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Second Sunday of EASTER

Theme of the day: The fact of Jesus’ resurrection is our assurance
that we have eternal life. Our faith, based on our risen Savior,
gives us what we need for this life and for the life to come.
Through his Word we receive our faith and the strength it needs.

In our risen Savior, we have the victory and want to live like people
who know that.

WELCOME

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.

All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall.

Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.

OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of "HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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OPENING HYMN: # 141 “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”
J At the Lamb’s high feast we sing

Praise to our victorious King,
Who has washed us in the tide
Flowing from his pierced side. Alleluia!

Mighty Victim from the sky,

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath you lie.

You have conquered in the fight;

You have brought us life and light. Alleluia!

Now no more can death appall,

Now no more the grave enthrall;

You have opened paradise,

And your saints in you shall rise. Alleluia!

Easter triumph, Easter joy!

This alone can sin destroy;

From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
Newborn souls in you to be. Alleluia!

Please stand for last verse:

Father, who the crown shall give,

Savior, by whose death we live,

Spirit, guide through all our days,

Three in One, your name we praise. Alleluia!

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation: And also with you. (spoken)

M:

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.



C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from
birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do
not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the per-
fect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has re-
moved your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

(The congregation will sing the refrain in bold.
The verses will be sung by the pastor) (CW #265)

4 This is the feast of victory for our God,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
Whose blood set us free to be people of God.

7 This is the feast of victory for our God,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Blessing, honor, glory, and might
Be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

7 This is the feast of victory for our God,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

For the Lamb who was slain
Has begun his reign. Alleluia!

7 This is the feast of victory for our God,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

M: O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears
with your word of peace. Come to us also by your Word and sacra-
ments, and banish our fears with the comforting assurance of your
abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: & Amen.
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FIRST LESSON: Acts 5:12,17-32

"Many signs and wonders were done among the people through
the hands of the apostles. With one mind, they all continued meet-
ing in Solomon’s Colonnade.

"The high priest rose up, along with his associates (that is, the
party of the Sadducees), because they were filled with envy. *They
arrested the apostles and put them in the public prison. ’But dur-
ing the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the prison,
brought them out, and said, **“Go, stand in the temple and keep on
telling the people the whole message about this life.” ' After they
heard this, they entered the temple courts at daybreak and began
to teach.

When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called to-
gether the Sanhedrin (that is, the whole council of elders of the peo-
ple of Israelz. Then they sent orders to the jail to have the apostles
brought in. “’But when the officers arrived, they did not find them
in the prison. They returned and reported, *“We found the prison
securely locked and the guards standin% at the doors, but when we
opened them, we found no one inside!” “*When the captain of the
temple guard and the chief priests heard these words, they were
puzzled about them, wondering what could have happened.

®Then someone came and reported to them, “Look! The men
you put in prison are standing in the temple courts and teaching
the People.”

Then the captain went with the officers and brought the apos-
tles in without force7, because they were afraid that the people
might stone them. >’ After they brought them in, they had them
stand before the Sanhedrin. The high priest asked them, ***Did we
not give you strict orders not to teach in this name? Look, you have
filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you are determined to
bring this man’s blood down on us!”

But Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather
than men. **The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you arrest-
ed and killed by hanging him on a cross. *'God exalted him to his
right hand as Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and
the forgiveness of sins. *We are witnesses of these things, and so is
the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 16



Refrain
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Keep me safe, O God,*

for in you I take refuge.

I said to the LORD, “You are my Lord;*
apart from you I have no good thing.”

I have set the LORD always before me.*
Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.

Refrain

My heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;*
my body also will rest secure,

because you will not abandon me to the grave,*
nor will you let your Holy One see decay.

You have made known to me the path of life;*
you will fill me with joy in your presence.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain



VERSE OF THE DAY

M: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christis risen! He is risen indeed! Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have believed. Alleluia.

C: J Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

GOSPEL LESSON: John 20:19-31

On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were
together behind locked doors because of their fear of the Jews.
Jesus came, stood among them, and said to them, “Peace be with
you!” **After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. So
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.

1 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you! Just as the
Father has sent me, I am also sending you.” **After saying this, he
breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. “Whenever
you forgive people’s sins, they are forgiven. Whenever you do not
for%ive them, they are not forgiven.”

‘But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was
not with them when Jesus came. >*So the other disciples kept telling
him, “We have seen the Lord!”

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands,
and put my finger into the mark of the nails, and put my hand into
his side, I will never believe.”

