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PENTECOST and CONFIRMATION SUNDAY

Theme of the day: Confirmation is a reminder of the blessings
we have received from the Lord in our baptisms, in our Chris-
tian training, and in the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. We
are reminded to always stay close to this caring and loving God
by always staying close to his holy Word and Sacraments.

WELCOME

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.

All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall.

Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.

OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of "HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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OPENING HYMN: # 188 “Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid”

J Creator Spirit, by whose aid
The world’s foundations first were laid,
Come, visit ev’ry humble mind;
Come, pour your joys on humankind.
From sin and sorrow set us free;
May we your living temples be.

O Source of light, our Counselor,

The Father’s help to us assure.

Come down, as promised, with your fire,
And hearts with heav’nly love inspire.
Your sacred, healing message bring

To sanctify us when we sing.

Giver of grace, descend from high

In answer to our earnest cry.

Help us eternal truths receive And practice all that we believe.
Give us your wisdom that we see The glory of the Trinity.

Please stand for last verse:

Immortal honor, endless fame,

Attend th’ almighty Father’s name;

The Savior-Son be glorified, Who for all humankind has died;
And equal adoration rise To you, O Spirit, in the skies.

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation: And also with you. (spoken)

M: God invites us to come into his presence to worship him with
humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our
sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful,
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and
actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
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God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given
his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as
a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

: Amen

: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts

with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.
7 Lord, have mercy.

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your

Q

love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan
and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

7 Christ, have mercy.

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for

Q

those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O
Lord.

& Lord, have mercy.

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power

M:
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and keep us in your tender care:

: JJ Amen.

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy
of praise.

O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.

Al-might-y God, mer-ci-ful Father,

you crown our life with your love.

You take a-way our sin; you com-fort our spir-it;
you make us pure and ho-ly in your sight.

You did not spare your on-ly Son,

but gave him up for us all.

O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.

O Son of God, e-ter-nal Word of the Fa-ther,
you came to live with us;



you made your Fa-ther known;
you washed us from our sins in your own blood.
You are the King of glo-ry; you are the Lord!

O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Holy Spirit, God and Lord, come to us this joyful day with your
sevenfold gift of grace. Rekindle in our hearts the holy fire of
your love that in a true and living faith we may tell abroad the
glory of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you
and the Father, one God, now and forever.

C: 7 Amen.

Please be seated.

FIRST LESSON: Genesis 11:1-9

The whole earth had one language and a single vocabulary. 2As
people traveled in the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar,
and they settled there. 3They said to one another, “Come, let’s make
bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They used mud brick instead of
stone for building material, and they used tar for mortar. ‘“They
said, “Come, let’s build a city for ourselves and a tower whose top
reaches to the sky, and let’s make a name for ourselves, so that we
will not be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth.”

>The LoRD came down to see the city and the tower that the
people were building. *The Lorb said, “If this is the first thing they
are doing as one people, who all have one language, then nothing
that they intend to do will be too difficult for them. "Come, let’s go
down there and confuse their language, so that they cannot under-
stand one another’s speech.”

8So the LoRD scattered them from there over the face of the
whole earth, and they stopped building the city. *It was named
Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of the whole
earth. From there the LoORD scattered them over the face of the
whole earth.

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 119b
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Teach me, O LORD, to follow your decrees;*
then I will keep them to the end.

Give me understanding, and I will keep your law*
and obey it with all my heart.

Direct me in the path of your commands,*
for there I find delight.

Refrain

Turn my eyes away from worthless things;*
preserve my life according to your Word.

Fulfill your promise to your servant,*
so that you may be feared.

How I long for your precepts!*
Preserve my life in your righteousness.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain



VERSE OF THE DAY:

M: Alleluia. Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people,
and kindle in them the fire of your love. Alleluia.

C: 7 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

SECOND LESSON: Acts 2:1-21

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one
place. “Suddenly a sound like the rushing of a violent wind came
from heaven, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.
’They saw divided tongues that were like fire resting on each one of
them. “They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak
in other languages, since the Spirit was giving them the ability to
speak fluently.

