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 S ar of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

  

4465 South Blosser Road 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 

                      Office:  805-937-0339 
www.starlutheran.org 
Pastor Michael Foley 

      Worship Service 
 
 

Wednesday,  March 18, 2026   7:00 p.m. 
 
 

LENTEN Vespers       Lent Midweek 5 

            Evening Prayer       Vespers 
 
OPENING HYMN:  # 561   “Before the Throne”    
 
  ♫  Before the throne of God above   

 I have a strong and perfect plea; 
 a great High Priest whose name is Love,   
 who ever lives and pleads for me. 
My name is graven on his hands,   
 my name is written on his heart. 
I know that while in heav'n he stands   
 no tongue can bid me thence depart, 
 no tongue can bid me thence depart. 
 
When Satan tempts me to despair   
 and tells me of the guilt within, 
 upward I look and see him there   
 who made an end of all my sin. 
Because the sinless Savior died,  my sinful soul is counted free; 
 for God the just is satisfied  to look on him and pardon me, 
 to look on him and pardon me. 
 

Please stand for last verse: 
 
Behold him there, the risen Lamb,   
 my perfect, spotless righteousness, 
 the great unchangeable I AM,  the King of glory and of grace. 
At one with him, I cannot die;   
 my soul is purchased by his blood. 
My life is hid with Christ on high,   
 with Christ my Savior and my God, 
 with Christ my Savior and my God. 
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M: Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of evening pray- 
       er. We thank you for providing all that we need for body and life.  
       Bless us who have gathered in your name. Forgive our sins. Speak  
       to our hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the comfort of your Word,  
       and receive our hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ,  
       our living Savior, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one  
       God, now and forever.    
     

C: Amen. 
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M: Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us in 
time of need that we may sing your praise in holy joy now and 
forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C:    Amen. 
 

 

 

PSALM 69 
 
 

M:  Save me, O God,  
C:  for the waters have come up to my neck.  
 

M: Those who hate me without reason outnumber the hairs on my  
       head.  
C:  Those who want to destroy me, my lying enemies, are strong.  
 

M:  May those who place their confidence in you  
C: not be put to shame because of me, O Lord, the Lord of  
      Armies.  
 

M:  May those who seek you not be disgraced because of me,  
C:  O God of Israel.  
 

M:  Yes, zeal for your house consumes me.  
C: The scorn of those who scorn you falls on me.  
 
 

M:  God, in the greatness of your mercy,  
C: answer me with the certainty of salvation from you.  
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M:  They put bitter poison in my food.  
C:  For my thirst they gave me sour wine to drink.  
 

M:  The Lord listens to the needy,  
C:  and he does not despise the captives who belong to him.  
 

M:  Let heaven and earth praise him,  
C:  the seas and all that move in them,  
 

M:  for God will save Zion,  
C:  and he will build the cities of Judah.  
 

M:  I will praise God’s name in song.  
C:  I will proclaim his greatness with thanksgiving.  

 
M: Lord God, through your Son you made the heavens and the earth;  
     through him you continue to rule over all things. Make us, your  
     chosen people, witnesses of your power and heralds of your glory  
     to the praise of your unfailing love; through your Son, Jesus Christ  
     our Lord.               
C:  Amen. 

 
 
THE PASSION HISTORY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
 

LESSON FOUR 
 

As soon as it was day, the council of the elders of the people met 
together, both chief priests and experts in the law. They brought Jesus 
into their Sanhedrin and said, “If you are the Christ, tell us.” 

But he said to them, “If I tell you, you will not believe, and if I ask 
you, you will not answer me or release me. But from now on, the Son 
of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God.” 

They all said, “Are you then the Son of God?” 
He said to them, “I am what you are saying.” 
Then they said, “Why do we need any more testimony? For we our-

selves have heard it from his own mouth!” Then the chief priests with 
the elders and experts in the law, together with the whole Sanhedrin, 
reached a decision. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him 
over to Pontius Pilate, the governor.  

Then when Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was con-
demned, he felt remorse. He brought back the thirty pieces of silver to 
the chief priests and elders and said, “I have sinned by betraying inno-
cent blood.” But they said, “What is that to us? That’s your problem.” 



6  

 

He threw the pieces of silver into the temple and left. Then he went 
out and hanged himself. The chief priests took the pieces of silver and 
said, “It is not lawful to put these into the treasury, since it is blood 
money.” They reached a decision to buy the potter’s field with the 
money, as a burial place for foreigners. So that field has been called 
The Field of Blood to this day. Then what was spoken through Jeremi-
ah the prophet was fulfilled: 
 They took the thirty pieces of silver, the price the sons of Israel 
had set for him, and they gave them for the potter’s field, just as the 
Lord commanded me. 
Early in the morning, the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetori-
um.  
They did not enter the Praetorium themselves, so that they would not 
become ceremonially unclean. (They wanted to be able to eat the Pass-
over meal.) So Pilate went out to them and said, “What charge do you 
bring against this man?” 

They answered him, “If this man were not a criminal, we would not 
have handed him over to you.” 

Pilate told them, “Take him yourselves and judge him according to 
your law.” 

The Jews said, “It’s not legal for us to put anyone to death.” This 
happened so that the statement Jesus had spoken indicating what kind 
of death he was going to die would be fulfilled. 

They began to accuse him, saying, “We found this fellow mislead-
ing our nation, forbidding the payment of taxes to Caesar, and saying 
that he himself is Christ, a king.”  

Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 
“It is as you say,” Jesus replied. 
The chief priests accused him of many things. When he was ac-

cused by the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing. 
Pilate questioned him again, “Are you not going to answer any-

thing? See how many charges they are bringing against you!” 
But Jesus still did not answer anything, so Pilate was amazed. 
Pilate went back into the Praetorium and summoned Jesus. He 

asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 
Jesus answered, “Are you saying this on your own, or did others 

tell you about me?” 
Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own people and chief priests 

handed you over to me. What have you done?” 
Jesus replied, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom 

were of this world, my servants would fight so that I would not be 
handed over to the Jews. But now my kingdom is not from here.” 

“You are a king then?” Pilate asked. 
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Jesus answered, “I am, as you say, a king. For this reason I was 
born, and for this reason I came into the world, to testify to the truth. 
Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 

“What is truth?” Pilate said to him. 
After he said this, he went out again to the Jews and told them, “I 

find no basis for a charge against him.” 
But they kept insisting, “He stirs up the people, teaching all through 

Judea, beginning from Galilee all the way here.”  
When Pilate heard this, he asked if the man was a Galilean. When 

he learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Her-
od, who was also in Jerusalem during those days. 
When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad. For a long time he had want-
ed to see him, because he had heard many things about him. He hoped 
to see some miracle performed by him. He questioned him with many 
words, but Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests and the experts 
in the law stood there, vehemently accusing him. Herod, along with his 
soldiers, treated him with contempt and ridiculed him. Dressing him in 
bright clothing, Herod sent Jesus back to Pilate. Herod and Pilate be-
came friends with each other on that day. Before this they had been en-
emies of each other. 
 
 
HYMN:  # 538   “Jesus, My Great High Priest”     (alternate melody) 
        
 ♫   Jesus, my great High Priest,  offered his blood and died; 

 my guilty conscience seeks  no sacrifice beside. 
His pow’rful blood did once atone, 
 and now it pleads before the throne. 
 
To Christ, my substitute,  will I commit my cause; 
 he answers and fulfills  his Father’s broken laws. 
Behold my soul at freedom set— 
 my Jesus paid the dreadful debt! 
 
My advocate appears  for my defense on high; 
 a gracious Father hears  and lays his thunder by. 
Not all that hell or sin can say 
 shall turn his heart, his love, away. 
 
Should all the hosts of death  and pow'rs of hell unknown 
 put their most dreadful forms  of rage and mischief on, 
 I shall be safe, for Christ displays 
 superior pow’r and guardian grace. 
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MESSAGE:   Zechariah 6:9-13 
 

9The word of the Lord came to me:  
10Take an offering from the exiles—from Heldai, Tobi-

jah, and Jedaiah, who have come from Babylon—and on 
that very day go into the house of Josiah son of Zephaniah. 
11Take the silver and gold and make a crown, and place it 
on the head of Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest.  

12Tell him that this is what the Lord of Armies says:  
There is a man whose name is the Branch, because he will 
branch out from his place and build the temple of the 
Lord. 13He is the one who will build the temple of the 
Lord.  He will be clothed with majesty, and he will sit and 
rule on his throne.  He will be a priest on his throne, and 
there will be peaceful relations between the two offices. 

  

 
HYMN:  # 423   “The Power of the Cross” 
 ♫   Oh, to see the dawn  of the darkest day: 

 Christ on the road to Calvary. 
Tried by sinful men,  torn and beaten, then 
 nailed to a cross of wood. 
 
Refrain:  This the pow’r---of the cross: 
   Christ became—sin for us. 
  Took the blame,---bore the wrath  
  We stand forgiven at the cross. 
 
Oh, to see the pain  written on your face, 
 bearing the awesome weight of sin. 
Ev’ry bitter thought,  ev’ry evil deed 
 crowning your bloodstained brow.    Refrain 
 
Now the daylight flees;  now the ground beneath 
 quakes as its maker bows his head. 
Curtain torn in two,  dead are raised to life; 
 “Finished!” the vict’ry cry.    Refrain 
 
Oh, to see my name   written in the wounds, 
 for through your suff’ring I am free. 
Death is crushed to death;  life is mine to live, 
 won through your selfless love! 
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Final refrain:   This the pow’r  of the cross: 

       Son of God-  slain for us. 
      What a love,  what a cost! 
      We stand forgiven at the cross. 

  
 
OFFERING 
 
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY    Kyrie 

 

 

 
M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your 

church in all the world, and for the strengthening of all who serve 
and worship here, we pray, O Lord: 

 
 
 

 

M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come  
with every stage of life, and for joy in doing your will, we pray,  
O Lord: 

 
 
 

 

 

M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring protect-  
tion, justice, learning, and health to this and every place, we pray  
to you, O Lord: 
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M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, 
for health of body, mind, and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin 
and every form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord: 

 
 
 

 
M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us 
       your good news, whose souls are now at rest in your heavenly  
       kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord: 

 
 
 

 
M: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now 

commend ourselves to your care. Be our shield and strength, O 
Lord.  

 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
      kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
      Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
      as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
      temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom  
      and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
M:  Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works  
      come from you. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the  
      world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your com- 
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      mandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies that we  
      may live in peace and quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ  
      our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one  
      God, now and forever.        
 
 

C:  Amen. 
 
SONG OF SIMEON 
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  CLOSING HYMN:  # 784   “Now the Light Has Gone Away” 

  ♫  Now the light has gone away;  Father, listen while I pray, 
 asking you to watch and keep  and to send me quiet sleep. 
 
Jesus, Savior, wash away  all that I’ve done wrong today. 
Make me ever more like you,  good and gentle, kind and true. 
 
Let my near and dear ones be  safe with you eternally. 
O bring me and all I love  to your happy home above. 
 
Now my evening praise I give;  you once died that I might live. 
All your precious gifts are free— oh, how good you are to me! 

 
Ah, my best and kindest Friend,  you will love me to the end. 
Let me love you more and more,  always better than before. 

  www.starlutheran.org 




