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Worship Service

Sunday, July 31, 2022 10:00 a.m.
Eighth Sunday after PENTECOST
Theme of the day: The journey from spiritual death to spiritual
life begins with a recognition of guilt. We have sinned and fall
short of fulfilling the Law of the Lord. Through contrition and
repentance, God prepares the hearts to receive the gift of the
Gospel. And the faith that results responds with “fruits” — our
lives of faith and love.
WELCOME
A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellowship hall.
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.
OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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BAPTISM HYMN: # 646 “See This Wonder in the Making”
♫ See this wonder in the making:
God himself this child is taking
As a lamb safe in his keeping,
His to be, awake or sleeping.
Miracle each time it happens
As the door of heaven opens
And the Father beams, “Beloved,
Heir of gifts a king would covet!”
Far more tender than a mother,
Far more caring than a father,
God, into your arms we place her,
With your love and peace embrace her.
Please stand for last verse:
Here we bring a child of nature;
Home we take a newborn creature,
Now God’s precious son or daughter,
Born again by Word and water.
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded baptism when he said: “Go
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” All of us are born
into this world with a deep need for baptism. From our parents we
inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true
faith in God and are condemned to eternal death. But Jesus took
away our sin by giving his life on the cross. At our baptism he
clothes us with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a new
life. Our sinful nature need not control us any longer. We recall
what baptism means for our daily lives as we speak these words:
3

C: Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be
drowned by daily sorrow and repentance, and that all its
evil deeds and desires be put to death. It also means that a
new person should daily arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.
M:

As baptized children of God we confess our sins:

C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and
actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given
his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as
a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

C:

Amen.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Baptism of Scotland Jean Marie Noel Evers
EXHORTATION
PRAYER
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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M: Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your
Word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy and to
bring forth fruits in faith and hope and love; through Jesus Christ,
your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: ♫ Amen.

Please be seated.

FIRST LESSON: Deuteronomy 30:9-14
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The Lord your God will cause you to be overflowing with
good things from all the work of your hands, in the fruit of your
womb, in the fruit of your animals, and in the fruit of your soil.
Once again he will rejoice over your prosperity, just as he rejoiced
over your fathers, 10when you obey the voice of the Lord your God
by keeping his commandments and his statutes written in this Book
of the Law, when you return to the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul.
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Certainly, this commandment that I am giving you today is
not too difficult for you, and it is not far away. 12It is not up in the
heavens, so that you have to say, “Which one of us will go up to the
heavens and get it for us so we can listen to it and carry it out?” 13It
is not across the sea, so that you have to say, “Which one of us will
cross over to the other side of the sea and get it for us so we can listen to it and carry it out?” 14Instead, the word is very near you. It
is in your mouth and in your heart, so you can obey it.
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PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 25

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul;*
in you I trust, O my God.
Remember, O LORD, your great mercy and love,*
for they are from of old.
Remember not the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways;*
according to your love remember me,
for you are good, O LORD.
Refrain
Turn to me and be gracious to me,*
for I am lonely and afflicted.
Look upon my affliction and my distress*
and take away all my sins.
Guard my life and rescue me,*
for I take refuge in you.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
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M: Alleluia. The Word is very near you. It is in your mouth and in
your heart, so you can obey it. Alleluia. (Deuteronomy 30:14)
C: ♫ Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

SECOND LESSON: Colossians 3:1-11
Therefore, because you were raised with Christ, seek the things
that are above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.
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Set your mind on things above, not on earthly things. 3For you
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ,
who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in
glory.
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So put to death whatever is worldly in you: sexual immorality,
uncleanness, lust, evil desire, and greed, which is idolatry. 6It is
because of these things that the wrath of God is coming on the sons
of disobedience. 7You too once walked in these things, when you
were living in them.
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But now, you too are to rid yourselves of all of these: wrath,
anger, malice, slander, and filthy language from your mouth. 9Do
not lie to each other since you have put off the old self with its practices, 10and put on the new self, which is continually being renewed
in knowledge, according to the image of its Creator. 11Here there is
no Greek or Jew, circumcision or uncircumcision, barbarian,
Scythian, slave or free, but rather Christ is all and is in all.

