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Sixth Sunday in LENT — PASSION SUNDAY

Theme of the day: Lutherans have a long history of remember-
ing the Savior’s Passion in midweek services during the season
of Lent. The more common practice, in history and in the expe-
rience of the wider church, is to read the Passion history on the
first Sunday of Holy Week, as we are doing today...

WELCOME

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.

All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall.

Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.

OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of "HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and

administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

M: Dear friends in Christ: Today we come together to begin the solemn
celebration of Holy Week. Jesus entered in triumph into his own
city to complete his work as our Messiah: to suffer, to die, and to
rise again. Let us remember with devotion his entry that culminated
at the empty tomb and follow him with sincere faith. United with
him by baptism, we share in his resurrection and new life. Blessed
1s he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!

OPENING HYMN: #411:1,2,4 “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty”

7 Ride on, ride on in majesty!
Hark! All the tribes hosanna cry.
O Savior meek, pursue your road,
with palms and scattered garments strowed.

Ride on, ride on in majesty!

In lowly pomp ride on to die.

O Christ, your triumphs now begin
o’er captive death and conquered sin.

Ride on, ride on in majesty!

Your last and fiercest strife is nigh.
The Father on his sapphire throne
awaits his own anointed Son.

PALM SUNDAY GOSPEL: Matthew 21:1-11

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount
of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, “telling them, “Go to the village
ahead of you. Immediately you will find a donkey tied there along with
her colt. Untie them and bring them to me. *If anyone says anything to
you, you are to say, ‘The Lord needs them,” and he will send them at
once.’

*This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:
>Tell the daughter of Zion: Look, your King comes to you, humble, and
rldlng on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

®The disciples went and d1d just as Jesus commanded them.



"They brought the donkey and the colt, laid their outer clothing on
them, and he sat on it. *A very large crowd spread their outer clothing
on the road. Others were cutting branches from the trees and spreading
them out on the road. “The crowds who went in front of him and those
who followed kept shouting,

Hosanna to the Son of David!

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!

Hosanna in the highest!

'"“When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, asking,
“Who is this?”” ' And the crowds were saying, “This is Jesus, the
prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ.

: Let us go forth in peace,
In the name of the Lord.

Qg QX

<

We praise you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you re-
deemed us through your Son, Jesus Christ. As he was acclaimed
by those who scattered their garments and branches in his path, so
may we always hail him as our King and follow him with perfect
confidence; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C: 73 Amen

M: Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, who is the author of our faith
and the one who brings it to its goal. (Hebrews 12:2)

C: The time has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.
(John 12:23)

THE PASSION HISTORY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

The Festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was
approaching. Jesus said to his disciples, “You know that after two days
1t will be the Passover, and the Son of Man will be handed over to be
crucified.”

Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the
palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas. They plotted to-
gether how to arrest Jesus in some deceitful way and kill him. But they
said, “Not during the Festival, or else there might be a riot among the
people.”
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Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, who was one of the Twelve. He
went away and spoke with the chief priests and officers of the temple
guard about how he could betray Jesus to them. They were glad and
agreed to give him money. He promised to do it and was looking for an
opportunity to betray Jesus to them away from the crowd.

On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when the Pass-
over lamb is sacrificed, his disciples asked him, “Where do you want us
to go and prepare for you to eat the Passover?” He sent two of his disci-
ples and said to them, “Go into the city, and there a man carrying a jar
of water will meet you. Follow him. Wherever he enters, tell the owner
of the house that the Teacher says, ‘Where is my guest room, where |
may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ He will show you a large up-
per room, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.”

They went and found things just as he had told them, and they pre-
pared the Passover. When the hour had come, Jesus reclined at the table
with the twelve apostles. He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat
this Passover with you before I suffer, for I tell you, I will not eat it
again until it 1s fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”

A dispute arose among the disciples about which of them was con-
sidered to be greatest. But he told them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord
it over them, and those who have authority over them are called Bene-
factors. But it 1s not to be that way with you. Instead, let the greatest
among you become like the youngest, and the one who leads like the
one who serves. For who is greater, one who reclines at the table or one
who serves? Isn’t it the one who reclines at the table? But [ am among
you as one who serves. You are those who have remained with me in
my trials. I am going to grant a kingdom to you, just as my Father
granted to me, so that you may eat and drink at my table in my king-
dom. And you will sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”

Before the Passover Festival, Jesus knew that the time had come for
him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved those who
were his own in the world, he loved them to the end.

