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S ar of

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

  

4465 South Blosser Road 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 

                      Office:  805-937-0339 
www.starlutheran.org 
Pastor Michael Foley 

 
       

           Worship Service 
 

    Sunday,  March 17, 2024   10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Fifth Sunday in LENT 
 

Theme of the day:  The readings today tie Lent with both  
  Epiphany and Easter.  In them Jesus shows his glory as a  
  saving glory but a glory that is hidden under a blanket of  
  suffering and a veil of humiliation. 

WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you 
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are  
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking 
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the 
close of this worship service or at your convenience.   
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you 
need to step out with your children, the service can be 
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area. 
Feel free to enter and return at any time.  
 

 
OUR MISSION 

    Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING           
 OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully  
 preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and  
 administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by  
 Christ. 
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OPENING HYMN:  # 808   “Drawn to the Cross”       
 
  ♫  Drawn to the cross, which you have blessed  
        with healing gifts for souls distressed, 

 to find in you my life, my rest,  
 Christ crucified, I come. 
 
How well you know my griefs and fears,  
 your grace abused, my misspent years; 
 so now to you with contrite tears,  
 Christ crucified, I come. 
 
Wash me and take away each stain;  
 let nothing of my sin remain. 
For cleansing through your cross and pain,  
 Christ crucified, I come. 

 
  Please stand for last verse: 
 

To pledge my labor willingly,  
 which shall so sweet a service be 
 that angels well might envy me,  
 Christ crucified, I come. 

 
 
Minister:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and  
     the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
 

Congregation:  And also with you. (spoken)  
 
 
 
 

 

M:  God invites us to come into his presence to worship him with     
       humble and penitent hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our        
       sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 
C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful,  
      and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and      
      actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.   
      For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.   
      But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior     
      Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given  
      his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as  
      a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all  
      your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy  
      Spirit.   
 

C:  Amen.  
 
M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts  
      with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.   
C:  ♫  Lord, have mercy. 
 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your  
      love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan  
      and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.  
C:  ♫ Christ, have mercy. 
 

M:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for  
      those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O  
      Lord.   
C:  ♫ Lord,  have mercy. 
 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power     
      and keep us in your tender care: 
C:  ♫ Amen. 
 
M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy  
      of praise. 
  
♫ O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 

Almighty God, merciful Father,  
you crown our life with your love. 
You take away our sin; you comfort our spirit;  

you make us pure and holy in your sight. 
You did not spare your only Son, but gave him up for us all. 
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.  
O Son of God, eternal Word of the Father,  
          you came to live with us;  

you made your Father known;  
you washed us from our sins in your own blood. 

You are the King of glory; you are the Lord! 
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 
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M: Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed 

your will and bore the cross for our salvation, that through his an-
guish, pain, and death we may receive the forgiveness of sins, vic-
tory over the grave, and finally inherit eternal life; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: ♫ Amen.    
 

Please be seated. 

 
FIRST LESSION:  Hebrews 5:7-9 
 
7In the days of his flesh, he offered prayers and pleas with loud 
cries and tears to the one who was able to save him from death, and 
he was heard because of his reverence. 8Although he was the Son, 
he learned obedience from the things he suffered. 9After he was 
brought to his goal, he became the source of eternal salvation for 
everyone who obeys him. 

 
 
 

PSALM OF THE DAY:   Psalm 121 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I lift up my eyes to the hills.* 
Where does my help come from? 
 
My help comes from the LORD,* 
the maker of heaven and earth. 
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He will not let your foot slip,* 
he who watches over you will not slumber; 
 
indeed, he who watches over Israel* 
will neither slumber nor sleep. 
 
Refrain 
 
The LORD watches over you,* 
the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 
 
The LORD will keep you from all harm,* 
he will watch over your life; 
 
the LORD will watch over your coming and going* 
both now and forevermore. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 

 
 
 
GOSPEL LESSON:  John 12:20-33 
 

20Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to 
worship at the Festival. 21They came to Philip, who was from Beth-
saida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we want to see Jesus.” 22Phil-
ip went to tell Andrew. Andrew came with Philip and told Jesus.  

23Jesus answered them, “The time has come for the Son of Man 
to be glorified. 24Amen, Amen, I tell you: Unless a kernel of wheat 
falls to the ground and dies, it continues to be one kernel. But if it 
dies, it produces much grain. 25Anyone who loves his life destroys 
it. And the one who hates his life in this world will hold on to it for 
eternal life. 26If anyone serves me, let him follow me. And where I 
am, there my servant will be also. If anyone serves me, the Father 
will honor him.  
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27“Now my soul is troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save 
me from this hour’? No, this is the reason I came to this hour. 
28Father, glorify your name!”  

A voice came from heaven: “I have glorified my name, and I 
will glorify it again.”  

29The crowd standing there heard it and said it thundered. Oth-
ers said an angel talked to him. 30Jesus answered, “This voice was 
not for my sake but for yours.  

31“Now is the judgment of this world. Now the ruler of this 
world will be thrown out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate 
what kind of death he was going to die.  
 
