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4465 South Blosser Road
f Santa Maria, CA 93455

S ro .
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office: 805-937-0339
il www.starlutheran.org

Pastor Michael Foley

Worship Service
Sunday, February 19, 2023 10:00 a.m.

Last Sunday after the Epiphany
TRANSFIGURATION of our LORD

Theme of the day: Jesus appears in glory as the Son of God. Before
he suffers as man’s substitute, Jesus gives his Church a glimpse of
the glory that he set aside to be our Savior. See how he loves us!
The Majestic Glory became a man to suffer and die for us, just as
Moses and the Prophets had foretold. How good to be here!

WELCOME

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.

All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall.

Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.

OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of "HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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OPENING HYMN: #912 “Open, Lovely Doors”

/4 Open, lovely doors, and let me
come into God’s house today!
This is where great joys beset me
more than I can sing or say.
Here I view God’s glorious face,
see his light, receive his grace.

With a song I’ve come to greet you;
come to me, dear Lord, I pray.

Where you let your people meet you
heaven’s light is bright as day.

Let my heart your heaven be;
Savior, make your home in me.

Please stand for last verse:

You deserve my deepest rev’rence;
sanctify me through and through.
Let my worship in your presence
clearly show my love for you.
Lord of mercy, hear my cry;
lift my heart to you on high!

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation: And also with you. (spoken)

Confession of Sins

M: God invites us to come into his presence to worship him with
humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our
sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful,
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and
actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
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: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given

his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as
a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen

: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts

with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

: J Lord, have mercy.

: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your

love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan
and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

C: J Christ, have mercy.
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For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for
those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O
Lord.

: J Lord, have mercy.

: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power

and keep us in your tender care:
J Amen.

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy

of praise.

44 O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.

Almighty God, merciful Father,
you crown our life with your love.
You take away our sin; you comfort our spirit;
you make us pure and holy in your sight.
You did not spare your only Son, but gave him up for us all.
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.
O Son of God, eternal Word of the Father,
you came to live with us;
you made your Father known;
you washed us from our sins in your own blood.
You are the King of glory; you are the Lord!
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.



M: O God, in the glorious transfiguration of your only-begotten Son,
you confirmed the mysteries of faith by the testimony of Moses and
Elijah, and in the voice that came from the bright cloud, you fore-
shadowed our adoption as your sons. In your mercy, make us co-
heirs of glory with Jesus our King, and bring us at last to heaven;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever

C: JJ Amen

Please be seated.

FIRST LESSION: 2 Peter 1:16-21

'To be sure, we were not following cunningly devised fables
when we made known to you the powerful appearance of our Lord
Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. '"For he re-
ceived honor and glory from God the Father, when the voice came
to him from within the Majestic Glory, saylng, “This is my Son,
whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” '*We heard this voice,
which came out of heaven when we were with him on the holy
mountain.

We also have the completely reliable prophetic word. You do
well to pay attention to it, as to a lamp shlnlng in a dark place, until
the day dawns and the Morning Star rises in your hearts, ’since we
know this above all else: No prophecgf of Scripture comes about
from someone’s own interpretation. “'In fact, no prophecy ever
came by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were be-
ing carried along by the Holy Spirit.

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 2
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Why do the nations conspire*
and the peoples plot in vain?

The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers
gather together against the LORD*
and against his Anointed One.

Refrain

The One enthroned in heaven laughs;*
the Lord scoffs at them.

Then he rebukes them in his anger
and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,*
“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.”

I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:*
He said to me, “You are my Son;
today I have become your Father.”

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

VERSE OF THE DAY:

M: Alleluia. A cloud appeared and overshadowed them, and a voice
came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen
to him.” Alleluia. (Mark 9:7)

C: J Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 17:1-9

Six days later Jesus took with him Peter, James, and John the
brother of J ames; and he led them up onto a high mountain by
themselves. “There he was transfigured in front of them. His face
was shining like the sun. His clothing became as white as the light.

Just then, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Jesus.

*Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you
want, I will make three shelters here: one for you, one for Moses,
and one for Elijah.”

*While he was still speaklng, suddenly a bright cloud overshad-
owed them. Just then, a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This
is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him.”

When the disciples heard this, they fell face down and were
terrified. 'Jesus approached and as he touched them, he said, “Get
up, and do not be afraid.” 8When they opened their eyes, they saw
no one except Jesus alone. ’As they were coming down the moun-
tain, Jesus commanded them, “Do not tell anyone what you have
seen until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”

HYMN: # 388 “Down from the Mount of Glory”

/4 Down from the mount of glory came Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Recall the wondrous story, rich gem in sacred Word.
Again your faith will view him in double glory here;
the greater homage due him will in your life appear.

Transfigured, Christ, the lowly, stood radiant in the light,
light found in Godhead solely, for human eyes too bright.
Then came a voice from heaven, confirmed what here we see;
the words “my Son” were given to seal his deity.

Yet mark this glory hidden! See him the mount descend
and, by the Father bidden, his willing footsteps bend

to seek humiliation in deepest depths of woe,

to suffer degradation no mind can probe or know.

