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S ar of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

  

4465 South Blosser Road 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 

                      Office:  805-937-0339 
www.starlutheran.org 
Pastor Michael Foley 

 

               Worship Service 
 

Sunday,  April 23, 2023   10:00 a.m. 
   

  The Third Sunday of EASTER 
 

Theme of the day:  The certain hope of eternal life with God is founded  
  on the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  God had carried this hope  
  in his Word through the ages.  How did the disciples fail to anticipate  
  the resurrection?  How did the people of his day fail to see the Messiah  
  God had promised?  They let their wants and cultural expectations color  
  their view of Scripture, and hope was lost.  But God restored hope by  
  raising Jesus and pointing his people back to his promises. 

WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you 
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are  
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking 
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the 
close of this worship service or at your convenience.   
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you 
need to step out with your children, the service can be 
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area. 
Feel free to enter and return at any time.  
 

 
OUR MISSION 

    Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING           
 OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully  
 preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and  
 administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by  
 Christ. 
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OPENING HYMN:  # 445   “He’s Risen, He’s Risen” 
 
  ♫  He’s risen, he’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord; 

 he opened death’s prison, the incarnate Word. 
Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song 
 and earth, sea, and mountain the praises prolong. 
 
The foe was triumphant when on Calvary 
 the Lord of creation was nailed to the tree. 
In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer, 
 for Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear. 
 
But short was their triumph; the Savior arose, 
 and death, hell, and Satan he vanquished, his foes. 
The conquering Lord lifts his banner on high; 
 he lives, yes, he lives, and will nevermore die. 
 
O, where is your sting, death?  We fear you no more; 
 Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door. 
For all our transgressions his blood does atone; 
 redeemed and forgiven, we now are his own. 

 
  Please stand for last verse: 

 
Then sing your hosannas and raise your glad voice; 
 proclaim the blest tidings that all may rejoice. 
Laud, honor, and praise to the Lamb that was slain, 
 with Father and Spirit he ever shall reign. 

 
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and  
       the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation:  And also with you. (spoken)  
 
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love 

and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him 
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us  
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from    
birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do    
not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing 
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the per-
fect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has re-
moved your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God 
give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

M: O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen 
world from the despair of death.  By his resurrection to life, grant 
your faithful people gladness of heart and the hope of eternal joys; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: ♫ Amen. 
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FIRST LESSON:  Acts 2:14a,32-41 
 

14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and 
spoke loudly and clearly to them:  

32“This Jesus is the one God has raised up. We are all witnesses 
of that. 33So, after he was exalted to the right hand of God and after 
he received the promised Holy Spirit from the Father, he poured 
out what you are now seeing and hearing.  

34“For David did not ascend into heaven, and yet he says:  
The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand,  
35until I make your enemies a footstool under your feet.’  

36“Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that 
God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and 
Christ.”  

37Now when the people heard this, they were cut to the heart 
and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Gentlemen, brothers, 
what should we do?”  

38Peter answered them, “Repent and be baptized, every one of 
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is 
for you and for your children and for all who are far away, as 
many as the Lord our God will call.”  

40He testified solemnly with many other words and was appeal-
ing to them, saying, “Escape from this crooked generation.”  

41Those who accepted his message were baptized, and that day 
about three thousand people were added.  

 
 
PSALM OF THE DAY:  Psalm 116 
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I love the LORD, for he heard my voice;* 
he heard my cry for mercy. 
 
Because he turned his ear to me,* 
I will call on him as long as I live. 
 
The LORD is gracious and righteous;* 
when I was in great need, he saved me. 
 
Refrain 
 
For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death,* 
my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 
 
How can I repay the LORD* 
for all his goodness to me? 
 
I will lift up the cup of salvation* 
and call on the name of the LORD. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 

 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
M: Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
      Were not our hearts burning within us while he was speaking to us  
       along the road and while he was explaining the Scriptures to us?   
       Alleluia.    (Luke 24:32) 
 
C: ♫ Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!   These words are written  
           that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.   
          Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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SECOND LESSON:  1 Peter 1:17-21 
 

17If you call on the Father who judges impartially, according to 
the work of each person, conduct yourselves during the time of 
your pilgrimage in reverence, 18because you know that you were 
redeemed from your empty way of life handed down to you from 
your forefathers, not with things that pass away, such as silver or 
gold, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, like a lamb without 
blemish or spot. 20He was chosen before the foundation of the 
world but revealed in these last times for your sake. 21Through him 
you are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave 
him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 
 
HYMN:  # 459   “Christ the Lord Is Risen Again”   
  ♫  Christ the Lord is ris’n again; 

 Christ has broken death’s strong chain. 
Hark, the angels shout for joy, 
 singing evermore on high:  Hallelujah! 
 
He who gave for us his life, 
 who for us endured the strife, 
 is our Paschal Lamb today. 
We, too, sing for joy and say:  Hallelujah! 
 
He who bore all pain and loss 
 comfortless upon the cross 
 lives in glory now on high, 
 pleads for us, and hears our cry:  Hallelujah! 
 
He whose path no records tell 
 has descended into hell; 
 he the strong man armed has bound 
 and in highest heav’n is crowned.  Hallelujah! 
 
He who slumbered in the grave 
 is exalted now to save; 
 now through Christendom it rings 
 that the Lamb is King of kings.  Hallelujah! 
 