By the time the supper took place, the Devil had already put the idea
into the heart of Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus.

Jesus knew that the Father had given all things into his hands, and
that he had come from God and was going back to God. He got up
from the supper and laid aside his outer garment. He took a towel and
tied it around his waist. Then he poured water into a basin and began to
wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped
around him.

He came to Simon Peter, who asked him, “Lord, are you going to
wash my feet?”



Jesus answered him, “You do not understand what I am doing now,
but later you will understand.”

Peter told him, “You will never, ever, wash my feet!”

Jesus replied, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with me.”

“Lord, not just my feet,” Simon Peter replied, “but also my hands
and my head!”

Jesus told him, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his
feet, but his body 1s completely clean. And you are clean, but not all of
you.” Indeed, he knew who was going to betray him. That is why he
said, “Not all of you are clean.”

After Jesus had washed their feet and put on his outer garment, he
reclined at the table again. “Do you understand what I have done for
you?” he asked them. “You call me Teacher and Lord. You are right,
because I am. Now if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet,
you also ought to wash one another’s feet. Yes, [ have given you an
example so that you also would do just as I have done for you. Amen,
Amen, I tell you: A servant is not greater than his master, nor is a mes-
senger greater than the one who sent him. If you know these things,
you are blessed if you do them.”

He took a cup, gave thanks, and said, “Take this and divide it among
yourselves, for I tell you, from now on I will not drink of the fruit of
the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”

While they were reclining and eating, Jesus said, “Amen, I tell you:
One of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.” They were very
sad and began to say to him one after another, “Surely, not I, Lord?”

He said to them, “It is one of the Twelve, one who is dipping bread
with me in the dish. Indeed, the Son of Man is going to go just as it has
been written about him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man
is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been
born.”

After saying this, Jesus was troubled in his spirit and testified,
“Amen, Amen, I tell you: One of you will betray me.”

The disciples were looking at each other, uncertain which of them he
meant.

One of his disciples, the one Jesus loved, was reclining at Jesus’
side. Simon Peter motioned to him to find out which one Jesus was
talking about.

So leaning back against Jesus’ side, he asked, “Lord, who is it?”

Jesus replied, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread,
after I have dipped it in the dish.” Then he dipped the piece of bread
and gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. As soon as Judas took
the bread, Satan entered into him.
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So Jesus told him, “What you are about to do, do more quickly.”

None of those reclining at the table understood why Jesus said this to
him. Because Judas kept the money box, some thought that Jesus was
telling him, “Buy what we need for the Festival,” or to give something
to the poor. As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it
was night.

After Judas left, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified, and
God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify
the Son in himself and will glorify him at once.”

HYMN: #431:1,2,6 “O Perfect Life of Love”

7 O, perfect life of love! All, all is finished now,
all that he left his throne above to do for us below.

No work is left undone of all the Father willed;
his toil, his sorrows, one by one, the Scriptures have fulfilled.

In ev’ry time of need, before the judgment throne,
your works, O Lamb of God, I’ll plead,
your merits, not my own.

THE PASSION HISTORY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

While they were eating, on the night when he was betrayed, Jesus
took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the disciples. He said,
“Take, eat, this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remem-
brance of me.” Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you, for this is my blood of the new testa-
ment, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

“Dear children, I am going to be with you only a little longer. You
will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where |
am going, you cannot come.

“A new commandment I give you: Love one another. Just as I have
loved you, so also you are to love one another. By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?”

Jesus answered, “Where I am going you cannot follow now, but you
will follow later.”



Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my
life for you!”

Jesus replied, “Will you really lay down your life for me? Simon,
Simon, pay attention: Satan has asked to have you all, so that he may
sift you as wheat. But I prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not
fail. And when you have returned to me, strengthen your brothers.”

Peter answered him, “Even if all fall away because of you, I will
never fall away.”

Jesus said to him, “Amen I tell you: Tonight, before the rooster
crows, you will deny me three times.”

Peter said to him, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never deny
you.” And all the disciples said the same.

He said to them, “When I sent you out without money bag, traveler’s
bag, and sandals, did you lack anything?”

“Nothing,” they said.

