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S ar of

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

  

4465 South Blosser Road 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 

                      Office:  805-937-0339 
www.starlutheran.org 
Pastor Michael Foley 

       
Worship Service 

 
Sunday,   September 17, 2023   10:00 a.m. 

 
Sixteenth Sunday after  PENTECOST 

   
Theme of the day:  God tells his Church to model our forgiveness on  
   his: a boundless, free, and loving forgiveness based on the sacrifice  
   of Christ.  How could our sinful hearts ever forgive like that?  It is  
  God’s forgiveness that moves us to forgive.  It is our forgiveness that  
  shows gratitude and a reflection of God’s grace in us. 

WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you 
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are  
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking 
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the 
close of this worship service or at your convenience.   
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you 
need to step out with your children, the service can be 
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area. 
Feel free to enter and return at any time.  
 

 
OUR MISSION 

    Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING           
 OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully  
 preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and  
 administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by  
 Christ. 
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OPENING HYMN:  # 808   “Drawn to the Cross”       
 
  ♫  Drawn to the cross, which you have blessed  
        with healing gifts for souls distressed, 

 to find in you my life, my rest,  
 Christ crucified, I come. 
 
How well you know my griefs and fears,  
 your grace abused, my misspent years; 
 so now to you with contrite tears,  
 Christ crucified, I come. 
 
Wash me and take away each stain;  
 let nothing of my sin remain. 
For cleansing through your cross and pain,  
 Christ crucified, I come. 

 
  Please stand for last verse: 
 

To pledge my labor willingly,  
 which shall so sweet a service be 
 that angels well might envy me,  
 Christ crucified, I come. 

 

 
Minister:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and  
     the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
 

Congregation:  And also with you. (spoken)  
 

 
 
 
 

M:  God invites us to come into his presence to worship him with     
       humble and penitent hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our        
       sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 
 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful,  
      and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and      
      actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.   
      For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.   
      But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior     
      Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given  
      his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore,  
      as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all  
      your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy  
      Spirit.   
 

C: Amen. 
 
M:  For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts  
       with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.    

C:  ♫  Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your  
      love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan  
      and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.  
 

C:  ♫  Christ, have mercy. 
 
M:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for  
       those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O  
       Lord.   
 

C:  ♫  Lord,  have mercy. 
 
M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power     
      and keep us in your tender care: 
 

C:  ♫  Amen. 
 
 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy  
      of praise. 
 
♫  O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 
     Almighty God, merciful Father,  
         you crown our life with your love. 
        You take away our sin; you comfort our spirit;  
          you make us pure and holy in your sight. 

You did not spare your only Son, but gave him up for us all. 
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.  
O Son of God, eternal Word of the Father,  
         you came to live with us;  

you made your Father known;  
you washed us from our sins in your own blood. 
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You are the King of glory; you are the Lord! 
O Lord, our Lord,  
    how glorious is your name in all the earth. 
 
 

M: Lord God, heavenly Father, you graciously forgive us all our sins 
and abundantly provide for all our needs of body and soul.  Give us 
confidence in your mercy, and teach us also to be merciful to our 
neighbor, that we willingly forgive all people, and judging only our-
selves, lead blessed lives to your glory; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

 

C:  ♫  Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
 

FIRST LESSON:  Ephesians 4:29-5:2 
 
29Do not let any unwholesome talk come from your mouths. Say on-
ly what is beneficial when there is a need to build up others, so that 
it will be a blessing to those who hear. 30Do not grieve the Holy Spir-
it of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 
31Get rid of every kind of bitterness, rage, anger, quarreling, and 
slander, along with every kind of malice. 32Instead, be kind and 
compassionate to one another, forgiving one another, just as God in 
Christ has forgiven us.  
5 Therefore, be imitators of God as his dearly loved children. 2And 
walk in love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, as a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.  

  
 
PSALM of the Day:   Psalm 103 
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Praise the LORD, O my soul;* 
all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 
 
He forgives all your sins* 
and heals all your diseases; 
 
he redeems your life from the grave* 
and crowns you with love and compassion. 
 
