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S ar of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

  

4465 South Blosser Road 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 

                      Office:  805-937-0339 
www.starlutheran.org 
Pastor Michael Foley 

     
 

         Worship Service 
 

      Sunday,  November 9,  2025 10:00 a.m. 
   

 The Twenty-Second Sunday after PENTECOST 
 

Theme of the day:  Guilt is an inescapable fact of life.  What  
  can alleviate the burden of guilt?  Only one thing — God’s gift  
  of grace.  Christ’s love is undeserved and unconditional.  He  
  forgives sin.  That’s the reason he came to earth.  This was his  
  mission — to give the gift of grace!  When we receive that gift,  
  our guilt melts away.  Left in its place is the joy of salvation.   

WELCOME 
 

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you 
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are  
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking 
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the 
close of this worship service or at your convenience.   
All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall. 
 
Families are encouraged to worship together. If you 
need to step out with your children, the service can be 
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area. 
Feel free to enter and return at any time.  
 

 
OUR MISSION 

    Our congregation exists for the purpose of “HOLDING           
 OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully  
 preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and  
 administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by  
 Christ. 
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OPENING HYMN:  # 583   “God Loves Me Dearly” 
 
   ♫  God loves me dearly,  grants me salvation, 

 God loves me dearly,  loves even me. 
     Therefore I'll say again:  God loves me dearly, 
      God loves me dearly,  loves even me. 
 
I was in slav’ry,  sin, death, and darkness; 
 God’s love was working  to make me free. 
     Therefore I'll say again:  God loves me dearly, 
      God loves me dearly,  loves even me. 
 
He sent forth Jesus,  my dear Redeemer, 
 he sent forth Jesus  and set me free. 
     Therefore I'll say again:  God loves me dearly, 
      God loves me dearly,  loves even me. 
 
Jesus, my Savior,  himself did offer; 
 Jesus, my Savior,  paid all I owed. 
     Therefore I'll say again:  God loves me dearly, 
      God loves me dearly,  loves even me. 

  
Please stand for last verse: 

 
Now I will praise you,  O Love eternal; 
 now I will praise you  all my life long. 
     Therefore I'll say again:  God loves me dearly, 
      God loves me dearly,  loves even me. 

 
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and  
                  the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation:  And also with you. (spoken)  
 

 
M:   We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love     
         and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him  
         and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us   
         confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 
 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from    
birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do    
not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing 
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the    

perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has 
removed your guilt forever.  You are his own dear child.  May  
God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 
 

M: Lord God, forgive the wrongdoing of your people, and be gentle  
      with us in our weakness.  Deliver us from the bondage of our sin,  
      and direct us to the path of righteousness; through your Son, Jesus  
      Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
      one God, now and forever. 
 

C:  ♫ Amen.                                     
                      Please be seated. 
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FIRST LESSON:  Micah 7:18-20 
 

18Who is a God like you, who forgives guilt,  
       and who passes over the rebellion of the survivors from his 

inheritance?  
   He does not hold onto his anger forever.  
   He delights in showing mercy.  
19He will have compassion on us again.  
   He will overcome our guilty deeds.  
   You will throw all their sins into the depths of the sea.  
20You will give truth to Jacob and mercy to Abraham,  
       as you swore to our fathers from days of old.  
  

 
 

PSALM OF THE DAY:  Psalm 145 
 

Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise;* 
  his greatness no one can fathom. 
 
One generation will commend your works to another;* 
  they will tell of your mighty acts. 
 
The LORD upholds all those who fall* 
  and lifts up all who are bowed down. 
 
Refrain 

 
The eyes of all look to you, 
  and you give them their food at the proper time.* 
You open your hand 
  and satisfy the desires of every living thing. 
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The LORD is near to all who call on him,* 
to all who call on him in truth. 
 
He fulfills the desires of those who fear him;* 
he hears their cry and saves them. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
 
 
 

 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY: 

 

M: Alleluia.  Today, salvation has come to this house.  For the Son of 
Man came to seek and to save the lost.  Alleluia.    (Luke 19:9,10) 

  
   

C: ♫  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
                These words are written that we may believe 
                 that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
    Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
 
 

 
SECOND LESSON:  Romans 5:6-11 
 

6For at the appointed time, while we were still helpless, Christ 
died for the ungodly. 7It is rare indeed that someone will die for a 
righteous person. Perhaps someone might actually go so far as to 
die for a person who has been good to him. 8But God shows his own 
love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

9Therefore, since we have now been justified by his blood, it is 
even more certain that we will be saved from God’s wrath through 
him. 10For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by 
the death of his Son, it is even more certain that, since we have 
been reconciled, we will be saved by his life. 11And not only is this 
so, but we also go on rejoicing confidently in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received this reconcilia-
tion.  
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HYMN:  # 570:1-4   “God Loved the World So That He Gave” 
 
 ♫  God loved the world so that he gave  
        his only Son the lost to save 

 that all who would in him believe  
 should everlasting life receive. 
 
