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Worship Service
Sunday, February 8, 2026 10:00 a.m.
Fifth Sunday after the EPIPHANY

Theme of the day: Let your light shine! Jesus tells us: You are
... so be. You are the light of the world, so be light for the earth.
You are the salt of the earth, so be salt for it. Our calling as children
of God means our lives will reflect our new status, and the world
around us will be blessed by us.

WELCOME

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.

All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall.

Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.

OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of "HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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OPENING HYMN: # 581 “Lord, ‘Tis Not That I Did Choose You”

& Lord, ’tis not that I did choose you;
that, I know, could never be,
for this heart would still refuse you
had your grace not chosen me.
You removed the sin that stained me,
cleansing me to be your own;
for this purpose you ordained me, that I live for you alone.

It was grace in Christ that called me,

taught my darkened heart and mind;

else the world had yet enthralled me,

to your heav’nly glories blind.

Now I worship none above you; for your grace alone I thirst,
knowing well that, if I love you, you, O Father, loved me first.

Please stand for last verse:

Praise the God of all creation,

praise the Father’s boundless love.

Praise the Lamb, our expiation,

Priest and King enthroned above.

Praise the Spirit of salvation, him by whom our spirits live.
Undivided adoration to the great Jehovah give.

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you. (spoken)

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and
deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess
our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.
In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve
to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse
me from my sin, and take away my guilt.



M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect
life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed
your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you
strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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M: Almighty God, you sent your one and only Son as the Word of life
for our eyes to see and our ears to hear. Help us to believe what the
Scriptures proclaim about him and do the things that are pleasing in
your sight; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: 7 Amen

Please be seated.
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FIRST LESSON: 1 Peter 2:9-12

’But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
the people who are God’s own possession, so that you may pro-
claim the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light. '’At one time you were not a people, but now you
are the people of God. At one time you were not shown mercy, but
now you have been shown mercy.

"Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and temporary residents in
the world, to abstain from the desires of the sinful flesh, which war
against your soul. '*Live an honorable life among the Gentiles so
that even though they slander you as evildoers, when they observe
your noble deeds, they may glorify God on the day he visits us.

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 18
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The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer;*
my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge.

He reached down from on high and took hold of me;*
he rescued me from my powerful enemy.

He brought me out into a spacious place;*
he rescued me because he delighted in me.

Refrain

You, O LORD, keep my lamp burning;*
my God turns my darkness into light.



You save the humble*
but bring low those whose eyes are haughty.

You give me your shield of victory,*
and your right hand sustains me.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

VERSE OF THE DAY:

M: Alleluia. Let your light shine in people’s presence, so that they
may see your good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven.
Alleluia.  (Matthew 5:16)

C: 3 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

SECOND LESSON: Matthew 5:13-20

B4y ou are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its flavor,
how will it become salty again? Then it is no good for anything ex-
cept to be thrown out and trampled on by people. *You are the
light of the world. A city located on a hill cannot be hidden. '*Peo-
ple do not light a lamp and put it under a basket. No, they put it on
a stand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. '°In the same
way let your light shine in people’s presence, so that they may see
your good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

7“po not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets.
I did not come to destroy them but to fulfill them. '*Amen I tell
you: Until heaven and earth pass away, not even the smallest letter,
or even part of a letter, will in any way pass away from the Law
until everything is fulfilled.
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So whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments
and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the King-
dom of heaven. But whoever practices and teaches them will be
called great in the kingdom of heaven. *’Indeed I tell you that un-
less your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and experts
in the law, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

HYMN: #630 “Thy Strong Word”

Jd Thy strong word did cleave the darkness;
at thy speaking it was done.
For created light we thank thee
while thine ordered seasons run.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!

Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness,

dark as night and deep as death,

broke the light of thy salvation,

breathed thine own life-giving breath.

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!

Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous;

bright with thine own holiness,

glorious now, we press toward glory,

and our lives our hopes confess.

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!

From the cross thy wisdom shining

breaketh forth in conqu’ring might;

from the cross forever beameth all thy bright redeeming light.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send!

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!

Give us lips to sing thy glory, tongues thy mercy to proclaim,
throats to shout the hope that fills us,

mouths to speak thy holy name.

Alleluia, alleluia! May the light which thou dost send

fill our songs with alleluias, alleluias without end!



SERMON: Exodus 19:1-8

In the third month after the Israelites had left the land of Egypt, on
that same day of the month, they came to the Wilderness of Sinai.
2After they set out from Rephidim and came to the Wilderness of
Sinai, they camped in the wilderness. Israel camped there in front of
the mountain.

*Moses went up to God, and the Lorbp called to him from the
mountain, “This is what Jouare to say to the house of Jacob and to
tell the people of Israel: "*You have seen what I did to the Egyptians
and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.
°Now if you will carefully listen to my voice and keep my covenant,
then you will be my special treasure out of all the nations, although
the entire earth is mine. *You will be my kingdom of priests and my
holy nation.” These are the words that you are to speak to the Israel-
ites.”

"Moses went and summoned the elders of the people, and he set
before them all these words that the LORD had commanded him.
SAll the people answered together, “Everything that the LORD has
said, we will do.”

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.



HYMN: #697 “May We Your Precepts, Lord, Fulfill”

7 May we your precepts, Lord, fulfill

and do on earth our Father’s will
as angels do above;

still walk in Christ, the living way,
with all your children, and obey
the law of Christian love.

So may we join your name to bless,
your grace adore, your power confess,
to flee from sin and strife.

One is our calling, one our name,

the end of all our hopes the same:

a glorious crown of life.

Spirit of life, of love, and peace,
unite our hearts, our joy increase,
your gracious help supply.

To each of us the blessing give

in Christian fellowship to live,

in joyful hope to die.

OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

C:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and

the glory forever and ever. Amen.

: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.

Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.



The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: JJ Amen. Amen. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: #770 “God of Grace and God of Glory”

& God of grace and God of glory,
on your people pour your pow’r;
crown your ancient Church’s story,
bring its bud to glorious flow’r.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
for the facing of this hour,
for the facing of this hour.

Lo, the hosts of evil round us scorn the Christ, assail his ways.
From the fears that long have bound us

free our hearts to faith and praise.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage

for the living of these days,

for the living of these days.

Cure your children’s warring madness;
bend our pride to your control;

shame our wanton, selfish gladness,
rich in things and poor in soul.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage

lest we miss your kingdom’s goal,

lest we miss your kingdom’s goal.

Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore;
let the gift of your salvation be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,

serving you whom we adore,

serving you whom we adore.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

FLOWERS for today’s service were given to the glory of
God by the Degners.

PRAYERS: Remember to pray for: little Elias, Dennis Douglas,
George Caravana, Molly Webb, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas,
Melinda Brown, Alice Taubman, Monica, Louise Perry, Rylan
Downs, Jeff Brown, Aaron Taubman, Marlene Washburn,
Helen Cummings, Delores Bass, Rick Stovall, Suzy Garvin,
Linda Wilkinson, and Kathie Stillwater.

THIS WEEK

Tuesday  Circuit Meeting
ESL — 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Thursday Bible Class, 10:00 a.m.
ESL — 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Sunday Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
Worship with Holy Communion, 10:00 a.m.
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