Strange how his journey ended! In love that is his fame
our Lord again ascended a mount—the hill of shame.
Upon the cross he proffered himself to agony;

his holy soul he offered to set the guilty free.



Then hail the double glory of Jesus Christ, our Lord,

and let the wondrous story full peace and joy afford!

The holy mount acclaims him the majesty divine;

Mount Calvary proclaims him Redeemer—yours and mine.

MESSAGE: Exodus 24:9-18

*Then Moses6 Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and seventy of the elders of
Israel went up. '"They saw the God of Israel. Under his feet they
saw what looked like a pavement of sapphire as clear as the sky.
"'The Lorp did not lay his hand on the dignitaries of the people of
Israel. They gazed at God, and they ate and drank.

2The LoRrbp said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain.
Wait there, and I will give you the stone tablets with the law and the
commands that I have written, so that you can teach them.”

BMoses set out with his assistant Joshua and went up onto the
mountain of God. '*He said to the elders, “Wait here for us, until we
come back to you. Look, here are Aaron and Hur. They will be with
you. Whoever is involved in a dispute can go to them.”

>Moses went up onto the mountain, and the cloud covered the
mountain. '°The Glory of the LoRrp settled on Mount Sinai, and the
cloud covered the mountain for six days. On the seventh day the
LoRD called to Moses out of the middle of the cloud. '"The appear-
ance of the Glory of the LORD looked like a devouring fire on the
top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. '*Moses en-
tered into the middle of the cloud and climbed up the mountain.
Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights.

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.



For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M: We praise you, O Father, for the precious gift of your Son and for his

C:

glorious transfiguration on the holy mountain.

Grant that with the eyes of faith we may behold the radiance of
his heavenly beauty, the image of your own divine Being, and wor-
ship him in sincerity and truth.

Give us the firm resolve to listen to your Son, the joyful readiness
to believe his promises, and the spirited willingness to heed his
commandments. By their appearance Moses and Elijah show us
that blessed are the dead who die in faith, blessed are they who
live in Christ, and blessed are all who believe,

: for they shall know the power of his resurrection and shall be

“changed from glory into glory.”

O God and Father, let your Holy Spirit find a dwelling in our poor
bodies and transform our weak, sinful lives into radiance of good-



ness, purity, and righteousness. Transform our minds by the renew-
ing grace that flows from you. Transform our vision, our under-
standing, our judgments, yes, our whole persons, to reflect the mind
of Christ.

C: Take all these, O Father, and transform them by the touch of
Jesus into noble impulses, pure motives, kind thoughts, construc-
tive deeds, high courage, and true faith.

M: Look upon your church, O Lord, here and in every place, and grant
that we and all who bear the name of Christ may daily offer up to
you the acceptable sacrifices of repentance, thanksgiving, and lov-
ing obedience.

C: Hear our prayer and by your mercy grant our petitions for
Christ’s sake. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Holy Communion, will be celebrated in today’s service. The Bible
teaches us that Jesus offers us his body and blood for the forgiveness of
our sins in the Lord’s Supper. The Bible also instructs us that receiving the
Lord’s Supper together is a public expression of our complete “oneness,”
or unity of faith.

Because the Lord’s Supper is an expression of our unity in faith, we
invite to the Lord’s Supper only those who have expressed that unity with us
through membership in our congregation or one of our sister congregations
in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), or our sister church
body, the ELS.

If you are a guest from another Christian church, we kindly ask that
you simply refrain from participation in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper
today. We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of
declaring your agreement with our beliefs before you have had a chance to
learn more.

The Holy Sacrament
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M: The Lord be with you.
C: & And also with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.
C: JI We lift them up to the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: J Itis right to give him thanks and praise.

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he
has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. In the past he spoke to
us through the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us
by his Son, who is the radiance of his glory.

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our
God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne
and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever
and ever.

& Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.
The whole earth is full of your glory.
You are my God, and I will exalt you.
I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation.
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.
The whole earth is full of your glory.

The Words of Institution

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: [ Amen.

& O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us your peace. Amen.
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COMMUNION HYMN: #510 “In Christ Alone”

7 In Christ alone my hope is found;
he is my light, my strength, my song;
this cornerstone, this solid ground,
firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My comforter, my all in all;
here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone, who took on flesh,
fullness of God in helpless babe;

this gift of love and righteousness,
scorned by the ones He came to save.
Till on that cross as Jesus died,

the wrath of God was satisfied;

for ev'ry sin on Him was laid;

here in the death of Christ I live.

There in the ground his body lay,

light of the world by darkness slain;

then bursting forth in glorious day,

up from the grave He rose again!

And as He stands in victory,

sin's curse has lost its grip on me;

for I am His and He is mine,

bought with the precious blood of Christ.

No guilt in life, no fear in death,
this is the pow'r of Christ in me;
from life's first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.

No pow'r of hell, no scheme of man,
can ever pluck me from His hand;
till He returns or calls me home,
here in the pow'r of Christ I'll stand.