 
 
 
HYMN:  # 800   “How Firm a Foundation” 
 
   ♫  How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord, 

 is laid for your faith in his excellent Word! 
What more can he say than to you he has said 
 to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 
 
“Fear not, I am with you. O, be not dismayed, 
 for I am your God and will still give you aid; 
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
 upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 
 
“When through the deep waters I call you to go, 
  the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow, 
  for I will be with you, your troubles to bless, 
  and sanctify to you your deepest distress. 
 
“When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, 
  my grace all-sufficient shall be your supply; 
  the flames will not hurt you; I only design 
  your dross to consume and your gold to refine. 
 
“The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose 
  I will not, I will not, desert to its foes; 
  that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 
 I’ll never, no never, no never forsake!” 
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MESSAGE:  Isaiah 43:1-7 
 

But now this is what the Lord says,  
   the Lord who created you, O Jacob,  
   the Lord who formed you, O Israel.  
 Do not be afraid, because I have redeemed you.  
 I have called you by name. You are mine.  
2When you cross through the waters, I will be with you.  
 When you cross the rivers, they will not sweep you away.  
 When you walk through fire, you will not be burned,  
   and the flame will not set you on fire.  
3Because I am the Lord your God,  
   the Holy One of Israel, your Savior,  
 I gave Egypt as your ransom,  
 Cush and Seba in exchange for you.  
4Because you are precious and honored in my eyes,  
   and I myself love you,  
 I will give people in exchange for you,  
   and peoples in exchange for your life.  
5Do not be afraid, because I am with you.  
 From the east I will bring your offspring,  
   and from the west I will gather you.  
6I will say to the north, “Give them back!”  
    and to the south, “Do not hold them.”  

       Bring my sons from far away  
         and my daughters from the end of the earth— 
         7everyone who is called by my name,  
         everyone I created for my glory,  
         everyone I formed, yes, everyone I have made.  

 
 
NICENE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one being with the Father. 
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 Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
 and became fully human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again  
           in accordance with the Scriptures. 
 He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who in unity with the Father and the Son  
 is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead  
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 

OFFERING     
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
M: Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate  
      us from sin and death by his obedient death on the cross. 
 

C:  We confess that without your love we are lost. 
M: Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By  
      your Spirit, keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of  
      our faith. 
 

C: Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter  
      what the danger or the cost. 
 

M: Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and  
      face ridicule and persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionar- 
      ies and chaplains, young people who stand up for what is right in the  
      face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all who pay a high price for  
      their faith and their values as Christians. 
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C:  By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance. 
 

M: Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and  
      the chronically ill, the depressed and the lonely, those torn by con- 
      flict in personal relationships, those victimized by war and injustice, 
      and all who face the terrors of life with a heavy heart. 
 

C: Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian  
      and friend, their comfort and hope. 
 

M: Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors;  
      physicians and nurses; social workers and caring friends; all who  
      feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, and stand beside the dying. 
 

C: Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them  
      become weary in doing good. 
 

M:  Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us    
      faithful even to the point of death, that we may receive the crown of  
      life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we  
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temp-
tation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Holy Sacrament 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 
 

C:    ♫  And also with you.  
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 
 

C:   ♫  We lift them up to the Lord.  
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

C:   ♫  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 

M:  Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he    
       has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He made his Son to be  
       the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for  
       the sins of the whole world.      
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Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our  
      God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne  
      and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever  
      and ever. 
 

   ♫   Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.  
         The whole earth is full of your glory. 

You are my God, and I will exalt you.  
I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation. 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 
The whole earth is full of your glory. 

 
The Words of Institution 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    
 

C:   ♫  Amen.    
 
♫      O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

 have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 grant us your peace.  Amen. 

  
 

 
COMMUNION HYMN:  # 575   “By Grace I’m Saved” 

 

        Holy Communion, will be celebrated in today’s service. The Bible 
teaches us that Jesus offers us his body and blood for the forgiveness of      
our sins in the Lord’s Supper. The Bible also instructs us that receiving the 
Lord’s Supper together is a public expression of our complete “oneness,”     
or unity of faith. 
 

         Because the Lord’s Supper is an expression of our unity in faith, we 
invite to the Lord’s Supper only those who have expressed that unity with us 
through membership in our congregation or one of our sister congregations  
in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), or our sister church 
body, the ELS. 
 

          If you are a guest from another Christian church, we kindly ask that 
you simply refrain from participation in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
today. We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of    
declaring your agreement with our beliefs before you have had a chance to 
learn more. 



12  

 
  ♫  By grace I’m saved, grace free and boundless;  
        my soul, believe and doubt it not. 

Why waver at this word of promise?  
Has Scripture ever falsehood taught? 
So then this word must true remain:  
 by grace you, too, shall heav’n obtain. 
 
By grace God’s Son, our only Savior,  
 came down to earth to bear our sin. 
Was it because of your own merit   
 that Jesus died your soul to win? 
No, it was grace, and grace alone,  
 that brought him from his heav’nly throne. 
 
By grace!  O mark this word of promise  
 when you are by your sins oppressed, 
 when Satan plagues your troubled conscience,  
 and when your heart is seeking rest. 
What reason cannot comprehend  
 God by his grace to you did send. 
 