Now there were godly Jewish men from every nation under
heaven living in Jerusalem. “When this sound was heard, a crowd
came together and was confused, because each one heard them
speaking in his own language. "They were completely baffled and
said to each other, “Look, are not all these men who are speaking
Galileans? *Then how is it that each of us hears them speaking in
his own native language? ’Parthians, Medes, and Elamites; resi-
dents of Mesopotamia, and of Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,
""Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt, and the parts of Libya around
Cyrene; visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes; ''Cretans
and Arabs—we hear them declaring in our own languages the
wonderful works of God.” *They were all amazed and perPlexed.
They kept saying to one another, “What does this mean?” “But
others mocked them and said, “They are full of new wine.”

“Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and
spoke loudly and clearly to them: “Men of Judea, and all you resi-
dents of Jerusalem, understand this, and listen closely to my words.
These men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the third
hour of the day. '°On the contrary, this is what was spoken by the
proPhet Joel:

"This is what God says will happen in the last days:

I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh.

Your sons and your daughters will prophesy.

Your young men will see visions.

Your old men will dream dreams.



3Even on my servants, both men and women,

I will pour out my Spirit in those days,

and they will prophesy.

I will show wonders in the sky above,

and signs on the earth below,

blood and fire and a rising cloud of smoke.

®The sun will be turned to darkness

and the moon to blood

before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.

! And this will happen: Everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord will be saved.

HYMN: # 382 “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”

J My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
I dare to make no other claim
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils his lovely face,
I rest on his unchanging grace;
In ev’ry high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil.
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.

His oath, his covenant and blood
Support me in the raging flood;
When ev’ry earthly prop gives way,
He then is all my hope and stay.
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.

When he shall come with trumpet sound,
Oh, may I then in him be found,
Clothed in his righteousness alone,
Faultless to stand before his throne.

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;

All other ground is sinking sand.



MESSAGE: Matthew 7:24-27

#«Everyone who hears these words of mine and does them will be like
a wise man who built his house on bedrock. **The rain came down,
the rivers rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house. But it
did not fall, because it was founded on bedrock. **Everyone who hears
these words of mine but does not do them will be like a foolish man
who built his house on sand. *’The rain came down, the rivers rose,
and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell—it was
completely destroyed.”

OFFERING

THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION

HarmonyJo Charlee Ehinger

Are you ready and willing to confess your faith before the Triune God and
those who are worshiping with you today?
I am.

Do you believe in God the Father?

Yes, (with the congregation) I believe in God the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

Yes, (with the congregation) I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and
the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

Yes, (with the congregation) I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy
Christian Church, the Communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises?
I do reject him.



Do you believe that all the books of the Bible are the inspired and iner-
rant Word of God?
I do.

Do you believe that the teachings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church,
as you have learned to know them from Luther’s Small Catechism, are
faithful and true to the Word of God?

I do.

Is it your sincere prayer and desire to remain faithful to your Lord Jesus
and his Word all the days of your life?
Yes, and I ask God to help me.

Is it your sincere prayer and desire to live a life that pleases God, to
value his Word and sacraments, and to witness to your Savior wherever
you go?

Yes, and I ask God to help me.

The minister speaks to the congregation:

Friends in Christ, the Word of God urges us to pray for one another and
especially for the youth of the church. On this special day, it is fitting
that we bring our prayers before God, firmly believing that he alone is
able to strengthen us by the power of the Holy Spirit and keep us faith-
ful to the Savior until we die. Let us pray.

Gracious Father, in Holy Baptism you created faith in the heart of this
young person and gave her a new birth as member of your family.
Help her remember her baptism every day and find comfort in your
promise that you will never leave her or forsake her. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Give her strength to put down and drown the sinful nature that lives
within her so that each day her faith may triumph in her living and lov-
ing and in her words and actions. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lead her to see and believe that in the word of the gospel she finds for-
giveness for her sins and relief for her guilt. Use the remembrance of
your commandments to drive her to the comfort of the gospel and then
to guide her as she lives for you and others. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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Protect her from Satan when he tempts her to be careless with your
Word and sacrament, to make plans for this life and not the life to
come, or to find popular theories more appealing than your truth. Lord,
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Empower her by the gospel of your Son to live in her world with kind-
ness, humility, and patience that others may see her good works and
glorify her Father in heaven. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Help us provide fitting examples of faithfulness to your Word and sac-
raments. Lead us to encourage and admonish her in wisdom and love
even after she has left her home to make a new home for herself. Lord,
n your mercy,

hear our prayer.