Refrain 
 
The LORD is compassionate and gracious,* 
slow to anger, abounding in love. 
 
He does not treat us as our sins deserve* 
or repay us according to our iniquities. 
 
For as high as the heavens are above the earth,* 
so great is his love for those who fear him; 
 
as far as the east is from the west,* 
so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 
 
Refrain 
 
As a father has compassion on his children,* 
so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him; 
 
for he knows how we are formed,* 
he remembers that we are dust. 
 
Our days are like grass, like a flower of the field;* 
the wind blows over it and it is gone. 
 
But the LORD’S love is with those who fear him* 
from everlasting to everlasting. 
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain  
 
 
 

M: Alleluia.  Bear with one another and forgive each other.  Forgive, 
just as Christ forgave you.  Alleluia.    (Colossians 3:13) 

 

 C:  ♫  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
                These words are written that we may believe 
                 that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
    Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL LESSON:   Matthew 18:21-35 
 

21Then Peter came up and asked Jesus, “Lord, how many times 
must I forgive my brother when he sins against me? As many as 
seven times?”  

22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but I tell you as many as 
seventy-seven times. 23For this reason the kingdom of heaven is like 
a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24When he 
began to settle them, a man who owed him ten thousand talents 
was brought to him. 25Because the man was not able to pay the 
debt, his master ordered that he be sold, along with his wife, chil-
dren, and all that he owned to repay the debt.  

26“Then the servant fell down on his knees in front of him, say-
ing, ‘Master, be patient with me, and I will pay you everything!’ 
27The master of that servant had pity on him, released him, and 
forgave him the debt.  

28“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow 
servants who owed him one hundred denarii. He grabbed him and 
began choking him, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’  

29“So his fellow servant fell down and begged him, saying, ‘Be 
patient with me, and I will pay you back!’ 30But he refused. Instead 
he went off and threw the man into prison until he could pay back 
what he owed.  
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31“When his fellow servants saw what had happened, they were 

very distressed. They went and reported to their master everything 
that had taken place.  

32“Then his master called him in and said to him, ‘You wicked 
servant! I forgave you all that debt when you begged me to. 
33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I 
had mercy on you?’ 34His master was angry and handed him over 
to the jailers until he could pay back everything he owed.  

35“This is what my heavenly Father will also do to you unless 
each one of you forgives his brother from his heart.”  
 
 
 
 
 

HYMN:  # 844   “What God Ordains Is Always Good” 
 
  ♫   What God ordains is always good:  his will is just and holy. 

As he directs my life for me,  I follow meek and lowly. 
My God indeed  in ev’ry need   
 knows well how he will shield me;  
 to him, then, I will yield me. 
 
What God ordains is always good:  he never will deceive me; 
 he leads me in his righteous way  and never will he leave me. 
I take content  what he has sent;   
 his hand that sends me sadness  will turn my tears to gladness. 
 
What God ordains is always good:   
 though I the cup am drinking 
 which savors now of bitterness,  I take it without shrinking. 
For after grief  God grants relief,   
 my heart with comfort filling  and all my sorrow stilling. 
 
What God ordains is always good: 
 this truth remains unshaken. 
Though sorrow, need, or death be mine,  
 I shall not be forsaken. 
I fear no harm,  for with his arm 
 he will embrace and shield me;  so to my God I yield me. 
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SERMON:  Genesis 50:15-21 
 

15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they 
said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us and will pay us back in full 
for all of the evil that we did to him.”  

16They sent the following message to Joseph: “Before he died your 
father commanded us, 17‘You are to tell Joseph, “Please forgive the 
offense of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.” ’ 
Now, please forgive the offense of the servants of the God of your fa-
ther.”  

Joseph wept when they spoke to him.  
18His brothers also came and fell down in front of him, and they 

said, “See now, we are your servants.”  
19Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of 

God? 20You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to 
bring this to pass and to keep many people alive, as it is this day. 
21Now therefore, do not be afraid. I will nourish you and your little 
ones.” He comforted them and spoke to them in a kind way.  
 
