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S ar of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

  

4465 South Blosser Road 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 

                      Office:  805-937-0339 
www.starlutheran.org 
Pastor Michael Foley 

     
         Worship Service 

 
Sunday,  June 11, 2023   10:00 a.m. 

   
 

  The Second Sunday after PENTECOST 
 
Theme of the day:  God desires mercy, not sacrifice.  Only his mercy   
  can explain his calling of us to be his people.  We then practice God- 
  pleasing mercy when we see our own lost condition and rejoice that  
  the Son of God has condescended to suffer for our salvation.  That  
  makes us want to reach others with God’s amazing mercy and grace.  

WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you 
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are  
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking 
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the 
close of this worship service or at your convenience.   
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you 
need to step out with your children, the service can be 
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area. 
Feel free to enter and return at any time.  
 

 
OUR MISSION 

    Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING           
 OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully  
 preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and  
 administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by  
 Christ. 
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The Service of the Word     
 
OPENING HYMN:  # 914   “Christ Is Our Cornerstone”     
 
  ♫  Christ is our cornerstone,  on him alone we build; 

 with his true saints alone  the courts of heav’n are filled. 
On his great love  our hopes we place 
 of present grace  and joys above. 
 
Here may we gain from heav’n  the grace which we implore, 
and may that grace, once giv’n,  be with us evermore 
 until that day  when all the blest 
 to endless rest  are called away! 

 
  Please stand for last verse: 
 

Oh, then, with hymns of praise  
 these hallowed courts shall ring; 
 our voices we will raise  the Three in One to sing 
 and thus proclaim  in joyful song, 
 both loud and long,  that glorious name. 
  

 
 
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and  
       the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
 

Congregation:  And also with you. (spoken)  
 

 
 
 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and 
serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and de-
serve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our 
sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 
 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  
       In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve  
       to be called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I  
       pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  
       Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the per-

fect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has re-
moved your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God 
give you strength to live according to his will. 

C:  Amen. 
 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

M:  Almighty and merciful God, you sent your Son, Jesus Christ, to  
      seek and to save the lost.  Graciously open our ears and our hearts  
      to hear his call and follow him by faith that we may feast with him  
      forever in his kingdom; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  
      who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now  
      and forever. 
 
 

C: ♫  Amen. 
   Please be seated. 
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FIRST LESSON:  Exodus 3:1-15 
 

Now Moses was shepherding the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, 
a priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the wilder-
ness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2The Angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in blazing fire from within a bush. Moses 
saw that the bush was on fire, but the bush was not burning up. 3So 
he said, “I will go over and look at this amazing sight—to find out 
why the bush is not burning up.”  

4When the Lord saw that Moses had gone over to take a look, 
God called to him from the middle of the bush and said, “Moses! 
Moses!”  

Moses said, “I am here.”  
5The Lord said, “Do not come any closer. Take your sandals 

off your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.” 
6He then said, “I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”  

Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.  
7The Lord said, “I have certainly seen the misery of my people 

in Egypt, and I have heard their cry for help because of their slave 
drivers. Yes, I am aware of their suffering. 8So I have come down 
to deliver them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them 
up out of that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing 
with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, 
the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9Now 
indeed, the Israelites’ cry for help has come to me. Yes, I have seen 
how the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10Come now, I will send 
you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.”  

11But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Phar-
aoh, and that I should bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”  

12So he said, “I will certainly be with you. This will be the sign 
to you that I have sent you: When you have brought the people out 
of Egypt, you will serve God on this mountain.”  

13But Moses said to God, “If I go to the Israelites and say to 
them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask 
me, ‘What is his name?’ what should I say to them?”  

14So God replied to Moses, “I am who I am.” He also said, “You 
will say this to the Israelites: I am has sent me to you.”  

15God also told Moses, “Say this to the Israelites: ‘The Lord, 
the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you. This is my name forev-
er, and this is how I am to be remembered from generation to gen-
eration.’  
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PSALM OF THE DAY:  Psalm 119c 

Oh, how I love your law!* 
I meditate on it all day long. 
 
I have more insight than all my teachers,* 
for I meditate on your statutes. 
 
I have more understanding than the elders,* 
for I obey your precepts. 
 
Refrain 
 
I have kept my feet from every evil path* 
so that I might obey your Word. 
 
I have not departed from your laws,* 
for you yourself have taught me. 
 
How sweet are your words to my taste,* 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
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M: Alleluia.  Alleluia.  The healthy do not need a physician, but the 
sick do.  I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.  Alleluia! 

                                                                                     (Matthew 9:12,13) 
 

C:  ♫  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
  These words are written that we may believe  
   that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.   
  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 
 

GOSPEL LESSON:  Matthew 9:9-13 
 

9As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew 
sitting in the tax collector’s booth. He said to him, “Follow me.” 
Matthew got up and followed him.  

