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S ar of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

  

4465 South Blosser Road 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 

                      Office:  805-937-0339 
www.starlutheran.org 
Pastor Michael Foley 

 
 Worship Service 

 

Sunday,  September 25, 2022   10:00 a.m. 
 

Sixteenth Sunday after PENTECOST 
 

Theme of the day:  Real wealth is found in heavenly treas- 
   ure.  Earthly riches are not a reward for doing good, but  
   rather an opportunity to do good. 
 

   What seems to help in life fails in death;  
            what seems to fail in life helps in death. 

WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you 
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are  
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking 
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the 
close of this worship service or at your convenience.   
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you 
need to step out with your children, the service can be 
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area. 
Feel free to enter and return at any time.  
 

 
OUR MISSION 

    Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING           
 OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully  
 preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and  
 administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by  
 Christ. 
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OPENING HYMN:  # 633   “Speak, O Lord”       
 
  ♫  Speak, O Lord, as we come to you    
        to receive the food of your Holy Word; 

 take you truth, plant it deep in us,   
 shape and fashion us in your likeness, 
 that the light of Christ might be seen today 
 in our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us      
 all your purposes   for your glory. 

 
Teach us, Lord, full obedience,  holy reverence, true humility; 
 test our thoughts and our attitudes    
 in the radiance of your purity. 
Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see 
 your majestic love and authority. 
Words of pow’r that can never fail, 
 let their truth prevail   over unbelief. 

 
  Please stand for last verse: 
 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds, 
 help us grasp the heights of your plan for us, 
 truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
 that will echo down through eternity. 
And by grace we’ll stand on your promises, 
 and by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us. 
Speak, O Lord, till your Church is built, 
 and the earth is filled   with your glory.  

 
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and  
       the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation:  And also with you. (spoken)  

 
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love  

and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and 
deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us  confess 
our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from    
birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do    
not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing 
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the    
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has 
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May  
God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 
 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

M: Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things 
direct and rule our hearts, for without your help we are unable to 
please you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: ♫ Amen.         

      Please be seated. 
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FIRST LESSON:  Hebrews 13:1-6 
 

Continue to show brotherly love. 2Do not fail to show love to 
strangers, for by doing this some have welcomed angels without 
realizing it. 3Remember those in prison, as if you were fellow pris-
oners, and those who are mistreated, as if you yourselves were also 
suffering bodily.  

4Marriage is to be held in honor by all, and the marriage bed is 
to be kept undefiled, for God will judge sexually immoral people 
and adulterers. 5Keep your life free from the love of money, and be 
content with what you have. For God has said:  

I will never leave you,  
and I will never forsake you.  

6So then we say with confidence:  
The Lord is my helper, and I will not be afraid.  
What will man do to me?  

 
 
 
 

PSALM OF THE DAY:   Psalm 146 
 

Praise the LORD, O my soul.* 
I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 
 
Do not put your trust in princes,* 
in mortal men, who cannot save. 
 
Blessed is he whose hope is in the LORD his God,* 
the maker of heaven and earth. 
 
Refrain 
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The LORD gives food to the hungry,* 
the LORD sets prisoners free. 
 
The LORD gives sight to the blind,* 
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down. 
 
The LORD watches over the outcast* 
and sustains the fatherless and the widow. 
 
The LORD remains faithful forever.* 
He upholds the cause of the oppressed. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
 

 
M: Alleluia.  If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will 

not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.  Alleluia.                
                                                                                             (Luke 16:31)    

C: ♫  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
                These words are written that we may believe 
                 that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
    Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

 
GOSPEL LESSON:  Luke 16:19-31 
 

19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine 
linen, living in luxury every day. 20A beggar named Lazarus had 
been laid at his gate. Lazarus was covered with sores and 21longed 
to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table. Besides this, the 
dogs also came and licked his sores. 22Eventually the beggar died, 
and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also 
died and was buried. 23In hell, where he was in torment, he lifted 
up his eyes and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus at his side. 
24He called out and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me! 
Send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue, because I am in misery in this flame.’  
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25“But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you 
received your good things, and Lazarus received bad things. But 
now he is comforted here, and you are in misery. 26Besides all this, 
a great chasm has been set in place between us and you, so that 
those who want to cross from here to you cannot, nor can anyone 
cross over from there to us.’  

27“He said, ‘Then I beg you, father, send him to my father’s 
home, 28because I have five brothers—to warn them, so that they 
will not also come to this place of torment.’  

29“Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets. Let 
them listen to them.’  

30“ ‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the 
dead goes to them, they will repent.’  

31“Abraham replied to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and 
the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from 
the dead.’ ”  
 
 

 

HYMN:  # 817   “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart”   
 
    ♫  Lord, thee I love with all my heart;  
       I pray thee ne’er from me depart, 

 with tender mercies cheer me. 
Earth has no pleasure I would share; 
 yea, heaven itself were void and bare 
 if thou, Lord, were not near me. 
And should my heart for sorrow break,  
 my trust in thee can nothing shake. 
Thou art the portion I have sought;  
 thy precious blood my soul has bought. 
Lord Jesus Christ, My God and Lord, my God and Lord, 
 forsake me not!  I trust thy Word. 
 
