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Worship Service
Sunday, March 15, 2026 10:00 a.m.
Fourth Sunday in LENT

Theme of the day: Jesus is the Light of the world. He shines
to give sight to the blind and judgment to the blinded. Christ
comes to shine his light into our darkened eyes so that we might
see him and live. He gives blinding judgment to those who re-
ject him; he displays the work of God in the lives of those who
now walk in his light.

WELCOME

A warm welcome to our friends and visitors! Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is eager to share with you
the blessings of its Christ-centered ministry. If you are
a new or long-time resident of the Central Coast looking
for a church home, we invite you to meet with us at the
close of this worship service or at your convenience.

All are welcome to stay for refreshments in the fellow-
ship hall.

Families are encouraged to worship together. If you
need to step out with your children, the service can be
seen and heard in the fellowship hall or narthex area.
Feel free to enter and return at any time.

OUR MISSION
Our congregation exists for the purpose of "HOLDING
OUT THE WORD OF LIFE.” This is accomplished by faithfully
preserving and proclaiming all of God’s inerrant word, and
administering the Sacraments as they were instituted by
Christ.
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OPENING HYMN: #576 “Amazing Grace”

& Amazing grace—how sweet the sound —
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see.

The Lord has promised good to me,
his Word my hope secures;
he will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.

Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;

’tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

Please stand for last verse:

When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,

we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
than when we’d first begun.

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation: And also with you. (spoken)

M: God invites us to come into his presence to worship him with
humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our
sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful,
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and
actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given
his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as
a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.



: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts

with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

: J Lord, have mercy.

: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your

love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan
and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

C: J Christ, have mercy.
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: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for

those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O
Lord.

: JJ Lord, have mercy.

: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power

and keep us in your tender care:

: JJ Amen.

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy

of praise.

/4 O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.

M:

C:
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Almighty God, merciful Father,
you crown our life with your love.
You take away our sin; you comfort our spirit;
you make us pure and holy in your sight.
You did not spare your only Son, but gave him up for us all.
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.
O Son of God, eternal Word of the Father,
you came to live with us;
you made your Father known;
you washed us from our sins in your own blood.
You are the King of glory; you are the Lord!
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.

O Lord Jesus Christ, by your almighty power you opened the eyes
of the blind and showed yourself to them. Turn our eyes away
from worthless things, and lead us to love you sincerely; for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever

J4d Amen.

Please be seated.



FIRST LESSION: Ephesians 5:8-14

*For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.
Walk as children of light, °for the fruit of the light consists in all
goodness, rlg hteousness, and truth. 0Try to learn what is pleasing
to the Lord,
Instead, expose them. "*For it is shameful even to mention the
things that are done by people in secret. *But everything exposed

b4y the light becomes visible, for it is light that makes things visible.

Therefore it is said, “Awake, sleeper, rise from the dead, and
Christ will shine on you.”

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 27

'and do not part1c1pate in fruitless deeds of darkness.
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Hear my voice when I call, O LORD;*
be merciful to me and answer me.

Do not hide your face from me,*
do not turn your servant away in anger;
you have been my helper.

Do not reject me or forsake me,*
O God my Savior.

Refrain




Though my father and mother forsake me,*
the LORD will receive me.

I am still confident of this:*
I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.

Wait for the LORD;*
be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

GOSPEL LESSON: John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39

As Jesus was passing by, he saw a man blind from birth. *His disci-
ples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that
he was born blind?”

Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his par-
ents, but that God’s works might be revealed in connection with
him. ‘I must do the works of him who sent me while it is day. Night
is coming when no one can work. °As long as I am in the world, I
am the Light of the World.”

®After saying this, Jesus spit on the ground, made some mud
with the saliva, and spread the mud on the man’s eyes. '“Go,” Je-
sus told him, “wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means “Sent”).
So he went and washed, and came back seeing.

BThey brought this man who had been blind to the Pharisees.
“Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened
his eyes. '*So the Pharisees also asked him how he received his
sight.

“He put mud on my eyes,” the man told them. “I washed, and
now I see.”

1%Then some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God
because he does not keep the Sabbath.” Others were saying, “How
can a sinful man work such miraculous signs?”
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There was division among them, '"so they said to the blind man
again, “What do you say about him, because he opened your eyes?”
The man replied, “He is a prophet.”

3*They answered him, “You were entirely born in sinfulness!
Yet you presume to teach us?” And they threw him out.

3Jesus heard that they had thrown him out. When he found
him3, he asked, “Do you believe in the Son of God?”
%“Who is he, sir,” the man replied, “that I may believe in
him?”

3 Jesus answered, “You have seen him, and he is the very one
who is speaking with you.”

3Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” and he knelt down and wor-
shipged him.

PJesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, in order
that those who do not see will see, and those who do see will become
blind.”

HYMN: #515 “Christ Is the World’s Light”
(alternate melody)
J Christ is the world’s light,
Christ and none other;
born in our darkness, he became our brother.
If we have seen him, we have seen the Father:
Glory to God on high!

Christ is the world’s peace, Christ and none other;
no one can serve him and despise another.

Who else unites us, one with God the Father?
Glory to God on high!

Christ is the world’s life, Christ and none other;
sold once for silver, murdered here, our brother.
He who redeemed us reigns with God the Father:
Glory to God on high!

Give God the glory, God and none other;

give God the glory, Spirit, Son, and Father;
give God the glory, God with us, our brother:
Glory to God on high!



MESSAGE: Isaiah 42:14-21

I have been silent for a long time.
I have kept still. I have restrained myself.
But now, like a woman giving birth, I will scream.
I will gasp and pant.
I will dry up mountains and hills.
I will make all their grass wither.
I will turn rivers into islands. I will dry up pools.

151 will lead the blind on a way they do not know.
Along paths they do not know I will direct them.
Ahead of them I will turn darkness into light

and rough places into level ground.
These are the things I will accomplish for them.
I will not abandon them.
"They will be turned back and completely disgraced—
those who trust in an idol,
those who say to molten images, “You are our gods.”

%Y ou deaf ones, listen!

You blind ones, watch carefully so that you can see!

Who is as blind as my servant?

Who is as deaf as my messenger whom I sent?
Who is as blind as my associate,
as blind as the servant of the LORD?

Y ou, Israel, see many things, but you do not observe.
Israel opens his ears, but he does not hear.

?IBecause of his own righteousness,

the LORD was pleased to make his law great and glorious.

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.



For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M:

C:
M:

: By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance.

Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate
us from sin and death by his obedient death on the cross.

We confess that without your love we are lost.
Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By

your Spirit, keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of
our faith.

: Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter

what the danger or the cost.

: Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and

face ridicule and persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionar-
ies and chaplains, young people who stand up for what is right in the
face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all who pay a high price for
their faith and their values as Christians.



M: Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and
the chronically ill, the depressed and the lonely, those torn by con-
flict in personal relationships, those victimized by war and injustice,
and all who face the terrors of life with a heavy heart.

C: Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian
and friend, their comfort and hope.

M: Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors;
physicians and nurses; social workers and caring friends; all who
feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, and stand beside the dying.

C: Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them
become weary in doing good.

M: Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us
faithful even to the point of death, that we may receive the crown of
life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temp-
tation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Holy Communion, will be celebrated in today’s service. The Bible
teaches us that Jesus offers us his body and blood for the forgiveness of
our sins in the Lord’s Supper. The Bible also instructs us that receiving the
Lord’s Supper together is a public expression of our complete “oneness,”
or unity of faith.

Because the Lord’s Supper is an expression of our unity in faith, we
invite to the Lord’s Supper only those who have expressed that unity with us
through membership in our congregation or one of our sister congregations
in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), or our sister church
body, the ELS.

If you are a guest from another Christian church, we kindly ask that
you simply refrain from participation in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper
today. We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of
declaring your agreement with our beliefs before you have had a chance to
learn more.
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: The Lord be with you.
7 And also with you.

: Lift up your hearts.
7 We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Jd It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he
has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He made his Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for
the sins of the whole world.

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our
God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne
and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever
and ever.

7 Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.
The whole earth is full of your glory.
You are my God, and I will exalt you.
I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation.
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.
The whole earth is full of your glory.

TN QR QKL

The Words of Institution

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: 7 Amen.

& O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us your peace. Amen.

HYMN: #404 “Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing”

J4 Jesus, grant that balm and healing in your holy wounds I find,
ev’ry hour that I am feeling pains of body and of mind.
Should some evil thought within
tempt my treach’rous heart to sin,
show the peril, and from sinning
keep me ere its first beginning.
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Should some lust or sharp temptation

fascinate my sinful mind,

let me think about your passion, and new courage I shall find.
Or should Satan press me hard, let me then be on my guard,
saying, “Christ for me was wounded,”

that the tempter flee confounded.

If the world my heart entices with the broad and easy road,
with seductive, sinful vices, let me weigh the awful load

you were willing to endure. Help me flee all thoughts impure,
mastering each wild temptation,

calm in prayer and meditation.

Ev’ry wound that pains or grieves me

by your wounds, Lord, is made whole;

when I’m weak, your cross revives me,

granting new life to my soul.

Yes, your comfort renders sweet ev’ry bitter cup I meet;

for your all-atoning passion has procured my soul’s salvation.