Then he told them, “But now, let the one who has a money bag take
it, and likewise a traveler’s bag. And let the one who has no sword sell
his cloak and buy one. For I tell you that this Scripture must be fulfilled
in me: ‘He was counted with transgressors.” Indeed, what is written
about me is going to have its fulfillment.”

They said, “Lord, look, here are two swords.”

He said to them, “That is enough.”

Then Jesus said to them, “This night you will all fall away on ac-
count of me, for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep
of the flock will be scattered.” But after I have been raised, I will go
ahead of you into Galilee.”

After they sang a hymn, Jesus went out with his disciples across the
Kidron Valley, to the Mount of Olives, where there was a garden called
Gethsemane. He and his disciples went into it. Now Judas, who was
betraying him, also knew the place, because Jesus often met there with
his disciples.

When he reached the place, Jesus told his disciples, “Sit here, while I
go over there and pray. Keep praying that you may not enter into temp-
tation.”

Then he took Peter, James, and John along with him and began to be
troubled and distressed.

He said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow, even to the
point of death. Stay here and keep watch.”

He withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and
prayed, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup away from me. Never-
theless, not my will, but yours be done.”

When he rose from prayer, he went to the disciples and found them
sleeping as a result of sorrow.
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He said to Peter, “Simon, are you sleeping? Were you not strong enough
to keep watch for one hour? Watch and pray that you may not enter into
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible
for this cup to pass from me unless I drink it, may your will be done.”
Again he returned and found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy.
They did not know what they should answer him.

He left them again, went away, and prayed a third time. He said the same
words as before.

An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. As he was
in agony, he prayed more fervently. His sweat became like great drops of
blood falling to the ground.

Then he returned to his disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleep-
ing and resting? Look, the hour is near, and the Son of Man is betrayed into
the hands of sinners. Rise. Let us go. Look, my betrayer is near!”

While Jesus was still speaking, suddenly Judas (one of the Twelve) ar-
rived. With him was a large crowd with lanterns, torches, swords, and
clubs, who came from the chief priests and elders of the people. Judas was
leading them.

Jesus, knowing everything that was going to happen to him, went out
and asked them,

“Who are you looking for?”

“Jesus the Nazarene,” they replied.

“I am he,” Jesus told them.

Judas, the betrayer, was standing with them. When Jesus told them, “I
am he,” they backed away and fell to the ground.

Then Jesus asked them again, “Who are you looking for?”

“Jesus the Nazarene,” they said.

“I told you that I am he,” Jesus replied. “So if you are looking for me, let
these men go.” This was to fulfill the statement he had spoken: “I did not
lose any of those you have given me.”

Now the betrayer had given them a sign: “The one I kiss 1s the man. Ar-
rest him.” Immediately he went to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and
kissed him.

Jesus said to him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a
kiss?”

Then they advanced, took hold of Jesus, and arrested him. When those
who were around him saw what was about to happen, they said to him,
“Lord, should we strike with a sword?” Then Simon Peter, who had a
sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s servant, and cut off his right ear.
The servant’s name was Malchus.

But Jesus responded, “Stop! No more of this! Put your sword back into

its place, because all who take the sword will die by the sword.
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Do you not realize that I could call on my Father, and at once he would
provide me with more than twelve legions of angels? But then how
would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen this way?”
Then he touched the servant’s ear and healed him.

At that same time Jesus said to the crowd, “Have you come out to
arrest me with swords and clubs as if [ were a robber? Day after day |
was sitting in the temple courts teaching, and you did not arrest me. But
all this has happened so that the writings of the prophets would be ful-
filled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.

The company of soldiers, their commander, and the Jewish guards
arrested Jesus and bound him. First they led him to Annas, because he
was father-in-law to Caiaphas, who was the high priest that year. Now
it was Caiaphas who had advised the Jews, “It is better that one man
die for the people.”

HYMN: #425:1,2 “Go to Dark Gethsemane”

7 Go to dark Gethsemane,
all who feel the tempter’s pow’r;
your Redeemer’s conflict see,
watch with him one bitter hour.
Turn not from his griefs away;
learn from Jesus Christ to pray.

Follow to the judgment hall;
view the Lord of life arraigned.
Oh, the wormwood and the gall
oh, the pangs his soul sustained!
Shun not suff’ring, pain, or loss;
learn of him to bear the cross.

