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WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you 
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are  
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking 
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the 
close of this worship service or at your convenience.   
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you 
need to step out with your children, the service can be 
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area. 
Feel free to enter and return at any time.  
 

 
OUR MISSION 

    Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING           
 OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully  
 preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and  
 administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by  
 Christ. 

 

S ar of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

  

4465 South Blosser Road 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 

                      Office:  805-937-0339 
www.starlutheran.org 
Pastor Michael Foley 

      
      Worship Service 

 

Sunday,  July 17, 2022  10:00 a.m. 
 

Sixth Sunday after PENTECOST 
   
Theme of the day:  The life of faith walks in step with the will of God    
  and doesn’t follow the meandering ways of this world.  Elijah’s re- 
  sponse to the Lord’s call stands in contrast to the initially willing, but 
  ultimately uncommitted “followers” of Jesus.  Our Prayer of the Day  
  says it well, “Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you  
  above all things, we may obtain your promises…” 
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OPENING HYMN:  # 580   “Every Morning Mercies New” 
 
  ♫  Ev’ry morning mercies new  
       Fall as fresh as morning dew; 

Ev’ry morning let us pay  
Tribute with the early day. 
For your mercies, Lord, are sure;  
Your compassion will endure. 
 
Still your kindness and your love  
Ev’ry day our sins remove; 
Daily, far as east from west,  
Lift the burden from the breast; 
Give unbought to those who pray  
Strength to live for you each day. 
 
Let our prayers each morn prevail  
That these gifts may never fail. 
And as we confess our sin  
And the tempter’s pow’r within, 
Feed us with the bread of life;  
Fit us for our daily strife. 

 
  Please stand for last verse: 

 
As the morning light returns,  
As the sun with splendor burns, 
Teach us still to turn to you;  
With your light our souls renew. 
Then shall we our voices raise  
In unfailing prayer and praise. 

 
 

 
Minister:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and  
     the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
 

Congregation:  And also with you. (spoken)  
 
 
 

Confession of Sins 
 

M:  God invites us to come into his presence to worship him with     
       humble and penitent hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our        
       sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
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C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful,  
      and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and      
     actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.   
     For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.   
     But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior     
     Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given  
      his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as  
      a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all  
      your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy  
      Spirit.   
 

C:  Amen  
 
 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts  
      with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.   
C:  ♫  Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your  
      love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan  
      and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.  
C:  ♫  Christ, have mercy. 
 
M:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for  
      those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O  
      Lord.   
C:  ♫  Lord,  have mercy. 
 
M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your  
       power and keep us in your tender care: 
C. ♫  Amen. 

 
M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy  
      of praise. 
 
 
 

 ♫  O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.  
Al-might-y God, mer-ci-ful Father,  you crown our life with your 
love. You take a-way our sin;  you com-fort our spir-it; you make 
us pure and ho-ly in your sight. You did not spare your on-ly Son, 
but gave him up for us all. 
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O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth. 
 

O Son of God, e-ter-nal Word of the Fa-ther, you came to live with 
us; you made your Fa-ther known; you washed us from our sins in 
your own blood. You are the King of glo-ry; you are the Lord! 
 

O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.  
 
 
 
 
 

M: O God, you have prepared joys beyond understanding for those 
who love you.  Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving 
you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed 
all that we can desire; through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 
 

C: ♫  Amen    
 
 
 

Please be seated. 
  
FIRST LESSON:  2 Corinthians 11:21-30 
 

However bold anyone might be (I am speaking in a foolish 
way), I am going to be bold too. 22Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are 
they Israelites? So am I. Are they Abraham’s seed? So am I. 23Are 
they ministers of Christ? (I am speaking in a crazy way.) I am even 
more. I’ve done more hard work, been in prisons more often, been 
whipped far more, and I’ve been close to death many times. 24Five 
times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25Three 
times I was beaten with rods. One time I was stoned. Three times I 
was shipwrecked. I have spent a night and a day on the open sea. 
26I have often been on journeys, in danger from rivers, in danger 
from robbers, in danger from my own people, in danger from Gen-
tiles, in danger in the city, in danger in the wilderness, in danger on 
the sea, in danger among false brothers. 27I have worked hard and 
struggled. I’ve spent many sleepless nights. I’ve been hungry and 
thirsty. I’ve gone without food many times. I’ve been cold and 
lacked clothing.  

