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Worship Service
Sunday, March 8, 2026 10:00 a.m.
Third Sunday in LENT

Theme of the day: The gift of God comes by faith to those of
all nations. Not a holy life, not our acts of obedience, but sim-
ple trust in the promise of God brings the gift of living water
for thirsty souls. By faith Christ gives his righteousness to all
who believe and enfolds us into the family of God.

WELCOME

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.

All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall.

Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.

OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of "HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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OPENING HYMN: #394 “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”

/4 Come to Calv’ry’s holy mountain, sinners, ruined by the fall;
here a pure and healing fountain flows to you, to me, to all,
in a full, perpetual tide, opened when our Savior died.

Come in poverty and meanness, come defiled, without, within;
from infection and uncleanness, from the leprosy of sin,

wash your robes and make them white;

you shall walk with God in light.

Come in sorrow and contrition,
wounded, paralyzed, and blind;
here the guilty, free remission,

here the troubled, peace may find.
Health this fountain will restore;
they that drink shall thirst no more.

Please stand for last verse:

They that drink shall live forever; ’tis a soul-renewing flood.
God is faithful; God will never break his covenant of blood,
signed when our Redeemer died,

sealed when he was glorified.

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation: And also with you. (spoken)

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and
deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess
our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.
In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve
to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.



M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect
life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed
your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you
strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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M: O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all
who have gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with
penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the un-
changeable truth of your Word; through your Son Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.
C: 7 Amen.
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FIRST LESSON: Exodus 17:1-7

The entire Israelite community set out on their journey from the
Wilderness of Sin as the Lorp had commanded. They cam!)ed at
Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. “So the
people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.”

Moses said to them, “Why are you quarreling with me? Why
are you testing the LOrRD?”

But the people were thirsty for water there, so they grumbled
against Moses. They said, “Why did you ever bring us up out of
Egy})t to let us, our children, and our livestock die of thirst?”

Moses cried out to the Lorbp, “What shall I do with these peo-
ple? They are almost ready to stone me!”

The LoRD said to Moses, “Go in front of the people, and take
the elders of Israel with you. Also take in your hand the staff with
which you struck the Nile, and go. *“Watch me. I will stand there in
front of you on the rock in Horeb. You are to strike the rock. Wa-
ter will come out of it, and the people will drink.” Moses did that in
the sight of the elders of Israel. ’He named the place Massah and
Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled, and because they tested
the Lorp by saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

PSALM OF THE DAY: 42-43

Refrain
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As the deer pants for streams of water,*
so my soul pants for you, O God.

My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.*
Where can I go and meet with God?




Why are you downcast, O my soul?*
Why so disturbed within me?

Put your hope in God,*
for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God.

Refrain

Send forth your light and your truth, let them guide me;*
let them bring me to the place where you dwell.

Then will I go to the altar of God, my joy and my delight.*
I will praise you with the harp, O God, my God.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

SECOND LESSON: Romans 5:1-8

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. *“Through him we also
have obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand.
And we rejoice confidently on the basis of our hope for the glory of
God.

’Not only this, but we also rejoice confidently in our sufferings,
because we know that suffering produces patient endurance, *and
patient endurance produces tested character, and tested character
produces hope. >And hope will not put us to shame, because God’s
love has been poured out into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, who
was given to us.

SFor at the appointed time, while we were still helpless, Christ
died for the ungodly. "It is rare indeed that someone will die for a
righteous person. Perhaps someone might actually go so far as to
die for a person who has been good to him. *But God shows his own
love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
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HYMN: #703 “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”

/4 1 heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto me and rest;
lay down, O weary one, lay down your head upon my breast.”
I came to Jesus as I was, so weary, worn, and sad;
I found in him a resting place, and he has made me glad.

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold, I freely give

the living water, thirsty one; stoop down and drink and live.”
I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life-giving stream;

my thirst was quenched, my soul revived,

and now I live in him.

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am this dark world’s light.
Look unto me; your morn shall rise

and all your day be bright.”

I looked to Jesus, and I found in him my star, my sun;

and in that light of life I’ll walk till trav’ling days are done.

SERMON: John 4:5-26

>So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the piece of
land Jacob gave to his son Joseph. ®Jacob’s well was there. Then
Jesus, being tired from the journey, sat down by the well. It was
about the sixth hour.