THE PASSION HISTORY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

Simon Peter and another disciple kept following Jesus. That disciple
was known to the high priest, so he went into the high priest’s court-
yard with Jesus. But Peter stood outside by the door. So the other disci-
ple, the one known to the high priest, went out and talked to the girl
watching the door and brought Peter in.

The servants and guards were standing around a fire of coals that
they had made because it was cold. While they warmed themselves,
Peter was standing with them, warming himself too.
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One of the servant girls of the high priest came there. When she saw
Peter warming himself, she looked directly at him and said, “You were
also with Jesus the Galilean.”

But he denied it in front of everyone, saying, “I don’t know what you
are talking about. Woman, I do not know him.”

When Peter went out to the entryway, someone else saw him and
said to those who were there, “This is one of them. This fellow was
with Jesus of Nazareth.”

Again Peter denied it with an oath and said, “I do not know the
man.”

After a little while those who stood by came and said to Peter,
“Surely you are also one of them, because even your accent gives you
away. You are a Galilean!”

Then he began to curse and to swear, “I do not know this man you
are talking about! I do not know the man!”

At that very moment, while he was still speaking, the rooster
crowed. The Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered
the Lord’s word, how he had said to him, “Before the rooster crows
today you will deny me three times.” He went outside, broke down, and
wept bitterly.

The high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching.
Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I always
taught in a synagogue or at the temple, where all the Jews gather. I said
nothing in secret. Why are you questioning me? Ask those who heard

what I told them. Look, they know what I said.”

When he said this, one of the guards standing there hit Jesus in the
face. “Is that how you answer the high priest?”” he demanded.

“If I said something wrong,” Jesus answered, “testify about what
was wrong. But if [ was right, why did you hit me?”

The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false tes-
timony against Jesus so that they could put him to death. They found
none, even though many false witnesses came forward. Finally two
came forward and said, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the
temple of God and rebuild it in three days.”” Yet even on this point,
their testimony did not agree.

The high priest stood up and said to him, “Have you no answer?
What is this that these men are testifying against you?” But Jesus re-
mained silent. Then the high priest said to him, “I place you under oath
by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God!”

Jesus said to him, “It is as you have said. But I tell you, soon you
will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of power and coming
on the clouds of heaven.”
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Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has spoken blasphe-
my! Why do we need any more witnesses? See, you have just heard the
blasphemy! What do you think?”

They answered, “He is deserving of death!” Then some began to spit
on him. They covered his face, struck him with their fists, and said,
“Prophesy to us, Christ! Who hit you?” The guards also took him and
beat him. And they went on saying many other blasphemous things
against him.

As soon as it was day, the council of the elders of the people met to-
gether, both chief priests and experts in the law. They brought Jesus into
their Sanhedrin and said, “If you are the Christ, tell us.”

But he said to them, “If I tell you, you will not believe, and if I ask
you, you will not answer me or release me. But from now on, the Son of
Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God.”

They all said, “Are you then the Son of God?”

He said to them, “I am what you are saying.”

Then they said, “Why do we need any more testimony? For we our-
selves have heard it from his own mouth!” Then the chief priests with
the elders and experts in the law, together with the whole Sanhedrin,
reached a decision. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him
over to Pontius Pilate, the governor.

Then when Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was con-
demned, he felt remorse. He brought back the thirty pieces of silver to
the chief priests and elders and said, “I have sinned by betraying inno-
cent blood.” But they said, “What is that to us? That’s your problem.”

He threw the pieces of silver into the temple and left. Then he went
out and hanged himself. The chief priests took the pieces of silver and
said, “It is not lawful to put these into the treasury, since it is blood
money.” They reached a decision to buy the potter’s field with the mon-
ey, as a burial place for foreigners. So that field has been called The
Field of Blood to this day. Then what was spoken through Jeremiah the
prophet was fulfilled:

They took the thirty pieces of silver, the price the sons of Israel had
set for him, and they gave them for the potter’s field, just as the Lord
commanded me.

Early in the morning, the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praeto-
rium. They did not enter the Praetorium themselves, so that they would
not become ceremonially unclean. (They wanted to be able to eat the
Passover meal.) So Pilate went out to them and said, “What charge do
you bring against this man?”

