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Worship Service

Sunday, May 15, 2022 10:00 a.m.

Fifth Sunday of EASTER

Theme of the day: The risen Lord prepares
his followers for his visible departure by giving
a “new” command: Love one another.

WELCOME

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.

All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall.

Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.

OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of "HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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OPENING HYMN: # 163 “Welcome, Happy Morning”

7 “Welcome, happy morning!” Age to age shall say;
“Hell today is vanquished; Heav’n is won today!”
Lo, the Dead is living, God forevermore!

Him, their true Creator, All his works adore.
“Welcome, happy morning!” Age to age shall say;
“Hell today is vanquished; Heav’n is won today!”

Maker and Redeemer, Life and Health of all,
God from heav’n beholding Human nature’s fall,
Of the Father’s Godhead You, the only Son,
Mankind to deliver Manhood did put on.
“Welcome, happy morning!” Age to age shall say;
“Hell today is vanquished; Heav’n is won today!”

He, of life the author, Death did undergo,

Trod the path of darkness, Saving strength to show.

Come, then, True and Faithful, Now fulfill your word;

This is your third morning—Rise, O buried Lord!
“Welcome, happy morning!” Age to age shall say;
“Hell today is vanquished; Heav’n is won today!”

Please stand for last verse:

Free the souls long prisoned, Bound with Satan’s chain;

All that now is fallen Raise to life again.

Show your face in brightness; Shine in ev’ry land

As in Eden’s garden When the world began.
“Welcome, happy morning!” Age to age shall say;
“Hell today is vanquished; Heav’n is won today!”

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation: And also with you. (spoken)

Confession of Sins

M: God invites us to come into his presence to worship him with
humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our
sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.



C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful,
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and
actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given
his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as
a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts
with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.
C: 5 Lord, have mercy.

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your
love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan
and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

C: J Christ, have mercy.

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for
those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O
Lord.

C: & Lord, have mercy.

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your
power and keep us in your tender care:
C. 7 Amen.

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy
of praise.

& O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.
Al-might-y God, mer-ci-ful Father, you crown our life with your
love. You take a-way our sin; you com-fort our spir-it; you make
us pure and ho-ly in your sight. You did not spare your on-ly Son,
but gave him up for us all.
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O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.

O Son of God, e-ter-nal Word of the Fa-ther, you came to live with
us; you made your Fa-ther known; you washed us from our sins in
your own blood. You are the King of glo-ry; you are the Lord!

O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.

M: O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single
will. Make us love what you command and desire what you prom-
ise, that among the many changes of this world, our hearts may ever
yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C: J Amen

Please be seated.

FIRST LESSON: Revelation 21:1-6

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, because the first heaven
and the first earth had passed away. And the sea no longer existed.
2And I saw the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

3And from the throne I heard a loud voice that said, “Look!
God’s dwelling is with people. He will dwell with them, and they
will be his geople. God himself will be with them, and he will be
their God. "He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. There
will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain, because the
former things have passed away.”

>The one who was seated on the throne said to me, “Look, I am
making everything new!” He also said, “Write, for these words are
trustworthy and true.” ®And he said to me:

It is done.

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End.

To anyone who is thirsty,

I will give freely from the spring of the water of life.



PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 145

Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise;*
his greatness no one can fathom.

One generation will commend your works to another;*
they will tell of your mighty acts.

The LORD upholds all those who fall*
and lifts up all who are bowed down.

Refrain

The eyes of all look to you,

and you give them their food at the proper time.*
You open your hand

and satisfy the desires of every living thing.

The LORD is near to all who call on him,*
to all who call on him in truth.

He fulfills the desires of those who fear him;*
he hears their cry and saves them.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Refrain
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VERSE OF THE DAY:

M: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christis risen! He 1s risen indeed! Alleluia. |
am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord. Alleluia.
(John 14:6)

C: J Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

GOSPEL LESSON: John 13:31-35

3 After Judas left, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified,
and God is glorified in him. *’If God is glorified in him, God will
also glorify the Son in himself and will glorify him at once.”

3«“Dear children, I am going to be with you only a little longer.
You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now:
Where I am going, you cannot come.

34«A new commandment I give you: Love one another. Just as I
have loved you, so also you are to love one another. **By this every-
one will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.”