28Besides those external matters, there is the daily pressure on 
me of my concern for all the churches. 29Who is weak without my 
being weak? Who falls into sin without my being distressed?  

30If it is necessary that I boast, I will boast of the things that 
show my weakness. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY:   Psalm 62 

 
My soul finds rest in God alone;* 
my salvation comes from him. 
 
He alone is my rock and my salvation;* 
he is my fortress, I will never be shaken. 
 
Find rest, O my soul, in God alone;* 
my hope comes from him. 
 
Refrain 
 
Though your riches increase,* 
do not set your heart on them. 
 
My salvation and my honor depend on God;* 
he is my mighty rock, my refuge. 
 
Trust in him at all times, O people;* 
pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
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VERSE OF THE DAY: 
 
M: Alleluia.  If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself  
       and take up his cross and follow me.  Alleluia.     (Mark 8:34) 
 
C:   ♫  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 These words are written that we may believe  
    that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
    Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
GOSPEL LESSON:   Luke 9:51-62 
 

51When the days were approaching for him to be taken up, Je-
sus was determined to go to Jerusalem. 52He sent messengers ahead 
of him. They went and entered a Samaritan village to make prepa-
rations for him. 53But the people did not welcome him, because he 
was determined to go to Jerusalem. 54When his disciples James and 
John saw this, they said, “Lord, do you want us to call down fire 
from heaven to consume them?”  

55But he turned and rebuked them. “You don’t know what kind 
of spirit is influencing you. 56For the Son of Man did not come to 
destroy  

57As they went on the way, a man said to him, “I will follow you 
wherever you go.”  

58Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.”  

59He said to another man, “Follow me!”  
But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”  
60Jesus told him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go 

and proclaim the kingdom of God.”  
61Another man also said, “I will follow you, Lord, but first let 

me say good-bye to those at my home.”  
62Jesus told him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and 

looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”  
  

HYMN:  # 453, verses 1,4,5   “Come, Follow Me, the Savior spoke” 
 
  ♫  “Come, follow me,” the Savior spoke,  
       “All in my way abiding. 

Deny yourselves; the world forsake;  
Obey my call and guiding. 
Oh, bear the cross, whate’er betide;  
Take my example for your guide.” 



8  

 

 
“I teach you how to shun and flee  
What harms your souls’ salvation, 
Your hearts from ev’ry guile to free,  
From sin and its temptation. 
I am the refuge of the soul  
And lead you to your heav’nly goal.” 
 
Then let us follow Christ our Lord  
And take the cross appointed 
And, firmly clinging to his Word,  
In suff’ring be undaunted. 
For those who bear the battle’s strain  
The crown of heav’nly life obtain. 

 
  
 

SERMON:  1 Kings 19:13-18 
 

Then a voice came to him and said, “Why are you here, Eli-
jah?” 14He said, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of 
Armies, but the people of Israel have abandoned your covenant. 
They have torn down your altars and killed your prophets with the 
sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking to take my life.”  

15Then the Lord said to him, “Go back the way you came and 
go to the Wilderness of Damascus. When you get there, you are to 
anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16You will also anoint Jehu son 
of Nimshi as king over Israel and Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel 
Meholah as prophet in your place. 17Whoever escapes the sword of 
Hazael, Jehu will kill, and whoever escapes the sword of Jehu, Eli-
sha will kill. 18But I have preserved in Israel seven thousand whose 
knees have not bent to Baal and whose lips have not kissed him.”  

 
 

 
NICENE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, the father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternal-
ly begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Fa-
ther. Through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incar-
nate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death 
and was buried. 
 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord, the giver of life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son, Who in unity with the Father and 
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 
OFFERING  
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
 

M: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your 
       mercies are new every morning. Each day you open your hand and  
      provide for the needs of your children on earth. 
 