They answered him, “If this man were not a criminal, we would not
have handed him over to you.”
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Pilate told them, “Take him yourselves and judge him according to
your law.”

The Jews said, “It’s not legal for us to put anyone to death.” This
happened so that the statement Jesus had spoken indicating what kind
of death he was going to die would be fulfilled.

They began to accuse him, saying, “We found this fellow mislead-
ing our nation, forbidding the payment of taxes to Caesar, and saying
that he himself is Christ, a king.”

Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”

“It 1s as you say,” Jesus replied.

The chief priests accused him of many things. When he was ac-
cused by the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing.

Pilate questioned him again, “Are you not going to answer any-
thing? See how many charges they are bringing against you!”

But Jesus still did not answer anything, so Pilate was amazed.

Pilate went back into the Praetorium and summoned Jesus. He
asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”

Jesus answered, “Are you saying this on your own, or did others
tell you about me?”

Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own people and chief priests
handed you over to me. What have you done?”

Jesus replied, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom
were of this world, my servants would fight so that I would not be
handed over to the Jews. But now my kingdom is not from here.”

“You are a king then?” Pilate asked.

Jesus answered, “I am, as you say, a king. For this reason I was
born, and for this reason I came into the world, to testify to the truth.
Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”

“What is truth?” Pilate said to him.

After he said this, he went out again to the Jews and told them, “I
find no basis for a charge against him.”

But they kept insisting, “He stirs up the people, teaching all
through Judea, beginning from Galilee all the way here.”

When Pilate heard this, he asked if the man was a Galilean. When
he learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Her-
od, who was also in Jerusalem during those days.

When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad. For a long time he had
wanted to see him, because he had heard many things about him. He
hoped to see some miracle performed by him. He questioned him with
many words, but Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests and the
experts in the law stood there, vehemently accusing him. Herod,
along with his soldiers, treated him with contempt and ridiculed him.
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Dressing him in bright clothing, Herod sent Jesus back to Pilate. Herod
and Pilate became friends with each other on that day. Before this they
had been enemies of each other.

HYMN: #432:3,6,7 “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Have You Broken”

& Whence come these sorrows, whence this mortal anguish?
It is my sins for which you, Lord, must languish;
yes, all the wrath, the woe that you inherit, this I do merit.

I’ll think upon your mercy without ceasing,
that earth’s vain joys to me no more be pleasing;
to do your will shall be my sole endeavor henceforth forever.

And when, dear Lord, before your throne in heaven
to me the crown of joy at last is given,

where sweetest hymns your saints forever raise you,
I too shall praise you.

THE PASSION HISTORY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the people, and
said to them, “You brought this man to me as one who is misleading the
people. Look, I have examined him in your presence. I have found in
this man no basis for the charges you are bringing against him. Herod
did not either, for he sent him back to us. See, he has done nothing wor-
thy of death. So I will have him flogged and release him.”

At the time of the Festival the governor had a custom to release to the
crowd any one prisoner they wanted. At that time they were holding a
notorious prisoner named Barabbas, who had been thrown in prison for
a rebellion in the city and for murder. The crowd came up and began to
ask Pilate to do for them what he usually did.

So when they were assembled, Pilate said to them, “Do you want me
to release the King of the Jews to you? Which one do you want me to
release to you? Barabbas—or Jesus, who is called Christ?” For Pilate in
fact knew that they had handed Jesus over to him because of envy.

While he was sitting on the judgment seat, Pilate’s wife sent him a
message. “Have nothing to do with that righteous man,” she said, “since
I have suffered many things today in a dream because of him.” But the
chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and
to have Jesus put to death. The governor asked them, “Which of the two
do you want me to release to you?”
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They all shouted together with one voice: “Take him away! Release
Barabbas to us!”

Pilate said to them, “Then what do you want me to do with the man
you call the King of the Jews? What should I do with Jesus, who is
called Christ?”

They all said to him, “Crucify him!”

But the governor said, “Why? What has he done wrong?”

But they kept shouting even louder: “Crucify him!”

Pilate addressed them again, because he wanted to release Jesus. But
they kept shouting, “Crucify! Crucify him!”

He said to them the third time, “Why? What evil has he done? I have
found no grounds for sentencing him to death. So I will whip him and
release him.” But they kept pressuring him with loud voices, demanding
that he be crucified. And their voices were overwhelming.

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged.

The governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered
the whole cohort of soldiers around him. They stripped him and put a
scarlet robe on him. They twisted together a crown of thorns and put it
on his head. They put a staff in his right hand, knelt in front of him, and
mocked him by saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They spit on him, took
the staff, and hit him repeatedly on his head. They also kept hitting him
in the face.

Pilate went outside again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him
out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.”
So Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe.

Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!”

When the chief priests and guards saw him, they shouted, “Crucify!
Crucify!”

Pilate told them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no
basis for a charge against him.”

The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he
ought to die, because he claimed to be the Son of God.”

When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. He went
back inside the palace again and asked Jesus, “Where are you from?”

But Jesus gave him no answer.

So Pilate asked him, “Are you not talking to me? Don’t you know that
I have the authority to release you or to crucify you?”

Jesus answered, ““You would have no authority over me at all if it had
not been given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed me
over to you has the greater sin.”

From then on Pilate tried to release Jesus. But the Jews shouted, “If
you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar! Anyone who claims to
be a king opposes Caesar!”
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When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside. He sat
down on the judge’s seat at a place called the Stone Pavement, or Gab-
batha in Aramaic. It was about the sixth hour on the Preparation Day for
the Passover. Pilate said to the Jews, “Here is your king!”

They shouted, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!”

Pilate said to them, “Should I crucify your king?”

“We have no king but Caesar!” the chief priests answered.

When Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing and that instead
it was turning into a riot, he decided that what they demanded would be
done. He took water, washed his hands in front of the crowd, and said,
“I am innocent of this righteous man’s blood. It is your responsibility.”

And all the people answered, “Let his blood be on us and on our
children!”

Since he wanted to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them.

So then Pilate handed Jesus over to them to be crucified.

After they had mocked him, the soldiers took off the robe and put his
own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. Jesus was
carrying his own cross.

As they were going out of the city, a certain man, Simon of Cyrene
(the father of Alexander and Rufus), was passing by on his way in from
the country. They placed the cross on him and made him carry it behind
Jesus. A large crowd of the people was following him, including women
who were mourning and wailing for him.

Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, stop weeping
for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. Be sure of this:
The days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the childless
women, the wombs that never gave birth, and the breasts that never
nursed.” Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us!” and
to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ For if they do these things to the green wood,
what will happen to the dry?”

HYMN: #431:3,4,5 “O Perfect Life of Love”

& No pain that we can share but he has felt its smart;
all forms of human grief and care
have pierced that tender heart.

And on his thorn-crowned head and on his sinless soul
our sins in all their guilt were laid
that he might make us whole.

In perfect love he dies; for me he dies, for me!
O all-atoning Sacrifice, you died to make me free!
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THE PASSION HISTORY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

MINISTER: Two other men, who were criminals, were led away with
Jesus to be executed. They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha,
which means, “The place of a skull.”

CONGREGATION: They offered him wine to drink, mixed with
gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it.

MEN: They crucified him there with the criminals, one on his right
and the other on his left.

MINISTER: Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know
what they are doing.”

WOMEN: Now it was the third hour when they crucified him.

CONGREGATION: Pilate also had a notice written and fastened on
the cross. It read, “Jesus the Nazarene, the King of the Jews.”

MEN: Many of the Jews read this notice, because the place where
Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written in
Aramaic, Latin, and Greek.

MINISTER: So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write,
‘The King of the Jews,’ but that ‘this man said, “I am the King of the
Jews.”’

MEN: Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”

WOMEN: When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes
and divided them into four parts, one part for each soldier. They
also took his tunic, which was seamless, woven in one piece from
top to bottom.

MINISTER: So they said to one another, “Let’s not tear it. Instead, let’s
cast lots to see who gets it.” This was so that the Scripture might be ful-
filled which says: They divided my garments among them and cast lots
for my clothing.

MEN: So the soldiers did these things. Then they sat down and were
keeping watch over him there.

WOMEN: People who passed by kept insulting him, shaking their
heads and saying, “You who were going to destroy the temple and
rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God,
come down from the cross!”

MINISTER: Those who were crucified with him also insulted him. In
the same way the chief priests, experts in the law, and elders kept
mocking him.
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CONGREGATION: They said, “He saved others, but he cannot
save himself. If he’s the King of Israel, let him come down now
from the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God. Let
God rescue him now, if he wants him, because he said, ‘I am the

Son of God.””