HYMN: # 814 “Just as I Am, without One Plea”
♫ Just as I am, without one plea
But that thy blood was shed for me
And that thou bidd’st me come to thee,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am and waiting not
To rid my soul of one dark blot,
To thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
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Just as I am, though tossed about
With many a conflict, many a doubt,
Fightings and fears within, without,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind;
Sight, riches, healing of the mind,
Yea, all I need, in thee to find,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am, thou wilt receive,
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because thy promise I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am; thy love unknown
Has broken ev’ry barrier down.
Now to be thine, yea, thine alone,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

SERMON: Luke 7:36-50
36

A certain one of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him. Jesus entered the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37Just
then a sinful woman from that town learned that he was reclining
in the Pharisee’s house. She brought an alabaster jar of perfume,
38
stood behind him near his feet weeping, and began to wet his feet
with her tears. Then she began to wipe them with her hair while
also kissing his feet and anointing them with the perfume. 39When
the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If
this man were a prophet, he would realize who is touching him and
what kind of woman she is, because she is a sinner.”
40
Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.”
He said, “Teacher, say it.”
41
“A certain moneylender had two debtors. The one owed five
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42When they could not pay, he
forgave them both. So, which of them will love him more?”
43
Simon answered, “I suppose the one who had the larger debt
forgiven.”
Then he told him, “You have judged correctly.” 44Turning toward the woman, he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house, but you did not give me water for my feet.
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Yet she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair.
45
You did not give me a kiss, but she, from the time I entered, has not
stopped kissing my feet. 46You did not anoint my head with oil, but
she has anointed my feet with perfume. 47Therefore I tell you, her
many sins have been forgiven; that is why she loved so much. But the
one who is forgiven little loves little.” 48Then Jesus said to her, “Your
sins have been forgiven.”
49
Those reclining at the table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?”
50
He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.”

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN: # 657 “Baptismal Waters Cover Me”
♫ Baptismal waters cover me
as I approach on bended knee;
my Father’s mercy here I plead
for grievous sins of thought and deed.
9

I look to Christ upon the tree,
his body broken there for me;
I lay before him all my sin,
my darkest secrets from within.
Lord, may your wounded hand impart
your healing to my broken heart;
your love alone can form in me
a heart that serves you joyfully.
From your own mouth comes forth a word;
your shepherd speaks, but you are heard;
through him your hand now stretches out,
forgiving sin, destroying doubt.
Baptismal waters cover me;
Christ’s wounded hand has set me free.
Held in my Father’s strong embrace,
with joy I praise him for his grace.

OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
C: ♫ Amen. Amen. Amen.
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HYMN: # 627 “To God Be the Glory”
♫ To God be the glory; great things he has done!
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,
Who yielded his life an atonement for sin
And opened the life-gate that all may go in.
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!
Let the earth hear his voice!
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the people rejoice!
Oh, come to the Father through Jesus the Son
And give him the glory, great things he has done!
Great things he has taught us, great things he has done,
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son,
But purer and higher and greater will be
Our joy and our wonder when Jesus we see.
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!
Let the earth hear his voice!
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the people rejoice!
Oh, come to the Father through Jesus the Son
And give him the glory, great things he has done!
The WELS Connection

I am Jesus’ Little Lamb

PRAYERS: Remember to pray for: Shawn Lozano, John
Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Rose Marie Hillberg,
Dennis Douglas, Bob Ward, George Caravana, Doris Scheuffele,
Molly Webb (and her brother Jim), Helen Marten, Doug Ward,
Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas, Linda Hill & Christina, Roberta
Gowin, Melinda Brown, Alice Taubman, Monica, Ryan Bevington, and Don Pedersen.
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ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God by the Evers
in celebration of Carl Jr.’s birthday & Scotland’s baptism.
“Hi, We’re Your Neighbors at Star” - Big, fun, promotional,
fellowship, outreach day at Waller Park, Saturday, August
20. Sign up to let us know how you’d like to help.
THIS WEEK
Thursday
Sunday

Bible Study, 10:00 a.m.
Elders, 11:00 a.m.
Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
Worship with Holy Communion, 10:00 a.m.

Therefore, I tell you,
her many sins have been forgiven

— that is why she loved so much.
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