of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: ♫ Amen.
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
C: ♫ Amen. Amen. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: # 473 “Savior, I Follow On”
♫ Savior, I follow on, Guided by thee,
Seeing not yet the hand That leadeth me.
Hushed be my heart and still; Fear I no further ill.
Only to meet thy will My will shall be.
Riven the rock for me, Thirst to relieve,
Manna from heaven falls Fresh ev’ry eve.
Never a want severe Causeth my eye a tear,
But thou dost whisper near, “Only believe.”
Often to Marah’s brink Have I been brought;
Shrinking the cup to drink, Help I have sought,
And with the prayer’s ascent Jesus the branch hath rent,
Quickly relief hath sent, Sweet’ning the draught.
Savior, I long to walk Closer with thee;
Led by thy guiding hand, Ever to be
Constantly near thy side, Quickened and purified,
Living for him who died Freely for me.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
FLOWERS for today’s service were given to the glory of God by
the Evers on the occasion of Evelyn’s birthday.
PRAYERS: Remember to pray for: Shawn Lozano, John
Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Shawna Bushey, Rose
Marie Hillberg, Dennis Douglas, Julieanna Saenz, Bob Ward,
George Caravana, Don Fabian, Doris Scheuffele, Molly Webb
(and her brother Jim), Helen Marten, Doug Ward, Kathy Jones,
Art Amarillas, Linda Hill & Christina, Wayne Chapman,
Roberta Gowin, Amber (Kathryn’s granddaughter), Melinda
Brown, and Alice Taubman.

BIBLE STUDIES: While we do meet in person for our
weekly Bible Classes (Sundays at 9:00 a.m.; Thursdays at
10:00 a.m.), we also continue to “Zoom” all our studies. If
you want to be included in the weekly e-mail with the zoom
codes and print-outs, please let Pastor Foley know.
THIS WEEK
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday
Sunday

Lenten Worship Service, 7:00 p.m.
Bible Class, 10:00 a.m.
Catechism, 10:00 a.m.
Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
Worship, 10:00 a.m.

COMING UP
Clean-up/Work Day: Saturday, April 9, 9:00-12:00
Holy Week:
Palm Sunday - April 10, 10:00 a.m.
Maundy Thursday - April 14, 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday - April 15, 7:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday - April 17, 10:00 a.m.
14

PERSONAL PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION
(cf. page 156 in the front of Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal)

Q: What does God tell me about myself in his holy Word?
A: He says that I am a sinner and deserve only his punishment.
Q: What should I do if I am not aware of my sins or am not troubled by them?
A: I should examine myself according to the Ten Commandments and ask how
well I have carried out my responsibilities as a husband or wife or single person,
as a parent or child, an employer or employee, a teacher or student. Have I loved
God with all my heart, gladly heard his Word, and patiently endured affliction?
Have I been disobedient, proud, or unforgiving? Have I been selfish, lazy, envious, or quarrelsome? Have I lied or deceived, taken something not mine, or given
anyone a bad name? Have I abused my body or permitted indecent thoughts to
linger in my mind? Have I failed to do what is right and good?
Q: When I realize that I have sinned against God and deserve his punishment,
what should I do?
A: I will confess before God all my sins, those which I remember as well as those
of which I am unaware. I will pray to God for his mercy and forgiveness.
Q: How do I receive his gracious forgiveness?
A: His Word assures me that Jesus led a pure and holy life for me and died on the
cross for me to pay the full price for all my sins. Through faith in Jesus, I have
been clothed in my Savior's perfect righteousness and holiness.
Q: What further assurance do I have that Jesus is mine and I am his?
A: In Holy Communion he gives me his body and blood together with the bread
and wine as a truly life-giving food and drink to unite me with him and my fellow
believers. By means of this sacrament, Jesus not only forgives my sins but
sweeps away all my doubts about his love for me, gives me his own strength to
live a God-pleasing life, and grants me a joyful foretaste of heaven.
Q: How can I be sure that I receive all these blessings in the Lord's Supper?
A: I have his own word spoken as his last will and testament on the night before he
died. There he tells me: "Take and eat; this is my body. Drink from it, all of you;
this is my blood which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in
remembrance of me."
Q: How will I respond to this priceless gift from Jesus?
A: I will daily thank and praise him for his love to me. With his help I will fight temptation, do my best to correct whatever wrongs I have done, and serve him and
those around me with love and good works.
Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the precious
food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as
you remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts
of kindness to others. Amen.

15

www.starlutheran.org
16