C: We praise you for every grace and blessing. 
 
M: Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting message  
      of salvation in Christ Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls every- 
       where. 
 

C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your  
      hope. 
 
M: We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society.  
      Bless our national, state (provincial), and local governments. 
 

C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect. 
 
M: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a  
      sense of fairness toward their workers, and employees a feeling of  
      joy and pride in their workmanship. 
 

C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done. 
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M: Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that  
      helps students read, think, and communicate in ways that will pro- 
      mote an informed and responsible citizenry. Arouse curious minds 
      to discover the wonders of your created order. 
 

C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence. 
 
M: Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a  
      renewed commitment to be good parents. Give children and young  
      people the wisdom to regard their parents as your representatives. 
 

C:  Lead us to love one another as you have loved us. 
 
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

M: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confi- 
      dence that you will hear and with the faith that you will respond for  
      our welfare. 
 

C:  Amen. 
 
 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

    

The Holy Sacrament 
 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 
 

C:  And also with you. (spoken) 
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 
 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord.  
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 
 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he    
has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy 
Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen us when 
we are weak. 
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     Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our  
     God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne  
     and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever  
     and ever. 
 
 
 
 

   ♫   Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.  
         The whole earth is full of your glory. 

You are my God, and I will exalt you.  
I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation. 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.  
The whole earth is full of your glory. 

 
 
 
 
 

The Words of Institution 
 
 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    
 

C:  ♫ Amen.    
 
     ♫ O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;    
             have mercy on us. 

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
    have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
    grant us your peace. Amen. 

 

        Holy Communion, will be celebrated in today’s service. The Bible 
teaches us that Jesus offers us his body and blood for the forgiveness of      
our sins in the Lord’s Supper. The Bible also instructs us that receiving the 
Lord’s Supper together is a public expression of our complete “oneness,”     
or unity of faith. 
 

         Because the Lord’s Supper is an expression of our unity in faith, we 
invite to the Lord’s Supper only those who have expressed that unity with us 
through membership in our congregation or one of our sister congregations  
in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), or our sister church 
body, the ELS. 
 

          If you are a guest from another Christian church, we kindly ask that 
you simply refrain from participation in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
today. We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of    
declaring your agreement with our beliefs before you have had a chance to 
learn more. 
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HYMN VERSES DURING COMMUNION:  # 280 
 
   ♫  Thy strong word did cleave the darkness;  
       At thy speaking it was done. 

For created light we thank thee  
While thine ordered seasons run. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia without end! 
 
Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness,  
Dark as night and deep as death, 
Broke the light of thy salvation,  
Breathed thine own life-giving breath. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia without end! 
 
Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous;  
Bright with thine own holiness, 
Glorious now, we press toward glory,  
And our lives our hope confess. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia without end! 
 
From the cross thy wisdom shining  
Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; 
From the cross forever beameth All thy bright redeeming light. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia without end! 
 
Give us lips to sing thy glory, Tongues thy mercy to proclaim, 
Throats to shout the hope that fills us,  
Mouths to speak thy holy name. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! May the light which thou dost send 
Fill our songs with alleluias, Alleluias without end! 
 
God the Father, light-creator, To thee laud and honor be. 
To thee, Light from Light begotten, Praise be sung eternally. 
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, Glory, glory be to thee. 
Mortals, angels, now and ever Praise the holy Trinity! 
 

 

THANKSGIVING 
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   Please stand. 
 
    ♫  Thank the Lord and sing his praise.  
         Tell ev’ryone what he has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. 
He renews his promises and leads his people forth in joy  
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
   

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have 
praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which 
have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, 
and that all who have received in his true body and blood the 
pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy 
life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

C:  ♫ Amen 
 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  
       Live in harmony with one another.   
       Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

C: ♫ Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN:  # 471   “Renew Me, O Eternal Light” 
 

 ♫   Renew me, O eternal Light, 
And let my heart and soul be bright, 
Illumined with the light of grace 
That issues from your holy face. 
 