By grace to timid hearts that tremble,  
 in tribulation’s furnace tried, 
 by grace, despite all fear and trouble,  
 the Father’s heart is open wide. 
Where could I help and strength secure  
 if grace were not my anchor sure? 
 
By grace!  On this I’ll rest when dying;  
 in Jesus’ promise I rejoice, 
 for though I know my heart’s condition,  
 I also know my Savior’s voice. 
My heart is glad, all grief has flown  
 since I am saved by grace alone. 
 
 
 

THANKSGIVING  -  HYMN  # 953, verses 4,5 
 

   Please stand. 
 
  ♫  You are King of glory, Christ,  Son of God, yet born of Mary, 

 for us sinners sacrificed,  on the cross our sins did carry; 
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 first to break the bars of death,  
 you have opened heav’n to faith. 

 
Holy Father, holy Son,   Holy Spirit, three we name you, 
 though in essence only one,   undivided God we claim you, 
 and, adoring, bend the knee   while we own the mystery. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have 
praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which 
have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, 
and that all who have received in his true body and blood the 
pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy 
life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

C:  ♫  Amen. 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.   
      Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with gladness.   
 

       The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

C: ♫  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 
 
 

HYMN:  # 849   “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me”  
 
  ♫  Lord, take my hand and lead me upon life’s way; 

 direct, protect, and feed me from day to day. 
Without your grace and favor I go astray; 
 so take my hand, O Savior,  and lead the way. 
 
Lord, when the tempest rages, I need not fear; 
 for you, the Rock of Ages,  are always near. 
Close by your side abiding, I fear no foe, 
 for when your hand is guiding,  in peace I go. 
 

       Lord, when the shadows lengthen and night has come, 
 I know that you will strengthen my steps toward home. 
Then nothing can impede me, O blessed Friend; 
 so take my hand and lead me  unto the end. 



14  

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1.  Do you believe that you are a sinner?  Yes, I believe it. I am a sinner. 
 

2. How do you know this?    
   From the Ten Commandments, which I have not kept. 
 

3. Are you sorry for your sins? 
  Yes, I am sorry that I have sinned against God. 
 

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins? 
  His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation.  
  See Romans 6:21, 23. 
 

5. Do you hope to be saved?   Yes, that is my hope. 
 

6. In whom then do you trust?   In my dear Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

7. Who is Christ?   The Son of God, true God and man. 
 

8. How many Gods are there? 
  Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him? 
  He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of  
   sins. 
 

10. Did the Father also die for you? 
  He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both  
   true God and true man. He died for me and shed His blood for me. 
 

11. How do you know this? 
  From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His  
   body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament. 
 

12. What are the words of institution? 
  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and  
   when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:  
   “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance  
   of Me.”  
   In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given  
   thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the  
   new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  
   This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the   
      Sacrament?   Yes, I believe it. 
 

14. What convinces you to believe this? 
  The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is  
   My blood. 

Christian Questions  
prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament 
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15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and  
  in this way receive His pledge? 
  We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His    
   blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance  
   of Me. 
 

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death? 
  First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make  
   satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do that.  
   Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them  
   as very serious.  
   Third, so we may find joy and comfort in Christ alone, and through faith  
   in Him be saved. 
 

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins? 
  His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written  
   in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5. 
 

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament? 
  That I may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin,  
   and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor. 
 

19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the  
   Sacrament frequently? 
  First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his  
   own pressing need, because of which the command, encouragement, and  
   promise are given. 
 

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have  
   no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament? 
  To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should  
   touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he should  
   believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7.  
   Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in the world, and  
   remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures  
   say in John 15–16 and in 1 John 2 and 5. 
   Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his   
   lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace, within or  
   without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5;  
   Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2. 
 
 
From Luther’s Small Catechism © 2019 Concordia Publishing House, cph.org  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYERS:  Remember to pray for: Shawn Lozano, John  
  Velasques, little Elias, Dennis Douglas, Bob Ward, George  
  Caravana, Molly Webb (and brother, Jim), Helen Marten, Doug   
  Ward, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas, Melinda Brown, Alice Taub- 
  man, Monica, Louise Perry, Rylan Downs, Jeff Brown, Aaron  
  Taubman, Judy Washburn, Marlene Washburn, Terry’s siblings  
  Linda & Carp, and Kathryn Pereira. 
 
  
THIS WEEK 
 

Tuesday ESL (English as a Second Language), 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday Lenten Worship Service, 7:00 p.m. 
 Thursday Bible Class,  10:00 a.m. 
  ESL, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
  Saturday Clean-up/Work Day, 9:00-12:00 
   Sunday Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. 
    Worship, 10:00 a.m. 
          
   

COMING UP 
 
Holy Week: 
    Passion Sunday -  March 24, 10:00 a.m. 
   Maundy Thursday - March 28, 7:00 p.m. 
    Good Friday - March 29, 7:00 p.m. 
    Easter Sunday - March 31, 10:00 a.m. 

www.starlutheran.org 