MEN: One of the criminals hanging there was blaspheming him,
saying, “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!”

WOMEN: But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear
God, since you are under the same condemnation? We are pun-
ished justly, for we are receiving what we deserve for what we
have done, but this man has done nothing wrong.”

MEN: Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your
kingdom.”

MINISTER: Jesus said to him, “Amen I tell you: Today you will be
with me in paradise.”

WOMEN: Jesus’ mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene were standing near the cross.

MINISTER: When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he
loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your
son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother!” And from
that time this disciple took her into his own home.

CONGREGATION: It was now about the sixth hour and darkness
came over the whole land until the ninth hour, while the sun was
darkened.

MINISTER: At the ninth hour Jesus shouted with a loud voice, “Eloi,
Eloi, lama sabachthani?”” which means, “My God, my God, why have
you forsaken me?”

MEN: When some of those standing there heard this, they said,
“Listen, he’s calling Elijah!”

MINISTER: After this, knowing that everything had now been finished,
and to fulfill the Scripture, Jesus said, “I thirst.”

WOMEN: A jar full of sour wine was sitting there. Immediately
one of them ran, took a sponge, and soaked it with sour wine.
Then he put it on a stick and gave him a drink.

MINISTER: When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is
finished!” Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I
commit my spirit!” When he had said this, he bowed his head and gave
up his spirit.
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CONGREGATION: Suddenly the temple curtain was torn in two
from top to bottom. The earth shook and rocks were split. Tombs
were opened, and many bodies of saints who had fallen asleep were
raised to life. Those who came out of the tombs went into the holy
city after Jesus’ resurrection and appeared to many people.

MINISTER: When the centurion and those who were guarding Jesus
with him saw the earthquake and how he cried out with a loud voice
and breathed his last, they were terrified and began to glorify God, say-
ing, “This man really was righteous. Truly this was the Son of God.”

MEN: When all the groups of people who had gathered to see this
spectacle saw what had happened, they returned home beating
their chests.

CONGREGATION: All those who knew Jesus, and many women
who had followed Jesus from Galilee and who had served him,
were there, watching from a distance.

WOMEN: Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of
James and Joseph, Salome, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons.

MINISTER: Since it was the Preparation Day, the Jews did not want the
bodies left on the crosses over the Sabbath (because that Sabbath was a
particularly important day).

CONGREGATION: They asked Pilate to have the men’s legs
broken and the bodies taken away.

MEN: So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first man who
was crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other man.

WOMEN: But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already
dead, they did not break his legs.

CONGREGATION: Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with
a spear. Immediately blood and water came out.

MEN: The one who saw it has testified, and his testimony is true. He
knows that he is telling the truth, so that you also may believe.

WOMEN: Indeed, these things happened so that the Scripture
would be fulfilled, “Not one of his bones will be broken.” Again
another Scripture says, “They will look at the one they pierced.”

MINISTER: When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arima-
thaea, named Joseph, who was also a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for
fear of the Jews. Joseph of Arimathaea, a prominent member of the
council, was a good and righteous man. He had not agreed with their
plan and action. He was looking forward to the kingdom of God. He
boldly went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.
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CONGREGATION: Pilate was surprised that Jesus was already
dead. He summoned the centurion and asked him if Jesus had
been dead for a long time. When he learned from the centurion
that it was so, he granted the body to Joseph.

MEN: Joseph bought a linen cloth, came, and took Jesus’ body
away.

WOMEN: Nicodemus, who earlier had come to Jesus at night, also
came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-two
pounds.

CONGREGATION: They took Jesus’ body and bound it with
linen strips along with the spices, in accord with Jewish burial
customs.

MINISTER: There was a garden at the place where Jesus was cruci-
fied. And in the garden was a new tomb in which no one had ever
been laid.

MEN: So they laid Jesus there, because it was the Jewish Prepara-
tion Day, and the tomb was near.

WOMEN: Joseph took the body and laid it in his own new tomb
that he had cut in the rock. He rolled a large stone over the
tomb’s entrance and left.

CONGREGATION: The women who had come with Jesus from
Galilee followed after Joseph, and they observed the tomb and
how Jesus’ body was laid there.

WOMEN: Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses were
watching where the body was laid. Then they returned and pre-
pared spices and perfumes. On the Sabbath they rested according
to the commandment.