10As Jesus was reclining at the table in Matthew’s house, many 
tax collectors and sinners were actually there too, eating with Jesus 
and his disciples. 11When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his 
disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sin-
ners?”  

12When Jesus heard this, he said to them, “The healthy do not 
need a physician, but the sick do. 13Go and learn what this means: 
‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ In fact, I did not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners.” 

 
 

HYMN:  # 614   “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”  
 
 ♫   Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

 in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
 most blessed, most glorious, O Ancient of Days, 
 almighty, victorious, your great name we praise! 
 
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
 not wanting nor wasting, you rule in your might —  
 your justice like mountains high soaring above 
 your clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 
All life you engender in great and in small, 
 of all life befriender, the true Life of all. 
We blossom and flourish in richness and range; 
 we wither and perish, but you never change. 
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       Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
 your angels adore you, all veiling their sight. 
Our praises we render;  O lead us to see 
 the light of your splendor, your love’s majesty!  

 

 
 
SERMON:  1 Timothy 1:12-17 
 
12I give thanks to the one who empowered me, namely, Christ Jesus 
our Lord, that he treated me as trustworthy, appointing me into his 
ministry. 13He did this even though formerly I was a blasphemer, a 
persecutor, and a violent man. But I was shown mercy, because I 
acted ignorantly in unbelief. 14The grace of our Lord overflowed on 
me along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15This 
saying is trustworthy and worthy of full acceptance: “Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners,” of whom I am the worst. 
16But I was shown mercy for this reason: that in me, the worst sin-
ner, Christ Jesus might demonstrate his unlimited patience as an 
example for those who are going to believe in him, resulting in eter-
nal life. 17Now to the King eternal, to the immortal, invisible, only 
God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Please stand. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 
     The third day he rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
     From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit; 
     the holy Christian Church,  the communion of saints; 
     the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN:  # 578:1,4,5   “Chief of Sinners Though I Be”  
 
  ♫  Chief of sinners though I be,  Jesus shed his blood for me, 

 died that I might live on high,  lives that I might never die. 
As the branch is to the vine,  I am his and he is mine! 
 
Chief of sinners though I be,  Christ is all in all to me; 
 all my wants to him are known,  all my sorrows are his own. 
Safe with him in earthly strife,  I await the heav’nly life. 
 
Strengthen me, O gracious Lord,  by your Spirit and your Word. 
When my wayward heart would stray,  
 keep me in the narrow way; 
 grace in time of need supply  while I live and when I die. 

 
   

OFFERING 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-

dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  
      Live in harmony with one another.  
      Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

C: ♫ Amen. Amen. Amen. 
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HYMN:  # 896   “Dear Lord, to Your True Servants Give” 
 
  ♫  Dear Lord, to your true servants give 

 the grace to you alone to live. 
Set free from sin to serve you, Lord, 
 they go to share your living Word, 
 the gospel message to proclaim 
 that all may know your saving name. 
 
They gladly go at your command 
 to spread your Word o’er sea and land. 
Be with them, Lord, and make them strong 
 to heal sin’s ills, to right the wrong. 
Your rule is over wind and wave, 
 and mighty is your arm to save. 
 
When all their labor seems in vain, 
  revive their sinking hopes again; 
  and when success crowns what they do, 
 O keep them humble, Lord, and true 
  until before your judgment seat 
  they lay their trophies at your feet. 
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  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

PRAYERS:  Remember to pray for: Shawn Lozano, John   
 Velasques, little Elias, Dennis Douglas, Bob Ward, George  
 Caravana, Molly Webb (and brother, Jim), Helen Marten,  
 Doug Ward, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas, Roberta Gowin,  
 Melinda Brown, Alice Taubman, Monica, Louise Perry,  
 Rylan Downs, Sam Daugherty, Jeff Brown, Aaron Taub- 
 man, Judy Washburn, and Jerry Yonke. 
 
“Hi, We’re Your Neighbors at Star”- Big, promotional,    
  fun fellowship, outreach day at Waller Park, Saturday,  
  August 19th.  Start thinking about it now.  
  
 THIS WEEK 
 

  Tuesday Circuit Meeting 
  ESL (English as a Second Language), 6:00 p.m. 
 Thursday NO Bible Class 
  ESL, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
    Sunday No Bible Class / Sunday School 
  Worship, 10:00 a.m. 

    
STAR CHURCH DIRECTORY: Please update your personal   
 information as it changes (either online or blue sheets in narthex). 
 

   To view and use the directory online, go to: 
      members.instantchurchdirectory.com 
   Follow the prompts under “Sign In” to “Create a login now.” 
 

To view and use the directory on your smartphone: 
       download the App for “Instant Church Directory” 
 

   *** You will need to use your e-mail address as listed in our  
    directory to create a log-in the first time you use the directory  
    online and via the mobile app. 
 
Good Shepherd Bible Camp:  July 9-15, grades 4-10.  See  
     Pastor Foley for more information and registration forms. 
     Or check out:  goodshepherdbiblecamp.com 
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www.starlutheran.org 


