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S ar of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

  

4465 South Blosser Road 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 

                      Office:  805-937-0339 
www.starlutheran.org 
Pastor Michael Foley 

              Worship Service 
 

Sunday,  September 11, 2022   10:00 a.m. 
 

Fourteenth Sunday after PENTECOST 
 

Theme of the day: Mankind’s natural state is one of complete  
  spiritual helplessness, a profound lostness.  Wandering around phys- 
  ically lost can lead to winding up in bad places.  But wandering  
  around spiritually lost puts you in the worst place of all.  Fortunately,  
  Jesus does not leave us alone in our lostness.  He relentlessly seeks  
  us.  He involves the rest of His Church in seeking the lost and in  
  rejoicing over the found. 

WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you 
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are  
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking 
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the 
close of this worship service or at your convenience.   
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you 
need to step out with your children, the service can be 
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area. 
Feel free to enter and return at any time.  
 

 
OUR MISSION 

    Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING           
 OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully  
 preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and  
 administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by  
 Christ. 
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HYMN:  # 612   “How Great Thou Art” 
 
  ♫  O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

 consider all the works thy hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
 thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed; 
  Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee, 
 How great thou art! How great thou art! 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior-God to thee, 
 How great thou art! How great thou art! 
 
When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 
 and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
 when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
 and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; 
  Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee, 
 How great thou art! How great thou art! 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior-God to thee, 
 How great thou art! How great thou art! 

 
And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 
 sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 
 that on the cross my burden gladly bearing 
 he bled and died to take away my sin. 
  Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee, 
 How great thou art! How great thou art! 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior-God to thee, 
 How great thou art! How great thou art! 

  
Please stand for last verse: 

 
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
 and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
 and there proclaim: “My God, how great thou art!” 
  Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee, 
 How great thou art! How great thou art! 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior-God to thee, 
 How great thou art! How great thou art! 

 
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and  
                  the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation:  And also with you. (spoken)  
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M:   We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love     
         and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him  
         and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us   
         confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 
 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from    
birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do    
not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing 
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the    
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has 
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May  
God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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M:  Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before  
       and follow after us that, loving you with undivided hearts, we may  
       be ready for every good and useful work; through your Son, Jesus  
       Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
       one God, now and forever. 
 

C:  ♫ Amen.              Please be seated. 
 

  

 
FIRST LESSON:  2 Corinthians 2:5-11 
 

5Now if anyone has caused sorrow, he has not done it to me, but 
to all of you to some extent (not to overstate it). 6This punishment 
inflicted on such a person by the majority is enough, 7so that in-
stead you should rather forgive and comfort him, or else such a 
person could be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8For that rea-
son, I urge you to reaffirm your love for him. 9In fact, this was also 
the purpose of my writing: I wanted to know the result of your be-
ing tested, that is, if you are obedient in all things.  

10If you forgive anyone anything, I do too. To be sure, if I have 
forgiven anything, I have forgiven it in the presence of Christ for 
your sake, 11so that Satan would not take advantage of us. We are 
certainly not unaware of his schemes.  
 
 
PSALM OF THE DAY:   Psalm 51a 

 

Have mercy on me, O God,* 
according to your unfailing love. 
 
Wash away all my iniquity,* 
and cleanse me from my sin. 
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For I know my transgressions,* 
and my sin is always before me. 
 
Refrain 
 
Against you, you only, have I sinned* 
and done what is evil in your sight. 
 
Surely I was sinful at birth,* 
sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
 
Hide your face from my sins,* 
and blot out all my iniquity. 
 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,* 
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
 
 

 
M: Alleluia.  There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over  

one sinner who repents.   Alleluia.    (Luke 15:10) 
  
 
   

C: ♫  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
                These words are written that we may believe 
                 that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
    Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
 
 
GOSPEL LESSON:  Luke 15:1-10 
 

All the tax collectors and sinners were coming to Jesus to hear him. 
2But the Pharisees and the experts in the law were complaining, 
“This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.”  
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3He told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, if you had one 
hundred sheep and lost one of them, would not leave the ninety-
nine in the wilderness and go after the one that was lost until he 
finds it? 5And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 
6and goes home. Then he calls together his friends and his neigh-
bors, telling them, ‘Rejoice with me, because I have found my lost 
sheep!’ 7I tell you, in the same way there will be more joy in heaven 
over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people 
who do not need to repent.  

8“Or what woman who has ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, 
would not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until 
she finds it? 9And when she finds it, she calls together her friends 
and neighbors and says, ‘Rejoice with me, because I have found the 
lost coin.’ 10In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence 
of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”    

 
 
HYMN:  # 654   “Jesus Sinners Does Receive”   
 
 
 

  ♫   Jesus sinners does receive; oh, may all this saying ponder 
 who in sin’s delusions live  and from God and heaven wander. 
Here is hope for all who grieve:  Jesus sinners does receive. 
 
We deserve but grief and shame,  
 yet his words, rich grace revealing, 
 pardon, peace, and life proclaim;  
 here their ills have perfect healing 
 who with humble hearts believe:  Jesus sinners does receive. 
 
Sheep that from the fold did stray  
 are not by the Lord forsaken; 
 weary souls who lost their way  
 are by Christ, the shepherd, taken 
 in his arms that they may live:  Jesus sinners does receive. 
 
