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LENTEN Vespers       Lent Midweek 4 

OPENING HYMN:  # 784   “Now the Light Has Gone Away”   
 

  ♫  Now the light has gone away;  Father, listen while I pray, 
 asking you to watch and keep  and to send me quiet sleep. 
 
Jesus, Savior, wash away  all that I’ve done wrong today. 
Make me ever more like you,  good and gentle, kind and true. 
 
Let my near and dear ones be  safe with you eternally. 
O bring me and all I love  to your happy home above. 
 
Now my evening praise I give;  you once died that I might live. 
All your precious gifts are free— oh, how good you are to me! 

 
  Please stand for last verse: 

 
Ah, my best and kindest Friend,  you will love me to the end. 
Let me love you more and more,  always better than before. 
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M:  Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of evening  
       prayer. We thank you for providing all that we need for body and  
       life. Bless us who have gathered in your name. Forgive our sins.  
       Speak to our hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the comfort of your  
       Word, and receive our hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus  
       Christ, our living Savior, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
       one God, now and forever..       
  

C:   Amen. 
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M: Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us in 

time of need that we may sing your praise in holy joy now and 
forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C:   Amen. 
 
PSALM 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Why do the nations conspire* 
and the peoples plot in vain? 
 
The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers 
gather together against the LORD* 
and against his Anointed One. 
 
Refrain 
 
The One enthroned in heaven laughs;* 
the Lord scoffs at them. 
 
Then he rebukes them in his anger 
and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,* 
“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 
 
I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:* 
He said to me, “You are my Son;  
today I have become your Father.” 



 5 

 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
 
 
 
 

M: Lord keep us safe in the refuge of your anointed Son, so that when  
      the nations rage against him, we are not terrified.  You have begot- 
      ten him from eternity and have seated him on your throne in heav-  
      en.  Let us see him as he truly is, the One who lives and rules with  
      you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

C: Amen. 

 
THE PASSION HISTORY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
 

LESSON THREE 
While Jesus was still speaking, suddenly Judas (one of the 

Twelve) arrived. With him was a large crowd with lanterns, torch-
es, swords, and clubs, who came from the chief priests and elders of 
the people. Judas was leading them. 

Jesus, knowing everything that was going to happen to him, 
went out and asked them, “Who are you looking for?” 

“Jesus the Nazarene,” they replied. 
“I am he,” Jesus told them. 
Judas, the betrayer, was standing with them. When Jesus told 

them, “I am he,” they backed away and fell to the ground. 
Then Jesus asked them again, “Who are you looking for?” 
“Jesus the Nazarene,” they said. 
“I told you that I am he,” Jesus replied. “So if you are looking 

for me, let these men go.” This was to fulfill the statement he had 
spoken: “I did not lose any of those you have given me.” 

Now the betrayer had given them a sign: “The one I kiss is the 
man. Arrest him.” Immediately he went to Jesus and said, 
“Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him.   Jesus said to him, “Judas, 
are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?”  
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Then they advanced, took hold of Jesus, and arrested him. 
When those who were around him saw what was about to happen, 
they said to him, “Lord, should we strike with a sword?” Then Si-
mon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s serv-
ant, and cut off his right ear. The servant’s name was Malchus.  

But Jesus responded, “Stop! No more of this! Put your sword 
back into its place, because all who take the sword will die by the 
sword. Do you not realize that I could call on my Father, and at 
once he would provide me with more than twelve legions of angels? 
But then how would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must hap-
pen this way?” Then he touched the servant’s ear and healed him. 

At that same time Jesus said to the crowd, “Have you come out 
to arrest me with swords and clubs as if I were a robber? Day after 
day I was sitting in the temple courts teaching, and you did not ar-
rest me. But all this has happened so that the writings of the proph-
ets would be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. 

The company of soldiers, their commander, and the Jewish 
guards arrested Jesus and bound him. First they led him to Annas, 
because he was father-in-law to Caiaphas, who was the high priest 
that year. Now it was Caiaphas who had advised the Jews, “It is 
better that one man die for the people.”  

Simon Peter and another disciple kept following Jesus. That 
disciple was known to the high priest, so he went into the high 
priest’s courtyard with Jesus. But Peter stood outside by the door. 
So the other disciple, the one known to the high priest, went out 
and talked to the girl watching the door and brought Peter in. 

The servants and guards were standing around a fire of coals 
that they had made because it was cold. While they warmed them-
selves, Peter was standing with them, warming himself too. 

One of the servant girls of the high priest came there. When she 
saw Peter warming himself, she looked directly at him and said, 
“You were also with Jesus the Galilean.” 

But he denied it in front of everyone, saying, “I don’t know 
what you are talking about. Woman, I do not know him.” 

When Peter went out to the entryway, someone else saw him 
and said to those who were there, “This is one of them. This fellow 
was with Jesus of Nazareth.”  Again Peter denied it with an oath 
and said, “I do not know the man.” 

After a little while those who stood by came and said to Peter, 
“Surely you are also one of them, because even your accent gives 
you away. You are a Galilean!” 
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Then he began to curse and to swear, “I do not know this man 
you are talking about! I do not know the man!” 

