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Pastor Michael Foley

Worship Service
Sunday, February 1, 2026 10:00 a.m.
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

Theme of the day: The Savior’s Sermon: Trust in God’s strength!
The Beatitudes are hard for us to swallow. Jesus seems to be es-
pousing a Christianity imbued with fatalism at best or defeatism at
worst. Look closer, however, and see what he says. The weaker you
are, the stronger God is in your life. The weaker you are now, the
more ready you are to trust in a future reward. Trust God’s grace
and you will find many reasons to trust his strength.

WELCOME

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.

All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall.

Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.

OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of "HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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HYMN: #619 “Praise the Almighty; My Soul Adore Him”

J Praise the Almighty; my soul, adore him!
Yes, I will laud him until death.
With songs and anthems I’ll come before him
as long as he allows me breath.
From him my life and all things came;
bless, O my soul, his holy name. Alleluia, alleluia!

Penitent sinners, for mercy crying,

pardon and peace from him obtain;

ever the wants of the poor supplying,

their faithful God he will remain.

He helps his children in distress,

the widows and the fatherless. Alleluia, alleluia!

Trust not in princes, they are but mortal;

earthborn they are and soon decay.

Vain are their counsels at life’s last portal

when the dark grave will claim its prey.

Since, then, no one can help afford,

trust only Christ, our God and Lord. Alleluia, alleluia!

Please stand for last verse:

Praise, all you people, the name so holy

of him who does such wondrous things!

All that has being, to praise him solely,

with happy heart its amen sings!

Children of God, with angel host

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Alleluia, alleluia!

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation: And also with you. (spoken)

M: God invites us to come into his presence to worship him with
humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our
sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful,
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and
actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.



M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given
his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as
a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts
with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

5 Lord, have mercy.

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your
love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan
and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

5 Christ, have mercy.

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for
those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O
Lord.

C: JA Lord, have mercy.

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power
and keep us in your tender care:

C: J Amen.

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy
of praise.

& O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.
Al-might-y God, mer-ci-ful Father,
you crown our life with your love.
You take a-way our sin; you com-fort our spir-it;
you make us pure and ho-ly in your sight.
You did not spare your on-ly Son,
but gave him up for us all.
O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.
O Son of God, e-ter-nal Word of the Fa-ther,
you came to live with us;
you made your Fa-ther known;
you washed us from our sins in your own blood.
You are the King of glo-ry; you are the Lord!
O Lord, our Lord, how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.



M: Almighty and everlasting God, look with mercy on our weaknesses,
and 1in all our dangers and needs stretch out the right hand of your
majesty to help and defend us; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C: I Amen.

Please be seated.

FIRST LESSON: 1 Corinthians 1:26-31

*For example, consider your call, brothers. Not many of you were
wise from a human point of view, not many were powerful, and not
many were born with high status. “’But God chose the foolish things
of the world to put to shame those who are wise. God chose the
weak things of the world to put to shame the things that are strong,
2and God chose the lowly things of the world and the despised
thin%s, and the things that are not, to do away with the things that
are, ~’so that no one may boast before God. *’But because of him
you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us the wisdom from God,
namely, our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. *'God
did this so that, just as it is written, “Let the one who boasts boast in
the Lord.”

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 1
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Bless-ed are they  who hope, who hope in the Lord.
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Blessed is the man
who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked*
or stand in the way of sinners.



But his delight is in the law of the LORD,*
and on his law he meditates day and night.

He is like a tree planted by streams of water,
which yields its fruit in season*

and whose leaf does not wither.

Whatever he does prospers.

Refrain

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,*
nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.

For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,*
but the way of the wicked will perish.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

VERSE OF THE DAY:

M: Alleluia! Blessed are the poor in spirit, because theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. Alleluia. (Matthew 5:3)

C: 73 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 5:1-12

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up onto a mountain. When
he sat down, his disciples came to him. *He opened his mouth and
began to teach them. He said these things:
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3«Blessed are the poor in spirit,

because theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
‘Blessed are those who mourn,

because they will be comforted.
*Blessed are the gentle,

because they will inherit the earth.

®Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,

because they will be filled.

"Blessed are the merciful,

because they will receive mercy.
*Blessed are the pure in heart,

because they will see God.
’Blessed are the peacemakers,

because they will be called sons of God.

"Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,

because theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

«BJessed are you when people insult you and persecute you
and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. '*Rejoice
and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven. In fact, that is
how they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

HYMN: # 690 “Blest Are They”

J Blest are they, the poor in spirit, theirs is the kingdom of God.
Blest are they, — full of sorrow, they shall be consoled.
Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you!
Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God!

Blest are they, the lowly ones, they shall inherit the earth.

Blest are they who hunger and thirst, they shall have their fill.
Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you!
Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God!

Blest are they who show mercy, mercy shall be theirs.

Blest are they, the pure of heart, they shall see God!
Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you!
Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God!

Blest are they who seek peace, they are the children of God.

Blest are they who suffer in faith, the glory of God is theirs.
Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you!
Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God!



Blest are you who suffer hate all because of me.

Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom; shine for all to see.
Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you!
Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God!

MESSAGE: Zephaniah 2:3; 3:11-13

3Seek the Lorp, all you humble people of the earth who have
carried out his commands. Seek righteousness. Seek humility. May-
be then you will be sheltered in the day of the LORD’s anger.

"In that day you will no longer bear the shame of your rebellions
against me. Then I will remove the proud boasters from among
you, and you will never again be arrogant on my holy hill. ’But I
will leave among you the people who are humble and weak. They
will seek refuge in the name of the Lorp. *The Israelites who re-
main will no longer act unjustly. They will not lie, and a deceitful
tongue will not be found in their mouth. Instead, they will graze
peacefully like sheep and lie down. No one will terrify them.

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eter-
nally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Fa-
ther. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salva-
tion, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was
buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Fa-
ther. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of
time you came into our world to save us from sin and death:

C: You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold.

M: Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John,
you came preaching and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiv-
ing and encouraging:

C: You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and
the joy of salvation to those doomed to death.

M: Prince of Peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our
world. Let the good news of salvation be heard in the remotest cor-
ners of the earth. Open our own lips to speak your name to those
around us who still live without faith or hope:

C: Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light
of your gospel.

M: Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use
our gifts to serve you and each other in willing gratitude and joy.
Watch over our loved ones near and far, that they may remember
your love and rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the faith of the
sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those in despair and com-
fort those who mourn:

C: Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything
we say and do.

M: Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where
we will stand in the full light of your glory and with all your saints
and angels sing the everlasting song of triumph.

C: Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Holy Communion, will be celebrated in today’s service. The Bible
teaches us that Jesus offers us his body and blood for the forgiveness of
our sins in the Lord’s Supper. The Bible also instructs us that receiving the
Lord’s Supper together is a public expression of our complete “oneness,”
or unity of faith.

Because the Lord’s Supper is an expression of our unity in faith, we
invite to the Lord’s Supper only those who have expressed that unity with us
through membership in our congregation or one of our sister congregations
in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), or our sister church
body, the ELS.

If you are a guest from another Christian church, we kindly ask that
you simply refrain from participation in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper
today. We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of
declaring your agreement with our beliefs before you have had a chance to
learn more.

: The Lord be with you.
7 And also with you.

: Lift up your hearts.
7 We lift them up to the Lord.

: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Jd It is right to give him thanks and praise.

: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he
has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. In the past he spoke to
us through the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us
by his Son, who is the radiance of his glory.

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of
our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the
throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory
forever and ever.
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& Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of
your glory. You are my God, and I will exalt you. I will give you
thanks for you have become my salvation. Holy, holy, holy is the

Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of your glory.

The Words of Institution

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: 4 Amen.

& O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;

have mercy on us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin
of the world; have mercy on us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take

away the sin of the world; grant us your peace. Amen.