MINISTER: On the next day, which was the day after the Preparation
Day, the chief priests and Pharisees gathered in the presence of Pilate
and said, “Sir, we remembered what that deceiver said while he was
still alive: ‘After three days I will rise again.” So give a command that
the tomb be made secure until the third day. Otherwise his disciples
might steal his body and tell the people, ‘He is risen from the dead.’
And this last deception will be worse than the first.”

MEN: Pilate said to them, “You have a guard. Go, make it as
secure as you know how.”

CONGREGATION: So they went and made the tomb secure by
sealing the stone and posting a guard.
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HYMN: #425:3 “Go to Dark Gethsemane”

J Calv’ry’s mournful mountain climb;
there, adoring at his feet,
mark that miracle of time,
God’s own sacrifice complete.
“It is finished!” hear him cry;
learn from Jesus Christ to die.

OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Holy Communion, will be celebrated in today’s service. The Bible
teaches us that Jesus offers us his body and blood for the forgiveness of
our sins in the Lord’s Supper. The Bible also instructs us that receiving the
Lord’s Supper together is a public expression of our complete “oneness,”
or unity of faith.

Because the Lord’s Supper is an expression of our unity in faith, we
invite to the Lord’s Supper only those who have expressed that unity with us
through membership in our congregation or one of our sister congregations
in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), or our sister church
body, the ELS.

If you are a guest from another Christian church, we kindly ask that
you simply refrain from participation in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper
today. We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of
declaring your agreement with our beliefs before you have had a chance to
learn more.

THE HOLY SACRAMENT

M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
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M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give him thanks and praise.

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he
has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He made his Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for
the sins of the whole world.

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our
God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne
and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever
and ever.

The Words of Institution

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: & Amen.

44 O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin
of the world; have mercy on us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take
away the sin of the world grant us your peace. Amen.

HYMN during Communion: # 434 “Upon the Cross Extended”

J Upon the cross extended, see, world, your Lord suspended;
your Savior yields his breath.
The Prince of life from heaven himself has freely given
to shame and blows and bitter death.

Who is it, Lord, that bruised you?

Who has so sore abused you and caused you all your woe?
We all must make confession of sin and dire transgression,
while you no ways of evil know.

I caused your grief and sighing by evils multiplying
as countless as the sands,

I caused the woes unnumbered

with which your soul is cumbered,

your sorrows raised by wicked hands.
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Your soul in griefs unbounded,

your head with thorns surrounded, you died to ransom me.

The cross for me enduring, the crown for me securing,
you healed my wounds and set me free.

Your cross I place before me, its saving pow’r restore me,
sustain me in the test. It will, when life is ending,
be guiding and attending my way to your eternal rest.

Prayer of Thanks

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony
with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: JJ Amen. Amen. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: # 522:1,3,4 “Beautiful Savior”

7 Beautiful Savior, King of creation,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I’d love thee, truly I’d serve thee,
light of my soul, my joy, my crown.

Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight,
bright the sparkling stars on high;

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer
than all the angels in the sky.

Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations,
Son of God and Son of Man!

Glory and honor, praise, adoration
now and forevermore be thine!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

FLOWERS for today’s service were given to the glory of
God by the Lyons in thanksgiving for the Lord’s blessings.

PRAYERS: Remember to pray for: Shawn Lozano,
John Velasques, little Elias, Dennis Douglas, Bob Ward,
George Caravana, Doris Scheuffele, Molly Webb (and
brother, Jim), Helen Marten, Doug Ward, Kathy Jones,
Art Amarillas, Linda Hill & Christina, Roberta Gowin,
Melinda Brown, Alice Taubman, Monica, Louise Perry,
Rylan Downs, Sam Daugherty, Jeff Brown, and Aaron
Taubman.

EASTER BRUNCHEON: After our Easter worship next
Sunday we will be joining in a fellowship meal. Ham is
being provided for all, so if you wouldn’t mind bringing
supporting side dishes and desserts, we should end up
with a nice spread.

THIS WEEK

Thursday Maundy Thursday Communion Service, 7 p.m.
Friday  Good Friday Tenebrae Service, 7:00 p.m.
Sunday  Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.

Worship, 10:00 a.m.
Brunch and Egg Hunt - after service
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