Destroy in me the lust of sin; 
From all impureness make me clean. 
Oh, grant me pow’r and strength, my God, 
To strive against my flesh and blood. 
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Create in me a new heart, Lord, 
That gladly I obey your Word. 
Oh, let your will be my desire 
And with new life my soul inspire. 
 
Grant that I only you may love 
And seek those things which are above 
Till I behold you face to face, 
O Light eternal, through your grace. 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

PRAYERS:  Remember to pray for: Shawn Lozano, John  
  Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Rose Marie Hillberg, Dennis  
  Douglas, Bob Ward, George Caravana, Doris Scheuffele, Molly  
  Webb (and her brother Jim), Helen Marten, Doug Ward, Kathy  
  Jones, Art Amarillas, Linda Hill & Christina, Roberta Gowin,  
  Melinda Brown, Alice Taubman, Monica, Ryan Bevington, and  
  Don Pedersen. 
 

“Hi, We’re Your Neighbors at Star” - Big, fun, promotional,  
    fellowship, outreach day at Waller Park, Saturday, August   
    20.  Start thinking about it now.  

 
 

   Star of Bethlehem Officers  (2022-23): 
 

   President - Carl Evers Jr. 
   Secretary - Eric Oberg 
   Treasurer - Jared Evers 
   Financial Secretary - Derek Ehinger 
   Trustees - Karl Koeller; Carl Evers III 
   Elders - Morris Taubman; Terry Oberg; Steve Daugherty 
 
 
 

THIS WEEK 
  

Thursday Bible Study, 10:00 a.m. 
 Sunday Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. 

   Worship, 10:00 a.m.  
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PERSONAL PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
(cf. page 156 in the front of Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal) 

 

Q: What does God tell me about myself in his holy Word? 
A: He says that I am a sinner and deserve only his punishment. 

Q: What should I do if I am not aware of my sins or am not troubled by them? 
A: I should examine myself according to the Ten Commandments and ask how 
well I have carried out my responsibilities as a husband or wife or single person, 
as a parent or child, an employer or employee, a teacher or student. Have I loved 
God with all my heart, gladly heard his Word, and patiently endured affliction? 
Have I been disobedient, proud, or unforgiving?  Have I been selfish, lazy, envi-
ous, or quarrelsome? Have I lied or deceived, taken something not mine, or given 
anyone a bad name? Have I abused my body or permitted indecent thoughts to 
linger in my mind? Have I failed to do what is right and good? 

Q: When I realize that I have sinned against God and deserve his punishment,    
      what should I do? 

A: I will confess before God all my sins, those which I remember as well as those 
of which I am unaware. I will pray to God for his mercy and forgiveness. 

Q: How do I receive his gracious forgiveness? 
A: His Word assures me that Jesus led a pure and holy life for me and died on the 
cross for me to pay the full price for all my sins. Through faith in Jesus, I have 
been clothed in my Savior's perfect righteousness and holiness. 

Q: What further assurance do I have that Jesus is mine and I am his? 
A: In Holy Communion he gives me his body and blood together with the bread 
and wine as a truly life-giving food and drink to unite me with him and my fellow 
believers. By means of this sacrament, Jesus not only forgives my sins but 
sweeps away all my doubts about his love for me, gives me his own strength to 
live a God-pleasing life, and grants me a joyful foretaste of heaven. 

Q: How can I be sure that I receive all these blessings in the Lord's Supper? 
A: I have his own word spoken as his last will and testament on the night before he 
died. There he tells me: "Take and eat; this is my body. Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my blood which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in 
remembrance of me." 

Q: How will I respond to this priceless gift from Jesus? 
A: I will daily thank and praise him for his love to me. With his help I will fight temp-
tation, do my best to correct whatever wrongs I have done, and serve him and 
those around me with love and good works. 

 
Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the precious  
    food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as  
    you remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts  
    of kindness to others. Amen. 
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