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S ar of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

  

4465 South Blosser Road 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 

                      Office:  805-937-0339 
www.starlutheran.org 
Pastor Michael Foley 

       
           Worship Service 
 
 

Sunday,  July 9,   2023   10:00 a.m. 
 

The Sixth Sunday after  PENTECOST 
    

 
 

Theme of the day: Jesus is the only rest         
for our sin-burdened souls! 

WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you 
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are  
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking 
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the 
close of this worship service or at your convenience.   
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you 
need to step out with your children, the service can be 
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area. 
Feel free to enter and return at any time.  
 

 
OUR MISSION 

    Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING           
 OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully  
 preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and  
 administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by  
 Christ. 
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OPENING HYMN:  # 833   “I Run to Christ” 
 
 ♫   I run to Christ when chased by fear and find a refuge sure. 

“Believe in me,” his voice I hear; his words and wounds secure. 
I run to Christ when torn by grief and find abundant peace. 
“I too had tears,” he gently speaks; thus joy and sorrow meet. 
 
I run to Christ when worn by life and find my soul refreshed. 
“Come unto me,” he calls thro’ strife; fatigue gives way to rest. 
I run to Christ when vexed by hell and find a mighty arm. 
“The devil flees,” the Scriptures tell;  
 he roars but cannot harm. 
 

Please stand for last verse: 
 
I run to Christ when stalked by sin and find a sure escape. 
“Deliver me,” I cry to him; temptation yields to grace. 
I run to Christ when plagued by shame  
 and find my one defense. 
“I bore God’s wrath,” he pleads my case — 
  my advocate and friend. 

 
 
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and  
       the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation:  And also with you. (spoken)  

 
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love  
      and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and  
      deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess  
      our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 
 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  
In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve 
to be called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I 
pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect  
      life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed  
      your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you  
      strength to live according to his will. 
 

C:  Amen. 
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M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

M:  Gracious God, our heavenly Father, your mercy attends us all our  
       days.  Be our strength and support amid the wearisome changes of  
       this world, and at life’s end, grant us your promised rest and the  
       full joys of salvation; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  
       who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now  
       and forever. 
 

C: ♫ Amen.  Please be seated. 
 

FIRST LESSON:  Exodus 33:12-23 
 

12Moses said to the Lord, “Look, you yourself have been telling 
me, ‘Lead this people up,’ but you have not let me know whom you 
will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and 
you have also found favor in my sight.’ 13So now if I have found 
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favor in your sight, please show me your ways, so that I may know 
you, so that I may find favor in your sight. Consider that this na-
tion is your people.”  

14The Lord said, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give 
you rest.”  

15Moses said to him, “If your Presence is not going to go with 
me, do not send us up from here. 16After all, how would people 
know that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people? Is-
n’t it in this way: that you go with us, so that we are distinguished, 
I and your people, from all the people who are on the face of the 
earth?”  

17The Lord said to Moses, “I will also do this thing that you 
have said, for you have found favor in my sight, and I know you by 
name.”  

18Then Moses said, “Please show me your glory.”  
19The Lord said, “I will make all my goodness pass in front of 

you, and I will proclaim the name of the Lord in your presence. I 
will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will show mercy 
to whom I will show mercy.” 20He said, “You cannot see my face, 
for no human may see me and live.”  

21The Lord also said, “Look, there is a place next to me, where 
you shall stand on the rock. 22It will happen that, while my glory 
passes by, I will put you in a crevice in the rock. I will cover you 
with my hand until I have passed by. 23Then I will take away my 
hand, and you will see my back. But my face will not be seen.”  
 
 
 
Psalm of the Day:   Psalm 62 
 

 
 

My soul finds rest in God alone;* 
my salvation comes from him. 
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He alone is my rock and my salvation;* 
he is my fortress, I will never be shaken. 
 
Find rest, O my soul, in God alone;* 
my hope comes from him. 
 
Refrain 
 
Though your riches increase,* 
do not set your heart on them. 
 
My salvation and my honor depend on God;* 
he is my mighty rock, my refuge. 
 
Trust in him at all times, O people;* 
pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
 
 
 

 
 
Verse of the Day: 
 
 

M: Alleluia.  “Come to me all you who are weary and burdened, and I 
will give you rest.”  Alleluia.     (Matthew 11:28) 

 
 
  

C: ♫  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
                These words are written  
                 that we may believe 
                 that Jesus is the Christ,  
                 the Son of God. 
    Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
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GOSPEL LESSON:  Matthew 11:25-30 
 

25At that time, Jesus continued, “I praise you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from clever 
and learned people and have revealed them to little children. 26Yes, 
Father, because this was pleasing to you. 27Everything has been en-
trusted to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Fa-
ther, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 
whom the Son wants to reveal him.  