O my God, my rock and tower,

grant that in your death I trust,

knowing death has lost his power

since you crushed it in the dust.

Savior, let your agony ever help and comfort me;

when I die be my protection, light and life and resurrection.

THANKSGIVING - HYMN # 953, verses 4,5

Please stand.

& You are King of glory, Christ, Son of God, yet born of Mary,
for us sinners sacrificed, on the cross our sins did carry;
first to break the bars of death,
you have opened heav’n to faith.

Holy Father, holy Son, Holy Spirit, three we name you,
though in essence only one, undivided God we claim you,
and, adoring, bend the knee while we own the mystery.
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M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have
praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which
have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again,
and that all who have received in his true body and blood the
pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy
life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: i Amen.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: 7 Amen. Amen. Amen.

HYMN: #854:1,2,4 “Church of God, Elect and Glorious”

J Church of God, elect and glorious, holy nation, chosen race,
called as God’s own special people,
royal priests and heirs of grace;
know the purpose of your calling, show to all his mighty
deeds,
tell of love that knows no limits,
grace that meets all human needs.

God has called you out of darkness

into his most marv’lous light,

brought his truth to life within you,

turned your blindness into sight.

Let your light so shine around you

that God’s name is glorified

and all find fresh hope and purpose in Christ Jesus crucified.

Church of God, elect and holy, be the people he intends,
strong in faith and swift to answer

each command your master sends.

Royal priests, fulfill your calling

through your sacrifice and prayer;

give your lives in joyful service,

sing his praise, his love declare.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

FLOWERS for today’s service were given to the glory of God by
the Lyons in celebration of Dan’s birthday.

PRAYERS: Remember to pray for: little Elias, Dennis Douglas,
George Caravana, Molly Webb, Kathy Jones, Art Amarillas,
Melinda Brown, Alice Taubman, Monica, Louise Perry, Rylan
Downs, Jeff Brown, Aaron Taubman, Marlene Washburn,
Helen Cummings, Delores Bass, Rick Stovall, Suzy Garvin,
Linda Wilkinson, and Kathie Stillwater.

THIS WEEK

Tuesday ESL (English as a Second Language), 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Lenten Worship Service, 7:00 p.m.
Thursday ESL, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Sunday  Bible Class and Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
Worship, 10:00 a.m.

COMING UP

Clean-up/Work Day: Saturday, March 28, 9:00 a.m. - noon
HOLY WEEK:
Passion Sunday - March 29
Maundy Thursday (Communion) - April 2, 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday - April 3, 7:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday - April 5
Fellowship Brunch

14



PERSONAL PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION

(cf. page 156 in the front of Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal)

Q: What does God tell me about myself in his holy Word?
A: He says that | am a sinner and deserve only his punishment.

Q: What should I do if | am not aware of my sins or am not troubled by them?
A: | should examine myself according to the Ten Commandments and ask how
well | have carried out my responsibilities as a husband or wife or single person,
as a parent or child, an employer or employee, a teacher or student. Have | loved
God with all my heart, gladly heard his Word, and patiently endured affliction?
Have | been disobedient, proud, or unforgiving? Have | been selfish, lazy, envi-
ous, or quarrelsome? Have | lied or deceived, taken something not mine, or given
anyone a bad name? Have | abused my body or permitted indecent thoughts to
linger in my mind? Have | failed to do what is right and good?

Q: When | realize that | have sinned against God and deserve his punishment,
what should | do?
A: I will confess before God all my sins, those which | remember as well as those
of which | am unaware. | will pray to God for his mercy and forgiveness.

Q: How do | receive his gracious forgiveness?
A: His Word assures me that Jesus led a pure and holy life for me and died on the
cross for me to pay the full price for all my sins. Through faith in Jesus, | have
been clothed in my Savior's perfect righteousness and holiness.

Q: What further assurance do | have that Jesus is mine and | am his?
A: In Holy Communion he gives me his body and blood together with the bread
and wine as a truly life-giving food and drink to unite me with him and my fellow
believers. By means of this sacrament, Jesus not only forgives my sins but
sweeps away all my doubts about his love for me, gives me his own strength to
live a God-pleasing life, and grants me a joyful foretaste of heaven.

Q: How can | be sure that | receive all these blessings in the Lord's Supper?
A: | have his own word spoken as his last will and testament on the night before he
died. There he tells me: "Take and eat; this is my body. Drink from it, all of you;
this is my blood which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in
remembrance of me."

Q: How will | respond to this priceless gift from Jesus?
A: I will daily thank and praise him for his love to me. With his help | will fight temp-
tation, do my best to correct whatever wrongs | have done, and serve him and
those around me with love and good works.

Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude | now come to your table to receive the precious
food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as
you remain in me, so that | bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts
of kindness to others. Amen.
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