Yea, Lord, ’twas thy rich bounty gave  
 my body, soul, and all I have   in this poor life of labor. 
Lord, grant that I in ev’ry place  may glorify thy lavish grace 
 and help and serve my neighbor. 
Let no false doctrine me beguile;  let Satan not my soul defile. 
Give strength and patience unto me  
 to bear my cross and follow thee. 
Lord Jesus Christ,  my God and Lord, my God and Lord, 
 in death thy comfort still afford. 
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Lord, let at last thine angels come,  
 to Abr’ham’s bosom bear me home 
 that I may die unfearing; 
 and in its narrow chamber keep  
 my body safe in peaceful sleep   until thy reappearing. 
And then from death awaken me  
 that these mine eyes with joy may see, 
 O Son of God,  thy glorious face,  
 my Savior and my fount of grace. 
Lord Jesus Christ,  my prayer attend, my prayer attend, 
 and I will praise thee without end. 
   

 
 
SERMON:  Amos 6:1-7 
 

Woe to you who are complacent in Zion,  
  you who feel secure on Mount Samaria,  
  you distinguished people of the leading nation,  
  to whom the house of Israel comes.  
2Travel to Kalneh and look.  
 Go from there to Hamath Rabbah,  
  and go down to Gath of the Philistines.  
 Are you better than those kingdoms?  
 Are their territories greater than your territory?  
3You who are trying to put off the evil day,  
  you bring near the session for violence!  
4Those who lie on ivory beds,  
  sprawling upon their couches,  
  eating lambs from the flock  
  and calves straight from the stall,  
 5improvising tunes on the lyre,  
composing music for themselves on musical instruments like David,  
6drinking large bowls of wine— 
  they slather themselves with the most expensive perfumed oils,  
  but they do not grieve over the ruin of Joseph.  
7That is why they will go into exile as the first of the exiles.  
 Those who sprawl out at their feasts for the dead will depart.  
  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 
     The third day he rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
     From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit; 

the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 
 
HYMN:  # 699   “Take the World, but Give Me Jesus” 
 
   ♫  Take the world, but give me Jesus,  all its joys are but a name; 

 but his love abides forever,   through eternal years the same. 
 Oh, the height and depth of mercy; 
 Oh, the length and breadth of love! 
 Oh, the fullness of redemption, 
 Pledge of endless life above! 
 
Take the world, but give me Jesus,   sweetest comfort of my soul; 
 with the Savior watching o’er me,   
 I can sing, though thunders roll. 
 Oh, the height and depth of mercy; 
 Oh, the length and breadth of love! 
 Oh, the fullness of redemption, 
 Pledge of endless life above! 
 
Take the world, but give me Jesus;  in his cross my trust shall be 
 till with clearer, brighter vision   face to face my Lord I see. 
 Oh, the height and depth of mercy; 
 Oh, the length and breadth of love! 
 Oh, the fullness of redemption, 
 Pledge of endless life above! 
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OFFERING 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-

dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temp-
tation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  
       Live in harmony with one another.  
       Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
 

 

C: ♫  Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HYMN: # 718  “Though Thoughtless Thousands Choose the Road”     
 
 ♫   Though thoughtless thousands choose the road 

 that leads the soul away from God, 
 this happiness, dear Lord, be mine: 
 to live and die entirely thine. 
 
In Christ, by faith, I wish to live, 
 from him my life, my all, receive, 
 to him devote my fleeting hours, 
 serve him alone with all my pow’rs. 
 
Christ is my everlasting all. 
 to him I look, on him I call; 
 he will my ev’ry need supply 
 in time and through eternity. 
 
Soon will the Lord, my life, appear; 
 soon shall I end my trials here, 
 leave sin and sorrow, death and pain. 
To live is Christ; to die is gain. 
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Soon will the saints in glory meet, 
 soon walk through ev’ry golden street 
 and sing on ev’ry blissful plain, 
“To live is Christ; to die is gain.” 

 
 
The WELS Connection 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God by the Evers  
  in celebration of Laura’s birthday. 
 

PRAYERS:  Remember to pray for: Shawn Lozano, John  
  Velasques, Ruth Fabian, little Elias, Rose Marie Hillberg,   
  Dennis Douglas, Bob Ward, George Caravana, Doris Scheuffele,  
  Molly Webb (and her brother Jim), Helen Marten, Doug Ward,  
  Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas, Linda Hill & Christina, Roberta  
  Gowin, Melinda Brown, Alice Taubman, Monica, Don Peder- 
  sen, Louise Perry, and Rylan Downs. 
 
 

BIBLE STUDIES:  While we do meet in person for our  
  weekly Bible Classes (Sundays at 9:00 a.m.; Thursdays at  
  10:00 a.m.), we also continue to “Zoom” all our studies.  If  
  you want to be included in the weekly e-mail with the zoom  
  codes and print-outs, please let Pastor Foley know. 
      

 
THIS WEEK 
  

Tuesday ESL, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
Thursday Bible Study, 10:00 a.m. 
  ESL, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
 Sunday Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. 
  Worship with Holy Communion, 10:00 a.m.  
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