I, a sinner, come to you  with a penitent confession. 
Savior, show me mercy, too;  grant for all my sins remission. 
Let these words my soul relieve:  Jesus sinners does receive. 
 
Oh, how blest is it to know,  were as scarlet my transgression, 
 it shall be as white as snow  by your blood and bitter passion, 
 for these words I do believe:  Jesus sinners does receive. 
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Now my conscience is at peace, from the law I stand acquitted. 
Christ has purchased my release and my ev’ry sin remitted. 
Naught remains my soul to grieve:  Jesus sinners does receive.  
 
Jesus sinners does receive,  even I have been forgiven. 
 and when I this earth must leave, I shall find an open heaven. 
Dying, still to him I cleave:  Jesus sinners does receive. 

  
 
 

 
SERMON:  Hosea 3:1-5 
 

The Lord said to me, “Go again. Show love to a woman who is 
loved by another man, a woman who keeps committing adultery. 
Show love just as the Lord loves the people of Israel, even though 
they keep turning to other gods and loving the raisin cakes.”  

2So I bought her for myself for fifteen pieces of silver and nine 
bushels of barley. 3I said to her, “You will stay with me for many 
days. You must not be promiscuous. You must not be with any oth-
er man, and I will also be for you.”  

4So the people of Israel will live many days without king or 
prince, without sacrifice or sacred memorial stones, and without 
the special vest or family idols. 5Afterward the people of Israel will 
return and seek the Lord their God and David their king. They 
will come trembling to the Lord and to his goodness in the latter 
days.  

  
 
  

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
                   maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell.   
     The third day he rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
     From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit; 
the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

 
 
HYMN:  # 833   “I Run to Christ” 
 
  ♫   I run to Christ when chased by fear and find a refuge sure. 

“Believe in me,” his voice I hear; his words and wounds secure. 
I run to Christ when torn by grief and find abundant peace. 
“I too had tears,” he gently speaks; thus joy and sorrow meet. 
 
I run to Christ when worn by life and find my soul refreshed. 
“Come unto me,” he calls thro’ strife; fatigue gives way to rest. 
I run to Christ when vexed by hell and find a mighty arm. 
“The devil flees,” the Scriptures tell; he roars but cannot harm. 
 
I run to Christ when stalked by sin and find a sure escape. 
“Deliver me,” I cry to him’ temptation yields to grace. 
I run to Christ when plagued by shame and find my one defense. 
“I bore God’s wrath,” he pleads my case — 
  my advocate and friend. 

 

 
OFFERING 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-

dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  
       Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
 

 

C: ♫  Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 

 
 
 

HYMN:   # 606   “Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus”      
 
 ♫   Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus;  his the scepter, his the throne; 

Alleluia!  his the triumph,  his the victory alone. 
Hark!  The songs of peaceful Zion  
 thunder like a mighty flood: 
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation  has redeemed us by his blood.” 
 
Alleluia!  Bread of heaven,  here on earth our food, our stay; 
Alleluia!  Here the sinful  flee to you from day to day. 
Intercessor, friend of sinners,  
 earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea 
 where the songs of all the sinless  sweep across the crystal sea. 
 
Alleluia!  Not as orphans  are we left in sorrow now; 
Alleluia!  he is near us;  faith believes, nor questions how. 
Though the cloud from sight received him  
 when the forty days were o’er, 
 shall our hearts forget his promise:  
“I am with you evermore”?  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God by Chris &  
  Terry Oberg in celebration of their anniversary. 
 

PRAYERS:  Remember to pray for: Shawn Lozano, John  
  Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Rose Marie Hillberg,   
  Dennis Douglas, Bob Ward, George Caravana, Doris Scheuffele,  
  Molly Webb (and her brother Jim), Helen Marten, Doug Ward,  
  Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas, Linda Hill & Christina, Roberta  
  Gowin, Melinda Brown, Alice Taubman, Monica, and Don   
  Pedersen. 
 

BIBLE STUDIES:  While we do meet in person for our  
  weekly Bible Classes (Sundays at 9:00 a.m.; Thursdays at  
  10:00 a.m.), we also continue to “Zoom” all our studies.  If  
  you want to be included in the weekly e-mail with the zoom  
  codes and print-outs, please let Pastor Foley know. 
 

STAR CHURCH DIRECTORY:  To participate in our online  
   church directory please fill out and return the blue information  
   sheets (in the narthex).  Once you have access, you will be able  
   to edit your information (or you can ask Pastor Foley to do so). 
    

 To view and use the directory online, go to: 
      members.instantchurchdirectory.com 
   Follow the prompts under “Sign In” to “Create a login now.” 
 

 To view and use the directory on your smartphone: 
       download the App for “Instant Church Directory” 
   *** You will need to use your e-mail address as listed in our  
    directory to create a log-in the first time you use the directory  
    online and via the mobile app. 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS WEEK 
  

      Tuesday  Circuit Meeting, Tarzana 
   ESL, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
     Thursday  Bible Study, 10:00 a.m. 
   ESL, 6:00 p.m. 
         Friday  Atascadero Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.  
         Sunday  Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. 
             Worship with Communion, 10:00 a.m.  
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            “Rejoice with me, 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      because I have found my lost sheep!” 
 
                                                                         Luke 15:6 
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