At that very moment, while he was still speaking, the rooster 
crowed. The Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remem-
bered the Lord’s word, how he had said to him, “Before the rooster 
crows today you will deny me three times.” He went outside, broke 
down, and wept bitterly. 

The high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his 
teaching. 

Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I always 
taught in a synagogue or at the temple, where all the Jews gather. I 
said nothing in secret. Why are you questioning me? Ask those who 
heard what I told them. Look, they know what I said.” 

When he said this, one of the guards standing there hit Jesus in 
the face. “Is that how you answer the high priest?” he demanded. 

“If I said something wrong,” Jesus answered, “testify about what 
was wrong. But if I was right, why did you hit me?” 

The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false 
testimony against Jesus so that they could put him to death. They 
found none, even though many false witnesses came forward. Finally 
two came forward and said, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy 
the temple of God and rebuild it in three days.’” Yet even on this 
point, their testimony did not agree. 

The high priest stood up and said to him, “Have you no answer? 
What is this that these men are testifying against you?” But Jesus 
remained silent. Then the high priest said to him, “I place you under 
oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of 
God!” 

Jesus said to him, “It is as you have said. But I tell you, soon you 
will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of power and coming 
on the clouds of heaven.” 

Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has spoken 
blasphemy! Why do we need any more witnesses? See, you have just 
heard the blasphemy! What do you think?” 

They answered, “He is deserving of death!” Then some began to 
spit on him. They covered his face, struck him with their fists, and 
said, “Prophesy to us, Christ! Who hit you?” The guards also took 
him and beat him. And they went on saying many other blasphe-
mous things against him. 
 
 

HYMN:  # 400   “Sweet the Moments, Rich in Blessing”    
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  ♫  Sweet the moments, rich in blessing,  
        which before the cross we spend, 

 life and health and peace possessing  
 from the sinner’s dying friend. 
 
Here we rest in wonder, viewing  all our sins on Jesus laid; 
Here we see redemption flowing  from the sacrifice he made. 
 
Here we find the dawn of heaven  
 while upon the cross we gaze, 
 see our trespasses forgiven,  and our songs of triumph raise. 
 
Oh, that, near the cross abiding,  we may to the Savior cleave, 
 naught with him our hearts dividing,  
 all for him content to leave! 
 
Lord, in loving contemplation  fix our hearts and eyes on you 
 till we taste your full salvation  and your unveiled glory view. 

 
 
 
 

 

Luke 23:1-12 
 

     The whole group of them got up and brought him before Pilate. 
2They began to accuse him, saying, “We found this fellow mislead-
ing our nation, forbidding the payment of taxes to Caesar, and say-
ing that he himself is Christ, a king.”  

3Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”  
“It is as you say,” Jesus replied.  
4Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no basis 

for a charge against this man.”  
5But they kept insisting, “He stirs up the people, teaching all 

through Judea, beginning from Galilee all the way here.”  
6When Pilate heard this, he asked if the man was a Galilean. 

7When he learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent 
him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem during those days.  

8When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad. For a long time, he 
had wanted to see him, because he had heard many things about 
him. He hoped to see some miracle performed by him. 9He ques-
tioned him with many words, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10The 
chief priests and the experts in the law stood there, vehemently ac-
cusing him. 11Herod, along with his soldiers, treated him with con-
tempt and ridiculed him. Dressing him in bright clothing, he sent 
him back to Pilate. 12Herod and Pilate became friends with each 
other on that day. Before this they had been enemies of each other.   
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 HYMN:  # 407   “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 
 

 ♫  When I survey the wondrous cross  
        on which the Prince of glory died, 

 my richest gain I count but loss  
 and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast  
 save in the death of Christ, my God. 
 all the vain things that charm me most,  
 I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 
See, from his head, his hands, his feet,  
 sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet  
 or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine,  
 that were a tribute far too small; 
 love so amazing, so divine,  demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 
OFFERING 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your 

church in all the world, and for the strengthening of all who serve 
and worship here, we pray, O Lord: 

 

 
 

M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with  
      every stage of life, and for joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord: 
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M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring protect-  
tion, justice, learning, and health to this and every place, we pray  
to you, O Lord: 

 
 
 
 
 

M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, 
for health of body, mind, and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin 
and every form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord: 

 
 
 

 

M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us 
your good news, whose souls are now at rest in your heavenly king-
dom, we give you thanks, O Lord: 

 
 
 

M: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now com-
mend ourselves to your care. Be our shield and strength, O Lord.  

 
 
 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
      kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
      Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
      as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
      temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom  
      and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 

M:  Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works  
      come from you. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the  
      world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your com- 
      mandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies that we  
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      may live in peace and quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ  
      our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one  
      God, now and forever.        
 

C:  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN:  # 783 (vv. 2,5,6,7)    “Abide with Me” 
 
  ♫ Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 

 earth’s joys grow dim,  its glories pass away; 
 change and decay in all around I see; 
 O thou who changest not, abide with me! 
 
I need thy presence ev’ry passing hour; 
 what but thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r? 
Who like thyself my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, O, abide with me! 
 
I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless; 
 ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death’s sting?  Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still if thou abide with me. 
 
 Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes; 
  shine through the gloom and point me to the skies. 
 Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
  in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 