’A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her,
“Give me a drink.” *(His disciples had gone into town to buy food.)

*The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew,
ask for a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?” (For Jews do not
associate with Samaritans.)

"Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is
that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him,
and he would have given you living water.”

1«Sijr,” she said, “you don’t even have a bucket, and the well is
deep. So where do you get this living water? '*You are not greater
than our father Jacob, are you? He gave us this well and drank
from it himself, as did his sons and his animals.”

BJesus answered her, “Everyone who drinks this water will be
thirsty again, '“but whoever drinks the water I will give him will
never be thirsty ever again. Rather, the water I will give him will
become in him a spring of water, bubbling up to eternal life.”

BeSir, give me this water,” the woman said to him, “so I won’t

get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.” -



15Jesus told her, “Go, call your husband, and come back here.”

7¢I have no husband,” the woman answered.

Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say, ‘I have no hus-
band.’ "*In fact, you have had five husbands, and the man you have
now is not your husband. What you have said is true.”

«Sir,” the woman replied, “I see that you are a prophet. **Our
fathers worshipped on this mountain, but you Jews insist that the
place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”

21 Jesus said to her, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when
you will not worship the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem.

You Samaritans worship what you do not know. We worship what
we do know, because salvation is from the Jews. ~*But a time is com-
ing and now is here when the real worshippers will worship the Fa-
ther in spirit and in truth, for those are the kind of worshippers the
Father seeks. **God is spirit, and those who worship him must wor-
ship in spirit and in truth.”

*>The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (the
one called Christ). “When he comes, he will explain everything to
us.”

% Jesus said to her, “I, the one speaking to you, am he.”

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.



HYMN: #913 “Come Away from Rush and Hurry”
(alternate melody)
7 Come away from rush and hurry
to the stillness of God’s peace;
from our vain ambition’s worry,
come to Christ to find release.
Come away from noise and clamor,
life’s demands and frenzied pace;
come to join the people gathered
here to seek and find God’s grace.

In the pastures of God’s goodness
we lie down to rest our soul.
From the waters of God’s mercy
we drink deeply, are made whole.
At the table of God’s presence

all the saints are richly fed.

With the oil of God’s anointing
into service we are led.

Come, then, children, with your burdens—
life’s confusions, fears, and pain.

Leave them at the cross of Jesus;

take instead his kingdom’s reign.

Bring your thirsts, for he will quench them—
he alone will satisfy.

All our longings find attainment

when to self we gladly die.

OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy King-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.



M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: 7 Amen. Amen. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: #839 “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”

7 Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
let me hide myself in thee;
let the water and the blood,
from thy riven side which flowed,
be of sin the double cure:
cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.

Not the labors of my hands

can fulfill thy law’s demands;
could my zeal no respite know,
could my tears forever flow,
all for sin could not atone;
thou must save and thou alone.

Nothing in my hand I bring,
simply to thy cross I cling;
naked, come to thee for dress,
helpless, look to thee for grace;
foul, I to the fountain fly;
wash me, Savior, or I die.

While I draw this fleeting breath,
when mine eyelids close in death,
when I soar to worlds unknown,

see thee on thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,

let me hide myself in thee.

WELS CONNECTION
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

FLOWERS for today’s service were given to the glory of God by
the Evers in celebration of Matthew’s birthday.

PRAYERS: Remember to pray for: little Elias, Dennis Douglas,
George Caravana, Molly Webb, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas,
Melinda Brown, Alice Taubman, Monica, Louise Perry, Rylan
Downs, Jeff Brown, Aaron Taubman, Marlene Washburn,
Helen Cummings, Delores Bass, Rick Stovall, Suzy Garvin,
Linda Wilkinson, and Kathie Stillwater.

THIS WEEK

Tuesday Circuit Meeting, North Hollywood
ESL (English as a Second Language), 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Lenten Worship Service, 7:00 p.m.
Thursday ESL, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Sunday  Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
Worship with Holy Communion, 10:00 a.m.

COMING UP

Clean-up/Work Day: Saturday, March 28, 9:00 a.m. - noon

HOLY WEEK: Passion Sunday - March 29
Maundy Thursday (Communion) - April 2, 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday - April 3, 7:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday - April 5
Fellowship Brunch
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God is spirit, and those who worship him
must worship in spirit and in truth.

- John 4:24
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