 
 
NICENE CREED 

 

   We believe in one God, the father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incar-
nate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death 
and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord, the giver of life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son, Who in unity with the Father and 
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. 
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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OFFERING     
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

M: Lord God, our Maker and Preserver, we praise and thank you for 
all that you give us day after day. 

C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 
 

M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and 
to protect us from the temptations of the devil, the world, and our 
sinful nature. 

C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving 
truth at this place and everywhere. Grant them a rich measure 
of patience, wisdom, and love.  

 

M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of 
danger: sudden catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of dis-
ease. Watch over those who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep our 
loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them.  

C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those 
who are distressed, and comfort all who are old and infirm. 

 

M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high 
trust. Keep our government and schools upright and strong for the 
advancement of good citizenship and useful vocations, that we 
may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being. 

C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are 
wars, may there be peace. Where there is hatred, let it be 
healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or disaster, come with 
your almighty power to help and restore. 

 

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, 
and ask you to hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and 
minds, our time and skills, our ministries and offerings, and use 
them to your glory. 

C:  We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever 
way is pleasing in your sight. Amen.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE HOLY SACRAMENT 
M: The Lord be with you. 
 

C:   ♫  And also with you.  
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 
 

C:  ♫  We lift them up to the Lord.  
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

C: ♫  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 
M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! He sends the  
      Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen us  
      when we are weak.       

    Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our  
     God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne  
     and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever  
     and ever. 
 
    ♫  Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.  
 The whole earth is full of your glory. 

You are my God, and I will exalt you.  
I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation. 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.  
The whole earth is full of your glory. 

 

 

        Holy Communion, will be celebrated in today’s service. The Bible 
teaches us that Jesus offers us his body and blood for the forgiveness of      
our sins in the Lord’s Supper. The Bible also instructs us that receiving the 
Lord’s Supper together is a public expression of our complete “oneness,”     
or unity of faith. 
 

         Because the Lord’s Supper is an expression of our unity in faith, we 
invite to the Lord’s Supper only those who have expressed that unity with us 
through membership in our congregation or one of our sister congregations  
in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), or our sister church 
body, the ELS. 
 

          If you are a guest from another Christian church, we kindly ask that 
you simply refrain from participation in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
today. We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of    
declaring your agreement with our beliefs before you have had a chance to 
learn more. 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
 

C: ♫  Amen.    
 
 
 
 

   ♫   O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
  have mercy on us. 

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;    
 have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;   
 grant us your peace.   Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

HYMN:  # 817   “Lord, Thee I Love with All MY Heart” 

 ♫  Lord, thee I love with all my heart;  
       I pray thee ne’er from me depart, 

 with tender mercies cheer me. 
Earth has no pleasure I would share; 
 yea, heav’n itself were void and bare 
 if thou, Lord, wert not near me. 
And should my heart for sorrow break,  
 my trust in thee can nothing shake. 
Thou art the portion I have sought;  
 thy precious blood my soul has bought. 
Lord Jesus Christ, My God and Lord, my God and Lord, 
 forsake me not!  I trust thy Word. 
 
Yea, Lord, ’twas thy rich bounty gave  
 my body, soul, and all I have   in this poor life of labor. 
Lord, grant that I in ev’ry place  may glorify thy lavish grace 
 and help and serve my neighbor. 
Let no false doctrine me beguile;  let Satan not my soul defile. 
Give strength and patience unto me  
 to bear my cross and follow thee. 
Lord Jesus Christ,  my God and Lord, my God and Lord, 
 in death thy comfort still afford. 
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Lord, let at last thine angels come,  
 to Abr’ham’s bosom bear me home 
 that I may die unfearing; 
 and in its narrow chamber keep  
 my body safe in peaceful sleep   until thy reappearing. 
And then from death awaken me  
 that these mine eyes with joy may see, 
 O Son of God,  thy glorious face,  
 my Savior and my fount of grace. 
Lord Jesus Christ,  my prayer attend, my prayer attend, 
 and I will praise thee without end. 