Now he bids us tell abroad  
 how the lost may be restored, 
 how the penitent forgiv’n, 
 how we, too, may enter heav’n.  Hallelujah! 
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SERMON:  Luke 24:13-35 
 
 
13Now, on that same day, two of them were going to a village 
named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14They were 
talking with each other about all of these things that had happened. 
15While they were talking and discussing this, Jesus himself ap-
proached and began to walk along with them. 16But their eyes were 
kept from recognizing him. 17He said to them, “What are you talk-
ing about as you walk along?” Saddened, they stopped.   
18One of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only 
visitor in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have hap-
pened there in these days?”  

19“What things?” he asked them.  
They replied, “The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man 

who was a prophet, mighty in deed and word before God and all 
the people. 20The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to 
be condemned to death. And they crucified him. 21But we were 
hoping that he was going to redeem Israel. Not only that, but be-
sides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened. 
22Also some women of our group amazed us. They were at the tomb 
early in the morning. 23When they did not find his body, they came 
back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said 
that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us went to the 
tomb. They found it just as the women had said, but they did not 
see him.”  

25He said to them, “How foolish you are and slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26Did not the Christ have 
to suffer these things and to enter his glory?” 27Then beginning 
with Moses and all the prophets, he explained to them what was 
said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.  

28As they approached the village where they were going, he act-
ed as if he were going to travel farther. 29But they urged him 
strongly, saying, “Stay with us, since it is almost evening, and the 
day is almost over.”  So he went in to stay with them.  

30When he reclined at the table with them, he took the bread, 
blessed it, broke it, and began giving it to them. 31Suddenly their 
eyes were opened, and they recognized him. Then he vanished from 
their sight. 32They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burn-
ing within us while he was speaking to us along the road and while 
he was explaining the Scriptures to us?” 33They got up that very 
hour and returned to Jerusalem. They found the Eleven and those 
who were with them assembled together. 
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34They were saying, “The Lord really has been raised! He has ap-

peared to Simon.” 35They themselves described what had happened 
along the road, and how they recognized him when he broke the 
bread.  
 

 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 
     The third day he rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
     From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit; 

the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 
HYMN:  # 512:1,4,5,6   “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”  
♫  All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name!  Let angels prostrate fall;  
      Bring forth the royal diadem  and crown him Lord of all. 
     Bring forth the royal diadem  and crown him Lord of all. 

 
Ye Gentile sinners, ne’er forget  the wormwood and the gall, 
 go, spread your trophies at his feet  and crown him Lord of all. 
Go, spread your trophies at his feet  and crown him Lord of all. 
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Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe  on this terrestrial ball 
 to him all majesty ascribe  and crown him Lord of all. 
To him all majesty ascribe  and crown him Lord of all. 
 
Oh, that with yonder sacred throng  we at his feet may fall! 
We’ll join the everlasting song  and crown him Lord of all. 
We’ll join the everlasting song  and crown him Lord of all. 

  
 
OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-

dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  
       Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

C: ♫ Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN:  # 924   “Abide, O Dearest Jesus” 
 

 ♫  Abide, O dearest Jesus,   among us with your grace 
 that Satan may not harm us   nor we to sin give place. 
 
Abide, O dear Redeemer,   among us with your Word 
 and thus now and hereafter   true peace and joy afford. 
 
Abide with heav’nly brightness   among us, precious Light; 
 your truth direct and keep us   from error’s gloomy night. 
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Abide with richest blessings   among us, bounteous Lord; 
 let us in grace and wisdom   grow daily through your Word. 
 
Abide with your protection   among us, Lord, our strength, 
 lest world and Satan fell us   and overcome at length. 
 
Abide, O faithful Savior,   among us with your love; 
 grant steadfastness and help us  to reach our home above. 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God by Ryan Moore 
  in remembrance of his mother’s birthday. 
 

PRAYER CHAIN:  If you have something for which you would  
    like us to be praying or would like to be included in the prayer   
    chain, please let Ryan (thecamoores@gmail.com) or Pastor  
    Foley (revmikefoley@gmail.com) know.  Requests from prayer  
    chain will also be included in the bulletin. 
 

PRAYERS:  Remember to pray for: Shawn Lozano, John   
  Velasques, little Elias, Dennis Douglas, Bob Ward, George  
  Caravana, Doris Scheuffele, Molly Webb (and brother, Jim),  
  Helen Marten, Doug Ward, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas,  
  Roberta Gowin, Melinda Brown, Alice Taubman, Monica,  
  Louise Perry, Rylan Downs, Sam Daugherty, Jeff Brown,  
  Aaron Taubman, and Judy Washburn. 
 

“Hi, We’re Your Neighbors at Star”- Big, fun, promotional,  
    fellowship, outreach day at Waller Park, Saturday, August   
    19th.  Start thinking about it now.  
 
THIS WEEK 
 

  Tuesday ESL (English as a Second Language), 6:00 p.m. 
 Thursday NO Bible Class or ESL 
     Sunday Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. 
    Worship, 10:00 a.m. 
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    “Were not our hearts burning within us 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   while he was speaking to us along the road and   
    while he was explaining the Scriptures to us?”  

www.starlutheran.org 



   

 



   

 



   

 



   

 