THANKSGIVING

Please stand.
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& Thank the Lord and sing his praise.
Tell ev’ryone what he has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice
and proudly bear his name.
He renews his promises and leads his people forth in joy
With shouts of thanksgiving.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have
praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which
have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again,
and that all who have received in his true body and blood the
pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy
life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: 7 Amen.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony
with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his
face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord
look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: 7 Amen. Amen. Amen.

M: Brothers and sisters in Christ, when we next gather for worship, it
will be Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent. On that day we will
begin our solemn journey to the Savior’s cross. While the joy of
faith remains undiminished throughout the year, our rejoicing dur-
ing Lent is muted and quiet. For centuries, therefore, Christian
churches have omitted their most jubilant songs during this season,
including the word alleluia, which means, “praise the Lord.”

Now for a time we say farewell to alleluia. We do this to prepare

ourselves for the quieter days of Lent. The alleluias will return on
Easter Sunday as we gather to shout our praise to the risen Lord.

13



CLOSING HYMN: #977 “Alleluia, Song of Triumph”

& Alleluia, song of triumph, sound of joy that cannot die;
alleluia is the anthem ever dear to choirs on high;
saints adorned in robes of glory join the great angelic cry.

Alleluia we are singing, voicing hymns in pure accord;
with Christ’s holy Church united,

justified, redeemed, restored,

and with all his faithful people

raise our songs to praise the Lord.

Alleluia cannot always be our song while here below;
alleluia our transgressions make us for a while forgo.
For the solemn time is coming

when our tears for sin must flow.

May our hymns be filled with longing —

hear us, Holy Trinity —

as we look to your blest Easter, here, and then eternally,
when we shall once more be singing alleluia joyfully!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

FLOWERS for today’s service were given to the glory of
God by the Degners.

PRAYERS: Remember to pray for: Shawn Lozano,
John Velasques, little Elias, Dennis Douglas, Bob Ward,
George Caravana, Doris Scheuftfele, Molly Webb (and
brother, Jim), Helen Marten, Doug Ward, Kathy Jones,
Art Amarillas, Linda Hill & Christina, Roberta Gowin,
Melinda Brown, Alice Taubman, Monica, Louise Perry,
Rylan Downs, Sam Daugherty, and Jeff Brown.

THIS WEEK
Tuesday ESL (English as a Second Language), 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Ash Wednesday Communion Service, 7:00 p.m.

Thursday Bible Class, 10:00 a.m.
ESL, 6:00 p.m.
Friday Atascadero Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.
Sunday  Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
Worship with Communion, 10:00 a.m.

HIS
FINAL

Midweek Lenten Services IE PS

Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m.

led to...
Ash Wednesday, February 22 ....... a tomb.
Midweek 2, March 1 .......,,,, . coreeneen. a dinner celebration.
Midweek 3, March 8 ....................... His Father’s house.
Midweek 4, March 15 .................... a fig tree.
Midweek 5, March 22 ..................... some Greeks.

Midweek 6, March 29 ..................... His enemies.
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PERSONAL PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION

Q:

Q:

What does God tell me about myself in his holy Word?

A: He says that | am a sinner and deserve only his punishment.

What should | do if | am not aware of my sins or am not troubled by them?

A: | should examine myself according to the Ten Commandments and ask how
well | have carried out my responsibilities as a husband or wife or single person,
as a parent or child, an employer or employee, a teacher or student. Have | loved
God with all my heart, gladly heard his Word, and patiently endured affliction?
Have | been disobedient, proud, or unforgiving? Have | been selfish, lazy, envi-
ous, or quarrelsome? Have | lied or deceived, taken something not mine, or given
anyone a bad name? Have | abused my body or permitted indecent thoughts to
linger in my mind? Have | failed to do what is right and good?

: When | realize that | have sinned against God and deserve his punishment,

what should | do?
A: | will confess before God all my sins, those which | remember as well as those
of which | am unaware. | will pray to God for his mercy and forgiveness.

: How do | receive his gracious forgiveness?

A: His Word assures me that Jesus led a pure and holy life for me and died on the
cross for me to pay the full price for all my sins. Through faith in Jesus, | have
been clothed in my Savior's perfect righteousness and holiness.

: What further assurance do | have that Jesus is mine and | am his?

A: In Holy Communion he gives me his body and blood together with the bread
and wine as a truly life-giving food and drink to unite me with him and my fellow
believers. By means of this sacrament, Jesus not only forgives my sins but
sweeps away all my doubts about his love for me, gives me his own strength to
live a God-pleasing life, and grants me a joyful foretaste of heaven.

: How can | be sure that | receive all these blessings in the Lord's Supper?

A: | have his own word spoken as his last will and testament on the night before he
died. There he tells me: "Take and eat; this is my body. Drink from it, all of you;
this is my blood which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in
remembrance of me."

: How will | respond to this priceless gift from Jesus?

A: I will daily thank and praise him for his love to me. With his help | will fight temp-
tation, do my best to correct whatever wrongs | have done, and serve him and
those around me with love and good works.

Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude | now come to your table to receive the precious

food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as
you remain in me, so that | bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts
of kindness to others. Amen.
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