28“Come to me all you who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, be-
cause I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. 30For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  
  
 

 

HYMN:  # 706   “Come unto Me, Ye Weary”   
 

  ♫  “Come unto me, ye weary,  and I will give you rest.” 
O blessed voice of Jesus,  which comes to hearts oppressed! 
It tells of benediction,  of pardon, grace, and peace, 
 of joy that has no ending,  of love that cannot cease. 
 
“Come unto me, ye wand’rers,  and I will give you light.” 
O loving voice of Jesus,  which comes to cheer the night! 
Our hearts were filled with sadness,  and we had lost our way, 
 but thou hast brought us gladness  and songs at break of day. 
 
“Come unto me, ye fainting,  and I will give you life.” 
O cheering voice of Jesus,  which comes to aid our strife! 
The foe is stern and eager,  the fight is fierce and long, 
 but thou hast made us mighty  and stronger than the strong. 

 
“And whosoever cometh,   I will not cast him out.” 
O patient love of Jesus,  which drives away our doubt, 
 which, though we be unworthy  of love so great and free, 
 invites us very sinners  to come, dear Lord, to thee! 

 
 

 
SERMON:  Romans 7:15-25 
 
        15For I do not understand what I am doing, because I do not 
keep doing what I want. Instead, I do what I hate.  
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16And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 
17But now it is no longer I who am doing it, but it is sin living in me. 
18Indeed, I know that good does not live in me, that is, in my sinful 
flesh. The desire to do good is present with me, but I am not able to 
carry it out. 19So I fail to do the good I want to do. Instead, the evil 
I do not want to do, that is what I keep doing. 20Now if I do what I 
do not want to do, it is no longer I who am doing it, but it is sin liv-
ing in me.  

21So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is pre-
sent with me. 22I certainly delight in God’s law according to my in-
ner self, 23but I see a different law at work in my members, waging 
war against the law of my mind and taking me captive to the law of 
sin, which is present in my members. 24What a miserable wretch I 
am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25I thank God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord!     

 

 
 
 
  

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
                   maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell.   
     The third day he rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
     From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit; 

the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN:  # 814   “Just as I Am, without One Plea” 
 
      ♫  Just as I am, without one plea  
        but that thy blood was shed for me 

 and that thou bidd’st me come to thee,  
  O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Just as I am and waiting not  
 to rid my soul of one dark blot, 
 to thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot,  
 O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Just as I am, though tossed about  
 with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
 fightings and fears within, without,  
  O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind;  
 sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
 yea, all I need, in thee to find,  
  O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
Just as I am, thou wilt receive,  
 wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
 because thy promise I believe,  
  O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Just as I am; thy love unknown  
 has broken ev’ry barrier down. 
 now to be thine, yea, thine alone,  
  O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

OFFERING 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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M:    Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  
         Live in harmony with one another.  
         Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C:   ♫  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 
 

 
 
CLOSING HYMN:  # 847   “Be Still, My Soul”  
 
 ♫   Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side; 

 bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 
 leave to your God to order and provide; 
 in ev’ry change he faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul; your best, your heav’nly friend 
 through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 
 
Be still, my soul; your God will undertake 
 to guide the future as he has the past. 
 your hope, your confidence, let nothing shake; 
 all now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know 
 his voice who ruled them while he lived below. 
 
Be still, my soul, when dearest friends depart 
 and all is darkened in the vale of tears, 
 then you will better know his love, his heart, 
 who comes to soothe your sorrows and your fears. 
Be still, my soul; your Jesus can repay 
 from his own fullness all he takes away. 
 
Be still, my soul; the hour is hast’ning on 
 when we shall be forever with the Lord, 
 when disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 
 sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored. 
Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past, 
 all safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

PRAYERS:  Remember to pray for: Shawn Lozano, John   
 Velasques, little Elias, Dennis Douglas, Bob Ward, George  
 Caravana, Molly Webb (and brother, Jim), Helen Marten,  
 Doug Ward, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas, Roberta Gowin,  
 Melinda Brown, Alice Taubman, Monica, Louise Perry,  
 Rylan Downs, Sam Daugherty, Jeff Brown, Aaron Taub- 
 man, Judy Washburn, and Jerry Yonke. 
 
“Hi, We’re Your Neighbors at Star”- Big, promotional,    
  fun fellowship, outreach day at Waller Park, Saturday,  
  August 19th.  Start thinking about it now.    
 
 

 THIS WEEK 
 

  Tuesday ESL (English as a Second Language), 6:00 p.m. 
 Thursday Bible Class, 10:00 a.m.     
  ESL, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
    Sunday Bible Class & Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. 
  Worship with Holy Communion, 10:00 a.m.   
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