Christ is the solid rock of faith,  
 who was made flesh and suffered death. 
All who confide in him alone  
 are built on this chief cornerstone. 
 
God would not have the sinner die; 
 his Son with saving grace is nigh. 
His Spirit in the Word declares  
 that we in Christ are heaven’s heirs. 
 
Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son  
 forgives the sins that you have done. 
You’re justified by Jesus’ blood;  
 baptized, you are a child of God. 
  
  

 
 
SERMON:  Luke 19:1-10   
 

     Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2A man named 
Zacchaeus was there. He was a chief tax collector, and he was rich. 
3He was trying to see who Jesus was, but since he was short, he 
could not see because of the crowd. 4He ran on ahead and climbed 
up into a sycamore tree to see Jesus, because he was about to pass 
by that way. 5When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said 
to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your 
house today.” 6He came down quickly and welcomed Jesus joyfully. 
7When the people saw it, they were all grumbling because he went 
to be a guest of a sinful man.  

8Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I am 
going to give half of my possessions to the poor. And if I have 
cheated anyone out of anything, I will pay back four times as 
much.”  

9Jesus said to him, “Today, salvation has come to this house, 
because he too is a son of Abraham. 10For the Son of Man came to 
seek and to save the lost.”  
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Please stand. 
 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 
     The third day he rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
     From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
    I believe in the Holy Spirit; 
       the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; 
       the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 
       and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

HYMN:  # 576   “Amazing Grace” 
 
 ♫   Amazing grace—how sweet the sound — 
        that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found,  was blind but now I see. 
 
The Lord has promised good to me, 
 his Word my hope secures; 
 he will my shield and portion be  as long as life endures. 
 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares  
 I have already come; 
 ’tis grace has brought me safe thus far,  
 and grace will lead me home. 
 
When we’ve been there ten thousand years,  
 bright shining as the sun, 
 we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise  
 than when we’d first begun. 
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OFFERING 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

M: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your  
      mercies are new every morning. Each day you open your hand and provide  
      for the needs of your children on earth. 
 

C: We praise you for every grace and blessing. 
 

M: Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting message of 
salvation in Christ Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere. 

 

C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your 
       hope. 
 

M: We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society.  Bless 
our national, state, and local governments. 

 

C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect. 
 

M: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a sense of 
fairness toward their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in 
their workmanship. 

 

C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done. 
 

M: Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that helps 
students read, think, and communicate in ways that will promote an informed 
and responsible citizenry. Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders of 
your created order. 

 

C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence. 
 

M: Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a renewed 
commitment to be good parents. Give children and young people the wisdom 
to regard their parents as your representatives. 

 

C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us. 
 

M: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you 
will hear and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. 

 

C:  Amen. 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-

dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  
      Live in harmony with one another.  
      Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

C: ♫ Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN:  # 579   “His Mercy Is More”  
 
  ♫  What love could remember no wrongs we have done? 

Omniscient, all-knowing, he counts not their sum; 
 thrown into a sea without bottom or shore, 
 our sins they are many, his mercy is more. 
Refrain: 
 Praise the Lord!  His mercy is more! 
 Stronger than darkness, new ev’ry morn; 
  our sins they are many, his mercy is more! 
 
What patience would wait as we constantly roam, 
 what Father so tender is calling us home! 
He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor; 
 our sins they are many, his mercy is more.    Refrain 
 
What riches of kindness he lavished on us; 
 his blood was the payment, his life was the cost. 
We stood ’neath a debt we could never afford; 
 our sins they are many, his mercy is more.    Refrain (3 times) 
 
 
 

WELS CONNECTION 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

FLOWERS for today’s service were given to the glory of God by  
  Ilene in memory of Stephen.    
 

PRAYERS: Remember to pray for: Shawn Lozano, little Elias,  
  Dennis Douglas, Bob Ward, George Caravana, Molly Webb,  
  Doug Ward, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas, Melinda Brown, Alice  
  Taubman, Monica, Louise Perry, Rylan Downs, Jeff Brown,  
  Aaron Taubman, Marlene Washburn, Helen Cummings, Delores  
  Bass, Rick Stovall, and Suzy Garvin.  
 
 
 
 
 

 THIS WEEK 
 

  Today Fellowship Luncheon,  Voters’ Meeting 
 Tuesday Circuit Meeting, North Hollywood 
  ESL (English as a Second Language), 6:00 p.m. 
 Thursday Bible Class,  10:00 a.m. 
  ESL, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
   Sunday Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. 
   Worship with Holy Communion, 10:00 a.m.   

 
 
STAR CHURCH DIRECTORY: Please update your personal   
 information as it changes (online or blue sheets in narthex). 
 

   To view and use the directory online, go to: 
      members.instantchurchdirectory.com 
   Follow the prompts under “Sign In” to “Create a login now.” 
 

To view and use the directory on your smartphone: 
       download the App for “Instant Church Directory” 
 

   *** You will need to use your e-mail address as listed in our  
   directory to create a log-in the first time you use the directory  
    online and via the mobile app. 
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