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S ar of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

  

4465 South Blosser Road 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 

                      Office:  805-937-0339 
www.starlutheran.org 
Pastor Michael Foley 

    

           Worship Service 
 
 

       Sunday,  September 29, 2024   10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Nineteenth Sunday after PENTECOST 
 

Theme of the day:  The gifts of God are so rich and varied that the  
  devil uses that very generosity in God to stir up jealousy and envy.   
  Expect it in others; find it in yourself as well.  That weakness makes  
  it crystal clear that our need for the Savior is a constant one.  It also  
  makes clear that our struggle against our own flesh gives us much  
  more difficulty than the persecution from the world. 

                              WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you 
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are  
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking 
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the 
close of this worship service or at your convenience.   
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you 
need to step out with your children, the service can be 
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area. 
Feel free to enter and return at any time.  
 

 
                              OUR MISSION 
    Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING           
 OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully  
 preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and  
 administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by  
 Christ. 
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OPENING HYMN:  # 780   “O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright” 
 
       ♫  O Splendor of God’s glory bright, 

 from light eternal bringing light, 
 O Light, of light the fountain-spring, 
 O Day, all days illumining: 
 
Come, very Sun of truth and love, 
 pour down your radiance from above, 
 and shed the Holy Spirit’s ray 
 on all we think or do today. 
 
Teach us to work with all our might, 
 put Satan’s fierce assaults to flight; 
 turn all to good that seems most ill, 
 help us our calling to fulfill. 
 
O, joyful be the passing day, 
 our thoughts as pure as morning ray, 
 our faith like noonday’s glowing height, 
 our souls undimmed by shades of night. 

  
Please stand for last verse: 

 
All praise to God the Father be, 
 all praise to Christ eternally, 
 whom with the Spirit we adore 
 forever and forevermore. 

 
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and  
       the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation:  And also with you. (spoken)  

 
 
 

M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love  
       and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and  
       deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess  
       our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 
 
 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  
In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve 
to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me 
from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect 
       life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed  
       your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you  
       strength to live according to his will. 
 

C: Amen. 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

 

M: Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness, keep us safe from every 
evil of body and soul.  Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do 
whatever pleases you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 

C:  ♫ Amen.         
 

                       Please be seated. 
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FIRST LESSON:  James 4:7-12 
 

7So, submit yourselves to God. Resist the Devil, and he will flee 
from you. 8Come near to God, and he will come near to you. 
Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you dou-
ble-minded people. 9Lament, mourn, and weep. Let your laughter 
be changed into mourning and your joy into gloom. 10Humble 
yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he will lift you up.  

11Do not speak against one another, brothers. The one who 
speaks against a brother or judges his brother is speaking against 
the law and judging the law. But if you judge the law, you are not 
one who does the law, but a judge. 12There is one lawgiver and 
judge. He is able to save and to destroy. But who are you to judge 
your neighbor?  

 
  
 

 
PSALM OF THE DAY:  Psalm 19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The heavens declare the glory of God;* 
the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
 
Their voice goes out into all the earth,* 
their words to the ends of the world. 
 
Refrain 
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The law of the LORD is perfect,* 
giving joy to the heart. 
 
The commands of the LORD are radiant,* 
giving light to the eyes. 
 
They are more precious than gold;* 
they are sweeter than honey. 
 
By them is your servant taught;* 
in keeping them there is great reward. 
 
Refrain 
 
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart* 
be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Redeemer. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 

 
  
 
 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY: 
 
 

M: Alleluia.  What does the Lord require from you, except to carry  
      out justice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God? 
      Alleluia.     (Micah 6:8)      
 

C:   ♫  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 These words are written that we may believe  
    that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
    Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
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GOSPEL LESSON:  Mark 9:38-50 
 

      38John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone driving out 
demons in your name. We tried to stop him, because he was not  
following us.”  

39But Jesus said, “Do not try to stop him, because no one who 
does a miracle in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil 
about me. 40Whoever is not against us is for us. 41Amen I tell you: 
Whoever gives you a cup of water to drink in my name, because 
you belong to Christ, will certainly not lose his reward.  

42“Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to 
fall into sin, it would be better for him if he were thrown into the 
sea with a large millstone hung around his neck. 43If your hand 
causes you to fall into sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life 
maimed, than to have two hands and go into hell, into the un-
quenchable fire, 44‘where their worm does not die, and the fire is 
not quenched.’ 45If your foot causes you to fall into sin, cut it off.   
It is better for you to enter life lame, than to have two feet and be 
thrown into hell, 46‘where their worm does not die, and the fire is 
not quenched.’ 47If your eye causes you to fall into sin, pluck it out. 
It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, than 
to have two eyes and be thrown into hell, 48‘where their worm does 
not die, and the fire is not quenched.’ 49For everyone will be salted 
with fire. 50Salt is good. But if the salt loses its flavor, how will you 
make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with 
one another.”  
 
 

 
HYMN:  # 858   “God Is Here!  As We Your People” 
             (alternate melody)   

         

 ♫   God is here!  As we your people   
        meet to offer praise and prayer, 

 may we find in fuller measure  what it is in Christ we share. 
Here, as in the world around us,  all our varied skills and arts 
 wait the coming of his Spirit  into open minds and hearts. 
 
