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Thought for the day: Return to the Lord! Ash Wednesday calls us
to a forty-day journey of repentance and renewal. Recognition of
our sin leads us to cry out for mercy and trust in God’s promised
forgiveness. Return to the Lord for he is gracious! Having obtained

his pardon, we seek a renewal of faith and life that we might live as
baptized children of God.

WELCOME

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.

All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall.

Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.

OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of "HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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OPENING HYMN: # 393 “Savior, When in Dust to You”
(alternate melody)

Jd Savior, when in dust to you low we bow in homage due,
when, repentant, to the skies scarce we lift our weeping eyes,
O, by all your pains and woe suffered once for us below,
bending from your throne on high, hear our penitential cry!

By your helpless infant years, by your life of want and tears,
by your days of deep distress in the savage wilderness,

by the dread, mysterious hour

of th’ insulting tempter’s pow’r,

turn, O turn a fav’ring eye, hear our penitential cry!

By your hour of dire despair, by your agony of prayer,

by the cross, the nail, the thorn,

piercing spear, and torturing scorn,

by the gloom that veiled the skies o’er the dreadful sacrifice,
listen to our humble sigh, hear our penitential cry!

Please stand for last verse:

By your deep expiring groan, by the sad sepulchral stone,
by the vault whose dark abode held in vain the rising God,
O, from earth to heav’n restored, mighty, reascended Lord,
bending from your throne on high, hear our penitential cry!

REFLECTION ON LENT; SELF-EXAMINATION
CONFESSION OF SINS

Minister: Most holy and merciful Father,
Congregation: We confess to you and to one another that we have
sinned by our own fault, by our own grievous fault,
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

M: We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and
strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.

C: Have mercy on us, Lord.
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: Too often, we have been deaf to your call to serve, as Christ served

us. We have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved
your Holy Spirit.
Have mercy on us, Lord.

: We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness: our pride, our

hypocrisy, and the impatience of our lives,
We confess to you, Lord.

: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our manipulation of

other people,
We confess to you, Lord.

: Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more

fortunate than ourselves,
We confess to you, Lord.

: Our love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in

daily life and work,
We confess to you, Lord.

: Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to bear

witness to others the faith that is in us,
We confess to you, Lord.

: Forgive us, Lord, for the wrongs we have done: for our blindness

to human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and
cruelty,
Forgive us, O Lord.

: For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward others

and for our prejudice and contempt for those who differ from us,
Forgive us, O Lord.

: For what we think or say or do that is at variance with your will,

Forgive us, O Lord.

: Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us;

Favorably hear us, for your mercy is great.

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire
the death of sinners but rather that they turn from their wickedness
and live.

Therefore, 1 forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.



During these days of Lent, let us implore God to give us renewal and
his Holy Spirit. May we continue to abide in the true faith and at last
be received by him through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 59:12-20

2yes, our rebellious deeds are many before you,
and our sins testify against us.
Our rebellious deeds are with us,
and as for our guilty deeds, we are aware of them.
BThose deeds are rebellion and treachery against the LORD.
We turn back from following our God.
We incite oppression and apostasy.
We conceive and mutter deceitful words from our hearts.
Justice is turned back, and righteousness stands far away,
for truth stumbles in the city square,
and honesty cannot enter it.
The truth is missing,
and anyone who turns from evil makes himself prey.
The Lorp looked and saw something evil—
there was no justice.
°He saw that there was no one.
He was appalled that there was no one who could intervene.
So his own arm worked salvation for him,
and his own righteousness supported him.
""He clothed himself with righteousness like armor
and wore a helmet of salvation on his head.
He dressed in garments for vengeance,
and he wrapped himself with zeal like a cloak.
"*He will repay in full what they have earned,
namely, wrath to his foes and full payment to his enemies.
He will repay even the distant coastlands.
“From the west they will fear the LORD’s name,
and from the rising of the sun they will fear his glory,
for he will come like a raging river,
driven by the Spirit of the LORD.
Then a redeemer will come for Zion
and for those in Jacob who turn from rebellion.
This is the declaration of the LORD.
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Have mercy on me, O God,*
according to your unfailing love.

Wash away all my iniquity,*
and cleanse me from my sin.

For I know my transgressions,*
and my sin is always before me.

Refrain

Against you, you only, have I sinned*
and done what is evil in your sight.

Surely I was sinful at birth,*
sinful from the time my mother conceived me.

Hide your face from my sins,*
and blot out all my iniquity.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation,*
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain




M: Lord we confess our sins to you and plead for your mercy. We
acknowledge that sin runs too deep in our nature for us ever to rid
ourselves of it, but we thank you that Jesus has done what we
could not do, washing us clean of every stain. We plead that your
Spirit would give us the strength to live a new life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

EPISTLE LESSON: 2 Corinthians 7:8-13

SFor even if I caused you sorrow with my letter, I do not regret
it (even though I did regret it, for I see that my letter caused you
sorrow—yet only for a little while). °Now I rejoice, not because you
were made to feel sorrow, but because this sorrow resulted in re-
pentance. Yes, you were made sorry in a godly way. So you were
not harmed in any way by us. '’In fact, godly sorrow produces re-
pentance, which leads to salvation, leaving no regret. On the other
hand, worldly sorrow produces death.