HYMN: #467 “May the Mind of Christ my Savior”

& May the mind of Christ my Savior
Live in me from day to day,
By his love and pow’r inspiring
All I do or say.

May the Word of God dwell richly
In my heart from hour to hour,

So that all may see I triumph
Only through his pow’r.



May the peace of God my Father
Rule my life in ev’rything,

That I may be calm to comfort
Sick and sorrowing.

May the love of Jesus fill me
As the waters fill the sea,
Him exalting, self abasing—
This is victory!

May I run the race before me,
Strong and brave to face the foe,
Looking only unto Jesus As I onward go.

May his spirit live within me

As I seek the lost to win,

And may they forget the channel,
Seeing only him.

SERMON: Acts 13:44-52

*On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear
the word of God. “But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were
filled with envy and began to contradict what Paul was saying by
slandering him.

*Then Paul and Barnabas responded fearlessly, “It was neces-
sary that God’s word be spoken to you first. But since you reject it
and consider yourselves unworthy of eternal life, look: We are now
turning to the Gentiles! *'For this is what the Lord has instructed
us:

I have made you a light for the Gentiles,

that you may bring salvation to the end of the earth.”

“*When the Gentiles heard this, they were rejoicing and prais-
ing the word of the Lord. All who had been appointed for eternal
life believed.

* And the word of the Lord was being carried through the
whole region. *’But the Jews incited the God-fearing women of
high standing and the leading men of the city. They stirred up per-
secution against Paul and Barnabas and expelled them from their
district. >'So they shook the dust off their feet against them and
went to Iconium. *The disciples continued to be filled with joy and
the Holy Spirit.

8



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incar-
nate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death
and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord, the giver of life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son, Who in unity with the Father and
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled

your promises by the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from
the dead.

C: Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.

M: In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid
down his life to rescue the lost.

C: Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your
glorious triumph.



M: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make interces-
sion for the saints, and grant us confidence in the greatness of his
power. Keep before us the vision of your redeemed people standing
before your throne and singing the song of victory:

C: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and
power and honor and glory and praise.

M: Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of
hope and new life to those around us. Guide us in the use of all that
you have entrusted to us: our time, our talents, and our treasures.

C: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you.

M: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the
faith of the suffering and the dying. Assure them of your abiding
presence, and comfort them with the hope of eternal life.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation.
With happy hearts, we come before you and say:

: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

0

Holy Communion, will be celebrated in today’s service. The Bible
teaches us that Jesus offers us his body and blood for the forgiveness of
our sins in the Lord’s Supper. The Bible also instructs us that receiving the
Lord’s Supper together is a public expression of our complete “oneness,”
or unity of faith.

Because the Lord’s Supper is an expression of our unity in faith, we
invite to the Lord’s Supper only those who have expressed that unity with us
through membership in our congregation or one of our sister congregations
in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), or our sister church
body, the ELS.

If you are a guest from another Christian church, we kindly ask that
you simply refrain from participation in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper
today. We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of
declaring your agreement with our beliefs before you have had a chance to
learn more.
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The Holy Sacrament

: The Lord be with you.
And also with you. (spoken)

: Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

QL QK QXK

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

<

: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he
has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He raised Christ from
the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms
and placed all things under his feet for the benefit of the Church.

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our
God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne
and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever
and ever.

& Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.
The whole earth is full of your glory.
You are my God, and I will exalt you.
I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation.
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.
The whole earth is full of your glory.

The Words of Institution

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: [/ Amen.

44 O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us your peace. Amen.
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HYMN VERSES DURING COMMUNION: # 576

J Spread, oh, spread the mighty Word;
Spread the kingdom of the Lord
Ev’rywhere his breath has giv’n
Life to beings meant for heav’n.

Tell them how the Father’s will
Made the world and keeps it still,
How his only Son he gave

All from sin and death to save.

Tell of our Redeemer’s love,
Who forever does remove
By his holy sacrifice

All the guilt that on us lies.

Tell them of the Spirit giv’n
Now to guide us on to heav’n,
Strong and holy, just and true,
Working both to will and do.

Up! The rip’ning fields you see.
Mighty shall the harvest be,
But the reapers still are few;
Great the work they have to do.