Here are symbols to remind us  of our lifelong need of grace. 
Here are table, font, and pulpit;  
 here the cross has central place. 
Here, in honesty of preaching,  here, in silence as in speech, 
 here, in newness and renewal,  God the Spirit comes to each. 
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Here our children find a welcome   
 in the Shepherd’s flock and fold; 
 here, as bread and wine are taken,   
 Christ sustains us as of old. 
Here the servants of the Servant  seek in worship to explore 
 what it means in daily living  to believe and to adore. 

 
Lord of all, of Church and kingdom,  
 in an age of change and doubt, 
 keep us faithful to the gospel;  help us work your purpose out. 
Here, in this day’s dedication,  all we have to give, receive; 
 we who cannot live without you,  we adore you!  We believe! 
  

 
 
SERMON:  Numbers 11:10-16,24-29 
 

10Moses heard people from all the clans weeping, each one at 
the entrance to his own tent. At the same time, the Lord’s anger 
burned fiercely, and Moses was displeased. 11Moses said to the 
Lord, “Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why have I 
not found favor in your eyes? Why do you put the burden of all 
these people on me? 12Did I conceive all these people by myself? 
Am I the one who gave birth to them so that you tell me to carry 
them in my arms to the land which you swore to their fathers, just 
as a woman who is nursing carries a baby? 13Where is there meat 
for me to give to all these people? Listen, they are weeping to me 
and saying, ‘Give us meat so that we can eat.’ 14I am not able to 
carry all these people by myself, because that is too much for me. 
15If you are going to treat me this way, please kill me right now. If I 
have found favor in your eyes, do not let me see my own ruin.”  

16So the Lord said to Moses, “Gather seventy men from the el-
ders of Israel for me, men whom you know to be elders and officers 
for the people. Take them to the Tent of Meeting and make them 
stand there with you.  

24Moses went out and told the people the Lord’s words. He 
gathered seventy men from the elders of the people and had them 
stand all around the tent. 25The Lord came down in the cloud and 
spoke to him. He took from the Spirit that was on Moses and put it 
on the seventy elders. When the Spirit rested on them, they prophe-
sied, but they did not do it again.  
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26Two men, however, remained in the camp. The name of one was 
Eldad, and the name of the other was Medad. They were listed among 
the elders, but they had not gone out to the tent. The Spirit rested on 
them, and they prophesied back in the camp. 27A young man ran and 
reported this to Moses. He said, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying 
in the camp!”  

28Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide from his youth, answered, “My 
lord Moses, stop them!”  

29Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? If only all of 
the Lord’s people were prophets so that the Lord would put his 
Spirit on them!” 
 
 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 
  He descended into hell. 
  The third day he rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven  
    and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.    
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit; 
the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

HYMN:  # 867   “Afflicted Saint, to Christ Draw Near” 
 
  ♫    Afflicted saint to Christ draw near, 

   your Savior's gracious promise hear; 
   his faithful Word you can believe, 
   that as your days your strength shall be. 
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Your faith is weak, your foes are strong, 
 and if the conflict should be long, 
 the Lord will make the tempter flee, 
 that as your days your strength shall be. 
 So, sing with joy afflicted one; 
  the battle's fierce, but the victory's won! 
 God shall supply all that you need; 
   yes, as your days your strength shall be. 
 
Should persecution rage and flame, 
 still trust in your Redeemer's name. 
In fiery trials you shall see 
 that as your days your strength shall be. 
 So, sing with joy afflicted one; 
     the battle's fierce, but the victory's won! 
 God shall supply all that you need; 
   yes, as your days your strength shall be. 
  
When called to bear your weighty cross, 
 or sore affliction, pain, or loss, 
 or deep distress or poverty, 
 still as your days your strength shall be 
 So, sing with joy afflicted one; 
  the battle's fierce, but the victory's won! 
 God shall supply all that you need; 
  yes, as your days your strength shall be. 
    

OFFERING 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-

dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  
      Live in harmony with one another.  
      Serve the Lord with gladness. 
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The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

C: ♫  Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN:  # 928   “May the Grace of Christ Our Savior”  
 
       ♫ May the grace of Christ our Savior 

     and the Father’s boundless love 
     with the Holy Spirit’s favor 
     rest upon us from above. 
    Thus may we abide in union 
     with each other and the Lord, 
     and possess in sweet communion 
     joys which earth cannot afford. 

  
 
WELS CONNECTION 

 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

FLOWERS for today’s service were given to the glory of God  
  by the Evers in celebration of Laura’s birthday. 
 

PRAYERS:  Remember to pray for: Shawn Lozano, little Elias,  
  Dennis Douglas, Bob Ward, George Caravana, Molly Webb &  
  her brother Jim, Helen Marten, Doug Ward, Kathy Jones, Art  
  Amarillas, Melinda Brown, Alice Taubman, Monica, Louise  
  Perry, Rylan Downs, Jeff Brown, Aaron Taubman, Judy Wash- 
  burn, Marlene Washburn, Terry Oberg’s siblings Linda and  
  Carp, Kathryn Pereira, Helen Cummings, Phil Schaaf, and Joe  
  Wilkinson. 
 
 
  THIS WEEK 
 

Tuesday ESL (English as a Second Language), 6:00 p.m. 
Thursday Bible Class, 10:00 a.m. 
  ESL, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
  Sunday Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. 
  Worship, 10:00 a.m. 
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