When the end comes and we all stand before the judgment seat of
Christ, have compassion on us despite our sins and accept us as eternal
dwellers in your royal rooms, through the merits of Jesus our Savior,
who became sin for us so that in him we might become the righteous-
ness of God. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

CONFIRMATION BLESSING

The Holy Sacrament

M: The Lord be with you.
C: 7 And also with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.
C: J& Welift them up to the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: J Itis right to give him thanks and praise.
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M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he
has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit
to testify that we are his children and to strengthen us when we are
weak.

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our
God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne
and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever
and ever.

7 Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.
The whole earth is full of your glory.
You are my God, and I will exalt you.
I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation.
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.
The whole earth is full of your glory.

Holy Communion, will be celebrated in today’s service. The Bible
teaches us that Jesus offers us his body and blood for the forgiveness of
our sins in the Lord’s Supper. The Bible also instructs us that receiving the
Lord’s Supper together is a public expression of our complete “oneness,”
or unity of faith.

Because the Lord’s Supper is an expression of our unity in faith, we
invite to the Lord’s Supper only those who have expressed that unity with us
through membership in our congregation or one of our sister congregations
in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), or our sister church
body, the ELS.

If you are a guest from another Christian church, we kindly ask that
you simply refrain from participation in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper
today. We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of
declaring your agreement with our beliefs before you have had a chance to
learn more.

The Words of Institution

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: [ Amen.
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& O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin
of the world; have mercy on us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take
away the sin of the world grant us your peace. Amen.

HYMN during Communion: # 529 “Built on the Rock”

J4 Built on the Rock the Church shall stand
Even when steeples are falling.
Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land;
Bells still are chiming and calling,
Calling the young and old to rest,

But above all the soul distressed,
Longing for rest everlasting.

Surely in temples made with hands
God, the Most High, is not dwelling;
High above earth his temple stands,
All earthly temples excelling.

Yet he who dwells in heav’n above
Chooses to live with us in love,
Making our bodies his temple.

We are God’s house of living stones,
Built for his own habitation.

He through baptismal grace us owns
Heirs of his wondrous salvation.
Were we but two his name to tell,
Yet he would deign with us to dwell
With all his grace and his favor.

Here stands the font before our eyes,
Telling how God did receive us.

Th’ altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice

And what the sacrament gives us.

Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim
Christ yesterday, today, the same,

And evermore, our Redeemer.
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Grant then, O God, your will be done,
That, when the church bells are ringing,
Many in saving faith may come

Where Christ his message is bringing:
“] know my own; my own know me.
You, not the world, my face shall see.
My peace I leave with you always.”

Thanksgiving
Please stand.

7 Thank the Lord and sing his praise.

Tell ev’ryone what he has done.

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice
and proudly bear his name.

He renews his promises and leads

his people forth in joy

With shouts of thanksgiving.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have
praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which
have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again,
and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge
of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: 7 Amen.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony
with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: 7 Amen. Amen. Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN: #765 “Day by Day”

& Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me,
bringing comfort to my anxious soul.
Day by day, the blessings, Lord, you send me
draw me nearer to my heav’nly goal.
Love divine, beyond all mortal measure,
brings to naught the burdens of my quest;
Savior, lead me to the home I treasure,
where at last I’ll find eternal rest.

Day by day, I know you will provide me
strength to serve and wisdom to obey;

I will seek your loving will to guide me

o’er the paths I struggle day by day.

I will fear no evil of the morrow,

I will trust in your enduring grace.

Savior, help me bear life’s pain and sorrow
till in glory I behold your face.

Oh, what joy to know that you are near me
when my burdens grow too great to bear;
oh, what joy to know that you will hear me
when I come, O Lord, to you in prayer.

Day by day, no matter what betide me,

you will hold me ever in your hand.

Savior, with your presence here to guide me,
I will reach at last the promised land.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYERS: Remember to pray for: Shawn Lozano, John
Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Shawna Bushey, Rose
Marie Hillberg, Dennis Douglas, Bob Ward, George Caravana,
Don Fabian, Doris Scheuffele, Molly Webb (and her brother
Jim), Helen Marten, Doug Ward, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas,
Linda Hill & Christina, Roberta Gowin, Melinda Brown, Alice
Taubman, Monica, Ryan Bevington, and Don Pedersen.
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