Yes, look what godly sorrow produced in you: what diligence,
what eagerness to clear yourself, what indignation, what alarm,
what longing, what zeal, what correction! In every way you proved
yourselves to be pure in this matter. '*So although I wrote to you, it
was not because of the one who did what was wrong, or because of
the one who was harmed by it. I wrote instead so that your genuine
concern for us would be revealed to you in the sight of God. “For
that reason we have been comforted.

HYMN: #861:3,4 “Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head”

J Help us to serve you evermore with hearts both pure and lowly;
and may your Word, that light divine, shine on in splendor holy
that we repentance show, in faith ever grow;
the pow’r of sin destroy and evils that annoy.

O make us faithful Christians.

And for your gospel let us dare to sacrifice all treasure;

teach us to bear your bless-ed cross, to find in you all pleasure.
O grant us steadfastness in joy and distress.

Lord, for your mercy’s sake, let us by grace partake

of endless joy and glory.



GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

“Be careful that you do not do your righteous works in front of
people, so that they will notice. If you do, you have no reward from
your Father who is in heaven. So whenever you perform acts of
mercy, do not sound a trumpet for yourself, as the hypocrites do in
the synagogues and on the streets to be praised by people. Amen I
tell you: They have received their reward. *Instead, when you per-
form acts of mercy, do not let your left hand know what your right
hand is doing. “Then your acts of mercy will be in secret, and your
Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.
“Whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites. They love to
stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners so that
they may be seen by people. Amen I tell you: They have received
their reward. ‘But whenever you pray, go into your private room,
close your door, and pray to your Father who is unseen. And your
Father, who sees what others cannot see, will reward you.
1%«Whenever you fast, do not make yourself look sad like the hypo-
crites, for they disfigure their faces to show everyone that the}l are
fasting. Amen I tell you: They have received their reward. ''But
when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, '*so that it is
not apparent to people that you are fasting, but only to your Father
who sees what is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done
in secret, will reward you.

Y«Do not store up treasures for yourselves on earth, where moth
and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. >’But store
up treasures for yourselves in heaven, where moth and rust do not
destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. *'Because
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

HYMN: #706:1,4 “Come unto Me, Ye Weary”

J “Come unto me, ye weary, and I will give you rest.”
O blessed voice of Jesus, which comes to hearts oppressed!
It tells of benediction, of pardon, grace, and peace,
of joy that has no ending, of love that cannot cease.

“And whosoever cometh, I will not cast him out.”

O patient love of Jesus, which drives away our doubt,
which, though we be unworthy of love so great and free,
invites us very sinners to come, dear Lord, to thee!



MESSAGE: Zechariah 1:1-6

In the eighth month of the second year of Darius, the word of the
LoRD came to the prophet Zechariah son of Berekiah, the son of
Iddo.

’The Lorp was very angry with your forefathers.
>Therefore, now you are to tell this people that this is what
the LORD of Armies says to them.

Return to me, declares the LORD of Armies, and I will

return to you, says the LORD of Armies. ‘Do not be like

your forefathers, to whom the earlier prophets pro-

claimed, “This is what the LOrRD of Armies says. Return,

return from your evil ways and from your evil deeds.”
But our forefathers did not listen, nor did they pay attention
to me, declares the LORD. >Your forefathers—where are
they now? And those prophets—did they go on living indefi-
nitely? °But my words and my statutes, which I commanded
to my servants the prophets, caught up with our forefathers,
didn’t they?
Then they returned and said, “Because of our ways and our
deeds, the LORD of Armies has done to us just as he planned to
do to us.”

HYMN # 658 “With All My Heart I Praise You, Lord”

Jd  With all my heart I praise you, Lord,
that in your Son you saved me.
You saw in me what you deplored;
my grievous sin enslaved me.
Yet, Lord, you paid the highest price, Jesus’ atoning sacrifice,
that you might ever own me. Were I to bless you all my days,
it would be insufficient praise
for kindness you have shown me.

When I confess my sin and shame,

peace and forgiveness seeking,

you grant me pardon in your name

before I’ve finished speaking! In love you listen carefully
to all our sighs of misery, our ev’ry need addressing.
Our guilt should make you turn away;

instead you turn toward us and say:

“Receive my gracious blessing.”



Lord, I rejoice to be your guest,

at your rich table feeding,

there, by your mercy, finding rest

and all my soul is needing.

Let your good Spirit work within

to show that all me wretched sin has truly been forgiven.
Thus, well prepared, Lord, I believe

that in your supper I receive life,

pardon, peace, and heaven.

OFFERING

PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy King-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

M: The Lord be with you.

C: And with your Spirit.

M: We lift up our hearts.

C: We lift them up to the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
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CLOSING HYMN: # 789

7 All praise to thee, my God, this night
for all the blessings of the light.
Keep me, O keep me, King of kings,
beneath thine own almighty wings.
Forgive me, Lord, for thy dear Son
the ill that I this day have done,
that with the world, myself, and thee
I, ere I sleep, at peace may be.

“All Praise to Thee, My God”
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Teach me to live that I may dread

the grave as little as my bed.

Teach me to die so that I may

rise glorious at the awe-full day.

Oh, may my soul on thee repose

and may sweet sleep mine eyelids close,
sleep that shall me more vig’rous make
to serve my God when I awake.

When in the night I sleepless lie,

my soul with heav’nly thoughts supply;
let no ill dreams disturb my rest,

no pow’rs of darkness me distress.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

They will look

on me, the one

they have pierced ...

Zechariah 12:10
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