Lord of harvest, grant anew,
Joy and strength to work for you,
Till the gath’ring nations all
See your light and heed your call.

THANKSGIVING

Please stand.

& Thank the Lord and sing his praise.
Tell ev’ryone what he has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name.
He renews his promises and leads his people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia! Alleluia!
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M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have
praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which
have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again,
and that all who have received in his true body and blood the
pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy
life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: 7 Amen

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: /7 Amen. Amen. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: #451 “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”

J4 Precious Lord, take my hand, Lead me on, let me stand;
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn.
Through the storm, through the night, Lead me on to the light.
Take my hand, precious Lord; Lead me home.

When my way grows drear, Precious Lord, linger near,
When my life is almost gone,

Hear my cry, hear my call; Hold my hand lest I fall.
Take my hand, precious Lord; Lead me home.

When the darkness appears And the night draws near
And the day is almost gone,

At the river I stand; Guide my feet, hold my hand,
Take my hand, precious Lord; Lead me home.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of the risen Christ by
Ryan Moore in celebration of his and his dad’s birthdays.

PRAYERS: Remember to pray for: Shawn Lozano, John
Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Shawna Bushey, Rose
Marie Hillberg, Dennis Douglas, Bob Ward, George Caravana,
Don Fabian, Doris Scheuffele, Molly Webb (and her brother
Jim), Helen Marten, Doug Ward, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas,
Linda Hill & Christina, Roberta Gowin, Melinda Brown, Alice
Taubman, Monica, Ryan Bevington, Carolyn Brunssen, and
Don Pedersen.

“Hi, We’re Your Neighbors at Star” - Big, fun, promotional,
fellowship, outreach day at Waller Park, Saturday, August
20. Start thinking about it now.

THIS WEEK

Thursday Bible Study, 10:00 a.m.
Friday Atascadero Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.
Saturday  Catechism Class, 10:00 a.m.
Sunday  Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
Worship, 10:00 a.m.
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PERSONAL PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION

(cf. page 156 in the front of Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal)

Q: What does God tell me about myself in his holy Word?
A: He says that | am a sinner and deserve only his punishment.

Q: What should | do if | am not aware of my sins or am not troubled by them?
A: | should examine myself according to the Ten Commandments and ask how
well | have carried out my responsibilities as a husband or wife or single person,
as a parent or child, an employer or employee, a teacher or student. Have | loved
God with all my heart, gladly heard his Word, and patiently endured affliction?
Have | been disobedient, proud, or unforgiving? Have | been selfish, lazy, envi-
ous, or quarrelsome? Have | lied or deceived, taken something not mine, or given
anyone a bad name? Have | abused my body or permitted indecent thoughts to
linger in my mind? Have | failed to do what is right and good?

Q: When | realize that | have sinned against God and deserve his punishment,
what should | do?
A: I will confess before God all my sins, those which | remember as well as those
of which | am unaware. | will pray to God for his mercy and forgiveness.

Q: How do I receive his gracious forgiveness?
A: His Word assures me that Jesus led a pure and holy life for me and died on the
cross for me to pay the full price for all my sins. Through faith in Jesus, | have
been clothed in my Savior's perfect righteousness and holiness.

Q: What further assurance do | have that Jesus is mine and | am his?
A: In Holy Communion he gives me his body and blood together with the bread
and wine as a truly life-giving food and drink to unite me with him and my fellow
believers. By means of this sacrament, Jesus not only forgives my sins but
sweeps away all my doubts about his love for me, gives me his own strength to
live a God-pleasing life, and grants me a joyful foretaste of heaven.

Q: How can | be sure that | receive all these blessings in the Lord's Supper?
A: | have his own word spoken as his last will and testament on the night before he
died. There he tells me: "Take and eat; this is my body. Drink from it, all of you;
this is my blood which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in
remembrance of me."

Q: How will | respond to this priceless gift from Jesus?
A: I will daily thank and praise him for his love to me. With his help I will fight temp-
tation, do my best to correct whatever wrongs | have done, and serve him and
those around me with love and good works.

Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude | now come to your table to receive the precious
food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as
you remain in me, so that | bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts
of kindness to others. Amen.
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