%6 After eight days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas
was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and
stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. >’Then he said
to Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at my hands. Take
your hand and put it into my side. Do not continue to doubt, but
believe.”

%Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”

P Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me, you have
believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed.”

¥Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, did many other miracu-
lous signs that are not written in this book. *'But these are written
that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that by believing you may have life in his name.



HYMN # 756 “We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight” (page 11)

& We walk by faith and not by sight
No gracious words we hear
Of Him who as none e'er spoke
But we believe Him near.

We may not touch His hands and side
Nor follow where He trod,

But in His promise we rejoice

And cry "My Lord and God!"

Help then, O Lord, our unbelief
And may our faith abound

To call on you when you are near
And seek where you are found.

For you, O resurrected Lord,
Are found in means divine:
Beneath the water and the Word,
Beneath the bread and wine.

Lord, when our life of faith is done,
In realms of clearer light,

We may behold you as you are
With full and endless sight.

MESSSAGE: 2 Peter 1:16-21

T be sure, we were not following cunningly devised fables
when we made known to you the powerful appearance of our Lord
Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. '"For he re-
ceived honor and glory from God the Father, when the voice came
to him from within the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son,
whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” '*We heard this voice,
which came out of heaven when we were with him on the holy
mountain. "We also have the completely reliable prophetic word.
You do well to pay attention to it, as to a lamp shining in a dark
place, until the day dawns and the Morning Star rises in your
hearts, 2’since we know this above all else: No prophecy of Scrip-
ture comes about from someone’s own interpretation. “'In fact, no
prophecy ever came by the will of man, but men spoke from God
as they were being carried along by the Holy Spirit.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN: # 558 “Christ High-Ascended”

J Christ high-ascended, now in glory seated,
Throned and exalted, victory completed,
Death’s dread dominion finally defeated—We are his witnesses.

Christ, from the Father ev’ry pow’r possessing,
Who on his chosen lifted hands in blessing,

Sends forth his servants, still in faith confessing—
We are his witnesses.

Christ, who in dying won for us salvation,
Lives now the firstborn of the new creation;
To win disciples out of ev’ry nation, We are his witnesses.

Christ in his splendor, all dominion gaining,
Christ with his people evermore remaining,
Christ to all ages, gloriously reigning—We are his witnesses.

As at his parting, joy shall banish grieving,
Faith in his presence strengthen our believing;
Filled with his Spirit, love and pow’r receiving,
We are his witnesses.



OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER

C:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.

C:

HYMN: # 322

Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

JJ Amen. Amen. Amen.

JJ On what has now been sown

Your blessing, Lord, bestow;

The pow’r is yours alone

To make it spring and grow.

O Lord, in grace the harvest raise
And you alone shall have the praise!

To you our wants are known;

From you are all our pow’rs.

Accept what is your own

And pardon what is ours.

Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive
And to your Word a blessing give.

Oh, grant that each of us

Now met before you here

May meet together thus

When you and yours appear

And follow you to heav’n, our home.
E’en so, Amen! Lord Jesus, come!

The WELS Connection
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Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt. SHANTI

Tune: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Text: public domain
Tune: © 1984, 2006 GIA Publications, Inc.

™

2 Co 5:7; Jn 20:24-29; Mt 26:26-28; Eph 5:25-27; 1)n 3:2
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of the risen Christ by
the Moores in memory of Judy’s birthday.

PRAYERS: Remember to pray for: Shawn Lozano, John
Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Shawna Bushey, Rose
Marie Hillberg, Dennis Douglas, Bob Ward, George Caravana,
Don Fabian, Doris Scheuffele, Molly Webb (and her brother
Jim), Helen Marten, Doug Ward, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas,
Linda Hill & Christina, Roberta Gowin, Melinda Brown, Alice
Taubman, Monica, Ryan Bevington, and Carolyn Brunssen.

PRAYER CHAIN: If you have something for which you
would like us to be praying or you would like to be included in
this chain, please let Ryan (thecamoores(@gmail.com) or Pastor
Foley (revmikefoley@gmail.com) know. Requests from prayer
chain will also be included in the bulletin.

BIBLE STUDIES: While we do meet in person for our
weekly Bible Classes (Sundays at 9:00 a.m.; Thursdays at
10:00 a.m.), we also continue to “Zoom” all our studies. If
you want to be included in the weekly e-mail with the zoom
codes and print-outs, please let Pastor Foley know.

THIS WEEK

Thursday Bible Study, 10:00 a.m.
Saturday  Catechism Class, 10:00 a.m.
Sunday  Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
Worship with Lord’s Supper, 10:00 a.m.

www.starlutheran.org



