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The Seventh Sunday of EASTER
Theme of the day: The season of Easter draws to a close as Jesus
prays his “high-priestly prayer.” Now as then, our ascended Savior
prays for Spirit-inspired unity between the Father and his church.
With much anticipation, we look for the coming of the Holy Spirit,
as we confidently live a new life of faith in our ascended Lord.
WELCOME
A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellowship hall.
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.
OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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The Service of the Word
OPENING HYMN: # 167 “Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense”
♫ Jesus Christ, my sure defense
And my Savior, now is living!
Knowing this, my confidence
Rests upon the hope he’s giving,
Though the night of death be fraught
Still with many an anxious thought.
Jesus, my Redeemer, lives;
I, too, unto life shall waken.
Endless joy my Savior gives;
Shall my courage, then, be shaken?
Shall I fear, or could the head
Rise and leave his members dead?
No, too closely am I bound
Unto him by hope forever;
Faith’s strong hand the rock has found,
Grasped it, and will leave it never.
Even death now cannot part
From its Lord the trusting heart.
I am flesh and must return
Unto dust, whence I am taken;
But by faith I now discern
That from death I shall awaken
With my Savior to abide
In his glory, at his side
Please stand for last verse:

Glorified, I shall anew With this flesh then be enshrouded;
In this body I shall view
God, my Lord, with eyes unclouded;
In this flesh I then shall see
Jesus Christ eternally.
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you. (spoken)
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M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and
deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess
our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from
birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do
not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to his will.
C: Amen.
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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M: Almighty God, your Son our Savior was taken up in glory and intercedes for us at your right hand. Through your living and abiding
Word, give us hearts to know him and faith to follow where he has
gone; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C: ♫ Amen.
Please be seated.
FIRST LESSON: Acts 16:6-10
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They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, because
they were prevented by the Holy Spirit from speaking the word in
the province of Asia. 7When they went as far as Mysia, they tried to
go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. 8So
they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. 9A vision appeared
to Paul during the night. A Macedonian man was standing there,
urging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us!” 10As soon as
he had seen the vision, we immediately made plans to proceed to
Macedonia, because we concluded that God had called us to preach
the good news to them.
PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 8

O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the
earth!*
You have set your glory above the heavens.
When I consider your heavens,*
the work of your fingers,
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what is man that you are mindful of him,*
the Son of Man that you care for him?
Refrain
You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings*
and crowned him with glory and honor.
You made him ruler over the works of your hands;*
you put everything under his feet.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain

VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia.
I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Alleluia.
(John 14:18)
C: ♫ Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

GOSPEL LESSON: John 17:20-26
20

“I am praying not only for them, but also for those who believe in me through their message. 21May they all be one, as you,
Father, are in me and I am in you. May they also be one in us, so
that the world may believe that you sent me. 22I have given them
the glory you gave me, so that they may be one, as we are one: 23I in
them, and you in me. May they become completely one, so that the
world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you
loved me.
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“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where
I am so that they may see my glory—the glory you gave me because
you loved me before the world’s foundation. 25Righteous Father,
the world did not know you, but I knew you, and these men knew
that you sent me. 26I made your name known to them and will continue to make it known, so that the love you have for me may be in
them and that I may be in them.”

HYMN: # 220 “O’er the Distant Mountains Breaking”
♫ O’er the distant mountains breaking
Comes the redd’ning dawn of day.
Rise, my soul, from sleep awaking;
Rise and sing and watch and pray.
’Tis your Savior, ’Tis your Savior,
On his bright returning way.
Come, O Long-Expected; weary
Waits my spirit anxiously.
Life is dark and earth is dreary
Where your light I cannot see.
O my Savior, O my Savior,
When will you return to me?
Nearer is my soul’s salvation;
Spent the night, the day at hand.
Keep me in my humble station,
Watching for you till I stand,
O my Savior, O my Savior,
In your bright, your promised, land,
With my lamp well-trimmed and burning,
Swift to hear and slow to stray,
Watching for your glad returning,
Waiting for the blessed day.
Come, my Savior, Come, my Savior,
O my Savior, quickly come!
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SERMON: Revelation 22:12-17, 20
12

Look, I am coming soon and my reward is with me, to
repay each one according to what he has done. 13I am the Alpha
and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the
End. 14Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may
have the right to the Tree of Life and so that they may enter
through the gates into the city. 15Outside are the dogs, that is,
the sorcerers, the adulterers, the murderers, the idolaters, and
everyone who loves and practices falsehood.
16
I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the
churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the bright
Morning Star.
17
The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears
this say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come. Let the one
who wants the water of life take it as a gift.
20
The one who testifies about these things says, “Yes, I am
coming soon.”
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
Please stand.
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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HYMN: # 169 “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”

♫ Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, his the throne;
Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion
Thunder like a mighty flood:
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation Has redeemed us by his blood.”
Alleluia! Bread of heaven, Here on earth our food, our stay;
Alleluia! Here the sinful Flee to you from day to day.
Intercessor, Friend of sinners,
Earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea
Where the songs of all the sinless Sweep across the crystal sea.
Alleluia! Not as orphans Are we left in sorrow now;
Alleluia! He is near us; Faith believes, nor questions how.
Though the cloud from sight received him
When the forty days were o’er,
Shall our hearts forget his promise: “I am with you evermore”?
OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
C: ♫ Amen. Amen. Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN: # 619 “God Bless Our Native Land”
♫ God bless our native land!
Firm may she ever stand
Through storm and night!
When the wild tempests rave,
Ruler of wind and wave,
Do thou our country save
By thy great might.
For her our prayers shall rise
To God above the skies;
On him we wait.
Thou who art ever nigh,
Guarding with watchful eye,
To thee aloud we cry,
God save the state!
The WELS Connection
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of the risen Christ
by the Evers on the occasion of Jared’s birthday.
PRAYERS: Remember to pray for: Shawn Lozano, John
Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Shawna Bushey, Rose
Marie Hillberg, Dennis Douglas, Bob Ward, George Caravana,
Don Fabian, Doris Scheuffele, Molly Webb (and her brother
Jim), Helen Marten, Doug Ward, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas,
Linda Hill & Christina, Roberta Gowin, Melinda Brown, Alice
Taubman, Monica, Ryan Bevington, Carolyn Brunssen, and
Don Pedersen.
“Hi, We’re Your Neighbors at Star” - Big, fun, promotional,
fellowship, outreach day at Waller Park, Saturday, August
20. Start thinking about it now.
Star of Bethlehem Officers (2022-23):
President - Carl Evers Jr.
Secretary - Eric Oberg
Treasurer - Jared Evers
Financial Secretary - Derek Ehinger
Trustees - Karl Koeller; Carl Evers III
Elders - Morris Taubman; Terry Oberg; Steve Daugherty
(Installation of officers at June 26 service.)

THIS WEEK
Thursday
Sunday

Bible Study, 10:00 a.m.
Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
Worship, 10:00 a.m.
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