HYMN: # 867 “Afflicted Saint, to Christ Draw Near”

Ji Afflicted saint, to Christ draw near,
your Savior's gracious promise hear;
his faithful Word you can believe,

that as your days your strength shall be.

Your faith is weak, your foes are strong,
and if the conflict should be long,
the Lord will make the tempter flee,

that as your days your strength shall be.

So, sing with joy, afflicted one;

the battle's fierce, but the vict’ry's won!

God shall supply all that you need;

yes, as your days your strength shall be.

Should persecution rage and flame,
still trust in your Redeemer's name.
In fiery trials you shall see

that as your days your strength shall be.

So, sing with joy, afflicted one;

the battle's fierce, but the vict’ry's won!

God shall supply all that you need;

yes, as your days your strength shall be.
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When called to bear your weighty cross,

or sore affliction, pain, or loss,

or deep distress, or poverty,

still as your days your strength shall be
So, sing with joy, afflicted one;
the battle's fierce, but the vict’ry's won!
God shall supply all that you need;
yes, as your days your strength shall be.

Please stand.

J Thank the Lord and sing his praise.

Tell ev’ryone what he has done.

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice
and proudly bear his name.

He renews his promises and leads

his people forth in joy

With shouts of thanksgiving.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have
praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which
have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again,
and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge
of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: 7 Amen.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: 7 Amen. Amen. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: #849 “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me”
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& Lord, take my hand and lead me upon life’s way;
direct, protect, and feed me from day to day.
Without your grace and favor I go astray;
so take my hand, O Savior, and lead the way.

Lord, when the tempest rages, I need not fear;
for you, the Rock of Ages, are always near.
Close by your side abiding, I fear no foe,

for when your hand is guiding, in peace I go.

Lord, when the shadows lengthen and night has come,
I know that you will strengthen my steps toward home.
Then nothing can impede me, O blessed Friend;

so take my hand and lead me unto the end.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FLOWERS for today’s service were given to the glory of God
by the Evers in celebration of Carl 3’s birthday.

PRAYERS: Remember to pray for: Shawn Lozano, little Elias,
Dennis Douglas, Bob Ward, George Caravana, Molly Webb,
Doug Ward, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas, Melinda Brown, Alice
Taubman, Monica, Louise Perry, Rylan Downs, Jeff Brown,
Aaron Taubman, Marlene Washburn, Helen Cummings, Delores
Bass, Rick Stovall, Suzy Garvin, Linda Wilkinson, and Kathie
Stillwater.

THIS WEEK

Tuesday  ESL. 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Thursday Bible Class, 10:00 a.m.
ESL, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Sunday  Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
Worship, 10:00 a.m.
Fellowship Luncheon, Voters’ Meeting
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Christian Questions
prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner? Yes, I believe it. [ am a sinner.

2. How do you know this?
From the Ten Commandments, which I have not kept.

3. Are you sorry for your sins?
Yes, [ am sorry that I have sinned against God.

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?
His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation.
See Romans 6:21, 23.

5. Do you hope to be saved? Yes, that is my hope.
6. In whom then do you trust? In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.
7. Who is Christ? The Son of God, true God and man.

8. How many Gods are there?
Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?
He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of
sins.

10. Did the Father also die for you?
He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both
true God and true man. He died for me and shed His blood for me.

11. How do you know this?
From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His
body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament.

12. What are the words of institution?

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the
Sacrament? Yes, I believe it.

14. What convinces you to believe this?
The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is
My blood.
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15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and
in this way receive His pledge?
We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His

blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make
satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do that.
Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them
as very serious.

Third, so we may find joy and comfort in Christ alone, and through faith
in Him be saved.

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?
His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written
in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?
That I may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin,
and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.

19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the
Sacrament frequently?
First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his
own pressing need, because of which the command, encouragement, and
promise are given.

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have
no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should
touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he should
believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7.
Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in the world, and
remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures
say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5.

Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his
lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace, within or

without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5;
Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.

From Luther’s Small Catechism © 2019 Concordia Publishing House, cph.org

15



www.starlutheran.org