 
 
 
 
   Please stand. 
 
     ♫  Thank the Lord and sing his praise. 
 Tell ev’ryone what he has done. 
 Let all who seek the Lord rejoice 
    and proudly bear his name. 
 He renews his promises and leads  
 his people forth in joy 
 With shouts of thanksgiving. 
  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
  
M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have 

praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes 
which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his com-
ing again, and that all who have received in his true body and 
blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a 
new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

C:  ♫   Amen. 
 

 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.   
      Live in harmony with one another.   
      Serve the Lord with gladness.        

      The Lord bless you and keep you.  
      The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
      The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

C:  ♫   Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 



14  

 

CLOSING HYMN:  # 730   “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 
 
  ♫  Blest be the tie that binds  our hearts in Christian love; 

 the fellowship of kindred minds  is like to that above. 
 
Before our Father’s throne  we pour our ardent prayers; 
 our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 
 our comforts and our cares. 
 
We share our mutual woes,  our mutual burdens bear, 
 and often for each other flows  the sympathizing tear. 
 
When here our pathways part,  we suffer bitter pain; 
 yet, one in Christ and one in heart, 
 we hope to meet again. 
 
From sorrow, toil, and pain,  and sin we shall be free 
 and perfect love and friendship reign 
 through all eternity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYERS:  Remember to pray for: Shawn Lozano, John   
 Velasques, little Elias, Dennis Douglas, Bob Ward, George  
 Caravana, Molly Webb (and brother, Jim), Helen Marten,  
 Doug Ward, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas, Roberta Gowin,  
 Melinda Brown, Alice Taubman, Monica, Louise Perry,  
 Rylan Downs, Sam Daugherty, Jeff Brown, Aaron Taub- 
 man, Judy Washburn, Jerry Yonke, and Sandy Murphy.    
 
 
 

  THIS WEEK 
 

   Tuesday  ESL (English as a Second Language), 6:00 p.m. 
  Thursday  Bible Class, 10:00 a.m.     
    ESL, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
    Sunday  Bible Class & Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. 
    Worship, 10:00 a.m.  
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1.  Do you believe that you are a sinner?  Yes, I believe it. I am a sinner. 
 

2. How do you know this?    
   From the Ten Commandments, which I have not kept.  
 

3. Are you sorry for your sins? 
  Yes, I am sorry that I have sinned against God. 
 

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins? 
  His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation.  
  See Romans 6:21, 23. 
 

5. Do you hope to be saved?   Yes, that is my hope. 
 

6. In whom then do you trust?   In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

7. Who is Christ?   The Son of God, true God and man. 
 

8. How many Gods are there? 
  Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him? 
  He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of  
   sins. 
 

10. Did the Father also die for you? 
  He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both  
   true God and true man. He died for me and shed His blood for me.  
 

11. How do you know this? 
  From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His  
   body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament.  
 

12. What are the words of institution? 
  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and  
   when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:  
   “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance  
   of Me.”  
   In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given  
   thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the  
   new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  
   This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the   
      Sacrament?   Yes, I believe it.  
 

14. What convinces you to believe this? 
  The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is  
   My blood. 

Christian Questions  
prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament 
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15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and  
  in this way receive His pledge? 
  We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His    
   blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance  
   of Me. 
 

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death? 
  First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make  
   satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do that.  
   Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them  
   as very serious.  
   Third, so we may find joy and comfort in Christ alone, and through faith  
   in Him be saved. 
 

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins? 
  His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written  
   in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.  
 

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament? 
  That I may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin,  
   and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor. 
 

19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the  
   Sacrament frequently? 
  First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his  
   own pressing need, because of which the command, encouragement, and  
   promise are given. 
 

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have  
   no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament? 
  To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should  
   touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he should  
   believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7.  
   Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in the world, and  
   remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures  
   say in John 15–16 and in 1 John 2 and 5. 
   Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his   
   lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace, within or  
   without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5;  
   Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2. 
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